


roto r,.afjp’nva

 the Zemindar. i »
4. The several duties of Curnums are clearly defined in Regulation:

of 1802; but, except just so far as it affords complete protection to those

that enactment is, in my opinion, wholly inoperative for good. At the time ‘when
that law was passed, there may have bgen, and doubtless were, good reaso {
guarding the privileges of these men, that nobody, whether Collector or Zes

“might interfere with them, whatever the neglect of duty might be except thi i
the Civil Court; but it has ever appeared to me that in these days of prdgrass;'
when European officialsare so numerous, their influence for good everywhere felt,
and redress of injury so readily obtainable, that the Regulation in question is a
remnant of early legislation sorely requiring modification, so that it may become
better suited to the requirements of the age; and that the circumstance of this
protective law not having earlier attracted the attention of the authorities, is to bo
solely attributed to its operation being confined to so limited and comparatively
unknown a portion of this Presidency.

5. Inaddition to the Returns prescribed by law (and which are often not
prepared at all), Curnums are now required to send in other statistics, such as the
Return of Deaths and Births, for example, for the information of the Zemindars,
or of the Revenue, Magisterial, or Police authorities ; but it not unfrequently
happens that the order is disobeyed, or not attended to until after the lapse of
‘much time, and the issue of repeated orders ; and when presented, the returns are
frequently in such a form as to be of little value, if not positively unworthy of
trust; for a Curnum’s Returns are sometimes prepared not on the spot, but at the
villoge where he lives; not from actual inspection or measurement, but from
information supplied by a servant or relative. Some Curnums dwell miles away
from their Mirassi village or group of villages ; others have employment in other
Zemindaris or districts. I have known a Carnum to hold a Curnumship in two
different Zemindaris, If these servants wish to take leave, they rarely think of
asking for it. - ; -

-

- 6. Complaints from the Police that they cannot find the Curnums, and that
they can obtain little or no information and assistance from them, are frequent.
In numerous instances the Zemindars have applied to me to have their Curnums
punished for gross neglect of duty; but all that could be done was to advise the
prosecution of the delinquents in a Civil Court—a course that, to my knowledge,
was never adopted. Collectors and Zemindars hesitate to have such matters
a..dju'dicated upon in the Court of a District Mn_nnif; and yet no other method of
~ dealing with offenders, such as I have descl'ibeﬂ, 18 pirmitted,by the law. Besides :

PR

- dismissal from office, which is the only punishment such a Court can inflict, is not

always what is wanted, and would be, in some instances, a most harsh proceeding.

7. I sce no good reason why the Curnum of permanonﬂy settlod estates
ﬂ?lould be allowed an immunity from the dire rol of the Collector that d°
~not extend to the Naidu, There can be no doubt whatever that the eﬂﬁn‘ B

LN
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~ he makes the same recommendal
~Sub-Collector and the Daputy‘(}onmto n a like manner.
10. The Collector of Madra;fepﬂrﬁlgmthﬁw&ym procuring
ance of Zemindari Curnums to gﬁpﬂyiﬁfmﬁi\nﬁi@h such as Returns of Births
Deaths and Census Returns, also statoments of amount of cultivation and p
when estates are divided, or when lands are required for public purposes; an:
suggest the same remedy as other Collectors. LA
11. The Collector of Salem reports similarly, and his Head Assistant points
out forcibly how tedious a proeess it is to attempt to punish the Curnums when
they fail to produce ac.couutswcullgd'_fbi."', s ' . iz
12. The Collectors of North Arcnt, li&dufa, Tinnevelly, and Coimbatore, all

L

report in a similar manner to the abévp._ S8

13. The Collector of Trichinogo‘ly’_rgyipéuﬁ to find no difficulty in obtaining
hat there is generally a good under-

such informction as he requires. He states t
standing between the Tahsildars and the Zennndars, but doubts whether the
present Regulation is strictly adhered to, and intimates that the means employed
in obtaining information from the Zemindari Curnums are probably illegal,
without, however, stating what those means are. A '

14, The Collector of Ganjam alone appmu:s'%to‘ be satisfied with the present

system, Ile thinks that the multiplicity of duties expected from Curnums is such
that they should be, as at present, shielded from all pains and penalties, save such
as may be adjudged against them for misconduct proved before a Civil Court.
15. Major Groves’s letter entirely mﬁpﬁﬂifihe opinions expressed by the
Collectors, and discloses a state of great laxi in the performance of their duties
by the Zemindari Curnums, and also a 8y by which they froquently hold
Gurnumships in wo different placos, and consequently often furnish their xeports
}:o.t fsom actual inspection, but from infor tion supplied them by servants or
iends. T R SR 5%
Major Groves points out also that o
:'resort to the Civil Court to pl,mish the
: th Court is empowered to inflict is d
~ inconvenience on the Zemindar.
16, The Board resolve to sul
- orders of Government in order that, '
oh tukpn_ for a modification of Reguhtwn ., ¢
17. Asmay be gathered from the conou
~ officers, it is clear that the existing la
: }_Z‘Gmin_da‘ri Curnums of many partic
: Rﬂenne Administration, the follo
- Registers of Births, Deaths, and Mar
- ond the extension of the cultivati
system, if ryots aro aggrieved by ne
~if a Zemindar has cause to com plain

I

on why the Zemiﬁdara‘:saidom

is that the only penalty which
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.» had occurr?d in the collection of staﬁlﬁm ﬁ'ain mindars
lectors of districts, calling for their opinion ¢ T e

 the replies of these officers, and, adverting ing to

~ Ox an application from the
lishment for the collection of 1 in Z
Government if they would sanction the proposed

stated that they were unable to sanction any expenditure, but that they w uld
consider any proposal made'by the Board in the general scheme then under their
consideration. Meanwhile, they wished to be informed how far the position of
heads of villages in Zemindaris had been improved in the manner suggested by

the Board and approved of by Government in 1865.

2.

The Collectors were then call
x

upon to report what had been done in

pursuance of those instructions. : _

3. The letters above recorded are their replies. The Collector of Ganjam
has not responded to the call. | S , -

4. It appears from these reﬁlies‘ﬂ}df., generally speaking, there is a recog-
nized head of a village in all the Zemindari tracts, who holds his office as Village
Munsif and village Magistrate under a Sanad from the Collector. In some
Zemindaris there are emoluments attaclied to the office, in some there are none.
No cases of resumption of such emoluments have been brought before Collectors,
but the Collector of Vizagapatam states that in cases of lapse of shareholders, the
share of emoluments of the deceased has been re-attached to the office-holder.

5. Asa matter of fact, no opposition has been manifested either by Zemin-
dars or the village heads, and the difficultics in collecting statistics are reported to
have diminished considerably. The returns, however, are stated by some Collec-
tors to be not quite reliable, being beyond easy reach of fest and correction.
Though in some Zemindaris, such as Ramnad and Sivaganga, the returns are
backward, yet, taken as a whole, there has been considerable improvement of late
years in point of punctuality. G

6. The Board believe that by due qne.oumge,g‘lpnt.’and considerate treatment,
much may be done to improve the position of the heads of villages in Zemindaris.
and to make it a post of honour. R R T Y LA

7. They are, therefore, of opinion that the ground already gained during the
last few years in the matter of collecting vital and other statistics in Zemindaris
should not now be abandoned, and accordingly resolve to continue the collection .
of those statistics through the same sgencyﬁs_hﬁ‘_f en made use of hitherto.

RN

Coler .

Orper THEREON, 12th April 1575; No. 595,

ST ,
 In the first Proceedings recorded
Gt Dbm,ﬁi%ﬁrdof Revenue reporte
 that, owing - to certain difficulties which
Zemindars, they addressed the Col-

No. 118,

Miscellancous.

bractical working of the existing
system under which the jurisdiction over Curn s in ; T ’vnen&ly settled estates

18 vested solely in the Civil Courts. Thoy ubmit _';‘;“ ﬁhtbo same Prooeediﬂg'
o :‘f:”_n,- ‘-f izmatisftctory natnﬁ"f ,

¥ o




Proceedings of the Madras (Fovernment, Kevenue Deparlmment,
12th April 1872, ;

cannot be punished otherwise than by dismissal, and this only by sentence
of a civil tribunal, at the instance of the Zemindar aloue. It is obvious that
there are numberless cases of neglect of duty, disobedience of orders, and other
petty misfeasances, for which a fine or temporary suspension would be sufficient
punishment, but for which dismissal would be far too severe, and which a Zemindar
would rather pass without notice than incur the expense and frouble of bringing
before a Court of Justice. Again, the ineonvenience which this cumbersome
process entails may, it is to be apprehended, lead mot only to matters which ought
to entail punishment passing unpunished, but to Zemindars resorting to the
irregular means which they undoubtedly possess, of coercing their Curnums.
The virtual denial of an easily obtained legal remedy naturally induces resort to
irregular methods of redress. It i8 a fact that the Zemindars do not have recourse
to the Courts for the punishment of Curnums, and as it cannot be supposed that
these officers are universally immaculate, the natural infercnce 1s that offences go
unpunished owing to this peculiar provision of the law.

6. The circumstance that by law the Zemindar is the only person who can
institute proceedings in the Courts for a Curnum’s dismissal may also operato
injuriously in another way. The Curnum is intended to be a protection to the
yots against the Zemindar ; his books and aceounts are the record of their rights,

1
i

cte. Butas the Zemindar is the only person who can cause his dismissal, the
Curnum is naturally led to ingratiate himself with the Zemindar, who, of course,
must also find it to his advantage and convenience to be on good terms with the
Curnum. The law thus itself provides inducement for the counteraction of its
own design. Again, the law provides no means of ascertaining whether a Curnum
really performs the duties assigned to him by law ; in fact, imposes obstacles in the
way of any such investigations, and affords no remedy whatever to ryots whoso
interests may be affected by a Curnum’s delinquencies.

7. The Government are, therefore, of opinion that a change in the law 18
required, which shall afford a Curnum all due protection without conferring pl'a.l(‘rlitf‘dl

immunity from punishment for misconduet, and which shall admit of due perform-

ance of his duties being ensured.

8. They are disposed to think that Colleetors might be vested with power to
infliet fines on Curnums within a certain limit, or to suspend them for stated
periods after formal inquiry for breach of duty coming within their own cogni”
zance, or brought forward by Zemindars or ryots, an 11])1)0211 lying to the Board of
Revenue within six months.

9. Dismissal might be left to the Courts, power to prosecute being extended

to the Collector, which arrangement would afford ample protection ; and lu-ndmg
the decision in the suit, a temporary Curnam might be appointed by the Zemindar.

rmn ‘ . > . X K iy . ave
I'he Collector of his own motion, or at the instance of Zemindar, should have

! . e
or to do either by a special agent, 80 a8 t“

power to examine Curnum’s accounts
;I.)ill"l

)
ensure the Curnum doing his work properly, The Government request the 1
to. prepare a Draft Bill according to the above sketch, and desire that they
obtain fuller i . 3 . A

un fuller information regarding Zemindari Curnums, their number and emolt

nents : LT . 7 o
ments, and also as to the number of villages which are without Curnums, etc:

will

-

W

Proceedings of the Madras ¢ vvernment, Revenue Depariment,
12th April 1872.

The Board will, as proposed by them, obtain and submit the opinions of some of
the principal and most intelligent Zemindars on the proposed legislative measure.

~ (True Extract.)

(Signed)  W. HUDLESTON,
Officiating Chief Secretary.

To the Board of Revenue.

Exd. F. R. Bantleman.
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From J. FRASER, Esq., Collector of the Godavery district, to the Acting Secretary to the Board
of Revenue, dated Coconada, 12th October 1868, No. 259. '

Ix reply to Board's Proceedings, No. 6,635, of 18th September 1868, I beg to state that, in my
opinion, the practical working of the system by which the jurisdiction over Curnums in permanently
gottlel estates is vested in the Civil Courts is decidedly bad. It is antiquated, and not in accordance
with the more advanced state of things now existing. :

9. Returns and accounts of all sorts may be urgently required from such Curnums for
important public purposes, and yet they cannot be got save without such a tedious process as to
amount practically in many cases to impossibility to get them. The Civil Courts have not the time
or Establishments necessary to look after proprietary Curnums as they should be looked afier; and
1 know that as a rule such Curnums do not keep the accounts they should keep. I would put
Curnums every where under the Revenue jurisdiction of Collectors in all things, allowing only the
nomination to vacancies in the office to proprietors, while the Collector should see and satisfy him.

self that the nominee is a proper and fit person,

Exd, J. Wright.




Peom W. M-QUIAT, Esq., Acting Collector of the Kistna Aistrict, to the Acting Secretary to
the Board of Revenue, dated Masulipatam, 13th October 1868, No. 302.

Wit reference to the Proceedings of the Boarl of Raevenus, dated 18sh September 1868,
iN. 6,653, I have the honour to state that the system under which the jurisdiction over Curnums
n permanently settled estates is vested in the Civil Courts, gives rise to continual difficalties and
dlays in the Kistna district. : :

2. TIn addition to information on the subjects mentioned by the Board, it is necessary to obtain
from Carnums in Zemindaries accounts of Jand newly brought under irrigation from Anicat channels
in order that the Water Cess may be collected. Great dificulty is experienced in obtaining such
accounts, and looking at Section 13, Regulation No. XXIX. of 1802, the Collector might fail in
obtaining the punishment of the Curnums if he did prosecute them before the Civil Court.

3. Regulation No. XXIX. of 1802 has been sot aside by Section 9 of the Road Cess Act. The
repeal of Section 13, and the substitution of the word ** Collector’’ for Adawlut”’ in Section 16 of
that Act, might be sufficient remedy for the difficulty experienced in other cases. '

.

¥xd. J. Wright.




8. DYKES, Esq., Collector of Nellore, to the Acting Secretary to the Board of Reve-
nue, dated 23rd February 1869, No. 390.

Wirs reference to the Board's Proceedings, dated 18th September 1868, No. 6,655, calling
ollectors as to the practical working of the present system of eont rol
over the Curnums in permanently settled estates, I have the honor to enclose copies of lcotters
from the Acting Sub-Collector Mr. Hughesdon,and General Deputy Collector Cundasawmy Moodelly,
on the subject, and state as my opinion that the present control is simply nominal, being only
capable of enforcement through a Civil suit.

2. Tt is ut the discretion of the Curnums what information they will give as regards statis-

tics, etc; and, as might be expected, the result is that great difficulty isexperienced in getting it.
I beg to specify in the margin the number of

From J. W.

for the opinion of the several C

July cosveannn 16 October.. «w. 8 Zemindar villazes whi $ 3
Angust..cov.. 7 November... 2 e y il .Ch have falle@ to make the
September ... 20 December ... 6 requisite Returns, during the last six months, of

Births and Deaths ; and appeals for the Zemindar’s

atters, because the Zemindar has no direct authority.

influence have not mended m
mindars I wounld give the

3. Leaving the appointment of the Curnums in the hands of the Ze
r these men by Summary suit that is now exercised by the Civil Judgze by
o former the power of calling for such statistical information as may be

t, and vesting in the latter the power of receiving appeals against such

Collector the power ove
Regular suit, giving th
required by Governmen
gummary proceedings,

Excrosure No. 1.
From J. C. HUGHESDON, Esq., Acting Sub-Collector of Nellore, to the Collector of Nellore,
dated Ramapatnam, 17th November 1868.
Wirn reference to Board’s Proceedings, dated 18th September last, forwarded to me with a
Memorandum from your office, dated 2nd ultimo, I have the honor to state that, according to my
experience, the jurisdiction which the Civil Courts have over the Curnums in Zemindaries has become

quite nominal. Such jurisdiction, it would seem, can only be called into exercise by the institution
# of a Regular suit.* This of course is a weari-

% Seotion 11, Regulation XXV, of 1802, i
some and expensive process, and I have never yet

known it to be adopted. It would seem, therefore, that the Curnum is virtually free from all
control; for while on the one hand the agsistance of the Civil Courts is not likely to be sought,
the Collector of the district and the Zemindar are alike powerless to fine the Curnum even to the
amount of a single Rupee, or to suspend him for a single hour. And yet the system is found to
work on without very serious inconveniences, and I cannot help thinking that, though the Collec.
tor is really, as well as legally without authority, the Zemindar has many indirect methods of keep~
ing his Curnums in order and making his influence felt, and this, it seems to. me, is a great mis-
fortune for the ryots. Against Zemindar and Curnum combined these are powerless. It is not to
be supposed that the ryots have not frequently cause of complaint, and would seek redress from the
Collector if they could get it, whereas it is not worth their while to go to the Courts. I think the
Collector should have some authority. I would invest him with power to entertain all complaints of
the misconduct of Curnums in Zemindaries and to inflict punishment either by fine not exceeding
for a period not exceeding twelve months. The Collector might also be
empowered to recommend dismissal to the Civil Court without the institution of a suit’; in all
cases an appeal to lie to the Court from the decision of the Collector. I would not define the word
¢ misconduct’’ very exactly, but would let the authority of Collectors over Zemindary Curnums be
almost as extensive as in Government villages, though I would make the Civil Judge the Appel-
Tn this manner I would cause the influence of Collectors to be felt
thinking would be very salutary. The idea of & servant
ssal, seems to me preposterous to

Rupees 50, or suspension

late Court in every instance.
in Zemindaries in a way that I cannot help
being independent of all authority, and not liable to. fine or dismi
That he may be sued is nothing to the point, for so may any private individual. His

a degree.



From H. E. SULLIVAN, Esq., Collector of Bellary, to the Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue,
' dated 13th October 1868, No. 247.
1 5avE the honour, in reply to the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, No. 6,655, dated 18th
ultimo, to state that, asthere are no Zemindaries or permanently sottled estates in this district, an
expression of opinion on the question therein mooted does not seem to be called for from me.

Exd. J. Wright,




Trom F. B.MOLONY, Esq., Acting Collector of Cud&apah, to the Acting Secretary tothe Board of
Revenue, dated 2nd October 1868, No. 191.

I reareT my inability to advance any opinion derived from exporience on the point raised in
Proceedings of the Board, No. 6,635, of 18th September 1868. Thaoretically it seems to ms that
delay and difiiculty in obtaining information from Curaums in Zemindaries is the natural result o f
authority over them being vested in the Civil Courts instead of in the Collectors, through whom these
accounts and information are d, but practically I have had no experience

always obtained by the Boar
in the matter owing to there being no Zemindaries in the Cuddapah district.

rxd. J. Wright.
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FromT. A.N. CHASE, Esq., Collector of Kurnool, to the Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, . ?'s
dated on circuit at Nundial, 3rd October 1868, No. 339.
IN reply to Proceedings of the Board, Nos. 6,653and 6,656, dated 18th September 1868. Ih‘n
the honour to inform you that there are no Zemindars in this district,

Exd, J. Wright.
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~ been rendered almost as frequently necesaary as that of Gurnums in Byotwary esﬁs%éé aa'tlipg. are

‘Exd, T. Cartledge.

required to prepare returns of Deaths and Births and the Census Returns, many of which ¢
have been recently imposed upon them. They have also» to furnish woouni; of actual eﬁlﬁhﬁm’x S
and produce when estates have to be sub-divided, or when lands, reqmred for public purposes, hau A A
to be taken up, and when doing so are generally reqmred to attend at the Collector’s Gufdherry. s
In all such cases to have to compla.xn to the Oonrts of any dlsobedwnce on tbe parl; of the
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From C. N. POCHIN, Esq., Collector of Salem, to the Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, *

dated 12th October 1868, No. 239.

I zave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the Board's Proceedings, under date the 18th
ultimo, No. 6,655.

2, As regards Zemindary Curnums, the procedure in cases of misconduct and the like is
certainly very tedious and inconvenient, in fact the law as it stands at present is almost useless,

3. The duties of a Zemindary Curnum are enumerated in Regulation No. XXIX, of 1802.
With the exception of keeping Registers of Grain Prices, Registers of Strangers passing and
repassing the villages, and reporting deaths of all holders of rent-free lands, a Zemindary Curnum’s
duties are confined to everything connected with land and erop: again Collectors are prohibited from
demanding from Zemindary Curnums their attendance, accounts, or information other than for the
purpose of assessing portions of estates, ete.—Vide Sections 13 and 14. I do not see how, on the
face of this, a Carnum in a permanently settled estate could be compelled to render any of the returns
gpecified in paragraph 1 of the Board’s Proceedings. The only course, the adoption of which is
urgently called for, is to amend Regulation No. XX[X. of 1802, so as to place the Curnums under
the jurisdiction of the Collectors in respect to accounts which may be required by them for the due
administration of the country. 4

4. A copy of a report received on the subject from the Sub-Collector is enclosed.

Excrosure No. 1.
From J. F. PRICE, Esq., Sub-Collector, to the Collector of Salem, dated Oossoor, 6th October
1868, No. 629.

1 nave the honour to reply to your letter, No. 912, dated 2nd instant. :

2. As far asthe present system as regards Curnums in settled estates is concerned, I consider
that it is the most impracticable that could have been devised, and that it tends to render them as
disobedient and contumacious as they possibly can be.

3. The Civil Courts have nothing whatever to do with these persons. Itis not they but the
Collectors and their subordinates who have to call upon them to furnish Returns of Births and
Deaths, ete.; it is the Revenue Authorities who are reprimanded for delays, and there are really no
means of making the Curnums do the work required of them. It is true that they may be punished
by Civil Courts for failing to produce certain accounts; but I doubt very much whether this can be
legally done in the instances given in the Proceedings of the Board which accompanied your letter
under reply, and even if it can be, the machinery by which it is to be effected is cumbrous in the
extreme.

4. TFor instance, one of these Curnums is called upon to furnish an account and fails to do
g0; the Tahsildar of the talook writes to me, I have to write to the Collector, the Collector to the
Civii Judge, the Civil Judge probably knows nothing of the case and has to hold an inquiry, a pro-
ceedings is then passed; this is communicated to the Collector, who communicates it to me, and I
do the same to the Tahsildar, and three or four months probably pass before the man is, if he can
legally be, punished; and the end of the matter is that, if I had fined him at once a rupee, it would
have had more effect than if the Civil Judge imposed a fine of Rupees 10.

6. I am, therefore, most decidedly of opinion that it would be far batter if the Curnums of all
8ottled estates wore placed, as regards the Revenae Authorities, on the same footing as those of
Goverament villages. I feel assured that if this arrangement was made, business would be transacted
more easily, and that there would be less ground foﬁ:omplaint than now exists.

6. I wonld sugges.t that.the Proprietors of Estates should bs permitted to fine their Curnums
for ne%lcct of duty., or disobedience of orders. At presont the law does not appear to give them any
authority to do this.

(True Copy.)
(Signed) C. N. POCHIN,

Exd. J. Wright. Collector,

8
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From J. D. BOBINSON Esq Collec,tor of Horth M to ﬂxo Anﬁmg Secrotary to the
Revenue, dated ﬁfhﬁ&m. 3rd December 1868, No. 404,

I nave the honor,gnth refe g?ﬁpeedmg;pﬁm‘ oard, dated 18th Sepf

No. 6,655, to state that, in its practxaal imrkx‘hg in this district, they?eém' system :

the jurisdiction over Cumums in permmently settled estates wbﬁ in the er gmg, 1,

or less obstructive, and is, in my opinion, gradually becoming more and more inapplicable to ﬂxm

closer and more delicate relations which are arising hetweenwthe Pzepnem and the Oﬁcm of

- Government out of recent measures of ﬁ_nance, s&mtatmn, a.nd the niore t’raquent reqmmﬁmigfgr
statistical information of all kinds. ;

2. T should, perhaps, speak more cqrreotly if I sa.xd thiﬁﬂegulm xxlx qg 1803 m, o3 S
practically inoperative in this distriet, except in. respect of the exemption fgom all control on qhe Ak
part of the Revenue Authorities, whxeh it virtually confers on’ Curnums in Proprietar; esi;ateg, o

3. The Board have had recent instances before them, showing how almost nominal even is thg P
authority - wlnch vesuunder the ’Regnlatmn in the Proprietors mgaapegt of this cla.ss of g!m, ser- 3
vants. .- ’-i' ‘) )

4, The Curnums know weil that thé‘mﬁohznery~; which , en
and costly to be set in ﬂ;ptmnf ag&inst them, and are thus mm}l almoat agmd ‘ nt in

) praotme a dead letter Meanwhﬂe* nl! requmhnns t}mmgh :'
the p,.opmto,s for Census Mortuary‘ Road Cess, and ‘su_eh hl_ijetumstso tardily obsquéthat :
unless Sectwns 12, 13, 1547 ‘15 @‘1 6, msa»farmadzﬂed“sisﬁo' ring this class of Curnuw

for the Cumn,q:to f.hxsoﬁice‘ 5 The(}umum, itsohmppemﬁd, . ; d the summons, bt
'__'on, asI rea&as, gave Mr. %ansAgnew‘ne power i

6. The dxﬁcuuy is prnba’Bly zwt conﬁned to thls dmmct alone, and with the raports of the
other Collectors before them, the Baard will be in a pwﬁon to judge whether the_timg e
arrived for some modification of the existing law. The power of dismission might still rem#m mgh iy
the Civil Courts, and the Zemindar continue to be the channel ﬂn'ough which all r@qutmtmns sbqg],d S
be made; but the Collector should be empowex-ed to onfome snch:equmhons!by'ﬁxe"md mspenmu s
in all cases of wmd contumoy e : e

LR 5
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: me referenmtotheBoardsm
’ have the honor to state that there are

- regards the 1 unsettled

hoﬁ on mm m@h

rma L. MORRIS, mq.,coneemof'm” '

dated Vallam, 14th

esﬁateswhwhomt,,
u'ﬂmaa mentioned b ;tké






From J.R. ARBUIHNOTT, Esq., Oﬁ:mtmg Colleo’v’or of - Mura,, tothe Acﬁmg&omhv&h ﬂu&
; Board of Revenue, dated 2nd Eebrnary 1869, No. - D
rd, No. 6,655, dated lsthSeptem’oer 1868 qqlL.

Wirn reference to the Proceedings of the B

ing for the opinion of Collectors on the pmtwﬁi M'oﬂ:hig of tﬁe system !mdor which the Jm‘mﬁc- foe :

‘tion over Curnums in ‘permanently settled estates is vested in the Civil Courts, T have the honor
t) state, that owing to the slowness and ex nse of hhepmedure and the doubtfulness of the Tesult,
the Civil Courts are but little wd’ for @ba muhﬁmt or I-monl of ill»con&:wkad Gumuma. ?l,‘he
consequance is, that they are ‘comparatively mdemdem énd are, ﬁhqrefqte. moss difficul to- manage.
2. This hasbeen much felt in our Zemindaries when information, with regard to the registra=

tion of births and deaths, or data for the prepa‘ution of Eosd Cess Accounts, has been qu“i, i e

anl I would most strongly advocate the amendm_ent of the premt la.n b; plmng Gnmum mhr
the direet control of the Revenue A.uthonﬁaa. '

Exd, F. R. Bantleman.
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satisfaction of a Civil Court, any chargejthey bring against a Curnum, who feels pretty confi dent

From O.T. LONGLEY, Esq, Acting Collector of Tinnevelly, to the Acting Secretary to the
Toard of Revenue, dated Trichendur, 27th April 1869, No. 172. :
I mave the honor to reply to Board's Proceedings, No. 6,655, dated 18th September last.

9. Uunder Regulation XXIX, of 1802, Collectors have no voice either in the nomination or

dismissal of Caraums employed in permanently settled estates, they very naturally consider them-
gelves independent of the Collector and are in consequence utterly indifferent in responding to
calls of a Collector, not only in the instances alluded to in Proceedings under reply but also in
furnishing necessary accounts for sub-division of an estate as laid down in Section 13, and this
disregard and indifference is further induced from the fact that Collectors have to establish to the

that the Collector will be solely tried before he resorts to go tedious a tribunal. :

3. 1In sapport of this, I would point to the absence of any proscoution against Curoums
except in cases of very gross misconduct. ; :

4. 1think it is equally necessary fo secure promptitude in the submission of returns
and production of accounts from Curnums in permanently settled estates as well as from those of
Goverament villages, and as the law now stands, it is powerless to compel their panctaal submis-
gion, I would make all Zemindary Carnums legally bownd to faraish all returas reguired of
them. o 37 ot
5. Section 16, Regulation XXIX. of 1802 might be extended to provide for the summury
wﬁ“ﬂdwm«&h’mwwmww. 3 :
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From A. WEDDERBURN, Eeq., Collector of Coimbatore, to the Acting Secretary to the Board of
Revenue, dated 6th November 1868, No., 299, ~

IN reply to the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 18th Scptember 1868, No. 3,055, :
I have the honour to state that no practical difficultics have been experienced in this district in
getting any accounts that were required from the Curnums of settled estates, Such estates are,
however, in this district, small Poliputs, and not large Zemindaries,

2. As regards the general subject;involved in the jurisdiction over such Curnums being
vested in the Civil Courts, and in reference to the alleged failure of Zemindary Curnums to furnish
Statistical Returns, not contemplated in Section 11, Regulation No. XXIX. of 1802, it would seem
advisable to pass a Declaratory Act, that such Curnums should be required to furnish such Statistical
and Agricultural Returns as may be required by Government; or, by repealing Regulation No. XXIX.
of 1802, to place such Curnums under the jurisdiction of the Collector. : AN

3. The object of removing the Zemindary Curnum from the Jurisdiction of the Collector, is
stated to have been the fixity of the Land Revenue, which was no longer to be evaded by attempts
to get remissions under pretext of temporary calamities, (bad seasons, I presume,) consequently
there being no object to falsify accounts, checks on accounts were no longer necessary; but the office
of Curnum was retained in the interest of the people (query ryots) of the Court of Justice, and of
the Revenue administration, o led ' '

4. Itisnot clear in what way the functions of the Zemindary Curnum differ from those of the
Ryotwary Curnum, nor why, in respect of these functions, they should be exempt from the authority
of the Collector. & ' i &

5. The morality of Zemindary and Ryotwary Curnums must be much on a par; when trust is
reposcd, it is occasionally betrayed. In the case of the Ryotwary Curnum, a complaint specdily leads
to.a local examination by the Tahsildar of the talook, and, if proved, to conviction by the Collector.

6. The party aggrieved by the Zemindary Curnum has to file a suit in a distant Court, and will

obtain a decision in course of time; but there is all the difference in the tr tof the case

7. 'The reports from my Division Oﬂ“ﬂ are annexed.

between Criminal and Civil procedure, not to mention the expense 'Qfg'ﬂiu‘;. Snif.

Excrosure No. 1. el

From A. McC. WEBSTER, Esq., Acting Sub-Collector, to the Collector of Coimbatore, dated Congiem,
' 28th October 1868, No. 365. A o

Wrrn reference to your endorsement at foot of the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated

18th September 1868, No. 6,655, I have the honour to state that there are only a few small Poliputs

in the Sub-division. ]

2. No practical inconvenience has been experienced in the present system, by which the
Curnums are placed under the jurisdiction of the Civil Courts, »

3. The only case in which the Revenue Authorities might wish to examine the Curnums’
ascounts, othor than those mentioned in Section 13, Regulation No. XXIX, of 1802, is that alluded
to in paragraph 66 of the Memorandum accompanying the Resolution of the Government of India,
Nos. 3,845, 3,854, dated 22nd September 1868. In that case we might grant a temporary
relaxation of the demand, on the understanding that payment would be enforced in the ensiing year,
unless the accounts of the Curnums showing that & corresponding remission had been granted tothe
ryots were produced. I, of course, presume thatfa Collector acting judicially under Act No. VIIT,
of 1865, has the power of demanding the production of the Curnums’ accounts, bearing on the
subject at issue. .
Excrosvre No, 2, '

From C. A. GALTON, Esq., Acting Head Assistant Collector, to the Collector of Coimbatore,
: Coimbatore, dated 5th October 1868, No. 190.

ApvERTING to your endorsement on the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 18th Sep- -

tember 1868, T have the honour to inform you that I can see no objection to placing Curnums in

4

* Zomindaries under the immediate authority and control of the Revenue Authorities, and rendering

them liable to suspension and removal from office by order of the Collector, in the same manner as.
Curnums in districts of which the revenues are not permanently settled are subject to the revenue
Authorities. At the same time, I have had experience of the practical working of the system under
which jurisdiction over Curnums in permanently soitled estates is vested in the Civil Courts,

Exd, J. Wrighs,




Feom H. 8. THOMAS, Esg,, Mm&mm h&eMﬁgWﬂ:hﬁeMd
Revenue, dated Mangalore, 21st October 1868, No, 1,011. Cln st

Wirn reference to the Board's Procoedings, dated the 18th September 1868, No. 6,635, IR
thehonom'wshtethtthoﬁuofﬂhmbo&ormmmmsm&umwgm‘h&@“ :am
of“Curnum" eluwhmoomspmds, unotmiawttotheiuwmwthpﬂirﬂmmm 5.
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“eym . A. BALLARD, Esq., Collector of Malabar, to the Asting SmehrytothoBmdot mn, :

dated Calicut, 1st October 1868, No. 280.

Apvearive tothe Proceedings of the Board of Revanue, dated 18th September 1 363».‘2%, 8,653,

* 1ave the honour to remark that there ave no Zemindaries in this district, and that I have not had

.7 opportunity of observing the practical working of the system under which the jurisdiction over
(:enums in permanently settled estates is vested in the Civil Courts; but I am inclined to think that

i would ba more appropriate and convenient, and more conducive to the due discharge of their dutics

by the Carnums in question, if they were made amenable to the Revenue Authoritics, instead of to the

Civil Couris. £ A : :

Exd. J. Wright. gt
I+ J. Wright.
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From J. W. BREEKS, Esy., Commissioner of the Neilgherries, to the Acting Secretary to the 6 i
Board of Revenue, dated Ootacamund, 12th October 1868, No. 41,

Wira reference to Proceedings of Board of Revenue, No. 6,655, dated 18th September 1868,

Ihave the honour to report that there are no Curnums employed in permanently settled estates, or -
Zemindaries in the district of Neilgherries.

Exd. J. Wright.
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g ifig No. 7,843,

Procraorxas or raz Boans or B svawon, dated 3

Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government, dated 5th Octoh -
Revenue Department ; — et

No.80.  Read the flloving Proceodings of the Board of Revene, dated 300k Augast 1800, "

No. 6,480:— Rty
Read the following letter from the Collector of Visagapatam, to the Acting Secretary to the Board
of Revenue, dated Bimlipatam, 26th July 1860, No. 450. ~ - :

I nave the honour to address the Board on the total want of machiflery for colleeting the
various returns now required by Government in this Zemindary District. : %

2. The establishment allotted to each Deputy Tahsildar for all purposes consists of two Peons,
of whom ong has to be chiefly occupied as a Warder in charge of the Subsidiary Jail under the new
rules.

3. Tho retarns that each Deputy Tahsildar i8 required to submit are the following:—

1. Register of Births and Deaths, monthly. : ;
2. Monthly Return of Indigo and Cotton cultivation.

8. Annual Retyrn of Sugag-cane, Y

4. Census Returns. '

These statistical statements have to boobhinodfm.nnmbuof’ overalarge -

extent of country from village officers, over whom the Deputy Tahsildars have little, if any, legal
authority. X . -
4. Tt has been reported to me by one of the Deputy Tahsildars that the impossible p.uu..
of collecting these returns without any establishment for the purpose has been solved in this way—
When a return is overdue the Deputy Tahsildar sends a Batta Peon to the village servant from
whom it is required, with a batta chit, notifying that 8o much a day is to bopsidﬁothl‘mum
the statement is submitted. ‘ ‘

its discontinuance, and found on inquiry that the same system had been
Zemindary limits since the preparation of these returns had been required,

6, I begnowhnhituutimofd\oooitofpamforﬁm Batta Peons, 8 prepared
on my orders by the different Deputy Tahsildars of the district, which will at least show what thoy
believe to be the amount hitherto exacted from the village officials, in compelling them to
the required refurns.

7. The small sums entered against the talooks of Rayagadda and Gunapur arige from their
belonging to the Jeypore Zemindary, where there are no Curnams or village officials by T
statistical returns can be got up, and they are consequently obtained en bloc from the Zonminder'y
Aumil. : . | 7

8. The remaining talooks of Jeypore above the hills are not included in the statement, ag 5,
siatistics are professed to be prepared for those parts. : o

0. Statistical returns of this natare are valuable whengorreot, "“““'“"“mg I

correctnoss of roturns prepared, as those in this distriet must necessarily be, a0d which T fepe qpy
absolutely valueless for any parpose, however interesting the study of the figures supplied way be
to heads of statisticsl offices at Madras. ' U 3 , -
10. It appears a mere waste of money to apply for funds &r&.pmwmu'
roturns. 1 allude specially to the Registers of Births and Deaths, for thooom‘u.c.m~
one ix responsible. 0 : . 1P Ty
1. Ebwem,hh“dmumm{mmhm“h baie
them through our Deputy Tahsildars from the village officsrs, tho establishments of the formep
must be revised, and additional Muwnuwmnma.msw“,h&&mﬂ,
threo cach in the talooks of Vizianagram, Chipurpully, and Parvatipur, two in the talos) of
Vizagapatam,Ankapally, Srungavarapukotta, Bobbily, and Viravilli, and one in eack of the !
ing six talooks, ' : ‘ R
12.  The cost of the proposed 25 Peous, “mmduﬁmmﬁuh& l,mnu ‘

wnum,
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| From R, J. mvmnq,owmcoum«wummmu
the Board of Revenue, dated Vizagapatam, 2nd February 1870, No. 96.
1 #AvE tho honour to reply to the Board's Procecdings, No. 7,843, wmoaum -
2. In this district the instractions laid down in paragraph 15 of thlM‘l of
July 4th, 1865, No. 3,710, and approved of by Government in paragraph 3 of Government Order,
No. 1,810, dated June 14th, 1855, have been, and are being, carried out as far as possible.
1 3. In some of the Zemindary villages therc are no emoluments attached to the office of
| Moonsiff, though Sunnuds are given to those holding the office. Whorever the office is endowed,
b care has been taken that the person holding a Sunnud as Moonsiff is placed in possession ¢ of the

} emolumonts, Shares of the ofice emoluments held by co-sharers are resumed uﬁdrduﬁal. Fet A
| made over to the Moonsiff. s 30 i
4. In the Hill talooks of Rayagada and Gunupur many villages are without a M L oy
I the villages arc small 4ad seattered, sad it is not mblmgommhmmum ‘fj_:?;j
: there auy emoluments attached to it by e

T i
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From J. FRASER, Eeq, Collector of the Godavory Distriet, 0 the Aeting Secretary o the Board v il

of Revenue, dated Cocanada, 13th November 1869, No. 300,

Wirn nfmhthownp’ of the Board of Revenue, dated 21st ultimo, No, 7,843,
communicating the Order of Government of the 5th idem, No, 2,725, calling for report of w'at
action has been taken on tloiuhuﬁmmuinod ia tboOrderolﬂvmmnﬂ dated 14th June
1865, No. 1,810, communicated with the Board's Miscellancous Oimlln. No, 77 of 1865, 1 have
the honour to report as follows:—

2. In the Godavery Distriet, in each of the Government, Zomindary, and Agraharam villages,

an appointment. These villages are mostly insignificant, In some parts of this district, the head
of one village holds the same office for other small and contiguous villages, This office is generally
beld by a member of the family in which it js hereditary. Whenever a vacancy oceurs in the

o %
T B I
R o 4 i
e -



-
| |
{
| s ; %
v:I fromJ. A. 0. BOSWELL, B, Offsisbing Collsstos of the Kistna District, ¢ the Acting Seere: =y
: tary to the Boand of Ravenue, dated Masalipatam, 20tk Docember 188, No, 395:— E %

public convenience does not suffer., & i AR, Tenid
2. There aro Pettanadars in some villages who assist the Moonsiff iu revenue mattors, buy v
they hold no authorit Government. T YN 1 A R g
5. ‘Whee Mamlh s Besl rovrunnt - it putish s grated o hom. T Gling
| \cducies oare is always taken to appoint the heirs or rolations of the l’““ﬂf’fwm | S AR
found any competont to hold the post, u.dm&ohwol-#ﬂwml‘“ lly illiterate, it
“""‘-‘Ml!Sndruorl(mlnu., I bave been urging upon them at the Jummahiban of sk’ gty
villago the necessity of their educating their children if they wish them o succeed them in ofice.

f And 36, Thegy promotions have been lately stopped by the order of the Board, im;"-”if. % '
® uthlune 1869, . TR e R T

oir office, Iy my letter, No, 337, dated 16th November IBQ,IWMM Moon- Gk )

*ifls who aro in charge of cattle pounds mbmhmwﬂt This has 5, S

Just boon ganoiioned in Board's Proceedings, dated 17th Decombor 186, No. 9,25%, and peag = e

this wily enalle me gradually to secure a better and more intelligent class of men for this office.
5, .

Governmgny ¥illages are obtained through the Curnums and this wo Wdﬁl Mdﬂﬂ? ad ‘. & “’ﬁe}
Propristary villages, agthe Ou wms hold themselyos most indopendant both of tho Collector et & S

tho Zomindar, sinee g canact be disaissed without an order of the Civil Court, Tue snomaly e

| of their poy et to bo dealt with by the Legislatars, 0 4340 maako them samble
" el T R enaEd
: | Bl T
Ede. !u"“h o _:1'.|




of bead-men in Zowi
Bocersity to adopy any "y
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Excrosure 1 }
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