Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
18th April 1872,

No. 187. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 17th
April 1872 . —

Read the following papers :—

From the Acting Collector of Vizagapatam, to the Secretary to the Board of
Revenue, dated 9th April 1872, No. 275.

I'mave the honour to report on the progress made in relief works during the
past month.

2. Work has been in progress on all roads, for which special grants were

sanctioned, with the exception of that from Conada to the trunk road between
Chittivulsa and Chicacole, and that from Kuppili to Chilkapalem. For the former
of the two roads a grant of Rs. 10,000 was sanctioned on March 4th, 1872. The
line previously surveyed and fixed on for this road was condemned by the present
range officer, consequently the work had to be stopped. A new line has since been

fixed on, and steps are in progress to hand over the land required for the road tothe
Department Public Works. Nothing has been done to the road from Kuppili to
Chilkapalem, as I was of opinion that it was inexpedient to spend more money at
present on works connected with the Kuppili salt-pans, as the salt water-supply

there is reported by Dr. Ratton to be so defective.

3. On the other works the grants sanetioned are being expendod. Ienclose
a list showing the amount expended up to March 31st, and the estimated expendi-
ture to June 30th. The daily number of labourers employed on these works,
exclusive of those employed on irrigation-repairs, and those employed by the
Maharajah of Vizianagram, amount to between 8,000 and 9,000 men, women, and
children.

4. Some of the grants are being rapidly expended, but in many cases further
o o J ]
expenditure can be met by allotments already made in the Local Fund Budget of
1872-73. This, however, is not the case as regards the trunk'road from Tuni to
Chicacole. It is true that a total sum of Rs. 14,100 appears in the Local Fund
)
Budget under this head, but this is the maintenance of the road throughout its
o b o
entire length. I have, therefore, the honour to request a further grant of Rs. 20,000
to be expended along the entire length of the trunk road. This will keep the work
going till June, when it is to be hoped that the usual rains may fall, and the people
find employment in agricultural operations.

5. In my letter No. 219, dated 26th March 1872, to which no answer has
as yet been received, I applied for a further grant of Rs. 1,500 to be expended on the
road between Ramabadrapuram and Seetanagram. Rupees 10,000 were allotted in
the Local Fund Budget for the road from Gajapatinagram to Parvatipur ; but this
amount was reduced by the Board to what extent I am as yet uninformed.

6. Certain irrigation-works have been chosen by Mr. Kelsall, Principal
Assistant Collector, in consultation with the range officer, on which to expend the
grant of Rs. 15,000 made.
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Officiating Chief Secretary:
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