Proceedings of the fadras Government, Revenue Department,
9th January 1872.

No. 84. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 5th
Octol 1871, No. 4,271 :—
Read the fnllowing; letter from J. D. ROBINSON, Eajq., Collector of North Arcot,
to the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Chittoor, 29th August
1871, No. 432.

Tue requisition made in paragraph 3 of Government Order, communicated
with the Proceedings of the Board, dited st May last, No. 1,815, affords me the
opportunity of respectfully asking Govizrnment to reconsider the eoneclusion which
they have formed on a perusal of the corra pondence therein embodied.

9 Mr. Whiteside’s letter attracted M s attéention soon after my return to the
district, and is so unfair and ungenerous in 1ts spirit and representations that in
mere justice I may claim that the eonclusions the Government have thus been led
to form may not be allowed to prejudice my case until I have had an opportunity
of showing, as I feel sure I can, that I am entitled to a verdiet more in aceordance
with the unanimous opinion of the people of the district respecting these opera-
tions. »

3. Tt is a vory easy task to criticise, with a semblance of reluctant delicacy,
the results of operations condueted during a series of years under a combination
of circumstances as adverse as were ever encountered in an undertaking of the
kind.

4. My intention, however, in solicitng Government to reconsider the con-
clusion they have formed on Mr. Whitesidy's representations is not to explain away
a failure, but to elicit for the persistent efforts of years the recognition that their
object has been attained ;“that the district does possess a system of thrivi
avenues along all its principal roads; anl that, considering the exceptional di
culties which had to be surmounted, the results are more than commeunsurate with
the outlay incurred in securing them.

5. I do not pretend to deny that ervors of judgment have been committed,
nor would I assert that trees have always been planted in the soils and sitnations
best suited to their growth and purpose. It will invariably be found that,” when
unskilled native agency has to be employed, their guiding principle, do what one
may to control it, is that if a tree be planted at all it must be of one of the repro-
ductive kinds. The * ornamental” hasa very subordinate place in the estimation
of the ordinary Native Pygust.

6. And thus it isthat in an extended system of operations, conducted, too, it
should be remembered for several yearsas a means of employing the suffering
masses, the proportion of fruit-trees in all our avenues is larger than it would have
been under more concentrated control.

7. In the case of the more recently planted avenues, on the other hand, there
has perhaps been a not unnatural reaction in the other ion, and the

o

¢ Poinciana regia, the Acacia Rozburghia, et ’ being trees of showy appearance

ﬂlld rapid growth, may thus be ()(j(‘,ﬂj]‘_()[]u”}" seen g‘l‘()“’illg Wh(“l'('_‘. the murqusa, the

‘¢ Aeacia s;:elrz'osu,” and the banyan family would have been more in place.

8. ' But taking all in all, these deftets are exce ptional, and the statement I am
now submitting will prove conclusively that their existence should not discredit
general results,
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9. Mr. Whiteside claims to have formed his unfavourable impressions on a
wide area of observation. He does not particularise the avenues which produced
these impressions, but contents himself with condemning them one and all * as
stunted and by no means vigorous in growth.”

I am placed at a great disadvantage by so sweeping and unfair an assertion,
as I can scarcely expect to recover my position in respect of an undertaking in
which I may be reasonably regarded as a partial witness.

All I can say in answer is that I challenge most fearlessly the accuracy of
Mr. Whiteside’s representations, and that holding myself responsible for all plant-
ing operations north of the Palar river, - siintain, and will prove from the returns
herewith submitted, that the avenues in the Principal Division are, considering
their age and the condition of the soil and climate, growing steadily, and that they
will in a very few years become highly reproductive and useful for purposes of
shade and ornament.

10. T can well understand with what surprise and disappointment Government
must have learned that, after all the outlay made in the establishment of avenues,
Mr. Whiteside had not been able, during the leisurely rides and drives of which he
makes such complacent mention, to find anything which he could commend. [
cannot say what knowledge of arboriculure, or practical experience Mr. Whiteside
brings to the question at issue between us; but this I do know that neither he
nor any one else could take a short morning ride along any single avenue without
meeting with reaches of well-grown and most thriving young trees.

These avenues are of all ages fron nine years downwards, and skirt roads

lying through every variety of country and soil. Their past growth and future
value cannot therefore be fairly estimated by any one standard that could be
applied. ‘
11. Now, I have not driven much in open carriages ; but I have been riding
constantly for the last twelve years up and down every road in the principal
division, and have made it my invariable practice to take notes of the state of
the communications and avenues as I pessed along.

12. Had Mr. Whiteside cared fo inquire, he would have found in the Office
overwhelming evidence in the form of notes and memoranda in my own hand-
writing that the conduct of this undertaking at least has not been, as he is pleased
to style it, ¢ stereotyped by custom.” :

18. I dissent entirely from Mr. Whiteside’s opinion (paragraph 7) that now-
a-days outlay in the attempt to plant and maintain avenues along long lines of ro.ad
is money thrown away. Itistrue we cgnnot,: as was done in the Salem District
thirty years ago, form avenues by forced labour ; but after they have been estab-
lished by legitimate means, we have still the departmental authority, if we' choose
to exercise it, to compel the talook and village officials to look after their conser-
vancy. I have no sympathy with those who deery and vilipend the village inst1-
tution. o :
Notwithstanding all that has been done in a short-sighted policy to weaken
its influence, it is still, in this district at least, our best and most helpful ally-

* 14. Mr. Whiteside, relying on more modern notions, has taken upon himself?
~ pefore he had been eight months in the district, and without having ¢ known any

?
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of the heat and burden of the day,” to denounce the whole as a failure, and sets up
as original the scheme he describes in the following paragraph (8) of his letter.

Now, in regard to this scheme, 1 have only to remark that I recollect distinctly
discussing it years ago with Mr. Sim, and, in proof that I have had it steadily
before my eyes, and have, as far as circumstances permitted, been carrying it out
simultaneously with planting operations, I submit a list (marked D.) showing the
more important road-side wells and reservoirs constructed or restored, partly from
local and partly from special funda.

The idea thus propounded, as if for the first time, may,in fact, be seen nobly

- realized in numberless fine old rivetted
reservoirs,® with halting places adjoin-
ing, formed along all the principal thoroughfares in the days when native charity
found vent in this direction. Many splendid specimens of such works may be seen
in all parts of the district, and I might point to the road from South Arcotto Con-
jeveram as particularly rich in these monuments of defunet liberality.

15. It is not probable that I shall take much further partin this elass of
operations; but, whilst willingly admitting the wisdom of employing a propor-
tion of Local Funds in this direction, I may be permitted to express a hope that
Government will insist on the gradual restoration of many of these old works rather
than encourage expenditure on the poor substitutes that would do duty for them
in the shape of more modern ‘ halting places.” L 25

16. In his itinerary Mr. Whiteside names. five talooks and five zemindaries
as having come under observation. For results in the talooks of Chittoor, Pal-
manair, Gudiatham, and Chendragherri, 1 hold myself responsible, and shall be
able to account further on in this letter. 23 i \

With avenue operations in the Vellore Talook and the Arni J agh?re I have
had no further concern than in supplying the Sub-Collector for the time being with
the funds he asked for. In the Ponganoor and Kangundi Zemindaries, which are
in the Principal Division, no avenues have been formed. 3 , i e

In the Kalastry Zemindary a partial experiment was abandoned at an early
stage, and the reach of avenue, of which Mr. Whiteside makes such prominent
mention at the end of paragraph 4, has since been left pretty much to its own
chances, although it would appear notwithstanding to be now in a thriving condi- "
tion. R S e ; ' .

In the Karve mindary there is only the avenue along the road
from Ramakistnarojupet via Tirtani to Arcot Kuppam, on the frontier of the
Madras District. - mhmg&eﬁuq{miemy miles long, was, when I saw it some years
ago, most promising, and is now, the Range Officer reports (vide letter marked E. ),
well grown and most luxuriant.

Thus, the area of operations in régard to which we are atissue contracts itself
to the four talooks of Chittoor, Chendragherri, Palmanair, and Gudiatham, i

17, It would have been fair had Mr. Whiteside, when making a side thrust.
at general results, in noting the failure of the experiment of the Kalastri Zemin-

* Konéras.

&

dary, ﬁ‘edgid‘gd:hié opinion of the nearly adjoining reach of avenue which fringes the.  * ,
twenty-two to twenty-five miles of road lying through the Javernamukhi valhy

1 have very recently inspected that line of avenue, and can assure Government
“ 1_} Y .v Il?,.‘ " i = - ) : : SRt ¢ 0 - A e
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practical success.
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é. Between the conflicting opinions given by well qualified .ant.hontlles
respecting the condition of the young avenues in the Nt)l‘tl'l Arcot District, the
Government find it difficult to adopt a well founded conclusion. They' are, how(-i
ever, willing to believe that the impressions received by Mr. Whiteside an
Mr. Sheffield were less favourable than the actual aspect of t.he tf'ees at present in a
more favourable season would justify, and they fully recognize tfle zeal an(.l'energy
with which Mr. Robinson has long prosecuted an enterprise whx.ch he beheved' to
be conducive to the welfare of the people of his district. Wlnle. acknowledging
the use and benefit of avenue trees the g}ovemment are c?nstrallled to observe
that the expenditure for this purpose isout of all Pl‘oportwn t'o t(lile outlay ?n
reserves and topes, and they consider that Mr. Robinson committed an error in

directing his efforts with so much partiality to the less profitable obje.(:t. Tl}e
o dgment has been shown in admit-

Government are also of opinion that a wantof ju :
- some of which can

ting so large a number of faney or merely ornamental trees,
sca:cely beo considered as first c};ass shade trees, both in avenues and topes where
fruit-bearing trees might have been more profitably planted. e

9. The Government desire that the avenues planted shall be carefully main-
tained, and they will approve any reasonable expenditure for that purpose, but
they desive that in future the resources of the Jungle Conservancy F.und §l.1all be )
devoted to purposes of more material utility, and that attention be mainly directed
to the improvement and extension of topes and fuel reserves. . o

10, The Government disapprove the tone adopted by Mr. Robinson i his
letter which they do not consider to be warranted by anything that was .wrxtt?n
on the subject by Mr. Whiteside, whose report, it is observed, was submitted in-
obedience to orders from Government, communicated to him by the Board of

Revenue, '
(T?ue Extract.)

(Signed) W, HUDLESTON,

: Seeretary to Government,
To the Board of Revenue.

_ »» the Public Works Department. 2

+» the Financial Department.
y» the Accountant-General.

Exd. F. R. Bantlemsn,
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