Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
9th January 1872.

No. 90. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 10th
August 1871, No. 3,369 :—
Read the following letter from C. T. LONGLEY, Esq., Collector of Salem, to the
Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated 5th July 1871, No. 1,833.

I nave the honour to reply to paragraph 23 of the Board’s Proceedings of the
3rd April last, No. 1,460,

2. It appears from the records that when we acquired the country known
as the Baramahal, Talaghat, and Balaghat, during the years 1792 to 1799, tliere

were six classes of village servants as

1. Maniagars. ‘3 T:)fiffs. : shown in the margin, and their remu-

g 'Il\llll;x[::;:;;ars ; ;S:t”‘:;:;fre neration was partly in land and partl ¥

in fees. This system continued in the
talooks known as Talaghat up to Fusly 1211 (1801), and in those known as Bara-
mahal and Balaghat up to Fusly 1213 (1803), when a change was introduced by
Colonel Reid, by which the maniems and merahs of all but the last two classes,
Nercutties and Nottakarars, were resumed, and a money-payment substituted.

3. The enclosed abstract statement will show that the value of the resumed
Inams amounted to Rs.%97,285, and the resumed merahs to Rs. 30,100, or
Rs. 1,27,385 in all. :

4., T have not been able to trace the mode in which the merahs were collected.
No regular accounts appear to have been kept of these merahs, and the amount
ghown in the old accounts, prepared for the information of the Board and Govern-
ment, was based on inquiry made of the old inhabitants, and upon accounts v-
the Kurnums themselves kept, regarding the practice prevailing in their different
villages. I think, however, that payment of the merah was probably fixed by a
rate on the extent cultivated in the same manner as the Sothunthrum fees are
still paid in the villages irrigated by the Cauvery channels in the Nameul Talook,
where 4} Piesin the Rupee is paid on the acreage. These merahs were not included
in the puttahs, but were left to the village-officers themselves to collect, and this
they did in grain at harvest time, exactly as the Sothunthrum fees are collected
now-a-days in Namecul. The amount set down in the old accounts under merahs,
namely, Rs. 80,100, is, I should think, far below the mark. For under Native
Rulers these allowances must have formed the greatest, if not the only inducement
for office.

5. The records do not show whether in settling the district Colonel Reid
made any deduction in the gross produce on account of these merahs or not. I
am, however, inclined to think that no such deductions were made, for the
remuneration to village-servants is shown in the old accounts as a charge on the
Government revenue. Itis, therefrre, to be presumed that the resumed merahs
were included in the assets, ug-. which the revenue to Government was calcu-
lated, and the amount must, therefore, be sti/l considered a charge on Government

f
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revenue.
6. Inlieu of ihe resumed maniems and merahs a certain percentage on the

revenue was fixed as remuneration for the Kurnums and Maniagars. The allow-
ance varied every year with the fluctuations in the revenue. In Baramahal and

Balaghat the allowance was fixed at a uniform rate of 2} per cent. in the case of
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.tKh:r;eT::; tat;d l‘% Per ce|.1t. in the case of Maniagars. In the Talaghat Divis'ion
to the berlizaO? = ln()t uniform, but was. fixed at higher or lower rates according
Pmportionatol ei}ll(:' 1 village.  If .the beriz was small the percentage was fixed af. a
from Rs i }gh rate, and.vice versa. The percentage in the Talaghat varies
: - 6-11-7 to Rupee 0-8-4 in the case of Kurnums, and Rs. 4-15-9 to Rupee 1
in the case of Maniagars. 2
ass,es:. I':.ach '.l‘oty and Tanda!kafan was allowed pay equal to the amount of the
ment of his Inam land, which was from its resumption entered in the accounts
as puteut,
5 r;few'l; l,;e lastbtwo classes of servants,. namely, Nercutties and. Nottakarars
&t 1 ‘_n‘”" er) were, for reasons which cannot now be ascertained, allowed
5 in their Inam lands, which they do to this present time.
Bt 't ;Phe deductions made from the gross revenue on account of village
vauts or‘ t‘he past Fusly (1279) amount to Rs. 1,11,390.
Nam:;gi T::::Skst:.m d‘)e‘? uot embrace the Ca.uve.ry channel establishments in the
N X, JOT. .W‘hlch a separate organization will be necessary, and an .f&ct
mute the fees into a money-payment will be required. I purpose visiting

these channels next month, when I shall address the Board on the subject.

i -

Escm;vu No. 1.

Statement of Village Officers.

‘ YVALUE o Mkffur:n nam?s ‘A,\U MExAus o Vn.z,on-Oknc_x!i.;"‘.—‘ o
Village Oftors. K}--‘VLMET 1% Fosnies 1211 axp 1218, B
: - v ) | :
» . nl:;[(;:ﬁfﬁ:zx:cut Amount of Merahs, | Total.
l
! {
RS. A, Ps RES. v Ry o . . -‘
;' lK{:;negars A e T E e g A | 2 B L e Bl 607 20 29?36 A5 Z |
2 Kurums... ... de e e |l 25,507 9 ‘8| 18,203 12 2 | 53,711 5 10 |
& pandalkars .. ... .. ..l 4,060 7 6| 1,68 4 1| 573611 7|
es ra went sl 28,497 10 11 9,608 2 0 38:100 12 1) :
Total ..} 97,284 15 3 {30,100 4 5 (127385 3 8|
' l
Savey, £

(Signed) C. T. LONGLEY,

Stk July 1871,
T Collector.

Ths letter will be submitted to Government with reference to paragraph 23

;\f tl;; 8Board_’g; Proceedings disposed of in Government Order, 2nd June 1871,
0. - .

2. Since Fusly 1211 in the Talaghat and since Fusly 1213 in the Baramahal
. and Balaghat, the salaries of village

e iyl s ofgsb 30 he. s and Curnums in Salem have been
D R LY paid m the land-revenue. The
s ol i oo SRR Jrmdiiet of by gaymisstiil fixed ot

v g s T 1 11"?’9’ proportion of the land-revenue which

— varies in different parts of the district.
5)45"47’3?;6: It has gradually increased with the
1,00,4792 increase of revenue, and in Fusly 1279

: amounted to Rs, 1,11,390, '

et/l

o
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3. The allowance was granted in Jicu of resumed Inams and merahs. The
resumption of the Inams was effected by charging them with full assessment a..nd ;
that of the merahs by including them in the assets (or in other worc}s by ex'cludmg
them from the calculation) when the assessment which is now being rev1sefl was
fixed. As the Inams have not been restored nor the merahs taken into consxd(?ra-
tion in the introduction of the new settlement, Government are under an obliga-

tion to continue the allowance. The annual value of the resumptions was

Rs. 1,27,385. .
‘;. ’The Board think it best that the allowance should be a fixed sum and not

when the village establishments are re-organized, their
salaries will be fixed amounts. It should beﬁsettled soon, in order that the Collector
may have the data necessary for preparing his scheme for the re-orgamzation.

5. As the land-revenue demand isincreased by 9 per cent. in the new settle-
: ment, it may be calculated that under

the present system, the allowances will

vary with the revenue, for,

Av'erage‘t?“bgw?lncle;ngr i oo e?.(.l- 1,05{,8479 be increased to Rs. 1,20,000 on the
Ni?egp‘:; <=l<“311t‘-hojlrl o o e e 9,853 average. The Board recommend that

PR

Total 119 322 this sum be granted as an unvarying

contribution to the Salem Village
Service Fund, It is less than the value of the resumptions by I,{s. 7,385. :

6, In paragraph 10 Mr. Longley states that a new Act will be rfaqmred' for
the commutation of the Couvery channel’grain-fees. The Board await his promised

report on the subject which should be. 1 full detail. WET

Np—

=

-

No. 91. ORDER THEREON, 9th January 1872, No. 47.

Tae Government admit the fixed
annual charge of Rs. 1,20,000 on the
land-revenue of the Salem District,

Land Revenue.

instead of the percentage charge hitherto calculated annually, as the amount due |

to the Village Service Fund of the district in licu of the resumed Service Inams
and merahs, the full assessment or value of which is included in the land-revenue,
and aggregates Rs. 1,27,385.

9. The actual rate of Village Service Cess within 1 Anna in the Rupee to
be assessed on the ryots ander the Act will be determined with reference to the
demands on the fund for the re-organized service after crediting it with the above

fixed amount.
(True Extract.)

(Signed) W. HUDLESTON,
Secretary to Government.

To the Board of Revenue.
,, the Accountant-General.

Exd. F. R. Bantleman.
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inal for the
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Secretary to Government.

W. HUDLESTON,

ORDERED to be recorded.

(Signed)

(True Extract.)

g statements be submitted

9th January 1872.

goin
ORDER THEREON, 9th January 1872, No. 48.

Miscellaneous.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
2

OrpErED that the fore

SusMITTED to the Board of Revenue, with reference to their Proceedings
information of Government.

dated 21st November 1871.
Exd. F. R, Bantleman,

»» G Thornhill, Esq.

To the Board of Revenue.

No. 93.
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No. 94, Read the following lette:

India, Financial Departme
Secretary to the Governme
December 1871, No. 3,119 :-
I Ay directed to request that it o
what arrangements are in force in t'
both General Stamps and Court Fee la
by licensed vendors prevailsin these tow
sary expense to Government ; and if th
it may be considered whether a system
2. So far as regards Court Fee la
different system of vend from that wh
but in the case of General Stamps there
some centres where the amount of st
therefore it would be much cheaper {
vendor than to remunerate one or more
3. The appointment of salaried
observe, involve the entire supersessic
Licensed vendors might be continued ir
not sufficient to remunerate a salaried
should so continue, in order that genera
accessible to the public. DBut there se
licensed vendors subsisting in the same
too close, and that the terms allowed to
enable them to under-sell the salaried ve
4. The above remarks p.
Presidency towns.

No. 95, ORDER THEREON, 9t]

Separate Revenue, No. 2.

Stamps.

(True?

To the Doard of Revenue,

Exd. F, R. Bantleman,

e uv‘ 2 e

2.

Secretary to the Government of
arate Revenue—Stamps,) to the
fadras, dated Fort William, 18th

“rted to the Government of India

ney wwius for the sale of stamps,

.t 1s believed that the system of salo

ler eircumstances involving unneces-

he case, I am desired to request that

waucial vend should not be substituted.

there appears no reason for applying a

is applicable to places in the interior ;

't be in and near the Presidency towns

old is very large indeed, and where

ernment to sell -through a salaried

we. 3ed ', c.dors on the discount system,

sndors at such places does not, I am to

1 of licensed vend in Presidency towns.

all parts of the town where the sale was

vendor, and, 1ftdeed, it is advisable they

stanips might be everywhere conveniently

no obstacle to salariéd vendors and

vn, provided that their stations are not

he licensed vendors are not such as to
or.

o other large towns besides the

uary 1872, No. 49,

RereErrED to the Board ' € Revy-.
1ue for report.

=& )
) W. HUDLESTON,
Secretary to Government.
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