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Praceedmgs of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
5tk March 1872.

No. 43. Read the following petition from C. SHESHIER, late Head Gumastah
in the Office of the Sub-Magistrate of Vellore in the district of North
Arcot, dated Madras, 10th February 1872 :—

AsstrAcT.—Submitting herewith a Memorial addressed to the Right Honour-
able the Secretary of State for India, touching his unjust dismissal from the office
of Head Gumastah in the Sub-Magistrate’s office at.Vellore, prays for the transmis-
sion of the same to the said authority with its enclosures.

ENCLOSURE No. 1.

The Humble Memorial presented by C. SIIESHIER late Head Gumastah in the Office of the -

Sub-Magistrate of the town of Vellore in the district of North ‘Arcot, to the Right
Honourable the Secretary of State for India, dated Madras, 10th February 1872,

RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH,

Taat Memorialist was dismissed from service on the most unsubstantial grounds, and that not
baving met with redress either at the hands of the Board or Government, he begs to lay this
Memorial before your Lordship for due and kind consideration.

2. Ona certain day Memorialist, having had to perform certain®ceremonies, went to the
bazaar and purchased a large quantity of vegetables, and, for conveying them home, he engaged a
cooly or porter. This cooly was a lad of about fourteen years of age and bore the name Murugan.

3. While on the way home, Memorialist together with the cooly had to pass.by the house of
the Police Tnspector of the talug. While oo passing, this Inspector asked tho cocly as to what had
become of a } Rupee which, it appeared, he had given into his hand that morning for purchasing
mutton. An altercation then ensued between the Inspector and the cooly, and ultimately the
former snatched away and retained forcible possession of the bundle of vegetables belonging to
Memorialist, which the cooly was then conveying.

4. Memorialist thereon remonstrated, represented that the bundle belonged to him, that he
would be put to inconvenience as it was already late, and he had to perform certain ceremomes ;
but all was to no effect, and the Inspector would not part with the bundle.

5. Memorialist thereon grew vexed and immediately lodged a complaint before the Sub-
Magistrate, saying that the Inspector forcxbly took possessxon of his property, and that he refused

" to give it up.

6.. All the above statements are corroborated by the depositions of the several parties and
witnesses before the Sub-Magistrate and the District .Magistrate, and your Lordship can. judge
for yourself whether the Inspector did not by his conduct lay himself open to the charg‘e preferred
against him,

7. Nevertheless, owing to the mﬂuence of the Deputy-Inspector-General of Pohce, who
unduly interfered in the matter on behalf of the Inspéctor, which interference has been severely
animadverted upon by Government in their Order-dated -16th February 1871, No. 174, the case

“was transferred from the Sub- Ma,vlstrate s Court to that of the District Mayistrate who finally
acquitted the Inspector. -

8, In domg so, however, the District Magistrate Mr. Whltesxde unwarrantably leaped to the
conclusion that Memorialist preferred a false and vexatious charge against the Inspector, and on
that ground not only dismissed Petmoner but also implicated the Sub-Magistrate in 1t whom also

“he degraded. .

9. On this matter Mr. Whiteside wrote to Government in his judicial capamty, and thus in a

" manner secured their approbation, though they did not fail to senously remark on the patent undue .

interference of the Deputy-Inspector-General of Police, who, there can be no doubt, poisoned the
mind of the Magistrate against the petitioner,
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-t General, raised into 8o ‘much importance as not only to be made a ground for petitioner’s dismissal
¢ but also for the degradation of the Sub-Magistrate. - .

. . The best part of his life havmo’ been thus spent in the service of Government he with his family
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10. When, therefore, Memorialist addressed a petition to the Board of Revenue, they gave
an endorsement saying that they could not interfere, as the previous approval of the Government
had been securad to his proceedings by the Magistrate and Collector.

11.. A petition was then a.ddressed to Government, but as they had a,lready pre_]udoed the
matter they would not re-open the case, and gave an endorsement accordmgly

- 12, Your Lordshlp will be able to judge from what has.been stated above and from the record
of depositions herewith submitted, whether petitioner preferred the charn'e :wamst the Inspector
from malice, or because he had suffered provocation and real injury. .

13. - In any case, if the Magistrate did not on the depositions think that the charge was estab- )
lished (which after all is very stranve), there was nothing 'in 1t to render Memorialist unfit to

6

.

remain in service.
14. Tle had not conducted hlmself ne(rhgent]y in his oﬂﬁce dutxcs he had entered into no

mal-practices as a'*a,mst Government ; and he wonders that a private affair wholly unconnected
with the ofice-duties of Memorialist should have been, at the instance of the Deputy-Inspector-

15. Memorialist has served Government for fifteen years and the enclosed copxes of testimo-
nials given- by worthy officers of Governwment will’ show how he conducted himself all the time.

C e L € e vt v it sy g

is now left without a profession and a means of livelihood. .
15. Memorialist prays that on a due and kind consideration of all the facts and records,

your Lordship will be_pleased to du'ect petxtxoner 8 restoratmn or at Ieast permlt his re- employ-

ment in any other capacity. , .
For thch act of Lmdness pctxtloner, as in duty bound wxll eyer pray
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ORDEP. THEREON 5th March 1872 No. 383

i on e

T . ) Lo ORDERED that the Memorml received
I . Miscellaneous.

: with the foregoing petition, be transmltted
' o " to the &ecretary of State, and that the

LV

. o ~ (True Extract) S
Lo (Signed) W, HUDLESTON, ‘
) Officiating Olnef Secretary.
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