


Proceedings of the Madras Governme nt,-l Reven e D
23rd April 1872,

No. 256.  Read the following letter from the Superintendent‘of Revenue Survey,
to the Officiating Chief Secretary to Government, Revenue Department,
dated Chepauk, 19th March 1872, No. 459-16:—

Wirz reference to &. O, No. 1,532 of the 5th September last, 1 have the
honour to state that, as the upper part of the ““ Wood” Cinchona plantation consists
of large trees altogether stopping the view, it would have been impossible to
survey or take levels over it without serions loss to Government ; the lower portion,
not presenting such formidable difficulties, has been minutely measured, and the
surface-area ascertained. : A

9. 1 enclose a map showing the extent by survey and by surface-measure-
ment. The excess of the latter over the former area is 18 per cent.

3. The average gradient has not been ascertained on account of the difficulty
named in the first paragraph, which prevented even the measurement of the whole
estate.

4. The average distance between the Cinchona plants being 5§ % 5} feet instead
of T x 7 as estimated, the number of trees planted on the estate may be assumed
as correctly stated by Mr. Mclvor. .

5. 1 enclose, for reference, copy of a letter from Captain Sargeaunt, Assistant
it it Bariiny Butey s ‘beg to state that, on a recent visit o the

locality, I have personally ver: ed what he advances in it. A ey~
From Captain C. C. SARGEAUNT, Assistant Superintendent of Revenue Survey, Nilgiris, to the

Superintendent of Revenue Survey, dated Ootacamund, 29th January 1872, No. 59-8. e

Accorping to your instructions in letter No. 107-23, dated 20th January 1872, I have taken
in hand the surface-survey of the Wood Cinchona estate. < w7y

9. T have the honour to inform you that it will be necessary to cut away some of the branches
of the Cinchona trees, and, in some cases, the trecs themselves, to carry out the simple method of
ascertaining the surface area adopted by you. ¢

3. Tam of opinion that, if the estate be accurately contoured, either with level or Theodolite
and boning staves, the loss to Government in well grown trees will be great indeed. 2

4 Tt seems to me, from personal inspection and from measurements taken with my own
hands on the ground and in various parts of the estate, that the average distance between the
Cinchona plants, taking in the late supplies, will be about 5 feet. o e

5. Suppose we assume 53 feet to be the average diptanée between the trees, we have then, by
survey, 100,137 trees on an ared of 69-54 acres (base-measurement). If we take the distance
at which the tr(s were supposed to be glmte_d. x_;amoly, 7x7, we have 888 trees to the acre.
Divide the number of trees derived from the assumption that they are planted 53 x5}, namely,
100,137 by 888, we have an area of 11276 acres (surface-measurement), or nearly the amount
of land that Mr. l[olvor‘mpposed he had planted. : !

6. From the above it appears fo me that the expenditure of money in contouring the estate,
and the loss of capital by cutting down the Cinchona trees, should not be incurred without further

reference to Government, more especially as no general results will be obtained from the surface- 5

measurement of & very small portion of the hills. We shall know the exact excess of surface over
base-measarement on that particular block of land, but shall be as much in the dark as before as

to the rest of district.
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