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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
14th May 1872,

No. 192H. Read the following letter from the Commissioner of the Nilgiris, to
the Chicf Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Ootacamund,
1st ML.\ 187: b
Ix reply to Government Order, 22nd April 1872, No. 650, I have the honour
to report that, on receipt of orders, I immediately requested Mr. Herklots’s agent
to .\'?:x‘\' all further felling, bat I regret to say that 3170 Acres of the block had
already been actually felled and burned as per enclosed survey sketch., As far as
these 31 Acres are concerned, the damage 1s irreparable.
2. Mr. Herklots is now at sea on his way to England ; so Mr. Frank Groves

came to me on Monday as Mr. Herklots’s attorney, when we endeavoured to come
to some reasonable se ttlement but without success.

Mr. Groves represented that, looking to prospective profits, the nature of the
soil and sitnation, the size of the estate, and the expenditure already incurred,
did not think that Rs. 10,000 or 12,000 would compensate Mr. Herklots for t
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loss of the whole block, and, in the interests of Mr. Herklots, he strongly urged for
permission to go on with operations on the 81 Acres, so as to be ready for the
planting season in June and July,

0

3. I confess, Iv

0 ¢

ggered at the sum mentioned (which, subsequently in
Mr. Groves's letter now forwarded, 18 put at Rs. 20,000), but he would not abate.
The interview ended in my requesting him"to put his demands in writing for the

his reasons.

1

information of Government, and explain
4. Inow much regret that I did not refer the matter to Governmen
authorizing Mr. Herklots to enter upon the block, because, since the receipt of the
Government Order under reply, I have turned up from the records a copy of
Mr. Herklots’s original application to the Collector of Coimbatore, dated 5th June
1865, in which he expressly* asked
for ¢ 100 Acres of good land above the
present ghaut road.” When the Government therefore in their Order of the 19th
July 1865, No. 769, granted him * 100 Acres of forest land adjoining the Ben Hope
Estate,’ 1t was presumably their intention that he was to have the land ¢ above the

* 1 send c py of his letter

present ghaut road.”

Had Mr, Herklots informed me of the nature of his application, or had I care-
fully looked it up at the time, I should never have dreamt of giving him the block
south of the Coonoor ravine.

5. We can only now take the circumstances as they stand, and determine

what is to be done. I confess, as regards the 31 Acres already felled and burned,
| agree with Mr, Groves. The original forest will never spring up again, and I
question whether a patch of Australian or other artificially planted trees would
look so much better than Coffee as to justify the expense of recovering the piece

As regards the 10 Acres unfelled, I will write to Mr. Herklots, and make the
best terms I can.

6. The survey sketch will show that the 41 Acres adjoin Coffee land of
Mr. Herklots, not, however, as I have since learnt his original holding, but con
sation land given him in 1865-66, 7 i

7. With regard to paragraph 3 of the Government Order under reply

ascertain and report whether any more land on either side of the o
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
14¢th May 1872.
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,, the Board of Revenue.
,» the Conservator of Forests.

Ezxd. F. R. Bantleman.
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