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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department
22nd April 1872.

In consideri 1
: 8 ng the increas : 1
g crease of revenue
sumption of firewood and the legitimat s
| mate sources of s 7 remai
: g su »
the same now as in 1868-69, LY Soa iy
8. I will only ¢ 1
BT ', 1}11) add that it hardly follows that alienations of forest are neces
sarily made ‘* without any consi 1 :
o e \11‘1: 10ut any consideration of water-supply and other climatic reasons”
wherever the IFores : jurisdi o
orest Department has no jurisdiction. Nevertheless under the
+ 6. 0., 24th January 1872, }L-]orga.mzatlon of the Forest Departmentlately proposed, *
Mo. 148. think the ‘ : :
' nk that the powers of the Inspector-General might
N with advantage be enlarged, and that no alienations of
8 anywhere should be sanctioned until his opinion has been obtained

Excrow .RE No. 1.—Copy of Captain Murray's letter.

Qyr R g > O 1 ¥ 7 9 7‘)
SUBMITTED to GO\ er nment, "V]th reference to then' orde‘ Of ~Oth Februar 18 ~
’

No. 319.
) pos— ] A 3
Major Beddome appears to have misunderstood what was said to him by

A

(Captain Murray as to the extent of the clearing on Mr. Herklots’ land. His appre-
Lensions as to the inevitable destruction of the Coonoor Ghaut Forest are, the
)

Board are glad to observe, premature.

No. 227. OgrpER THEREON, 22nd April 1872, No. 650.
ST Tre Government observe that
/ 3 = &
Mr. Breeks should have made a special
reference to them before making over

this land to Mr. Herklots, as such positive orders against further grants on the
It does not appear that the land actually adjoins

ohaut had been issued.

Mr, Herklots' original holding.
9. The Government desire that the Commissioner will ascertain and report

an recover possession of the 41 acres block, of which it appears

for what sum they ¢
o been felled, and that, pending further orders, he will

that some 25 acres hav
all further clearing on if.
and report whether there is any more land on

has been granted or sold but is not yet cleared, in
be taken to prevent further devastation to the

endeavour to stop

3. He will also ascertain
oither side of the ghaut which
order that, if possible, steps may

i.l)I'CSt.
(True Ext ract. )
(Signed) ~ W. HUDLESTON,
Officiating Chief Secretary.
To the Board of Revenue.
. the Commissioner of the Nilgiris.

. the Congervator of Forests,

i.«d. E. R. Bantleman.
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. - Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue bepa;m;.i”
| : 92ud April 1872, Bt

)

ted 5th

: No. 226.  Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, da
| ~ April 1872, No. 531 :—

 Read the following letter from J. W. BREEKS, Esq., Commissioner of the Nilgiris,
- to the Secretary to the Board, of Revenue, dated Ootacamund, 2nd Mare h» "

&

:‘ ey .. . AB y dimcted in Government Order,Reyénue Department, 20th F éﬁfﬂ&fy 187’2

~ No. 319, Ireply to the Forest Conservator’s letter of the 30th January 1872, No, STOt
2. Tt was sometime in 1869 when Mr. Herklots first brought to Iy m’ti@
' Government Order, Public Department, of the 19th July 1865, No. 769, and com.
~ plained that he had never been put in possession of all the land thereby granted by

- way of compensation for a loss which he estimated at several thousands of Rupees ; [;
that he did not think he had got more than half of what he was entitled to, and, =

~ that he required a survey and his full complement. .
" At that time, as the Board will remember, the Survey Department was greatly
in arrears with the waste land purchase surveys, so after a personal inspection of
Mr. Herklots’ compensation block, thinking he had got all, or nearly all he was
entitled to, I put him off with the promise of a survey when the more pressing arrears |

- had been disposed of. . : .‘
8. In 1870 Mr. Herklots from time to time (whenever in fact he saw sl
- renewed his complaint. He estimated that he was short 30 or 40 acres, 1 toj et \_‘
him to look about for a suitable block of that extent when I would go over and
“inspect it and order a survey. It was soon after this that he informed me that there

was no more forest land fit for coffee adjacent to his estate except-on the opposite

side of the ravine. -
Disliking the idea of cutting into the forest on the southern side of the river, I

again went over the ground with Captain, Sargeaunt and tried to pursuade
Mr. Herklots to take forest land in some other quarter, or be content with scrub-
land adjoining his estate on the ghaut or nort.hern sifie qf th.e river. Mr. Herklots
strongly objected and _reiterated his complaints (with justice I felt) that for one
reason or another he had been put off for several years ; th.at he originally demanded
15,000 Rupees as compensation ; that he was fairly enfntled to 100 acres of good
forest land adjoining his estate, and that if I could find him land on the north side.
of the river answering this description in the judgment of any experienced coffee
id not.canndoigiiaoroms the Tl .. | . siee | iR S
ﬂ??.i%&%&fdﬁge the Survey Officer to make a preliminary survey™of
Mr. Herklots’ property and estimate the balance of land due to him which was found
.o be about 40 acres; and finally, after further.inspection by Captain Sargeaunt, and ,
myself not being able to find a 40-acre block adjacent to Mr. Herklots’ estate in any

sther direction, I was compelled to give it him across the river.
The block has since been permanently demarcated and surveyed, and is found

‘5 be 4137 acres.
" The above is

ast year.

the history of the case and Mr. Herklots was put in possessi(‘):r'lm



Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depaytment,
22nd April 1872. ' 4
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9. In January this year I received a private note, dated 9th January, from
Major Beddome, bringing to notice that felling was taking place on the south side
of the Coonoor ravine.

I was in camp when I got his letter and replied that I regretted the felling as
much as any one, but I believed that it was on some 30 or 40 acres (speaking from
Plenlory) which had been long ago granted to Mr. Herklots.

At the same time I directed Captain Murray to go and see where the felling
was taking place. He reported that it was on Mr. Herklots’ land.

After hearing from me that the area was some 30 or 40 acres, Major Beddome
says ‘I have since heard from Captain Murray that it is of much greater extent.”
I forward Captain Murray’s letter to that point.

Major Beddome, I think, would” have done well, if after his interview with
Captain Murray he had communicated with meagain on the subject of the area.

6. Major Beddome in his letter also says “a few years ago it was also
strictly ordered by Government that no more forest whatever was to be given up
on the ghaut side of this same ravine. This latter order it has probably been
found impossible to act up to, at any rate what with two Ghauts, an Electrie
Telegraph and numerous plantations, every bit of forest on this side is fast disap-
pearing.”

I suppose Major Beddome alludes to the Government Order, Revenue
Department, of the 80th January 1868, No. 259, prohibiting any further grant of
forest land on either side of the Coonoor Ghaut, but what the rest of the sentence
means I do not know. I have found no difficulty in acting up to the order. The
two ghaut roads were traced and the land taken up for them long before the order
was issued and no forest land has been granted by me since. A telegraph line has
lately been erccted certainly, but I cannot conceive that a great amount of forest
has disappeared in consequence.

7. lllicit felling still goes on there as elsewhere no doubt, but I think it is a
fuir inference from the following returns that it has been considerably checked
since the Nilgiri forests were transferred on the 1st of April 1869 from the Forest
to the Revenue Department : —

| Number of persons con-

}: victed by the Magis-

trates in cases in which, Gross receipts

the Forest Department from the Nilgiri
prosecuted. ! Forests.

Cases. Persons. l

f R, NP,

118(}8-69 :‘ { i 2,7714: 4 6

LAaR 2B | ' 6,926 11 1
‘ | 11,007 11 4
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