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No. 167.  Read the following letter from G. THORNHILL, Esq., Acting Second
Member of the Board of Revenue, on Special Dut7y t(;the ()?ﬁciaﬁn(
N - v - . ’ V. o
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated 5th April 1872 _E:

I mave the honour tore yort ther :
: ; e results T s ha
With the exce stion of Je [0 f tl : (ff i s Vissgmpnes e
> excej sypore, O ) sterial divisi ili
4 2 I : JEYPOLe, ¥ }c magisterial divisions of Palconda, Bobbili,
and Parvatipur, and a8 narrow strip of country
[ under the ghaut istri
* fforad more oF {oas from (he fadareof ghauts, the whole district
g sre or less from the failure of the north-east monsoon. The early rains
were favourable enough ; and on the whole th 1 {
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elaeq 8 o
except perhaps near the coast-line s th of Vi : & eeee i

I ps nee sast-line south of Vizagapatam where they were not so

plent‘xlul as elsewhere. U nder the better river-channels and large trmi—g too, crops
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were gene ally secured, but the total absence of rain after Sep‘fembcr led t’o very

oxtensive failure of paddy throughout the entire tract of country under notice :
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9. From an mll_y- date'lmpmtb of grain commenced in different directions
and have been 80 steadily maintained that up to this time there has been no seriou’s
rige in prices.
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3. The hary est in Orissa, 10 Chicacole, in Purla Kimidy, in Gunipur, in
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Jeypore proper, and in the Godavery delta, were abundant, and grain has been, and

H - o ¢ oy W 1 oo (116 141 { - ’ s
continues t0 be, draw l.l ~m large quantities from all those markets.

4. Large quantities of grain have been imported by sea into Bimlipatam
and Vizagapatam from False Point, Balasore, Rangoon, and Moulmein, and latterly

: :

Cocanada, Masulipatam, and Madras have contributed their quota to the stock

5. By land long strings of carts laden with paddy have come in from Guni-
from Cuttack in the north, and from the Godavery delta in

pur and Purla Kimidy,
the south.
6. In Jeypore proper the har
the only means of transport is by pack-bull(‘)cks,
d the villages immediately unde
less in value than two to three lakhs a

have been very abundant, but as
the grain from that country has
r the ghauts.

vest 18 gaid fo
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7. The imports by sea have not been
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e, been stored, but has been freely distri-
t the weekly markets, which are very

month, and the stocks on h
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and disposed of 8

buted over the counfry
pumerous in the Vizagapatam Distriet.

8. With the markets supplied in this way,
of food througho
would have the means of buying it.

ed, there was employment for the greater part
been, and probably was, some increase in the
arch of work. Tt is the yearly custom of
many in Vizagapatam to go into the Godavery, where the rates of wages are
higher, to look for employment during the harvest in the delta and on the Public
Works; and in a year like the present, these numbers would naturally increase;
§igns of distress, and it was not till the beginning of
y urgent demand for work. Applica-
ble those requiring 1t to be employed

it was quite clear that no fears need
be entertained of any scarcity ut the district ; the only question
was whether the pcop]c at large

9. 8o long as the harvest last
There may have

of the population.
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but there were no outward
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Proceedirigs of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
\7th April 1872.
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10. By the time I arrived in the district, preliminary arrangements for open-
ing the works sanctioned had been made ; and in the course of my tour through
the district with Mr. Melville, farther grants of money were applied for whenever it
appeared necessary. The country had been s0 thoroughly and carefully examined
by Mr. Melville himself as well as by Mr. Kelsall, Mr. Jones, and Mr. Johnston,
that my subsequent ingpection was easily made.

11. A list of the grants applied for is given below, and it is hoped that these
may suffice to keep the people employed until the rains set in. Should they prove
insufficient, however, the Collector will at once apply for additional sums. The
numbers employed at the date of my last advices were about 5,000, but it is likely
these will increase ; and it is possible that ‘the news of work being available a-
home will induce some of those who have emigrated to return and swell the num}
bers applying for employment in the district :—

List showing the special Grants for Relief Works in Viaagapatam District.

EB'

Trunk road from Chicacole southwards 5,000
Do. from Ankapilly southwards ... e oo we 8,000
Road from Narsipatam to Tallapalem 71,000
Do. from do. to Polaveram o
Do. between Rambhadrapuram and Bobbili... w5 1,000
Do. Vizianagram and Cheepurpilly ... ..o eo W
Do. Chodaveram to Pudimarka o e et 07 ot 2000
Do. Vizianagram and Bimlipatam ... sl B00
Salt road from Kuppili to trunk road Sl dadens o vt 3,000
Road from Salur to Tadvulsa at the foot of Turner's Ghaub... .- 5,000
Road from Konada to Vizianagram .. oo v ot 10,000

Road from Salur to Turner’s Ghaut (additional grant) ERE R

For irrigation repairs in Sub-Division Talugs. i lgtat, .. 15,000

Trench round Salt-pans at Balacherva ... oy g - e T M

Extra grant for road from Nakkapilly to Tuni R T E AR
& -

e

,, Total ... 56,500

An account of the sums expended out of the Rs. 10,000 placed at my disposal
in Government Order, Revenue Department, dated 20th December 1871, No. 2,141,
paragraph 1, will be submitted by the Collector. T have left the balance ab the

disposal of that officer to meet any urgent unforeseen wants, and request the sanc
tion of Government may be given to this proceeding.

12. The amount sanctioned for works abovenamed is not great, considering
{he extent of country over which the drought extended ; but it cannot be denied that
a much larger sum would have been required had not the Maharajah of Viziana
gram, whose entire estates are included in the tract under report, authorized the
expendifure on repairs and new works of irrigation of two lakhs of Rupees. BY
this means S0Ie 20,000 persons will find employment during the dry season.

13. In addition to this the Maharajah has ordered wells to be sunk at his :

expense wherever there is a scarcity of drinking water, and at the Relief-houses
smaintained by him at Vizianagram and clsewhere some 1,000 destitute persons are

daily fed.




 Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment, ,’( ol |
17th April 1872,
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qu.:' a road from Salur (up to which point there is a good road from Vizianagram)
to the foot of Turner’s ghaut,

e

25. Sanction for two sums of Rs. 5,000 each was obtained for this work,
d, with the double view of obtaining skilful supervision for new road and of ;
| ! professional aid within Mr. H. G. Turner’s reach, Mr, G. 8. Turner, CE.,,
- who had been deputed to this district for the supervision of relief works, was
- placed in charge of the former road. Work has already been commenced on it,
and at Mr. H. G. Turner’s request, Mr. G. S. Turner has been requested also to
r 3 ‘ ¢ X the line of ghauts, and to advise on its construction. From all I have
' T the ghaut promises to be a successful work, the gradients are said to be easy,
¢ e difficulties to be overcome small. :

¢ : 26. The Jeypore Rajah’s grant amounts to Rs, 20,000. Mr. H. G. Turner
G anticipates that a further sum of Rs. 5,000 or so will be required to open the ghaut
for bandy-traffic. I cannothelp thinking that he must be somewhat over-sanguine
; in his anticipations, but, bearing in mind the importance of the work, I would
‘i earnestly recommend that nothing should be allowed to stand in the way of its
by speedy and substantial completion. -«
27. Jeypore is equal in extent to an entire district, but shut in by hills and
jungles on every side. It has never yet been penetrated by carts. Once over the
ghauts, and I am told there is even now a fair cart-r

oad to Assistant Agent’s
, station and to the capital town. The country is at present largely over-stocked
with grain; it enjoys a good rain-fall, and is said to be capable of rowing large
quantities of paddy ; but, with no outlet for its produce, the people have little
encouragement to grow more than is sufficient for their own wants, | B
28, The general system of roads in the district appears to have been well £
devised, and it will be gradually extended and improved as Local Funds Rt gaill.
available. I have no special recommendation to make on that head, P

29, I was, however, much struck with the unfortunate results which have
at\g‘[ended the closing of Konada salt-pans, 1t appears that Mr. Clark; in his Sl X
"Xeport, recommended that salt-works should be opened at Bimlipatam, an dﬂ;ﬂ, 56
when they were sufficiently developed to supply the wants of that part of the
district, the works at Konada should be closed. He gave as his Yesbona sl siic R
population of Konada enjoyed an evil reputation for smuggling ; that the supply

of salt-water was precarious; and that the salt made there was inferior in quality

to that produced elsewhere.

30. From inquiries I made on the spot, I have no doubt that the evil repu-
tation of the people was fairly earned. It is, however, hardly likely that their
habits would be improved by depriving them of their sole means of subsistence, 1
believe, however, that as regards the water-supp]? and the quality of the salt,
Mr. Clark was misled. There is a backwater Ymh a b?r, which, Judging s
appearances, is likely to be open quite as long as is usual in such cases ; and it was
the universal opinion of all that the salt ma.de there was far superior to that
made at Kuppili, and equal to any in the district.

31. The ground occupied by the salt-pans is very favourable. Itis moderate
in extent, compact and well removed from the adjacent villages, A tidal chanuel,
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) &ﬂmx THEREON, 17th Apnl 1872 No. 621.
OrpEReD that the above letter bo ‘
_ communicated to the Board of Revenuea -.';‘_5 '
‘ The proceedings reportd are fully ";@
and the Govemment are giad to think that, so far as present. Mﬂi‘ 31“-
w, th Nfllef mem which have been adopted, are sufficient to meet
iate © ents of the case. The assignment to the Collector qfl.thp* g
00 "@bced at Mr Tl‘lun'nlnll’s dxsposa.l is app
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pleamre in nohgm_g the ta:&mony Mﬂ‘ ' # R

© given by the Zemindars, with fow exceP' i '

jah of -v‘mmnasrm, to the call made on them -,_..‘:
uffering tenantry. Tho Collector will end Wy o

ments of G ovemment fo the gentlemen ooueerne& 8

or Sf Gaujam will draw the amntmn of the lnudholq,e_rs hl’ 0 G

pﬂk_m@qnqr}ty noticed by Mr.. Ihomhﬂl m&f  security of orops 5

S )

AR e

) tbe ﬂupermtendmg Enstneox '
rin: miﬂulshe Worku to f.he necesaxty of &e,.

Gwemmm‘t do no*. doubt that much may b@ dm“forﬁa dmct unp
tract of country and indirectly, by example, to the whole dmtmt.

5 ;'Ag regar&n the Jeypore ghaut, the Government are str(mm imM

~ with tlm nnporfance of opening up easy means of communication bptween 80

; : a.bundaut a source of supply of food as the Zemindari affords and the mukets o{ 5

) ' - the plains and of the coast. o

6. They desire that the work of completmg the ghaut and its lpprmhel e
may be prosecuted to completion with vigour; and they will be prepared to supple-
ment the Jeypore Rajal’s grants for the ghaut-road by contributions from Provin-
cial Funds; the object being one of political rather than local importance.

y 7. The Government desire that the Board of Revenue will give imamediate
\L attention to the question of re-opening the Konada salt-works, the expediency of
i/ which can scarcely admit of question in the face of Mr. Thornhill's testimony
from personal mvcstxgatxon. The Government authorize the Board to carry out
» the arrangement in anticipation of further sanction, should they find that this can
R be done at once, X .
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