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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
11th May 1872,

sufficient dz.ata to determine to what extent the revenue is affected, and how far
the thteoretlcal superiority of the Excise system is realized in pra(’;ticc In tl‘le
meantime the majority of the Board are not disposed to let the ex )e;‘im nt b
extended to any other distriet. 3 Py
9. Inthe case of Mr. Pritchard there arespecial as well as general grounds
for hesitation.. As contractor for supplying Puttai Arrack in Madras he has a heavi'

task to perform involving important interests and though he has been successful so

far the Board think it safest that his attention should be confined to the Madras
Distillery for the present. Moreover he has no experience of Mofussil Abkari and’
the position of a strange Renter in the district of Chingleput would be one of
peculiar difliculty. 14

10. These Proceedings will be submitted for the orders of Government. A;
the usual sale advertisement must be published a¢ once if the Board’s views are
approved, it is desirable that the orders should be issued as soon as possible.

11. The Third Member who advocates the acceptance of Mr, Pritchard’s
offer has recorded a separate Minute on the subject. .

No. 114. Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 20th April 1872, N8/ 6834

Read the following letter from R. WrBA RLOW, Esq., Acting Collector of the
Chingleput District, to tfle Secretary to the Board of Revenue, M;;dmg
dated Pallicaranay, 26th April 1872, No. 157 :— L :

IN continuation of my letter, No. 132, dated the 5th instant, and with refer-
ence to the Proceedings of the Board of the 16th idem, I have the honour to for-
ward a modified application from Mr. Pritchard offering to take the Abkdri Farm
of this district on the same terms as those under which Mr. Minchin holds it in
Ganjam. '

2. As the application should be in the hands of the Board at once I will not
dfﬂay it by further remarks of mine, though I think my letter above quoted suffi-
ciently expressed my views in the matter.

'SUBMITTED to Government in continuation of Board’s Proceedings, dated 16th
April 1872, No. 69.
2. Tt will be seen that Mr. Pritchard modifies his offer for the Chingleput

%::;én and proposes to work it on the Excise system from the beginning of next
i

3. The objections which the Board urged*with regard to the original. proposal

- apply to the modified proposal also. Of the two, the Board prefer the former

whi 3 :
ich admits of a substantial guarantee against loss of revenue.

No. 115, - OxpEr THEREON, 11th May 1872, No. 761,

Tae Board submit two proposals
Sy from Mr. Pritchard, who holds the
T : i Madras Town Abkéri contract, for the
st i . i lease of the Chingleput Abkdri Farm on

Xcise system. His first proposal was to take the district for one year on the

s‘PMuRevenne, No. 8.

present rent, and for the next two ﬁrg on the Still head duty system. In his
second letter he proposes to take it 2t née from the beginning of next fasli on the
terms supposed to be in force in Ganjam, viz., a Still head duty of Rs. 1-8-0 per
gallon of spirit 30 degrees below proof with a drawback of 5 per cent. *“on all liquor
sold,” and to make over to Government 75 per cent. ¢ of the profits on toddy.”

9. The majority of the Board are not in favour of accepting Mr. Pritchard’s
proposals, as they consider that the trial of the excise system, which is a compara-
tive novelty in this Presidency, is sufficiently extended as proposed by them, and
that Mr. Pritchard has already enough on his hands in the Madras Town Abkdri.

3 The Government do not think that sufficient reason is shown for rejecting
Mr. Pritchard’s second proposal to take the Chingleput District Abkdri on .the
excise system on the same terms as were granted to Mr. Minchin for Ganjam and
Vizagapatam, including a fixed minimum of receipts, below which the lease would
be cancelled, and they accordingly desire that the Board will cause Mr. Pritchard’s
proposal to be reduced to exact terms and call on the Collector to report whether
the Chingleput lease may be made over to him for three years on these conditions,
the minimum revenue being fixed on the same principles as have been adopted in
the Ganjam, Vizagapatam, and South Arcot Districts. '

4. The advantages of the excise system are believed by its advocates to be

so great that the Government are desirous of giving it a full and fair trial under

favourable circumstances. |
5 The Government observe that the excise duty adopted for South Arcot is

Rs. 1-12-0 per gallon, and that the same rate is proposed for North Arcot in the
Board’s Proceedings of 1st May now before Government.

6. It seems to require consideration whether Rs. 1-8-0 is a fair rate for Chin-
gleput District which lies between them, the reason assigned by Mzr. Pritchard for
his tender being that Rs. 1-4-0 is the rate prevailing in that par‘,t of the Madras
District which adjoins Chingleput. The question arises whether this last rate may
not be raised. The Government believe that it was fixed low so as to discourage
the smuggling of spirits from Chingleput Distriet into the Madras limits, when the

the old system, They are disposed to think

former district was farmed out on
that the same rate of excise duty should be adopted in Chingleput, North Arcot, and

South Arcot and in the outlying portions of the Madras District.

(True Extract.)
(Signed) ~ W. HUDLESTON,

Officiating Chief Secretary.

To the Board of Revenue.

Exd. A. S. Rodgers.
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