


- ~

T Btatgerien

. ‘ ; g
Fort William, the Lo March 1872

S1m,

Ix reference to the Resolution of this partment, No. Z#
dated the 18th January last, in which a revised form was prescribed for exhibit-
ing the current prices of food-grains in different Provinces, 1 am directed
vernor General in Council that all officers

to express the desire of the Go
eoncerned in the preparation and submission of these statements may be made

fully aware of the importance of Mt;glywte returns.

9. For commercial and statistical purposes the value of rigid accuracy
in these statements can hardly be over-estimated, and the degree in which they
affoct the financial economy of the Empire may be appreciated from the fact
that a very considerable portion of the military exgenditure in India—no less a
sum than thirty lakhs a year, taking the average o the last three years—is ex-
pended on the faith of ‘these prices current in compensation for dearness of
provisions and forage. If, as ‘believed to-have been hitherto the case, the
prices shewn in the official statements havea tendency to range above the
lowest actual rates at which the articles can be purchased in the market, a
needless expenditure is involved in the award of such compensation.

3. The Government of India considers that the work of p::ﬁaxing the prices
current should be entrusted to some competent officers in the tahsils or districts,
who would be held personally answerable for their accuracy. - In each dis-
trict, an officer, not below the rank of Deputy Collector or Assistant Collector
should be specially charged with, and made personally responsible for, checking
these returns by personal enquiries, and cach price-current should bear the at-
testation of, such officer that he bad catisfied himself of the accuracy of the
ctatement. To enable him to do this, it be essential for him not merely
to commence enquiries on the day the statement is to be pres: nted, but to
keep himself informed from day to day of all variations of the market.

4. Tt is believed that the plan suggested above, if carefully carried out,
will be sufficient not only to keep within bounds the immoderate expenditure
noticed in paragraph 2 of “this letter, but also fo lay the foundation of a system
for the accurate record of statistics of the utmost public ingfrtance; and I am
accordingly desired to request that tuntle Hosfoitien i by fo G o Crrnnenl
such orders may be issued as may seem best calculated for ensuring the highest
attainable accuracy in these statements. ‘

DR KA} T have the honor to be,
“Your most obedient Servant,

Secy. to the Govt. of India.
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