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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue
22nd May 1872.
1 the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 11th
May 1872, No. 760 :—
Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government, dated 26th April 1872,

No. 681, Revenue Department:—
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from Home Government requesting the submission of those for 1870-71 with as

little delay as possible, communicated to the Board of Revenue.

Tre Trade and Navi
were sent to the Government Press on the 29th November 1871 and are still
9. Those for 1869-70 were sent to the Press in F ry 1871 received thence

.

and despatched in July 1871, 16 months after the expiry of the year to which they

Those for 1868-69 were sent to the Press only in April 1870 and were not

despatched before September 1870, 18 months after the year.
‘ {  The returns of 1868-69 were in fact thrown back by one year, and this w

owing to the staff of Acc nts having been eng red, in addition to their routine

duties, in the preparation of some elaborate statistics illustrating the trade in each

article of each port for 20 years. The time spent on this work told prejudicially

on the annual returns which were conse juently retarded for the next tw years as
already stated. .

5 The returns for 1867-68 were retarded from another cause. After much
iy progress had been made in the tabulation,
11th June 186! the returns had to be re-cast in the

revised forms introduced in June 1868.
6. The delay. in the annual returns may be said to have commenced in
] G A 1866-67, when monthly statements had
G. 0., 1st March 1866, No. 534. to be sent to the Government of India
These monthly statements were further
lilnlltf}}]iffli in 1868, rl‘lu-} caused much
additional work, necessitating the employ-
ment of six extra Accountants, each year, till a permanent addition of two was
made to the department in 1869.
Up to the year 1865-66 the Annual Trade Returns were much fewer and
in form and were punctually despatched to the Home Government about
Then there were no monthly returns submitted to hig
red solely in posting up those rece:
monthly from

8 In addition to the monthly and the annual , the establishment has

. 1 J mh ] m enecial re . yme for the
) prepare atter the close of each official year certain special returns, some 1or ti
]

te and others for the Government of India, under the orders noted
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
22nd May 1872.

m >
‘ 9. The :1:1‘1111;)1 returns, i manuscript, may with exertion be got ready within
three months after the official year, if no other work had to be done. But, as
already sm'tr-"i. the monthly refurns have to be proceeded with and the special réturns
:‘]‘I‘H'[l‘“:.lAt:) 1n the preceding paragraph also become due at the same time. The

Sult 1s that the annual returns cannot be oot ready for the Press much before
Sqﬁwnhw. ;

10. There then remains the delay in the Press to be considered. This at
present ranges from four to six months, and can be entirely avoided if the annual
returns are sent to the Secretary of State in manuscript, that is, in printed forms
filled up in manuscript. Whether the delay in the Government Press can be
shortened is a question which the Board cannot decide.

11.  The nature of the work does not admit of unlimited sub-division of
labour, and the Board are therefore unable to suggest any increase of the strength
of the establishment which would save time. But, as considerable speed might be
obtained if the present employés worked overtime to complete the annual tables,
’rhr"v would suggest extra remuneration as an incentive and reward to extra labour.
The amount and scale of such remuneration may be left to be determined hereafter
if the suggestion is approved.

No. 233. OrpER THEREON, 22nd May 1872, No. 818.

Separate Revenue, No. 12, Tue Board’s suggestion is approved.

Customs.

(True Extract.)
(Signed) ~ W. HUDLESTON,

Secretary to Government.

To the Board of Revenue.

s, the Accountant-General,

Exd. F, R. Bantleman,

REVENUE DERARTMENT.
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