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Proceedmgs of the Madras Government, Revenye
22nd July 1872,

Dcprzrtment,

i O

A A~

No. 180.  From G. THORNHILL, Esq., Acting First Member of the Board of

Revenue, to the Officiating Chief Secretary to Government, dated Madras,
8th July 1879,

I HAVE the honouy to acknowledge the receipt of the Order of Government
dated 29th June 1872, forwarding for my explanation an extract from a despatch
from the Secretary of State, No. 85, dated 18th April 1872, in which it is stfxteq,
With reference to report on the Madras Water Works Scheme, that ‘it is
“ Mr. Thornhil] who chiefly misled the Madras Government, and to whom the
“larger share of the blame belongs,”
to the manner in which my ¢ culpable negligence” has been notified.

2. Tam assumeq to have mi

and which concludes with an inquiry as

sled the Government by putting in a statement
to the effect that the extent of land irrigable by the projected works Was.abuut
15,000 acres, whereas it was pointed out two years later by my successor in the

Collectorate that the above estimate was in excess of the real extent by no less
than 11,096 acres,

3.

In order to clear myself of this very severe and, as I hope to show,
totally y

ndeserved censure, I must beg to be allowed to submit a brief account of
the origin of the statement alluded to. : AEE

4. In October 1868, when I was Acting Collector of the Madras District, T
received a demi-official note from Colonel Anderson, R.E., then Chiof Engineer for
Irrigation under the Madras Governinent, asking me to obtain for him g statement
showing the entire area of land to which water could be led from the Red Hills

akes when completed, supposing the supply of water in them to be
He said as there was no regu

lar survey of the land he wished the
statement framed in communication with the cultivating ry

rally pretty good Judges of level, and particularly urged it w
sition that the water-supply would be unlimited,

Anderson’s note has not been preserved, but I am qui
Iam fortunately able to submit the original memor
I'issued to the head of my office immediately after

distinctly the nature of Colonel Anderson’s communication and
which the statement alluded to was framed,

9. I shortly afterwards proceeded to the locality myself, and directed the
Inquiry in person, explaining to the men employed what I required.,

6. The reports of the officials employed were examined an
prepared in my office and submitted to Colonel Anderson,

7. The statement showed, accord;
firmed by the cultivating ryots, the e
as wet or dry, whether occupied or n
Inamdars, to which water from the R

unlimited,

ots who were gene-
as to be on the suppo-
I much regret that Colonel
te certain as to itg tenor, and
andum of instructions which
its receipt, and which shows

the basis on

d the statement

ntire extent of assessed land, whether classed
ot, whether belonging to Government or to

ed Hills and Sholaveram Lakes would flow,
Supposing the supply of water in these lakes to e )posing the requi-

site works of distribution to be constructed.

8. I believe the statement to he ag nearly accur
be expected to be, and it is perfectly patent to any
that the entire tract of count

unlimited, and su)

ate as sucl a statement could

one who knows the locality
ry lying between the bigh nortl

1ern road, which

s oy e e

P7()(fee ? E;S 0 i e )artmeut,
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22nd July 1872.

1of the lakes on the west, and Cochrane’s Canal on il;le
”1 i v the north, and the Kooum on thc? south,
N i ton en the hich mound of the Red Hills on
S must b: commanded by the lakes in

passes just to the eastward
east, and between the .O()I‘tl i1
tozother with a considerable trac &
tlc north and the Kcoum on the south,
1e
question.
- 1 -supply .
yosing the water-supply e
B i la'ndl:lrlngl ﬂliUTlt be watered from them. Unfortunately,
the whole of this g

: imited, and that, after
2 hing but unlimited, : ;
g SR e i ill remain for
i {Oulld th'atzil:n:l p(?fythe Madras Water Works, but little w
meeting the requir

o ] 1 . I. 1 ' [ 1 -
- . b()' 1 ] ] 1. . i I l ].

irrigation. t misled
i lrn'ga't lot? history of the statement; that the Government were no
10. Thisis the

: : think, be clear
i ctioning the works or at any other time, will, : ’
by it, either in san
ing i— ! i tober
TEon T t place the works were sanctioned and commenced ;nth?acsmte-
e ginted to the Madras District until May 1867’{3“ Tong
. n
et L no;zx};:)ted until December 1868, having been called for only
ot submit ranced.
men? Wasor:;tober when the works were well advance e L e
previous the second place the Madras Government couWh o s
12. In the se . laced before them. a
se it was never place - ag probably to
by my Btatement,}liziuin calling for it I do not know (though “; vv:antpof irrirrz,ble
object (el halve the profits would be limited by want of v.vate}r Ot i contempTamd
BranTre inly was not given to understand by him t 1aG erient AOMas
land); but I certainly ment. and I have ascertained fI‘OTTl tllg‘ .ove‘ s
v Gtover:not la;id before Government or printed ; it was simj
sument wa i rorks.
tha.tdtl(xie t((i)o';:le Executive Engineer in charge of thte “:t)irl(ist was quoted by Mr. Rlair
warde v, before Government ur ; ¥
13. It was, n;dee{()ighnel\)’:;ember 1870. Mr. Blair finding tl(;e.tsttat;nnc‘;;tcer;tl
. = e . 0 1 ru
e 16“’9}‘ Offﬁ t lnot unnaturally alluded to it, and he deb(,mbet llwc1 yo:r T
Fegord dn .lns e that it had been framed without referc(alnlce ]Oof iR
in one point, Viz., ne d special reference to the supposed leve . P
: S & y 3 of what 1t
circumSta“ceS; nowi’nltal}:aoth(lars is, I believe, a fairly correct statement of
in that respect as

: £ S0 r Government took
rofessed to be. d why neither the Board nor o ®
3 14. It is easy to_ ,underst.a A of t{xis statement ; although not fox‘m'ally befmlel
T Blau‘ls n}entlf)ges on which it was based was sufficiently we

f the ingui

i f it unnecessary. Moreover, by that time it had been
tice o i

any notice of M
them, the nature o

W the tanks
known to render any no. iaterial how much land was commanded by
it was immateri
i that it was 1
ascertained

icient to irrigate a portion of 113. :
because the supply of water :::eoéigljr?:iion will suffice to convince. I{,lil ~I“:(i(;:
15. 1 trust that the z:ot fairly be charged with the blame of.nmslea, ,m.o, ;I.]t
Jency in Council t}lat I (I:a.nclg sectfully beg that the Governn-lcnt will so fe;l).ll(ls;le
Govemment;han(;lixs;’aryroi;1State that His Grace may be induced to reca )
the case to the Secr

b} I bos it o=} ‘ ] - O td.l
[ < (0] ce o

i sl the facts.
misapprehension of
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