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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
8th May 1872.

ihe Pagoda Coummittees have no inclination to accept an assignment of revenue in
lieu of ready-money payments, and the details of the scheme will require much
care and attention. A good round sum should, I think, be thrown off to cover
repairs, remissions; and losses, as well as cost of collection, and 10;per cent. would
not be too much to forego in addition to the assessment of what little wastq vt}&ere is.
Roip. Phe quesﬁbn‘next arises, what is to be done for the ryots thus handed
over, their condition will be seriously affected by the transfer ; they will have to
forego any benefits that a ryotwari settlement might be expected to give them,
and they are hardly likely to meet with the same lenient treatment that they

_ experience at the hands of the Government. I should say that they would be

certainly 10 per cent. worse off than they are at present, and the saleable value of

| ~their holdings would probably be much depreciated. A 10 per cent. reduction

for them, too, would only be fair, but any reduction of revenue is opposed to our
present policy, and 20 per cent. thrown off Rs. 1,80,000 amounts to Rs. ‘36,000,
* 7. I forward herewith a skeleton map of the Satoor Talug, showing a long
narrow strip of ryotwari villazos betwoen Z:mins on our most distant frontier,

£5 “as a specimen of what I would make over.

—

.  Excrosure No. 1.—Skeleton Map.

" From the same officer, dated Huzur, 27th October 1871, No. 464.

Ix continuation of my letter No. 454, dated 21st October 1871, I have the
honour to forward herewith a skeleton map of the Strivilliputtur Taluq (adjoining
Savoor), showing the villages that might be made .over to the Siva Committee, who
require a revenue of about Rs. 1,14,000; these villages are contiguous to those in
Satoor, marked off for the Vishnu Committee, and the aggregate comprise nearly
200 square-miles on our extreme northern boundary. The transfer of such g tract

will greatly relieve the district officers who are practically unable to visit these
villages as often as is desirable. s .
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Excrosure No. 1.—Map.

Tue Board resolve to submit these letters for the consideration of Governmen(;.
2. The ready-money allowances now paid to the pagodas in the Tj
District from the public treasury amount to Rs. 1,81,492-7-0, and this sum has to
be commuted into an equivalent of land-revenue plus the 10 per cent. payable on

nnevelly

- account of expenses of management, vicissitudes of seasons, and the like,

3. In reply to Mr. Puckle’s first query the Board have no douht that the
collection of this revenue from the lands to be assigned may properly be entrusted
to the Vaishnava and Siva Committees, respectively, under Act XX. of 1863, it
being left to them to make the payments claimable by the several Dharmakartas
or wardens, throughout the district, of those pagodas at any rate the management
of which was transferred from the Board of Revenue to the Committees by that
Act ; but it is more than doubtful if Government would be justified in entrusting
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8th May 1872,
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the Committees with the control of emoluments a
which were never under the Board’s control,

4. The Collector has proposed making over to the two Committees the
revenue of whole blocks of villages situated in outlying parts of the district, or
otherwise disadvantageously placed in regard to inspection by the officers of the
Revenue Department. If the Committees accede to this arrangement, it has much

ppropriated to other pagodas, etc.,

! to recommend i
* Proceedings No. 4,034, dated 20th Septem- POy mb = ;t,(as $he B?m.‘d hz?ve
ber 1871. already observed)* on administrative

grounds; but the Committees would have
great reason to complain if a course so far departing from the general usage was

forced upon them, which usage consists in assigning the present revenue on certain
specified land situated in the village which contains the pagoda endowed.

5. It is possible, of course, that if terms vegy much more liberal than were
ever contemplated by Govern#ient were granted to the Committees, they might
accept them, and undertake the entire duties of landlords over the villages assigned,
inclnding the obligation to maintain the efficiency of existing works of irrigation;
and if Government approve of the proposal to hand over large tracts of country
(including the unassessed waste and jungles) to be formed into quasi-Zemindaris
under the Committees of the two sects, the Board will eall upon the Collector to
report on what terms exactly the Committees would consent to accept them. It
is obvious, however, that the cession of all the waste lands of a village would be
open to the gravest objection.

6. The wishes of the ryots whose lands are to be charged in future with the
payment of these pagodas, though fairly entitled to be considered, may be
disregarded without breach of law; for there is no doubt of the power of Govern-
ment to assign its revenues to any one it pleases. Indeed, in carrying out this
measure the ryots’ feelings must be disregarded, as it is but too certain that the
proposal will be as little to the taste of the ryots as of the Pagoda Committees ;

dings No. 3267 dated 4th Auues 1671 and as the Board observed in disposing

Proceedings No. 3,267, date ugus ; el : iy 9

approved in Government Order No. 1,467, of ObJBCtXODS r:.:used by Mr. W hiteside to
dated 28th August 1871. the commutation that had been effected

in North Arcot, if the consent of the ryots
Liad been waited for, the commutation would have come to a deadlock. As M.

Puckle remarks in paragraph 4 of his letter embodied in the Proceedings quoted
in paragraph 4 supra, ¢ if the ryots are transferred in bulk * * *, there will be less
grumbling perhaps than if an invidious selection is made in each village.”

7. It is no more injury to one ryot than to another to pay his fixed assess-
ment to a pagoda ; and Mr. Puckle’s suggestion that a 10 per cent. reduction for
the ryots of the assigned villages *“ would only be fair” is, under the present orders of
Government, altogether inadmissible. He seems to have forgotten that *“the owner-
ship of these lands is in no legal sense impaired by the fact that the Government
have empowered the pagoda trustees to collect the usual land tax, for this is all
that the transfer imports”—(Board’s Proceedings No. 3,267, dated 4th August
1871, approved in Government Order No. 1,467, dated 28th August 1871.)

8. In paragraph 3 of his letter recorded in Board's Procecdings dated 20th
September 1871, No. 4,034, the Collector proposes to fevise the assessment before
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