1’7'ocee(li)1.gs of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
8th January 1872.

No. .71, Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 29th
September 1871, No. 4,169 :—
Read Proceedings of the Madras Government, dated 19th July 1871, No. 95,
Revenue Department : —

Ix the above Order Government refer for report a Resolution of the Govern-
ment of India, dated 31st May 1871, No. 751, ordering a re-consideration of the
grounds on which (1) batta at the rate of Annas 2 a-day is granted in this Presid-
ency to Peons on a salary of Rs. 8 a-month, and (2) as to the grant of batta to
Peons of every grade while travelling within their talooks if Talooka Peons, or
within the district if belonging to the establishment of Collectors.

2. The Government of India observe that until Mr. Pelly’s revision of
Revenue Establishments, there were no Peons on Rs. 8 a-month in the distriets,
that accordingly until that time no Collector’s Peons could have received higher
batta than Anna 1 a-day, and the fact of the pay of a large proportion of them
having been raised by that revision from Rs. 7 to Rs. 8 during {he vears 1854-67
and 1868 did not necessitate further the doubling of their trayelling batta.

3. Up to the year 1859 no servant of the class of Peons consisting of the
several grades of Peons, Deloyets, Duffadars, Jemadars, ete., was considered entitled
to batta. The hardship to which these servants were subjected by this exclusion
became the subject of frequent and earnest representations from the district
officers, and the Government then resolved to grant to them batta at two rates, viz,

S8, oo
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Anna 1 per diem to those whose salaries 'zth}:ed up to Rs. 7, and Annas 2 pesdiem.
Ry e "= S R ~ ~ -
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4. In 1861 the rates of batta underwent a general revision, and a scale of
universal application, based chiefly on the recommendations of Mr. Ricketts, the
late Commissioner for the revision of Civil establishmeats, but amended and
simplified so as to suit the wants of this Presidency, was then sanctioned by the
local Government. By this every servant, no matter what kind of service he had
to perform, was declared entitled to certain rates of batta, solely with reference to
the amount of his salary. Thus the meanest servant in the Office, when called
upon to travel, was allowed batta along with the highest. Anna one per diem was
the rate for all those below, and Annas 2 per diem for all on or ahove a salary of
Rs. 8 up to 15 per mensem.

5. This scale has been in force ever since throughout the Revenue Depart-
ment.

6. In the year 1866, in the general revision of salaries of the Revenue Estalb.
lishments of the Presidency, the salary of some of the Peons on the Collector’s
and Sub-Collector’s Establishments was m_iscd from Rs. 7 to Rs. 8, and e, i
virtue of the then existing batta rules, became entitled to draw the higher rate of
Annas 2 per diem.

7. Thusit will be observed that the higher rate of batta to Peons, though it
followed Mr. Pelly’s revision, was not created by it. As to the raising of the Peon’s
pay generally during that revision, that was based upon the utter insufficiency of
the salaries with reference to the rise of the prices of the necessaries of life wi";ic,h
could not be considered anything but permanent. There appears to the Board,
therefore, no ground for depriving Peons on Rs. 8 salary and upwards of their
higher rate of batta, while other office-servants on similar pay, such as Moochies
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,

and Attenders would stil] continue to draw it

measure would create a distinetion both in

8. As regards the second point referred for

 batta to Peons when travelling withi
the withdrawal of it would be produ
rally little travelling beyond these Ij
to this class of Peong altogether,

extended to Talook Peons alon

: @ with certain oth
-~ in Board’s Proceedings, 30th No
February 1869, No. 276. Th

under the general scale. The

vidious and unjust.

consideration, viz., the grant of

n their respective talook or district limits,
ctive of great hardship, and as there is gene-
mits, would amount to a virtual denial of batta

The circumstances under which ¢ batta’ was
er talook servants are fully detailed
vember 1868, recorded in Government Order, 2nd
© grant of batta to Talook Peons is, moreover, -

travel, being once ;admitted, its applicability ¢o all classes of servants, and especially
to the lower grades of them, is obvious. In point of fact the latter need it more

-

than the higher-grades. The lowest rates allowed, viz.,, Anna 1 and Annas 2, are
barely sufficient to purchase food for the daily requirements of life. The enlarge-

ment of talooks under Mr, Pelly’s revision 1
i at it is often impossible for a Peon to start from

)

home on duty afte: breakfast and return for supper. He must either starve or

make calls upon the liberality of the r

yots or village-officers on his'route, As to

his defraying his expenses oucor ws Tty 1o io vtupis Lapuacittinie,

- 10, The Board would, under these cir

cumstances, strongly deprecate any

measure of  economy which would rasult in diminishing the emoluments of this
lowest paid class of servants in our Revenue Establishments who certainly are
called upon to do hard and coutinuous work. The saving to the State would be
utterly outof proportion to the discontent certain to be caused by the measure and

 to the opening for improper requisitions which would be made upon the people to
supply the deficiency of public allowances,

No. 72. : OrperR THEREON, 8th January 1872, No. 37, 7
' S esitan o , _ ORPERED to be communicated to the
Financial Department of the Govern-

To the Board of Revenue, ,
»» the Accountant-General,

Exd. F. R. Bantleman.

e 2 ment of India, with reference to Pro-
ceedings of that departm’ent, dated 314t May 1871, No, 7 ; 4

w. HUDLESTON,
Secretary to Government.

RevexvE DepArTMENT,
Forr Sr. GEorar,
8tk January 1872,
No. 73.
No. 38.
To
Tre SECRETARY 10 1ar GOVERNMENT or INDIA,

FiNanciar DEPARTMENT.

Sir,—In their Proceedings dated
31st May 1871, No. 751, copy of which

was laid before this Government by the
Accountant-(}eneml, the Government of India suggest the reduction of the Batta
to Peons in this Presideucy on a salary of Rs. 8 a-month from Avnas 2 i, Aviug 1
a-~day, as also the denial of batta to Peons of every grade when travelling within
their talooks if talooka Peons, or within their Collectorates if belonging to the
establishment of Collectors,

2. Iam now directed to forward the accompanying Proceedings* of the
Board of Revenue, containing a fyul]
report on both the above-mentioned
points. It will be seen that the Board deprecate any reduction in the emoluments of
the low paid but hard-worked class of servants in question, and further point out
thatthe messuve is cortain to lead to discentent and to lmproper requisitions upon
the people.

3. The Government coneur jn the Board’s views, and trust that, under the
circumstances explained in the paper herewith forwarded, the rules on the subject
now obtaining in this Presidency may not be disturbed,

Miscellaneous. ' ’

* Dated 29th September 1871, No. 4,169.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

(Signed) W. HUDLESTON,
Secretary to Government,
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