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- COTTON COMMISSIONEE. A, 19,

STATE OF THE WEATHER AND PROSPECTS OF THE COTTOR-
CROP I% THE CENTRAL PROVINCES ANO THE BERARS.

A A A A

No. 6631,

From
HARRY RIVETT-CARNAG, Esq., C.S.,
Cotton Commissioner,
To
Tuz SECRETARY 7o tae CHAMBER os COMMERCE,
BOMBAY.
Diated ALLAABAD, THE 415 DEcianen, 1871,
SIR,

I uave now the honour to forward, for the information of your
Chamber, the usual Annual Statement showing approximately the Area
under Cotton Cultivation in the Central Proviaces and the Berars for the
season 1871-72, to which will be found added abstracts of the reports of
the Local Officers on the prospects of the out=turn of the crop, together with
a brief expression of my own views on the subject.

2 The statement on page 2 gives approximately the area under cotton
‘pultivation in each district of the Central Provinces and the Berars during
‘the present season, as compared with the figures of former years. The
districts and divisions will be found arranged in the order ‘observed on
former occasions. The total result, then, as the figures will show, is as
follows :—The acreage sown with cotton in the Central Provinces this year is
597,941 acres as compared with 768,936 acres in 1870-71, and there is thus

" a decrease of about 70,995 acres, or nine per cent,, in the culiivation. The
Berars also show a falling-off; the figures being 1,478 648 acres for the
present season, as -compared with 1,547,427 acres last year, or a decrease in
the Berars of about 68,779 acres, or four per cent. The grand total for the
two provinces is 2,176,589 acres for 1871-72, against 2,316,363 acres in
1870-71, or a decrease of 139,774 acres, or six per cent. The returns, it
will be remembered, are approximate only. It is quite impossible to
ensure the returns being prepared with perfect aceuracy, but they convey, it
is believed, a sufficiently correct idea of - the state of the caltivation daring
the present season as compared with former years,
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3. The totalsof the cotton acreage in the Central Provinces and the
Berars for some years past is given below for the sake of comparison ;—

Year. { Central Provinces, Berars, ! Total.
f 55 4 b

1864465, L) 1,196,300

1866-66, P o 910,000

1886-67, | o | 238,06

:ﬂ-._w;?d‘d, ot PRI

1%68-69, ‘

1869-70,

187071, Al 768,936 547 A27

1871-72, Wi q 697,941 1,478,648

Tue Centrar Provixces:

4. Examining these returns in detail, andeommencing with the
Nagpore Division, it is to be noticed that the Nagpore District shows
a falling-off of 24,000 acres The detailed figures for this district have
not, however, been received, and the entry is founded on the rough aad not
very sanguine estimates of the Native Subordinate Magistrates, who report
that the heavy and continuous rain which fell early in the season prevented
many cultivators from sowing cofton, and that a falling-off of about 25 per
cent. is to be expected. There is a hope, however, that matters may turn
out rather better than representgd, and in accepting the above estimate we
are quite on the safe side. In Chanda and Wurdah the figures are about the
same as those of last year, and this, it will be remembered, is quite the most
important cotton-growing tract in the Central Provinces.

5. A decrease in the area sown with cotton is to be noticed in every
single district of the Jubbulpore Division. But the decrease in each case is
nominal, save in the Jubbulpore District, where it is to be debited to the
heavy rain at the commencemeant of the season, to be noticed in more detail
hereafter. The cotton grown in this division is chiefly consumed locally,
and the trade of Bombay has, as yet, but little interest in it.

6. In the Nerbudda Division, the most noticeable point is the de-
crease in the Nimar District, which adjoins Berar, and sends some eotton
of fair quality to the Bombay market, The other districts, with the excap-
tion of Chindwara, also show some decrease, the net result for the whole
Division being a slight improvement.

7. In the last Division of the Central Provinces, the Chutteesgurh
country lying fareast of Nagpore towards Orissa, there has boen a falling-off,
But here, also, the eotton grown is nearly entirely used for home conshmp-
tion, and for the Bombay trade at least the falling-off is not a matter of any
great importance.

- Tar: Berans.

8. We now come to the area under cotton cultivation in the Berars, in
which the trade of Western India has so great an interest. The figures
indicate that there has been a falling-off of about 10,000 acres in the Oom-
raotee District. But this is more than counterbalanced by the increase
in the adjoining districts of Woon and Ellichpore; the net result for the
division being an increase of about 30,000 acres.

9. Iu West Berar, a considerable decrease is'unf'ortuzmtely to be noted.-
The cause of this will be explained in more detail hergafter, but it may,
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‘drawn by the Bombay market from the Central Provinces and the Berars

during former years. Your Chamber has been kept informed by the
reports submitted to you from time to time of the state of the weather
in the cotton-growing country to which this report relates, and it will be
remembered that the leading characteristies of the -season have been ex-
ceptionally heavy rain early in the monsoon in the northern and eastern
portions of the Central Provinees and the Berars, avith a very scanty
rain-fall in the districts to the south and west. Thus the heavy rain which

Tuvucd Tne’ Ivortn- Western Provinees and Bengal extended to the dis-

tricts of the Jubbulpore Division and to Nursingpore and to parts of the
Hoshungabad District. The rain was very heavy during the early part of
the monsoon in the Nagpore District alsp, and in the Wurdah Valley,
and in the eastern portionof East Berar. Thus the Deputy Commissioner
of Nagpore reports that the falling-off in the area sown with cotton is to
be attributed to the continued downpour, which prevented the cultivators
putting in the cotton-seed. In West Berar, again, and in the Nimar Dis-
trict of the Central Provinces which adjoins Khandesh, exactly the oppo-
site results are to be noticed. Here the rain failed almost entirely, and
the dryness of the season either prevented the sowings or burnt up a con-
siderable portion of the young crop,

15. For the injury to the cropin West Berar my former reports will

Heavyrainin the
orth.

’

Bcant

rain-fall |

towards the West,

Damage to 'the |

. . . cropin West Bg )
in some degree have prepared you. Atone time there was, indeed, a danger of | rar. ‘

the utter failure of the crop. But some rain fell in September, and the danger
was averted. Had the rain returned later in the season, as was, I under-
stand, the case in Guzerat, the crop might after all have been hardly below the
average. But, unfortunately, this did not happen, and with the exception of
80 cents. in themiddle of November no rain has since fallen in West Berar.
It ismow too late to hope for any henefit to the cotton-crop from the return of
rain. On the ebutrary, rain at this season would damage the ripe cotton,
and would in no way improve the out-turn. I have hitherto been unwil-
ling to predict a decrease in the outturn, as rain might hhve at any moment
returned, and changed the whole complexion of affaivs. But there is now
no chance of matters mending, and I lose no timein communieating to your
Chamber the best information that is available, together with my own
views on the subject. : '

16. The annexed statement will help to explain the unequal distribution
of the rain-fall in the cotton-growing country :—
Comparative Statement showing the Rain-fall in the Wurdah Valley and the Berars

during the Monsoon of 1871 as compared with 1870, &
NAGPORE DIVISION.
: Nagpare ‘ Wuardah.,
1871, | asvo. 1871. 1870.
i Inches, Inches. Inches, Inches,
June, K rae e o 1278 647 498 \
July, P 1808 2945 1578 1312
August, .. s 2:01 +72 120
Septembet,i.. Soue 11:50. . | 330 393 6'86
Qetober, .. aen o =N 497 587 ot
November, v« o 70 2y
44°34 3752 3727 26°16
Increase, inches, ; 683 11k

e

Rain-fall of 187}
compared with
1870,

.
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21. The reports from the Chutteesgurh country show that the plants
suffered early in the season from the heavy rains that visited this part of the
country alsv, but that prospects are on the whole favourable. The area
under cotton, as has already been shown, has decreased. But none of the
erop finds its way to Bombay, and so far as your Chamber is concerned the
matter is not of much-importance.

22. We now come to quite the most important of the cotton-growing
tracts thot Loo tobe noliced, Numme 1y, the-"Wardak ‘r'u\ley and the BC){&L‘S,
which eontribute respectively about 25,000 and 2 10,000 bales of the total
of 250,005 bales exported by these Provinces during a good season to

Bombay.,

23. The leading characteristics of.the season ifi the N agpore District
have been, first excessiv erain early in the monsoon which interfered in
some degree with the sowings, and then a long break of dry weathér in
August which threatened to damage the crop. The timely return of
rain in September, however, removed the chief cause for anxiety. It is
now expected that the crop in the Nagpore Division will be on the whole
a fair one. The area has slightly decreased as already explained. It s\(t}x%\

*amounts 309,833 acres.

, 24. Inthe Wurdah District, also, the season was ushered in with un=
usually heavy rain. The fall during August and September was moderate,
and rain returned again in October. Mz, Noble, the Assistant to the Cotton
Commissioner in the Wurdah Valley, has recently been on a tour through
this tract, and his reports are, on the whole, favourable. Towards the
east, the erops have felt the want of rain Jjustas the pods ‘wers ripening,
but further to-the south-weast, towards the Wurdah river, the fields are
in excellent condition ; and he reports, under date the 30th:—

“To all appearance some of the fields of cotton and Jowaree that are
to be seen-about here are as fine as one could ish,” and that  the
accounts received in-this part are favourable, the' cotton and jowaree
erops are better than last season.” He further reports that the erops
towards Arvee are excellent,

25. 'This view is confirmed by the reports of the District Officers : the
Deputy Commissioner of Wurdah’s remarks on the prospects of the crop in
his district being to the effect that a good outturn is expected ; and the
Deputy Commissioner of Chandah’s report being also favourable. Frommy
own ohservations when in the Wurdah Valley in the autunm, and from
my knowledge of the weat}]er since that date, 1 should be inclined to pre-
dict that quite an averagC supply of cotton may be expected from this
yuarter. . '

26. Under date the 22nd November, Mr. Noble reports ;—

.. “The quality of the cotton coming into the Hingungh#t market is
very good, and the present rate is Rs. 65 and Rs. 80 for a bhojah of
12 maunds (264lbs.) and 15 maunds (3301bs.) respectively, the rates
for kapas, or cotton in the seed, are Rs. 45 to Rs. 48 per kandy (a kandy=
20 maunds, 16 seers to the maund=640Ibs, )" |

In Chutteesgurh

The Wurdah
Valley.
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'30. In West Berar the prospects are much less encouraging. Cap-
tain Hudleston, the Deputy Commissioner of Akola, writing in Oetober,
thus describes matters in his district :-—

“ As to the yield, the crop is still in a somewhat precarions condition,
although the prospects compared with what they were a month ago are
very much better.

meret et M i withan the nexd anentl ds mrack meadad, wikile rain after
"this period will do more harm than good. In some places, buds and
flowers have appeared prematurely upon the young plants. Still, with a
little more favourable rain, the out-turn will, I conceive, be within 12 or

15 per cent. of the usual yield per acre. .

“The following figures show the rain-fall for nine years for the four
rainy months up to present time :—

4 Months,
Year. Total,
June. ] July. August. September.

18863, P 396 576 2320 1192
1864, ) 468 894 545 175 2082
1865, "ot 644 937 895 1976
1866, e 035 1132 553 047 567
1867, b 312 416 648 178 1554
1468, wee 629 469 - 799 195 312
1869, ser 321 322 11'84 865 2692
1870, 643 174 738 1°69 3249
.1&1;, wee 52 2498 211 35 13°16

 From £hiis statement the history of the coming harvest may be vlear-

ly read, How it was sown with an average fall in June; how in July it

received less rain than in any year but one during the last nine years, so

that the earliest sowings were lost, and all the rest retarded in growth;

further, how in August it languished under a rain-fall less than 40 per

. cent. of any one year during same period; and how, lastly, in September

" it revived partially under a full average supply for that month, which,
though falling late, was of much benefit to the crops.

“During July and August the weather was cloudy, with cool winds
and dewy nights; had it been otherwise, I believe the greater part of the
crop wonld have perished. Justnow the days are bright and hot, suitable
enough for a crop fairly treated in its infancy, but dangerous under present
circumstanees where the plants are undergrown and liable to be premature-
ly forced into flower before maturity.” ’ A 3

Bl 31, Fortunately rain fell on the 15th and 16th November, and
sﬁghﬂy”iml);dye&.matﬁers. ) - B e
32. Reports from the other Districtsof West Berar are equally wi-

satisfactory, and the state of the crops in the division is thus. summed

~ up by the Commissioner, Colonel Stubbs, in a letter dated the 17th

November;— | At
| “Inmy last report to Government, I stated that the crop prospects in
- West Berar were never worse than at preseut, and this was literally the

YT

W T

West Berar.

Colonel Stubbs®
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ops as unimprovable, and long for rain only to secure the
and to increase the water-supply; and if rain does come
at in many instances the cotton-plants will be rooted up,
eat sown in their place.

view is that the best ficlds will be improved in so far that
ming will mature satisfactorily, I do not think rain will
drer wrany extent.  Lhuve very carefully inspe

m a distance look tolerably well, but a closer seru...

lants have a poor display of blossom or peds, and unless
reated intervals I doubt if this could be much increased.

on Farm is suffering much from the continued drought.
strong and well formed, but from want of nourishment

sly damaged by the bol-worm. -The farm was visited
by two of the principal deshmooks in the district, who
farmers on a large scale. They were greatly delighted

continues, I seriously doubt if our best cotton will yield 50Ibs.
ereas many will bear me out in saying that had the season
able one our average vyield would probably not have been
Olbs. -

gret to say that it has been necessary to abandon most of
a paddy, the supply of water in our wells being quite inade-
he requirements of it and other crops.

8.—Since writing the above, we have had some rain—in Shea-
ents., in Akola 60 cents; but it was heavier towards Khamgaum
re.

eather is still unsettled, and I expect more rain will fall.”
ind, writing again on the 4th December, he adds :—

n of which I informed you in a posteript to my last report

or only a few hours, and the quantity registered during that

exceed 80 cents., hardly sufficient to affect the late cotton-plants.

ave done good to the more forward ones, which were in the course

@ ; but, on the whole, I doubt if the late rain was sufficient to
alter the cotton prospects of the season.

3 latest reports from West Berar indicate cloudy weather and

s of further rain ; but so far as the cotton-crop is concerned
ange in the weather is not desirable, as much ripe cotton would
and liable to stain, while, on the other hand, it is too late in
o hope for any compensating improvement in the sickly plants.

Of December 4th.



41. My own views, founded on the facts given above,are that the
falling off in the exports consequent on the damage that has been caused
to the cropin West Berar will be from 20 to 25 per cent., and taking the
average annual exports from these Provinces to Bombay at 250,000 bales
of 400lbs. each, the supplies this season will I fear bardly exceed from
180,000 to 200,000 bales. '

42, Your Chamber has before them the facts on which this
opinion is founded, and you will be able to judge for yourselves how far my
views are likely to prove correct. I hopesoon to be back in camp in the
~ Berars, and any further information that may be obtained on this impor-

tant subject will be communicated to you without delay.
- .

I have the honour to be,
Siz,
Your most obedient Servant,
Corron Commissioner's OFFICE : HARRY RIVETT-CARNAC,
. Allahabad, Ath December, 1871. } Cotton Commissioner.




mm PROSPECTS OF THE COTTON-
L PROVINCES AND THE BERARS.

= : 827
No. 6712. ; :
:
I Y RIVETT CARNAC, Esq., C.S,,
Cotton Commissioner,
\ : ‘ BOMBAY. . 3
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East Bénr. .

and, although the ﬁtscp

 very little cotton on the plants

k- c4)

than a 12-anna* one, which in reality sigmﬂes that the crop is 8 very good
and considerably above the average.

“I bave heard cultivators very early in the Season estimate a crop at
one rupee and one rupee four annas, but before the p:ckmgs commence

it has always dwindled down to 8 mm or so, no matter haw favourable
t.he weather. 9 ok thisl

“The ‘Katan cmp Q ! "mf m, peas,
will be leas than last y&, whes they were almve the average.”

3. The following extract from Mr. Nago Rao's report will show the
condition of matters in East Bérar. Wrmng on the 11th instant he says ;—

“I have the honour to report that during the past week endiog
Saturday last the weather continued to be as cloudy and oppressive as it
was during the preceding weeks, It has been bnght and somewhat cool
since yesterday. :

“During the week under report I have had but little time to in-
speet the crops of the country, and, consequently, I could not travel over
a distance of more than 50 miles by road. I visited the important cotton-
growing tract lying between Qomraotee, Dhunuj, Kooram Khullar, and
Oothumsurrah, &e., and found that between Phool Amlah and Lontaik,
the crops of cotton and jowaree, and the whole of the rubbee crops, were
all that could be desired. The eottamplmts were usually high and branchy;
ielhng bee "eoinp&eted there was still plenty of

2O ne. deythewhole of the
T'Wlﬂdm that the jowaree

the mbbee crops of ﬂns lwal:ty_ wm eéeﬁ to be in an excellent condition.

% Between Oomraotee ‘and Dhunn_], aqd also between Dhunuj and
Phool-Amlah, the geneml appearance of :ﬁm cotapn-cmp, so far as I have
~seen and heard, is good. The 1
is entirely over, but I am sorry t

ep M in most of the ﬁelds there is
‘-p)\ekr for the second time, and the
and g bols upon them. The in-
rs of 'ﬂﬂ'&lﬂ‘ tra gtshmved that the outturn

plnnts bm now veryffe'w
fro

".. &c:) 1ttsgenera11y adnntted ‘
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_ing of jowaree and the first picking of eotton are nearly over; and that
the cultivators are all busy in ginning kapas and gathering jowaree.

- “The annexed are the reports from Messrs, Beck and Lloyd on the
pl'éﬁ#mt condition of the Oomraotee and the Lakhpooree Experimental
Farqns. They contain every information connected with the varieties of the
eriments undextnq,]., I am sorry to observe that on the Oomraotee Farm
, am is being much damaged by various insects; that the cotton, which

m gown on deep-ploughed land, and which in consequence required much

" miore rain than what it had during the monsoon; has suffered most seri-

onsly, and that wheat and linseed are also going back for want of rain,
which is urgently wanted for them. Unlessit falls soon, the rubbee crops
of the farm, as well as of the Native fields in the neighhourhood, will be

senously d&maged The manured plots of the farm will, it is hoped, give
a good second p.ckmg d there has been a remagkable difference between

the manured and the nured plants of cotton*on the farm.”

4 Mr. Nago ﬁao g report relates to the moqt favoured portion of
- Hast Berar. Fnﬂheﬁq@t the condition of xﬁh s is less favourable.

5. 'Writing. ?1 é‘ th instant from Akola, ‘Mr Dunlop says:—

 “The cloucly wedther adverted to in my last passed away without rain,
wd we have again clear hot dsws without any pfaspect of rain.

. “The harvest ppaspeeﬁs are worse even thah was lately anticipated.
 The rqiﬂ in the middle of November was too light to have any good effect
on fE s, &Ed&l% cotton-crop in this part is miserable. - Many fralds
are’ gmeldmg nothing, and even where the plants are large aud strong-look-
_.ing, the pods are very scarce. The general outturn from the affected

. distriets cannot, I think, be more than 25 per cent. of last year's yield. As

the Akote and East Berar Distriets have better crops, I estimate the decrease
on the total receipts this year at 30 to 40 per cent. The cultivators in
this part are in great distress, and will have much difficulty in paying their
land-reyenue, the first instalment of which is now about to fall due.

. The jowarree erop has almost entirely failed, the cotton nearly so, and
' there is little to be seen but Furbee (stalks of jowaree), which will be fully
reqmred ior the cattle. The prospects for the rubbee crops are also bad,
and t‘.heze is a poor chance of their surviving unless rain falls.

o) The Tehseeldnr of Balapore reports as follows on his talook, the
Whnle of wh:oh be has carefully inspected :—

) i '].‘0 !s Hata, and generally most of the villages on the north of

Bdggore where, for the want of the first few showers in the beginning of
the monsoon, the cotton-seed was sown geveral times, the crops are a total
failure.  In the villages on the south and south-east of Balapore, I have seen
oocasiona.lly a field almost white with bursted cotton-pods, but taking the
_ whole into consideration, the yield in that part could be guessed at about
half of what it would otherwise have been bad the season been less
 anfavourable. The average yield from the whole talook may be estimated

. at4anuasmthempee.r

West Berar.
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“The erops of the cotton farm are gradually being harvested. The

B e

i; general outturn will compare favourabl y with that from the cultivators’ A 21

{l fields, but little more can be said for our crops.” : :
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- Your most obedient Servant, . No. 7,014,
‘ - HARRY RIVETT-CARNAC, -

- Member of and Honorary Secretary to,
. the Central Commitice in India.

RIVETT-CARNAC, Eso, C.5,

Cotlon Commissioner,

& i 3 ,r" AT &
& SECRETARY 10 e CHAMBER or COMMERCE,
SR L BOMBAY. -

Dated Azramsran, e g0th DrcexpEr 1871,
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' m- ﬁo forward herewith extracts from the Reports
‘ Cotton Commissioner, giving the latest informa- 1.
d crop prospects.

report that, during the past week ending
‘ ontinued to be cloudy, and a little rain also
d in } ! ‘neighbdurhood on the 22nd idem at night ;
to only 10 cents at Oomraotee, and, consequently
» to do any good to the rubbes crops of the country.
are somewhat cloudy, but the nights are pretty cool.

sing from Qomraotee to this place through Mortizapore,
most of the cotton-fields on the road, the picking of kapas
er; that Jowarree also was reaped and gathered. I

| better condition, but they were not as fresh
| Ev,a‘ been by this time of the season.
have received from the different parts of the
o that the cultivators are engaged in picking
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