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4 NO. Read the followm<r lettcr from C’tptaul J VLRTUE,R E Actmg e
l'i Supermtendmﬂ' I‘nﬁlneer’ 5th DlV]blon’ to the Sccxvetary tO GOVel‘nment h o \:'. ‘ k

"' Public \Vorks Department Fort St Gcorge, _dated Cuddalure, Gth Aprﬂ N

.
St "i“?;"‘ EA P St ‘9)&:}3,"&‘;}51 &y

x’{ i
' 1872, No. 61— - e Pt e ot
I have the ‘honour. to submlt for the mformatmn of Govcrnment ‘a copy of a I -
) letter Whlch I lately a addrcssed to the Collector ‘of South’ Ar(,ot R |

o - This I do as it seoms very probable ‘the Lollector w1ll shortly leave the R

--Hu\

d1stuct ‘and very probably the bubj(‘Ct W]

be allo“ed to drop. - Wi T S
3. Unless the road is to e constructed partly or whol] y, from Impenal Fund ST

itis almost certam this will be the ‘case, as the fundq ‘at the, dxsposal of the Local TR

Fund Board are quite iradequate to maintain all the roads in this district, many of = .~ Sl

w}m.h lmvo ‘therefore—so far as mmntenance n'ran’cs arc conccrncd———been left out AR

of tlus }ear s budwet A

lnch 1 tlunk a \ery 1mportant one, wxll '_ S
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}EBTUE R E Actmfr Supenntcndm'r Envmeer, 5th Dmswn to the Collcctor ‘;
“of South Arcot, dated Cuddalore, 23rd \Iarch 1872, No. 209, U

our notice the road partlally constructed between Mexkanum B

I have the honour to bring toy
and Pondlcherr), its present state, and future if completed as I believe’ therei 1s no provxsxon forthe - . -
if I underatood you rwhtly the Loc&lt S

work in the Local Fund Dudget of next year, and indeed ,

Fund Board have decided not to carry on this road to. complctlon IR A
*The' ongmul ostimate was prepared by ardor of Governient ‘after a review Of )Ir Clarke I AN L *i

Reporh on the salt pans of South Arcot, and amounted to 61,000 Rupees.. Suhequcntly % gmvcl B 3
quarry | was found at the Pondicherry end of the line, ‘which, by lessening the dxshncc of cartage to - .o .o o
"o portxon “of the line, enabled the estimate to be- ‘reduced to 49,000 Rupees. .. This. estimate T T ]
- was submitted to Government on 15th December 1866. . In sanetioning - the estimate, G. 0., No. 80, - g ST
Cof 10th January 1867, Governmcnt Tomark that it had been ‘considered the line could not be - oo
onstructcd for less than one lakh of Rupeeq but that the nnpmt:mce of the lme would have fully SR e
ustxﬁed such an expcndlturo [N TR PN SRR
3. Fivo miles of the ‘road have now becn complcted -.md three more, makmv ewht in al] wxll o L
be completed by the ‘end of this official year for a total of about 23,000 Pu*pecs, leaving Televen . <
mxlcs ‘still incomplete. | The Range Officer states that he will complete the road next year if funds Lo
| ‘are provxdcd ‘The - expenditure up to the end of tlus oiﬁual yem‘ mll be about 23 000 Rupees, T
. leavmf' a balance of 26,000 Raupees for completxon L " R
4, ‘1 would in the strongest terms, urge the im
letc, 23,000 Rupccs will have been almost entirely tl
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wediate completlon of t}ns road If 1tbe Teft . S
irowh away, fur the cleven mcomplete“:-‘ “

‘j& e_«%

: ,.ncomp ’

fnmles are {hrough such hea\ y sand a3 to rendcr any mcrcase “of traﬁic almost hopolesq unless the u

i ( roud be complcted ,‘ . S PR
¢ " The daily averago of tmﬂ‘xc (prmcxpally salt to Pondxchcrr )wan in 180(’ nmety,four cxrts, ST

There is no doabt that at one time the coast route was the great

L.
i aud 1b is stated to bo the same now. -
his point, the numerous and very extenswo clxoultncs and~ S

" line cf traffic ; did’ any " doubt exist on t

T
,J i stono tanks all along the line woull be suﬁicmnt to prove it. o ’ e R
»} 2 6. % This route has many sdvantages. * Water is to be had evurywhero in plenty and cloqe to' ST e

LR

’ the suri'ace and tho ‘country is well-w ooded and shad«d not (mly mth paxmyms and coco'mut troes, o

. \ [ but also with cnarmw, twr""""f‘ snd other trees. S O
oA 7. . The gram prmlucud seems . pnncxpally ‘of the kmd calicd oﬂicla‘ﬂy mf\,nor food grams e T
rT producmf' a vcry poor return, and a little paddy, which, unless heay 1ly manurcd with mdwo refuse, .«

L 13 also very poor ; any attempt to, make thisa gram~producm g cmmtry is totally out of the question, :
;_ and it ‘would be fab more proﬁtable to import food grain from othcr quarters and utilize the soil -
'?f‘ ‘for the growth of the produf’txons for which it is emmently suited. Chief of thcsc ara the - )
& \,vipalmyra, cocoanut palm. and ca,bhew-nut tree. aﬂ of whu.h may be grovm to a.ny extenc at IECTE
‘. ',L : R . o . ) : )
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- very large fortune, . -

.- the interest on capital expended before the pl

*- enormous traflic between Merkanum ang
. s matter of very great importance,

-7 distance of

- Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,

e 30¢% {]pril‘IS'i\i’.";

arpinint

“small cost, also valuable timber trees, and lasi:, but not least, the casuarinaj for the production of ,

which the soil is adusirably suited,

8 There are along the coast thousands of aércs, which Jo not return one rupeeo to Govern- *
~ ment, covercd with sand, in which nothing elso will grow, but which are admirably suited for- '
_ the growth of this tree. ) o W .

9." The proposed ‘Carnatile Railway is, I believe, to bave a station at Tindevanum. How is
this line tobe supplied with fucl. The ncarcst point to Tindevanum from which it can bo at present

obtained is twenty miles distant, bus the supply is small, and being rapidly cutdown. By thetime !

. the Railway is constructed it is possible that the distance may be doubled, the more so as much of *
- the fuel now cut and sold is far too small for Railway fucl, I cannot, thercfore, but thiok that, 88 ’
" fucl reserves for the Railway, tho lands to which I allude have great value and siguiﬁcancé. ,
-7 10. .. Iven as regards Pondicherry alone, the person who first comes into the ficld aud acquires - S
* & compact piece of ground in the neighbourkood on which to grow fuel for its supply will mwakod v,

RO 5 ¥ ’The‘.town"is now
" nearly 50 miles distant.

.fuel is far s‘upcrioi{tVd_common jungle-woo'd ; and the rupee per bandy-load now levied by juogle
» ~onservancy would be saved.» The land would, 1 presume, |

twenty years; it s, therefore, no exaggeration to 8ay that such an enterprise would produce o.clear
profit of 375 Rupecs per day, or'about 1 lakhs of Ra

: expenses one Rupee per bandy-load, being
‘Bo ¢xaggeration to say that the ultimate not profit will bo one lakh of Rupees per apnum.” .

12. Tho quantity of salt now supplied from Merkanum to Pondicherry is, I believe, 300 gore®
(43,200 Bengal Maunds), but this is I imagine all for home ¢

why there should not be a lurge sea-borne trade in salt were t
pans and Poudickerry,”

13. From what I Lave stated, I think it will bo cqnccdo‘tl‘ that there might be o very largi ‘
mirably snited, augmented by the imports o1
should be dirccted to what will probt t? i

- earrying traffic in products for which the land is ad
grain for the food of the pepulation, whose attention
esormously, to the relinquishment of what

‘ ! now yiclds a very miscrable return.
- 14, 1In fine, should the resources of ¢ ‘ iy

his tract of country be fully developed, I anticipate ;8:
I’omlichcrry,,and think the specdy completion of the lin

15. - Tho only thing that can

been g0 far
would not

vanum vig Merkanum to Pondicherry ;

of the Tacheas 0 : even now I think the suzgestion worthy the conside
wilway Company. - o :

i

16 As hgéﬁng some connexion
ebout Merkanum are in beautiful orde
Merkanum, the first 11 miles of whic

with the subject of this, I may wmention that all th

. . h ) p A I c.
b will Le further improved from next year's maintenddec:

5 -+ Transferred to the Financial Department. .
| Yorr Sr. 'stoncx,‘ ‘ (Signed) - J. CARPENDALE, Colonel, R. L.,' D
ux 118 Aprit 1872, T Scerctary to Govermmenty Pr TV
b *sre Pt -

principally supplied from jungles in the neighbourhood of -Qingees

N ] “The daily supply is 150 cart-loads which sell in Pondicherry I am informed .

. for 3 Rapees each.’ Say that this supply might bo grown within an average distance of 10 miles
. $here will be the saving of 40 miles in carriage, equivalent at only 1 Anna per wile (a low estimate) 0
-« Rupees 2-8-0 per cart-load, all, or nearly all of which would go into tho pocketa of the cntorprising .
- speculator, for the expenses of casuarina planting are small, cattle will not touch it, the timber 38

bo given for such purpost rent free for.

i n
onsumption ; there scems no rc.as; (
o e o

he communication good between 2

. an be urged againat it is the cost of maintaining it.l Owing to th: |
carriage of gravel thin will not be less than 300 Rupees per wile. Had tho lin® n?r
advanced, I think it wonld Lave been worthy of very serious consideration whetlert .-

be advisable to construct tramway of the cheapest kind from the Railway at T?ng('i;r: .
ratl

¢ foad’ o

. to "
T, and that thero i3 & very good road frop Tindevaouid ,

peeg per annum § and, taking into conaideration. R
antations come into full bearing, and allowing for .
the amount now levied by jungle conservancy, it sec®® .
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o § remarks on the special

4

;;’f ; P}jqbge_tﬁgzgs of the Madras Government, Ezza;zc\za{‘l_)\ggﬁfﬁ{i‘?% :

“road‘ from Merkanum' to Pondicherry. It is
.the Government will be propared to entertain fav

s for tho work in the current year. . . o ;

' expect o special grant from Provincial Funds | work in the current year. . -
p% 3.0 Tphe spebciﬂ aticntion of the Board of Revenue is called to the statement” & .
' that many of the roads in South Arcot are

" Rupees 9,453 aro allotted for new works, this should mot be. .- o7 e

4, The Conservator of Forests will tako into co

ES

o work toa great pxtén\;‘\.\s’peci‘al; ;!iid : \:‘ e
ourably proposals from the Local .- * 2 »

' Fund Board for arranging for the ,comP{Pﬁbhl.‘?f .thq‘iw Q‘rkieith%r\ px\tranff;‘l’; 1’11 w
1872.73 or. allotments in 1373._74. - Should they do so, they ‘wgu{d be entitled to " -

‘without maintenance grants. When® %5 j&- o

nsideration Captain Vertue's» ¢r' .
ilities for raisi ' Jtions on the line of road.™ - ¥ '
facilities for raising qul P}%ﬂ?“t.“’?? gn th.?v l méf?\. ?r; RN O

e T e S0 April 1872 T
. ‘f:.Nd 230, U Ogper fgnm:d}:,*SOt_liAp:r_ﬂ_\187.2, Nog.m“ fg M{;;_. SR )
S /-i . "The forcgoingilettél_"%x\'fx.ll:be rcfQ_ri‘efl”t.Qt}*%ggﬁﬁl‘\é%\?‘e vexz;xclortt;r T
R {' remarks, and for those of the'Local Fund Board of the;(‘»q@t\?}?{o JArele; To.bo s
2y - submitted ‘as"czirly, as possible. .~ -~ S B N . th LS
© 9, The Government concur with Captain Vertue as to the importance of the: T
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