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lcad the following :—
No. 56. To tor Ricur Hox. FRANCIS BARON NAPIER, k.1,
Governor and President in Council of Fort St. Grorge.
Tbo humble Petition of BOMMADERARA
VENKATA NARSIMIIA NAIDU
. BAHADAR, son and successor of the

late  RAJAH  BOMMADEVARA
NAGANNA NAIDU  BAHADUR,
Zomindar of Valloor, Vasantawada, an:l
Gudur, in the Kistna and Godavery
* Districts. '

May IT PLIARE YOUR EXCELLEXNCY,

I venture to approach Your Lordship in Council with a grievance which, T feel

1 .
assured, has only to be stated to be redressed, hecause q%t.he wenerous and tender
L%.usly to evinco in the

consideration which you have been pleased so conspi
treatment of all matters concerning the dignity of the landed aristocracy of the

y

couvutry. ' ) '
o From before the begioning of this ccntury my family has continued to
ighest regard of Government as one of its most uscful and trusty servants

enjoy the L
in times of war, and as a peaceful and a loyallandholder®

® XNuig —4 Pcighcusl- of Rs 70,000 i
annaally puid to Goveromext. in times of peace.

r ) - . Mt w_._*-“-‘\( - L. . . . e c
} -—~3- During the troublous times of the mutiny, dxe»....,yal services reudtfreu"t):;‘"

my father met with the public recognition of Government as thcir records will show.
.- 4. While the family was thus confidently conscious that they were more than
ever in the enjoyment of the high regard of the ruling authorities, a most sudden
and unaccountable misfortunc befel them in the year 1863. '

5. From the beginning of this ¢
title of * Rajah,” both in consideration o

and of their position as one o :
in all communications of State as well as scmi-oflicial and private correspondence,
of the Civil and Military Officers of Government, as the annexed file of documents
will testify. ‘ - : .

6. In the year 1863, tho then Government of the day, without any reason
t any occasion, were pleased to direet that

entury, the family enjoyed the honorary

and, as far as my family is aware, withou
the title of ¢ Rajah ™ shall ccase with the then Lolder, my late father.
7. It is ncedless to say, my Lord, that this order fell like a thunderbolt on a

summer day. There was no war around—no political strifes—no disaffection—not-

icven the shadow of 8 reproach on the loyalty of the family—and scarcely had threo
d since Government rewarded my father with a golden bracelet for
shed services, and yet it pleaéed the Government of the day
ya p°unishmcnt before which extinction were a mercy.

s to us—weighed down so much on niy
ugh wot without expressing his confident

'yoars clapsc
loyalty and distingui
to inflict on the fawil

3. This calamity—for it was no les
futher that he dicd a premature death, tho
belicf that this injustice would not long remain uoredressed. ¢

f their distinguished scrvices in the field .
f the Zemindars of the country, and were so addressed .
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215t March 1872.
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9. DBut the real bitterness of this misfortune it is my lot to expericncc. What

I;as;t(!]ns f:xmil)’ done, my Lord, that i.t. should Lo thus diszraced beforo the worlgl
nd depnived of honours which have Leen undixputedly conceded to it by Goveras

meut ang i ic offi i 1 ili '
e d all its public officers including numcrous militury gentlemen of Ligh ravk
rom genceration to generation ? |

“‘l.iclfotl‘c(t;i?ll:t::?}:?}Lq.nl’ that there exist o ¢ Royal Lctters I’atcut".undﬂ
) A Wajub was conferred on this fanily.  1s this the only title 80
ut.mt.cd in world's Listory? It is, my Lord, invidious in tho extreme, at all times
and neall countries, to go back and inquire juto tho origin of titles,” and it
;N:'ul.'l be extremcly unzentlemanly on my part to say i:u)w my ueighb«)uri!‘ng
‘;;:;l:tll‘.:(‘l;‘xr‘s‘(‘én‘fo ‘J)' their t'x'.l.cs. \\hllk‘ such are I’O:‘pccm] “;iﬂl the utmost rCl‘UP“’;
. ause wos there that this one family, which lail the foundation fits greatncss
in thase ;;lu.nons wilitary campaigus which resulted in the establishment of Dritish
s‘u"l’rtmac\ in Sfmth.lndia, chotld, after a Lupre of seventy years, bo singled out for
ﬂ(::‘;lr‘;{;‘;:r‘::;: gum:lxmey which is reecrved only for those guilty of disloval and
¢ 11’ 'S 1TC R ' -
Lordolip " Comnel wil ;Ut;iu’x T Tonl, 1o eonfidetly hepo that 5%
inflicted an unparallcled hardshi .Lbo.ns'x‘ \r.rmll c:mcc'l the order which ht?
faithful services to Gove ‘.MI.D Ol.l a distingnished family noted only by its
title of  Rajah ™ whi }t'mu.].'“t in times of war, and restore tu it the Lonorary
J which 18 has borne and dearly cherished for so wmany gcnomtiuns-,
Jcrave 'Your Lordship's permizsion to trouble Your
y. From the times ot those mlx;x;ir*' o .o.w‘““““‘l with he adigeity of 15
already alluded to, Pelitioner's "n“xt‘. ,), Ci‘f‘l?;;itlgxns at the close of tho last ccmm:l):,
tary escort of troopers and sopf)yf ‘;h'bl:‘l]w 41] her wag allowed an honorary mil-
tbe family ever since, for our c;’nno;'c ’“:3_ also been lnc.rednt.;mly maintained by
not to this day ceased. This escort l;m \'nth tho Con.lmlssanat of the Army 1.1:15
on all occasions, public and private ‘l"(“l:\)f* acc.on.xpumcd the head of .tho fa.rmly
Cantonments, and waas take ) | oth in Civil towns as well as in .\[Il.ltm’y
’ ou to the Presidency when my father went to cisit tho

Govcruor, and the Mazis Dis Presidency
. azistrates of the Dis tricts as well as o 1

5 s well fthe P de NEVET
refused them a pass durmg tho last aevcnty ycars l ‘ ’

CApan Cann-~" itk

13. Onthe int ¢ 1di
o ond i!;(;mplmut. ofsom.e evil disposed Police Officer, in 186, objection Was
knowied«‘re o D.hf.mpresc.ututxon.s mado to Government, of which we have no
. ,edu:c(i e :nzl]clt Magistrate informed us that the troopers and acpm‘s'shou]d
n R . b . 1]
troops. umber and should not wear the upiform of Her Majesty's
14. Thi iviless 1
vircs of pmilzs l;:;‘:;een‘; Wflls C:)g(;filk'lf:d to us in the field of battle and continued in
ace, ughest Military Officers, with o8t 1
' iy e ) wut question, for they we
l\new“t}.mt 1.f‘:1as notu‘mo b'ut a ;.)a';;eant and a histaric reminisccnc; of the ancient
co?n\xllo.n of the f.armly mtlf military campaigns, In this licht only the family
pr:xljczot nls othcrwxsfa ('XPCI}SH’C honour, and 1 pray that Your [ordsLip in Council
Xx pleased to dxr.ect this l.x-mg left unmolested by the District authoritics; for
ic raen are not drilled fighting men, but consist mostly of artizans and farm-

labourers who, for the greater purt of the year, pursue their own peaceful avocations *
on my exiate. .
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Political Department,
915t March 1872 « '

for thus taking up your veluable time,
¢ Your Lordship’s hands,
I beg to remain, &e.,
oo Bal BCELL ;‘6aoﬁ~sro&-a&, )
-4

15, Craving Your Lordship’s pardon
and in the confident hope of obtzining justice &

Mapras,
‘ oo gESTOG T
7 : e pod BEG Koo gos s FRETON T
0th January 1872. zﬁ:*dd)?&.cu“éfa 5¢) ROEFWIOLTE L T
' sy 0%y (T
NO. V : 372 No. 103, . o
No. o7, OrDER THEREOY, 21st March 1872, No 108 o

‘The Honourable the Governor in Conncil is pleased to maintain the pr.e\‘lOUS e
recognitions of the services rendered to the State by the Bommadevara fam}l?’t‘l)y
directing that tho representative member of that family sh:xll'bc addressed with the

honorary prefix of Rajuh. X ' ’

2. e will als

bo allowed to-travel with a rcasor}ab
followers, not exceeding 30, as an escort. These may be dr

this uniform must be cutirely distinet from any dress worn by any ©

o 2t
A
-

-

A *»
le number of grmed %
”

» 2
? 2

troops. L N o S o
3. In communicating this order to tho petitioncr, the Magistrate x;dl ;axi) nil:d -
to him that, under the altered circumstances of tho country, the large body of o ed oo
permission of the Government, wero allowed to accomp1 };
has become unnccessary; and tha

tinue to the .i‘??lﬂ i

£

retuiners who, with the
the representatives of the Bommadevara family
tho distinction which it ia tho desiro of the Govgrnngo!}tmm_\ﬂml

SEPHRIPEL L SN

Faw A

will be suflicicntly marked by a small escort.
(True Extract.)
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Oﬁ‘wiatz'nj Chief Secretary.

~

To tho Magietrate of the Kistna District,

with a filo of Joenments for dolivery to pelitioncr.

Iuspeclur-Gcncml of Puljce.
Revenue Department.

i

Exd. J. Wright.

cssed in uniform, but . "A,-“‘
¢ Her Majesty's
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