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Tar ‘REGISTRAR, JUDICIAL CC "MISSIONER'S COURT,

Central Provinces,
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-

. Tne SECRETARY 10 ez CHIEF COMMISSIONER,
‘ ‘ ' Central Provinces.

v e Dated Nigpir, the 10th July 1871,

S!R, i e AL «

- T am divected by the Offieiating Fudicial Commissioner to report on

‘the Siamp Revenue administration in these Provinces during the year 1870-71,
© 2. The Stamp Revenue this year has been realized under “ The General
Stamp Act, 1869 and ** The Court Foes’ Aet, 1870.” The former came into force
 on the 1st January 1870, and the latier on the 15t April 187p. This repert
. then exhibits the results of the first year's working of the new Stamp Acts.

8. In former years the realizations from Stamps of all kinds other than

Foreign Bill, Hundi, or Adhesive (Receipt) $tamps, were accounted for under
~ the general designation *“Judicial Stamps.”, The change in the Stamp Law,
“above noted, and the gradual introduetion of the special bi-color (blue and black)
Stamps issued for use under the “General Siamp Act,” have enabled separate
“accounts to be kept this year, for the first time, of revenue realized from the
_ true Judicial or Court Fee Siamps, and from General Stamps. The separate
_ results are given in detail in the General Siatement of Receipts and Disburse-
- ments (Statement 1.) appended to this report.

. 1.~Gaoss Recrrrs (Columns 2/to 12 of Statement 1)

.. 4 The gross receipts of the year have been Rs. 9,96,772-0, as compdred
- with Rs. 8,84,981 in 1869-70. The incrgase is Rs. 1,11,791, or 126 per cent.
‘This, however, is only a nominal increase, as the figures for this year include pro-
. eess fees to the value of Rs. 1,36,193 levied in Court Fee Stamps, whereas in
1869-70 these fees were realized in cash and credited to the separate Talabana
i fund. 1f, in order to a fair comparison with results in 1869-70, process fees be de-
. ducted from the Stamp realizations of this year, the gross receipts will stand
: at Rs. 8,69,579, as compared with Rs. 8,84.95! in 1869-70. The result then is a
decrease of Rs. 24,402, or 2:7 per cent. This decrease is attributable to the re-
‘duction in the cost of fees on plaints under the Court Fees’ Act, and it would
have been still larger had there not' been a considerable increase in Civil litiga-
tion during the period under report. i

|

. 5. Only :Rfs. 1-7-0 worth of Foreign Biﬂ‘Adhesive Stamps have been sold
. duriog the year. This sale was made in the Jabalpur district, The remark made
~ last year regarding these Stamps is again applicable:—
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 purchases being made by the merchants of Nagpur for transmission to Bembay,
where the rate of discount is only 31 per cenf. This practice has been stopped
during the year under report by the new rules ifor the vend of Stamps prescribed
ander Section 48 of “ The General Stamp Act{ 1869,” and by subsidiary instruc-
* Sos Judicial Commissioner's © tions from this office®] Now, discount on purchases of
Book Circular XIV.of 1870.  Hundi Stamps is only allowed to non-official vendors,
and a discrimination is exercised in theselect  of these men, and their sale

registers are occasionally inspected, with the ex s object of preventing licenses
being taken out or used chiefly for the purpose .  btaining Stamps at a discount
for export to other Provinces. The Offictating Judicial Commissioner believes
that this change sufficiently accounts for the decrease in Nagpur.

8. The Deputy Commissioners of Hoshangabad, Sagar, and Jabalpur give
no explanation regarding thé increased sales of Hundi Stamps in their districts.
The deecreases noted in other districts are accounted for as follows :—

Wardha —< Under tuis head there is a marked decrease.

% 1 would attribute it to the loss in cotton transactions; the greater pro-
portion of the Bills of Exchange being drawn agaiust invoices of
cotton sent to Bombay for sale, and from the 1st June 1870 to the
15th April 1871, the cotton markt has been dull.”

Nimar.—** The reason my predecessor advanced for the large decrease of
Hundi Stamps last year holds still good for the present. The
opening of the railway to Jabalpur has led completely to the
abandonment of Khandwa, as an entrepot of the grain trade from
the Narbada valley, so that there is now left only the opium from
Malwa and a comparatively swall trade in cereals and oil-seeds

to be paid for by bills.”

Narsinghpur.—* In the case of Hundi Stamps there has been a falling off,
the sale proceeds being Rs. 600-11-0, as compared with Rs. 766-3-0.
1 believe this may to some extent be attributed to the increased
circulation of Currency Notes, and to the preference given in
many cases of small remittances to Money Orders. The dullness

% of the cotton market has also doubtless been detrimental.”

The Deputy Commissioner, Raipur, also attribntes the large decrease of
Hundi transactions in his district mainly to an extended use of Currency Notes
and Money Orders for remittances. The Officiating Judicial Commissioner, how-
ever, believes that Money Orders and Currency Notes have now been so long
available for remittances, that the time has passed when marked decreases in Bill
transactions can be attributed to thsir more general use. It is not to be supposed,
for instance, merely because Narsinghpur and Raipur show a decrease, while Ho-
shangabad and Sagar show an increase in sales of Hundi Stamps, that the use
of Money Orders and Currency Notes has inereased in greater proportioh in the
former than in the Jatter distriets. On the contrary, it seems to the Officiating
Judicial Commissioner  that the marked fluctuations in the Bill transactions of
all four districts must be die to equally marked fluctuations in local trade, and
he would desire to have seen the nature of thes¢ fluctuations noted. No Hundi
Stamps were sold in the Bhandara and Balaghat districts, only 12 annas worth
in Bilaspur and Rs. 4-4-0 worth in Chhindwa-a. Enquiry will be made from
the Deputy Commissioners on this point. X

.

9. The gross receipts from “ other (i. e Bi-color impressed) General
Stamps” were Rs. 2,81,304, and from Court Fee Stamps Rs. 6,73,573, viz.,
Rs. 1,28,530 from Adhesive and Rs. 5,45,043 from Bi-color Court Fee Stamps,
Corresponding details for 1869.70 are naot available for comparison with the
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ndla 43 per cent, Bflaglut s
nd Bhandara 13 per ¢snd.”
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r, and Hoshangabad
in the Civil litigation of.
official year are not avail- °
' on the Civil ad-

« The decrease in the sale-of the non-Judieial or bond Stamps apparently arises

from the advent of better séasons relieving the agricnltural classes
5 to a lurge oxtent of the necessity of contracting fresh loans.. In
186970 the loan transactions, which principally induce sale of bond
Stamps, were haturally muchilyreer.  The previous year'sdearth
had straitened the means of mest of the Malguzars, while the loss
of seed grain and cattle made ®anusdally large expenditure neces-
sary, in order to bring their lands under cultivation. It was there-
fore in many cases beyond their power to resuscitate their estates
without having recourse to the m[‘-;ley-lem_iers_ Under these cir-
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cumstaness the decrease under notice in the year under report is
what might have been to a certain extent anticipated.”

I;)tifptlf.}’ Commissioner of Nﬁg‘pﬁ:‘ offers no «'npinirm as to how far the
n his district is due to inerease in receipts from General or from Court
nps. 1t is certain that there was no such large increase in the litiga
is distriet as in the other districts abgve-mentioned.

h the figures in margin,® quoted from the reports of the Deputy Com-
: missioners Raipir and Seoni, it would
1 Bahiaiobi- | (f‘f"’j"j:ﬁﬁdf??r appear that more than an equality
saitsinstituted.| 5 U Hon | mighlp have been locked for in the re-
7 ceipts of the two years, especially in
Raipr. If the Receipt Stamps used

AR year.

0. 146 [

o L i 93" , f
‘ ‘ | as process fees] had been correctly cre-
iErin e ‘ 905 dited as Court fees, the results for
e N Réaiphr in the Table in para. 9 would

Foc o gt g Sl { have gshown an increase of about 6 per
er of stits in the Seom. district meressed e 17 . o EaS.
8¢ T, centy still'a large margin of expected
increfse is left unaccounted for.

B

omparative equilibrium in the receipts of the two years inthe Chéndd
filid districts i1s U\\'ing more or less to a hrgo increase in hti;;u_.:.n .

Bich reason is apparent in the case of the Sdgardistrict. In Narsingh-

ferease of Rs, 1,786, or 3 per cent, in Court Fees was qualified by an
f Rs. 718, or 4 per cent, in General Stamps.

arge decreases in Mandla and Bdldghat are attributed to decrease i
combined with the decrease in Court fees. The figures in marg
extracted from the Deputy

‘ [Poreeniage] - Commissioner’s report, sub-
Number of] . 1T d@cre_ﬂ}‘:@{; stantiatesthe explanation in
RICT. Year,' |snits insti- Value of in the L -

litigstion.]  trict. The Civil report for

" 1870 shows that in the case
35,731 of Balaghit there had been
95430 | 20 a decrease of 27 per cent in
the number of suits institu-
ted, as compared with 1869,

it 1o, 671

ibed. \ suits. | oM.l the case of the Mandla dis-
i
'

'
s 1869-70, i 504
i

eputy Commissioner of Damoh in his report writes that the decrease

in his district ¢ is attributable in a oreat measure to the opera-
tion of the Court Fees’ Act, for altnhou;;h the value of litigation
has increased by Rs. 7,164, yet the cost thereof has decreased by
nearly Rs. 2,000 ; the other Rs. 2,000 decrease is accounted for
by the-fact that, owing to the excellent harvest, much fewer bonds
have béen written and less money borrowed this year than' Jast.
“This fact is noted in the Registration Report, para, 5, written by

Mr. Oalad-Husen,”

.
.

)




14.  Qccasional mistakes are appavent in the entries of Stamp duty and
penalties realized: The Commissioner, Narbudd Division, observes :—

% % # « In Nimdr either the amount of duty (Rs. 4-10-0) or the amount
e l;-f penalt‘y (Rt}.nl_:()ﬁi&o)must be Wrong. - The
Bedrion i eputy Commjissioner had been asked to explain.
e e In Hoshangabdd the proskdure of the Courts has been erro-
. Wetion taken by Civil Courts undes ** Neous, for the amount of penalty falls short of the
Bection 20 : “ duty. It is probable that the Courts have erro-
“ neously assumed the power of remission, which by law the Collector only can
£ exercise,” £ 1\
- The Upper Goddvéri district returns Rs. 18 as penalties realized by Civil
Courts, but shows no éorresponding realization of deficient Stamp duty.

15. The only entry under the heading Stamp duty and adjudication fee
realized under Section 39 of the General Stamp Act, is one of Rs. 407-4.0 agains
the ~Jabalptr district. The general abgzenc of applications for adjudication in
cases of doubt as to the proper Stamp has nof been noticed in any of the district
or divisional reperts. 'The Deputy Commigsioner of Jabalpir gives no detail
of the above item, and alludes to it only in & general remark regarding the total
receipts from penaltres, 1t is doubtful, therefore, how much of the entry represents
adjudication fees. Enquiry has been made. |’

16, ' The only districts which return any realizations on account of the value
of the paper of the new Stamps supplied ip lieu of spoiled Stamps returned
under Section 45 of the General Stamp Act, are Wardha (3 apnas) and Chhindward
{18, 1-4-0). : !

17. Asum of Rs. 928% is raturned as laving been realized in the Chanda,
: Betil, Nimdr, and Kaipor districts on

] T A P |- account of the Stamp duty recoverable

#Chanda 230 0

0
Betul 200 5 9
fi
4

&«

by |Government in suits heard “un
Nimar : 178 forma. pauperis.” The realizations un-
e 13 1 der this hLead seem to the Officiating

98 5 11 Judicial Commissioner to be very small,
It can hardly be the case that in the re-
remaining fifteen districts of the Provinces there were no items of the kind to reco-
ver. A Circular has been issued calling the attention of Deputy Commissioners to
the necessity of more gencrally asserting claims of Government in cases of this kind.

w

.18, The Rs. 24 of other Miscellaneous receipts shown against the Réipir
district were “ fees realized on account of gitestation of Powers of Attorney
uncer Chiet Commissioner’s Book Circular No, V. of 1871

. 11.—Cnarcss (Columns 13 to 20 of Statement I.)

19. The total charges have fallen from Rs. 60,349 in 1863-70 to Rs. 40,250,
s B. or rather more than 33 per
Total suwns. Differcnce. cent. Theproportion which

; [ Parcens.|  charges bear to gross in-

150030 1 1890414 S pagac \ age. come has fallen from 6°8 to
s T, s, 4 percent. 1he resultsun-

Discounty ' .| e} 27273 | 240857 —2338| — 86{ der the three main heads of
Refunds. se e b 8237001 13180 | — 19390 | =59 : ) : '
Miscellaneous se = s 706 2135 | #1429 | 4e02- | chargeare compared in ab-

: ’ T stract in the margin* It

will be observed that the

Head of cbarge.

——

Total »o ) 60,849 1 40,850 | — o080 | — 333

bulk of the decrease has been in refunds.

20. The old rules on the suﬁject of discount have been completely super-
seded during the year. They allowed 63 percent to all purchasers of Adhesive
Stamps of value up to Rs. 24, 4 per cent to non-official vendors purchasing

¥




Table ahow a remarkable varia-
! _pgseted that non-official vendors, who

, the pubha requirements. would purchase larger supplies
han above Rs. 1 1a value, and that, in consequence, the ave-
discount allowed ther: would be'nean,r the 64 than the 3. rate. On
, it appears that in Bilaspir the average *iale was onlv 314, in
nd in Mandla 3°7 per cent. in uaipur on the other hand, the ave.
e rate of discount allowed has been 15 per-eant, and in Bhandara (the next
thest) 6°1 per cent. The Officiating Judicial ‘Commissioner has called for
pl nat:ons from all five Deputy Commissioners, and they will be submitted
w The, matf#;er hsgs not been noticed in the distriet reports, but it seems

' st four dlstmcts *w least, dxscount must have been

4 2 : VTt w Be ' bagrved also fmm column 7 of the above Table that there
£ !ia.ve been ally. g
on Cou'rt Fae& Star

1t was to be expected that the rate for tbe year might a
rate of 2 per cent, now allowed to non-officir] vendors
of this office lowurmo' e rate did not issue (after being
rinted) fill the 13th of Aprll 1870. The average ratesin the
ardha (2°5), Sagar (3'7), M#ndlmrhl 2), Damoh (3 8), Betul (26),
| ar (32), Namnghpur (3-2), Raipiir (3'8), Sambalpur (39). and Upper Goda-
. vari (4-1), seem all, however, to be higher than can be attributed to possible delay

S tl

0 uugahad (!'4;); and leaspﬁr(l?) e all lower than the rules permit.
erepancy in the Upper Godavari district is mmdentalh explained in
Idﬁmg- extract from the distriet report ~(——

: ﬁe't»he time of the visit of the Commissioner of Nigpir, in December
e ]asi; to this district, the rate of discount allowed by me * * #
* was the same as for the sale of General Stamps, and the vendors

- are much dlssa.bLﬁed at the rate bem'r reduced by one-half.”

i The follqwmg explanations are given by other Deputv Commissioners in
: teply to enquiries made by this office -

!
The Deputy Commissioners of Raipr, Sambalplﬁr, Sagar, and Damoh
repart that durm?thp course of the
: year they (wnthout previous reference
Cocagsier G“'“"“Qﬁ“' Treasury, and Depart g thisoffice) adopted 4 per cent as the
gal Sceounts Branch. ‘
' CIRCULAR No. 145. rute of discount on Judicial Stamps,
ok General, to the Om“’""“’ms“’ m. aceordance with the Circular
Oalen“a, ke Atk July 1570 from the Comptroller General of
ﬁé’w""ummi; o et f°’r Aceounts, Calcutm quoted at length
ot T ) o IL*-*;M". in the margin.* As it is undesi-

omp

44 1 m,nﬂ,,um Spcwhrvtothe Goumof Inczha, rable that the rates of d.lmuqunt

2 ?2;‘3‘";{ &MM mg?mggmﬁ oller General, No. 1065,  should wvary in different districts,
Lo aa (fuxie

g df;"’f’l"w’““ﬂm No. 27‘“’dltcd I7th llay 187C, T'am the Dﬂeputy L«ommmmoners in ques-

the rules reganding the veed of Cowrt  tion have been directed to revert
ihcucd, diacount shoald continne 6o oe allowes At ohoe to the lower rate of 2 per
xaies sa hitherto® granted jon the sale of:  cenf prescribed by this office. The
R b (Sigaed) .G H.M. Barmes,  Deputy Commissioners: of Mandla

Rk ey Sw e !“d"" and Narsinghpir explain that the
‘high rate of discount allowed in their
district was due to misapprehension
of orders by their Tahsildars. They
understood th&t 2 per cent was to be allowed on purehases of Adhesive Stamps
 for Court Fees (including process fees) and that the old rate of 4 per cent was to
be coutmued on bl-COlQI' Court; Fees Stamps.#

hé fol

(the Treasury at

~ *Viz, 4 par cent.

- Stamps allowed to non-official .

f tha m'dets. On the otheér hand, lthe ratesin the districts of Jabal-

“
-



wever, for the entire absence ‘com- _
tihority in such districts as Narsingli-
Bhan )amoh and Bilasptr is not apparent.
large reduction of Rs. 23,409 in Court fee refunds is due to the
e law on the sabject made by the Court Fees’ Act,—chicfly to the
of the provision allowing refunl of half Stamp duty on plaint in
ed by mutual  agreement or e &_promike 80 as not to require a
issue. ~The total amount refunded wtiving 1870-71 (Rs. 8,413) includes,
des refunds under the Court Fees' Aet, oceasional refunds ordered in adjusted
during 1869-70, but only made in ;§70;7i. ‘Details, however, are not

»
y

' Miscellaneous charges have increased by Rs. 1,429, or from Rs. 706 in
el e i f o 2 1869-70 to Rs. 2,135 in 1870-71. Of this
total increase, Rs. 1,345 occurred in the Nag-
pér, Sagar, and Hoshangabad districts, as
detailed in the figures quoted in margin. No
explanation of the increase is given in the re-
ports of any ‘of these districts. The Sagar
report mexelX states that Rs. 424 were paid for
transit hire of Stamp boxes from Calcutta
T e T R "~ to Sagar, but the absence of any similar eatry
in the returns of 1869-70 is not alluded to. No doubt the charges have been
incurred chiefly on account of carriage of Stamps from the Fresidency to the
district depots and from district to tahsil depots.

3

. Disrmrcrs.
I s

The miscellancous charges (Rs. 378-9-6) incurred in the Jabalpir district
: e T detailed by the Deputy Commis-

ekt the Bihp baansss counted.. 19/ 90/ | sioneras in the margin.® The Offi-
gﬂi:fgm e R i X | ciating Judicial Commissioner be-
5‘“}.";‘“8 i ﬁn with (f'm £ iR 1 lieves t(]:;{at mm}tllur hchzarges have be;;n
For having & box prepared | 4« . 80 incurred in all the districts in the
Chmmwme mmpf.mdd“: 396 0 6 Provinees, and that the blank entries
e i T R returned against many districts unde:
i the heading Miscellancous Charges

can only be attributed to an omission

té raport exbg:isei of the kind incurred.
Baziﬂ{" the entry against Seoni and Es. 49-6-0 of that against Bilaspur
- were refunded to succegsful appellants againit Income Tax assessments.

. Asno details are available to show what portion of the miscellaneous

 charges is debitable to Court fees, the whole amount, with the exception of re-
fundsin Income Tax cases, has been charged against receipts from General Stamps,
Arrangements will be made to apportion these charges properly next year.

]

L+
i

—-—Nm' Recerprg (Columans 21 and 22 of Statement I)

Girosa receipts ' .. 0 9,96,772
Charges o0 AR Ad R 40,251
- Net receipts, 1870-71 ... Behoi - 9,56,631
| Net receipts, 1869-70 ... = = .. 824,591
. Npt increase, 1870-71 ,. = ‘...  1,31,930

- or 16 per cent.
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Tt may be noted th

1t me d | a.ﬁ the fines realizad ‘i& ’theé'ecases are not inclm‘lérd among
Stamp revenue receipts ; they are separate ! credited to Government like all
other criminal fines. :

|.

L nly districts in which no documer ' were impounded, nor persons pro-
. secuted mtﬁer the Stamp Act during the ye, were Mandla and Chhindwara,

33. The orders of the Government o: . _ndia regarding the exclusive use
- o of specially m‘firkbd._ bi-color Stamps, blue and
ailing No. dated 29th black for general- purposes, and red and black for
Mm&eﬁmmmtsm No- 2% Qourt fees, have Dow baen extended to all the dis-

to the General Stamp Act by Notifica- tricts io  which their operation was temporarily
L on G- T8, dated 2K Jmunary WT0. - guspended by ' Government Notifications N os.
- la1ad4, 'dated 27th August 1868,.and No. 2,904 dated 9th October 1868. The
| dates from which the above orders came into force in each of these districts are
. noted below for convenience of future reference.

vaemm of

R i N s o ’ :
Seons.—20th November 1868, under letter from the Secretary to the Chief
s o Commissioner, No. 32-326, dated 6th October 1868, notified
: ~ throughout the district. : ‘
IR L : 2 © 9
Réipur and Bilaspir.—1st April 1870, gnder Chief Commissioner’s Noti-
fication No. 125, dated 14th Msrch 1870. :
it ' it I R » l 4 ]
o Chlindwdrd, Betd, Hoshangdbdl, and 'Nimar.—1st October 1870, under
e Chief Commissioner’s Notiﬁcaiion No. 364, dated 17th August
1870. g

v Chanda and Bglaghdt.—15th October 1870, under Chief Commissioner’s
py Notification No. 418, dated 2:31d Septemoer 1870.

“N‘égpd‘r.—lst November 1870, under Chief Commissioner'’s Notification
: No. 440, dated 11th October 1870.

‘| Bhandard.—1st December 187¢, under Chief Commissioner’s Notification.
No. 475, dated 31st October 1870,

Wardha.—1st January 1871, under Clief Commissioner’s Notification No
516, dated 25th November 18/0.

*
Upper Godavdri—15th May 1871, under Chief+ Commissioner’s Notification
W Ny 172, dated 17th April 1871

34. It was noticed in the report for 1369-70 that considerable difficulty

. has been experienced by the districts dependent on the Bombay Stamp Office in
. obtaining sufficient supplies of Stamps for carrent use. This difficulty increased
' aslast year progressed. After some correspondence, the Government of India,
Sty oy the 31st October last, sanctioned all Stamps req uired in these Provinces being
. obtamed from Calcutta. At first the additional authority to indent on Caleutta
~was only granted to those Circle Treasuries which previously drew from Bombay.
The Cirele Treasury system had, however, been abolished shortly before this sauc-

tion was granted, and as the Superintendent of Stamps would only sanction

de 01 tﬁi distriets specially meutioned inthe Government order, great

as for a time experienced in those districts which were formerly sup-
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GOVERNMEN P INDIA.
- FINANCIAL DERPLRTMENT.
SEPARATE REV YE. |
Stamps

Fort Wirrniaym, fhe 11h Jonuar y 1572.

Read—
A letter from the Secvetary to Ohief CommisSioner, Central Provinees, No. 1929-170, dated
6th Septembier 1871, forwarding copy of @ report on the Stamp HRevenue of the Central
Provinees for the year 1870-71. 4

ResorvTion.—The report is a very careful and complete review of all mat-
ters. relating to the administration of the Stamp Revenue in the Central Pro-
vinees.

2.« Pare..5. In view of the very small amount of Foreign Bill Stamps
sold, the Governor General in Council desires that the special attention of the
loeal authorities be drawn to the matter. There must be a considerable issue of
Foreign Bills in the Central Provinees, and as it is only by occasional prosecu-
tions that the use of stamps in such transactions can be enforeed, means should
be adopted to trace a few cases of defaunit, so that, by instituting prosecutions,
systematic evasion of the law may be checked. :

3. Para.7. 'The rates of discount allowed to vendors necessarily vary
with the circumstances of each district; but where exceptionally high rates are
allowed, care should be taken that they are confined to the stamps sold for use
in the district. The abuse reported in the paragraph under notice shows that
in fixing rates of discount for any distriet, and even for any province, regard
should ' be had to the rates prevalent elsewhere; and the attention of other
Governments will be ealled to the abuses not unlikely to arise if different rates
of discount prevail in places between which communication is easy. .

4. The Governor General in Couneil will call for a statement from each
0 Government of the rates of discount actually in force within its territories.

e *b. Para, 17. The Governor General in Council approves of the proceed- :
T mgs reported in this paragraph. It is;for several reasons, advisable that the
e claims of Government in respect of eases brought in “ formd pauperis” should
£ be enforced by the Revenue Officers.
- 6. Para. 21. With regard to the remarks at the end of this paragraph,
His Excellency in Council observes that there is no objection to the burden of
stamp vend, so far as relates to General Stamps, being transferred from oflicial
to non-official yendors, who probably ean do the work at less expense to the
Government than the former. It is in every way advisable that stamps may be
made readily accessible to the publie, and as this object should be kept
in view, the conditions of sale should be such as to offer sufficient remuneration
to stamp vendors, without having the effect of reducing the duty (so far as the :
consumer is concerned) below the amount at which the Legislature has fixed !
- v,llt‘- ) In'thls view, the Governor General in Council is disposed to doubt the poliey,
W orted d i paragraph 31, of rigidly serutinizing and weeding the lists of stamp
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