Prdceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,

26¢h January 1872.

No. 335. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 16th

November 1871, No. 4,742 :—
Read the following letters :—

From J. D. ROBINSON, Esq., Collector of North Arcot, to the Acting Secretary
to the Board of Revenue, dated Chittoor, 24th October 1871, No. 516.

I BAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the Proceedings of the Board,
dated 4th ultimo, No. 3,798, regarding the private tank at Tirtham.

2.. In his explanation Y. Alagasingari Naidu has, I think, most successfully
refuted all aspersions on his character and motives in regard to this work.

3. The whole matter has, it will, I think, be now admitted, been raised into an
importance, which it never at any stage deserved, and has been made the occasion
of much harsh and vexatious interference.

Alagasingari Naidu has been put on his defence, and the Board have had
before them the evidence by which he substantiates his explanation on each several
point upon which his conduct has beén ecalled in question. Any observations
therefore on my part are superfluous.

4, Tirtham, which has thus become famous, is a village near the confines of
the Mysore territories. 'The population by last census was about 1,200, and the
beriz from all sources Rs. 1,198-11-7. = It has twelve tanks, of which three contain
from three to six months’ supply of water, and the others are mere ponds of small
capacity, Tirtham was difficult of access until an approach was opened to it from
the Byreddipalli main line in 1867-68. I have been frequently at Tirtham, and
have personally inspected, I believe, most of the tanks around it as well as those
that were serviceable, as those that were in a more or less ruinous eondition. But
I am unable to say which of the tanks under the latter category thus visited from
time to time is the work which has been made the theme of so much correspond-
ence during my absence.

5/ When passing the orders* alluded to in paragraph 5 of Alagasingari

e s ! Naidu’s letter, I based them merely on
See translations in Appendix marked A. o :

the papers then before me, and do not

recollect that the work regarding which I then gave instructions was identified in
my mind with any thing that had come under my particular personal observation.
On no occasion that I visited the place can I recall any proposition having been
made or objection taken by the inhabitants in respect to the restoration of any
ruined work in that neighbourhood. During one visit I certainly do recollect riding
out to a spot some two miles distant from the village to see the remains of an old
embankment. If this be the work, it is situated in a deep narrow glen and exhi-
bited then the remains of a dam which had been thrown across it and had been
carried away in years beyond the memory of any one in that part of the country.
I do not remember that 1 had any specific objectin visiting this spot, unless it was
that it might possibly be worth restoring as a high level reservoir, and because
it lay in the way of a cross country ride back to camp at Byreddipalli, I am not
even now aware whether this is the work which has formed so prominent a subject

of correspondence during my absence from the district.



—
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6. Ihave investigated so many projects of the kind that I may be excused
for having but a dim recollection of so insignificant a work as the one I now
allude to.

7. As Alagasingari Naidu observes in paragraph 9 of his letter, Mr, E. Gibson
was for several consecutive years constantly moving about the taluq, and in no
portion of it was he probably more frequently than in the Tirtham neighbourhood.
There is nothing, however, on record to show that representations of any one kind
were ever made to him on the subject of this work. It had not then assumed the
adventitious importance it acquired during the past year.

8. The water-supply of that taluq has been most precarious for a long series
of years, and it is not unnatural to suppose that restorations of long abandoned
works, which promised to mitigate this want, were often attempted or carried out
without reference to the authorities or opposition from the inhabitants.

9. The Tabsildar lent himself to hunt up a grievance, and by his inconsist-
entt testimony (alluded to in paragraph
9 of Alagasingari Naidu’s letter) raised
up a whole host of injurious suspicions
which have not been able to bear the light of fair and unprejudiced inquiry.

10. I was personally acquainted with the late Kunjé Goudu for the last ten
years. I saw a great deal of him when opening a road to, and otherwise improv-
ing the old cusbah of, the Palmanair Taluq, Cuddapanatham, close to which Kunjé
Goudu lived.

11. He was also much associated with famine arrangements there and at
Palmanair conducted under the personal direction of Mr, E. Gibson and myself.

12. During all that long acquaintance I never heard a whisper as to his
levying black-inail as asserted by Mr. Whiteside, and from very distinet recollec-
tion can assert that both in his own neighbourhood and throughout the taluq he
was looked up to as one of the representative men of his class, a popular landlord
and farmer, and the best judge of cattle in that part of the country,

13. My own personal estimate of Kunjé Goudu was that he was one of the best
specimens of the highland Yeoman I have met in the country. If my memory
does not deceive me I pointed him out as such to Lord Napier when at Palmanair,
and told His Lordship at the time that the more] remote family antecedents would
not perhaps bear closer examination than would do those of many a good Scotch
family on the border.

14, Mr. Whiteside’s hearsay statements are entitled to no more consideration
than they would receive in a Court of law, and rest on no evidence either oral or
documentary that I have been able to discover.

The Criminal records of the Sessions Court here between 1850 and 1859 (the
year of my appointment to the district) have been searched through, and in none
of the cases of dacoity or robbery committed for trial during that period does
Kunjé Goudu’s name appear.

As regards the steps taken to prevent the re-construction of the tank, I find
that the new work was swept away by a flood before it was finished, and though it
is highly improbable that an undertaking so fraught with disaster will ever again
tempt speculation, orders will be issued interdicting its restoration.

t Compare translation of Arzi in Appendix
marked B.
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P.S.—A reference was made to the Palmanair Tahsildar in regard to Kunjé
Goudu’s connection with the Satghur dacoity case alluded to in paragraph 9 of
Mr. Whiteside’s letter ; but as no answer has been received, I have determined not
to delay further the submission of this report on that account.

The Gudiathum Tahsildar in answer to a similar reference has reported that
there is nothing against Kunjé Goudu on his records, and Satghur is in that talug.

—

Excrosure No. 1,—Order to Tahsildar of Palmanair Talug.

Excrosvre No. 2.—Arzi from Tahsildar to Collector.

From the same officer, dated Paradarami, 28th October 1871 , No. 520.

ADVERTING to the Post Seriptum of my letter to the Board of Revenue under
date the 24th instant, No. 516, I have the honour to submit, for their information,
translation of an Arzi since received from the Tahsildar of Palmanair Taluq
regarding the allegation that Kunjé Goudu was implicated in the dacoity which
took place in the Satghur neighbourhood.

2. The Board will thus see that, so far as the records of the district show, there
1s nothing to justify the term dacoit and ex-dacoit applied to him in Mr. White-
side’s letters.

« Excrosure No. 1.—Arzi.

Tarse letters will be submitted to Government with reference to their Order
No. 1,119, dated 28th June 1871, together with a copy of the Board’s Proceed-
ings No. 3,798, dated 4th September 1871,

2. The Board are inclined to agree with Mr. Robinson in Lis estimate of the
case referred to under the explanations now offered.

No. 336. OzpER THEREON, 26th January 1871, No. 168.

M tiniiis ’ Tue Government concur with the

Board in accepting the Deputy-Col-
lector Alagasingari Naidu’s explanation
as satisfactory.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) W. HUDLESTON,

Seeretary to Government.

To the Board of Revenue.

Exd. F. R. Bantleman.
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Private tank at Tirtham—in Palmansir Talag, \\ 4 CI .
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North Arcot Distriot,—Letters from Collector
reporting what occurred with reference to, when
Deputy Collector Alsgasingary Naidoo of Tan-
jore District was Tahsildar of Palmanair and
accepted durkhast fur certain Jaud in bed of tank,
stating that order will be issued interdicting
restoration of tark, and forwarding information
regardiog late Kut j+ Gouda with whom Alaga-
singsry Naidu is said to have been intimate,
submiwed to Government.
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