DProceedings of the Madras Governmznt, Reesnue Department,
oGth Octuber 1872,
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tho Government of Indiaia G. O., Gth July 1872
No. 1,034. ’

Rcad also the following :—

Board of Revenue, dated 26th July 1872

No. 1,422, ’

Rend nzain letter from

No. 243. Procecdings of the

Iicad the following Procecdings of the Madras Government, dated Cth July 1872,
No. 1,34, Revenue Department :—

Ausrn.\cr.-——l’ailm'e of the Forest Dcpartment to show an tncrcasing surplus.—
Letter from Government of Iudia offering suggestions as to tho best mecans of
jncreasing it communicated to Board of Revenuo and to the Conservator of
I'crests for remarks. .

am——

Tu19 paper jssucd by tho Government of India thrugh their Sccretery in
Agriculture, Reveoue, and Commerce, for tho instruction of
{ the Madras Governmnent, scts forth the causes of diminished
d indicates the course to be taken in order to

the Department of

the Forest Officers 0

balances in the Forest Accounts an

jncrease the net revenuc.
o ThLe causcs given

o~

furcsts, are :—
lst.——Incrcnscd expenditure on « Timber Works” Lstablishment, Roads,
Fellin;g and Sawing of Timber, cte.

0,d.—To tho fact that ¢ little else ig left than distant and cxhausted

for tho insignificant profits now derived from the

forests.”
3,d.--To the anremunerative prices allowed b

done and timber supplied to State Railways.
4th.—To a glut of the timber market from the accumulation of timber pro-

vided for the construction of parracks and other large buildings (Public) but

not now required.
5th.—To the neg
meet the requirements of tl

y the Government for work

lect of tho majority of Forest Officers to ascertain and
10 Jocal markets, 8o 83 to compete successfully with

privato traders.

Gth.—1o premature € ts, and to conservancy itself

ghaustion of the fores

(paragraph 9.)
7th.—To a failurc to
forcst whicl represents capita

distinguish (paragraph 10) betscen tho portion of tho
| and that which represents interest, and to scll

exactly the later quantity.
g —To tho want of o busincss-liko system of rotation in working the

forests.
ah.—To the
prohibitive price.
10¢h.—To tho fa

practico'of retaining timber to rot and breed insects at @

iluro of the department to supply the market reasonably
results from the neglect by

and sufliciently.
Lness of cstablishments which
giving them huts to live in

110h—"To tho wea
tke department of the hcalth of its oficers in not

. e ———



Proceedings of the Madras Government, Recenue Department,
26th October 1872, :

“in distant and unhcalthy forests, which will save them from much trying
cxposure and ensure them remaining near theirscorks.” )

3. In this recepitulation of the remarks of tho Secretary for Agriculture
Revenue and Commerce, tho causes explanatory of failing revenue have been
gathered from the warnings addressed to tho Financial Department as to the
practicc? they should avoid as well as from tho direct enumecration of such causes
ns.nrc given in tho ecarlicr part of the letter. It appears to tho Board to Le a
mistake to conclude that only distant and cxhausted forests remain(2) or that
the market has been at onco glutted(4) and starved while timber lay rotting(9)
at prohibitive prices, or that, as sct forth in paragraph 9, premature exhaustion of
tl.xe forests has rendered future loss of revenue certain, while conservancy has
fhminislxcd present reccipts ; nor has a proper system of rotation been neglected
in working the forests, this point as the Government are aware having from tho
first reccived the most careful attention. From a careful considcrat?on of the
letter now submitted for their remnarks, the Board are driven to the conclusion
that the warnings and instructions which it contains refer to points which have in
every case been carefully considered by the Forest Department of this Presidency
and that somo of the suggestions regarding tho watching and working of markc!;
are r}ot feasible. As regards the balance of outlay and revenue, the Board are of
opinion that a largo Forest Revenue is certain to bo realized at a future day
when mieans of transport have beon more perfectly organized and tho internal
arrangements for forcst working extended. A lurge and, as regards present
revenuo, unremuncrative outlay is unavoidable in such an undertaking, and the
Board sco no reason for surpriso or despondency in the limited returns of these
carly operations.

4. The subject noticed in paragraph 18 is of much importance, and the
Bosfrd hope that when Major Beddomo calls upon his officers ‘‘ to remain near
their works in distant and unhealthy forests” he will not shrink from the outlay
necessary to secure them proper accommodation, scrupulously observing the vital

recauti Teine . '
Erou::ihon of raising the flooring of the Lungalows several feet from the

No. s
0 2431\6 From tlie Officiating Inspcctor of Forests, to the Sccretsry to
overnment, Revenue Departent, dated Ootacamund, 26th Scptember
1872, No. 1,4GG.

ogc,‘x,': ';olrlf)t::’;“:’c::aﬁso No. 1,034 of the Gth July last, I Lave the honour to
of 0\21;- ﬁ"l::‘:tf:l:"gfo? otf our reveauo is dxfc to two causes ; tho first the making over
profit from these for:s:: :, viz,, thoso of North Canara, to Bombay. ‘The annual
Bombay shows the lmountg to two lukhs of rupces. As tho case now stauds
outlay on plantati “"l’d‘“, not Madras. Tho second cause is due to tho largo
this amcunt not (l):':,x e et?' Last ycar the amount was about Rs. 63,000. Had
must subiiit to an o )‘ "pent, it would havo swelled the profit for thie ycar. Wo
begin to mako o re‘luls:rcnt;lk;ss of. te\'cm.xe for some ycars until tho plantaﬁom
and Sandalwood pl o ‘,.lcw " Lut little doubt Lut that eventually our Teak
plantations will yicld a Landso g ye :
me rcturn. Fuel plantations will

e ————— —
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Proceedings of the Madras Gonernment, Revenue Department,
26¢th Oclober 1872.

probably never return more than o very modcrate percentago on their outlay, but

they arc useful in other ways.

3. Our returns very muc
all demands from that quarter.
tl.en mako a clearanco to 8 certain ex

4. We cannot competo with natives owning forcst-tracts, simply because by
felling everything, gmall and large, they can under-sell us in tho native market,
whereus our object is to fell ripe timber of 8 superior quality.

5, Forest n'mps for Tecak and Sandalwood aro not reliable, as theso trees aro
s. Were they regularly distributed, it would be casy

h depend upon Fublic Works; it is our duty to meet
Somectimes our stock is in excess of the demand, wo
tent of all surplus timber by auction-sales.

very capricious in their habitat

to work them by the square wile.
G. 1lad our forests been under professional management for a hiundred years,

it would not have been difGeult to work them in rotation; as it is, the fclling has
been so irrcgular that to obtain systematic management requires a large staff
and much expenditure. No doubt a certain amount of conscrvation is practised.
I would simply point out that our management could not compure with that of

JEuropcan forests because tho conditions are not cqual.

7. As a tentative measure we are Dow forming depdts in various places.
Should thero bo a Jemand the liccuse systcm will gradually disappear.

8. Unfortunately tho general wants of the people aro only to be supplicd by
the felling of saplings; this rather militates against tho felling of ripo trecs.
Probably, when our Cusuarina aud other plantations grow up tho poorer ryots will

resort to tho thinnings for house-building purposcs.
9. Thero is no doubt about plantations in situations like Nellumbore giving a

good return, and it would be better for us to concentrato our resources on such

rather than fritter them away on Teak planting in Tinnevelly, Madurs,

sitcs, .
differently, and at a considerable cost.

Salem, ctc., where tho treo grows in
10. Tho health of Forest Officers is of the first importance, considering

that only o man in strong Licalth can undergo the work to bo performed. It is
very necessary that they should liave some sanitarium to resort to in the feverish
months of April and ay. .

e

No. 244. ORDER THEREOYN, ogth October 1872, No. 1,480.

Tue Governor in Council concurs
in tho remarks of the Board of Revenuo
and Officiating Inspector of Iorests,
lic communication from the Department of Agriculture to
f forcst management which bas been pursucd of lato ycars
hing surplus is duo partly to the transfer of the
mmost valuable part of tho Stato forests to tho Bombay ltrcsidcncy, aod the resulting
loss of not only an jmportant sourco of supply, but also of what was formerly the

best market, viz., the Borubay dockyard, and partly to the further development of
aucy opcrations in tracts, and to the extension of fucl

Yorest No. 13.

and finds nothing int
condemn the system 0
in this Presidency. Tho diminis

tho remaining forest-

consery . :
with the railways.

plautations in conncction
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Proceedings of the Madras GoberqueJl. Revenue l)cparhnéul,
26th October 1872. .-
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2. Thesc operations cannot possibly prove rcinuncrative for some time to
come, and on this point tho Government havo frequently enlurzed in their com-

munications with the Government of India, but every attention will be given to thoe -
- important subject to which attention has been drawn by the Supreme Government
.with a view to the increaso of. the receipts and to the economical coaduct of

business in this branch of administration.

(Truc Extract.)
(Signed)  W. HUDLESTON,

Secretary o Covernment.

To the Doard of Ravenue.
"y, the luepactor of Lorcsts.
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