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Proceedings of the ‘[ tdras Government, Revenue Department,
26th January 1872.

No. 336.A. Read the following extract from the Proceedings of the Government of India in
the Depa.rtme\nr of Agriculture, Revenue, £nd Commerce, dated Fort William, 18th Janu-
ary 1872, No. 1-14 :—

(STATISTICS

\
/7

Read the under-mentioned correspondence regardisg the proposed publication of official price-

currents on a uni ffrm gystem ‘v

Circular to Local Governments and Administrations and Bengal Chamber of Commerce, Nos. 28 1-90,
dated the 17th lanuary 1871

Letter from Government of Bombay, No.308, dated 28th January 1871.
Chief Commissioner, British Burmah, No. 62 -2, dated 28th January 1871,

19 E]

* i of the Central Provinces, No. 230-—19, dated 7th
February 1871.

Government of Punjab, No. 88, dated 20th February 1871.

Chief Commissioner of Oudh No. 896, dated 20th February 1871.

’,', Secretary, Bengal Chamber ¢f Commerce, dated 25th February 1871.
' Resident at Hyderabad, No. 94, dated 7th March 1871.
-3 Government of Bengal, ,, &84, |  9th b s
X Chief Commissioner of Mysire, No. 6,145—34-G, dated 6th March 1871.
N 5 ok »» 68, dated 15th July 1871.
g ot 4 o 2, 1705 dated lst August 1871.
9 Government of Madras, No. 1,081, dated 17tk June 1871,
4% L 53 . A ;- 18%h July
# o ) .y 1832, : 4th Auf‘r‘ Ty
Endorsement from Finaneial Department, No. 3,501, dated 13th September 1871.
RESOLUTION
In considering the advantages of a uniform method of publishing the market-prices of grains,
the form of price-current adopted in the Nurii- Western Proy 5" Gazette recommended itself
to the Governor-General in Council as tho s colnplete and counvenien, vazt had been devised,

and it was accordingly circulated to Local (wV SIRINENGS .md Administrations for their opinion on
its fitness for universal adoption and any suggestions for its improvement which might present
themselves. This form showed the prices of the grains marginally noted by the number of seers

of 80 tolahs purchasable for a Rupee ; and for

(1.) Wheat. (5.) Jowar. shire e S e ALY 5 v
(2.) Barley.  (6.) Rice (conimon). l‘\.llp«)ww of comparison, it showed, side by side
(3.) Rice. (7.) Gram. With the current prices, those of the preceding
(4.) Bajra.

Week and of the corresponding week of the
b revious ¥ e«l.\ 3

2. The specimen form has been generally approved ; but a few useful amendments have

been proposed, and arevised form is now circulated fior information and guidance.
3. The changes made are briefly the following:—

(a.)—On the suggestion of the Financial Comthissionerof the Punjab, the general heading
has been altered to—‘* prices-current of food-grains ;" the groups of columns belonging to the two
kinds of rice have been brought into juxta-position, :\nd their head ings slightly modified. In pro-
vinces where the entry of one sort of rice is considi:red sufficient, the columns for thedbest sort
should be left blank.
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: (b.)—To meet the circumstances of the $outh of India, columns have been added for ragi,
cholum, cumboo, and veragoo, and a group of columns for salt has been inserted, and will be
obligatory for all provinces. The Board of Revenue, Madras, would also have columns for two sorts
of ** paddy.” The Governor-General in Couneil will not, however, preseriberthis addition, but it
will be open to any Government to add such eatries should it see fit. The proposal to include the
prices-current of cotton and indigo does not commend itself to the Government of India. The
returns under this head are doubtless valuable but they should be published separately. As sug-
- gested by the Government of Bengal, a columy for *‘ remarks " has been added.

(c.)—The standard seer, as defined in Act XXXI of 1871, has been substituted for the seer
of 80 tolahs as the weight to which prices are referred. The Madras Government has urged the
retention of the measure standard. But the pain object of change being to obtain uniformicy,
the Governor-General in Council considers the proposal inadmissible, and believes that there will -
be no real difficulty in exhibiting price according to the weight standard now prescribed. A care-
ful formula of reduction should be prepared fo each district, and for each species of food entered
in the table. This being once done, the lubour involyved in the actual working out of the reduc-
tions is infinitesimal. r :

4. A few gencral instructions need to be added—

(1.)—The form, as its heading implies, should, if possible, be weekly. The Governor General
in Council trusts that the obstacles to this course in the Madras Presidency aud Mysore
may not be found insuperable.

(2.)—The fractions of the seer should be shown decimally, but only to one place of decimals.

(3.)—The statement should not be encumbered with arrear statistics. If the return for any
district is received teo late for imsertion, it should be omitted altogether. But the
‘Governor-General in Council hopes that guch omissions will be rare. ‘

(4.)—The statement for each province should be published in the local Gazette. But sepa-
rate copies should be forwarded to the Government of India as soon as prepared.

(5.)—Tt will be open to each Local Government or Administration to insert additional triple
groups of columns for other kinds of food which may appear to require special notice,
or to omit the groups of columns pertaining to kinds of food which do not enter into
the dietary of the people of the province.

5. In prescribing the accompanying form, the Governor-General in Council expresses a
hope that every effort will be made both by local Governments and Administrations and by
distriet officers and others charged. with the preparation of the original tables, to make them
a really valuable and accurate record of the current prices of food. To this end it is necessary,
first, that the statistics in their original form _shoqld be exact ; and, secondly, that they should
be correctly reduced. Special attention should be directed to both points.

Ororr.—Ordered that a copy of the abov}e Resolution, together with the prescribed form, be
| forwarded to the Local Governments and Admin-

Wadras Do) - | jstrations noted in the wargin, for information

3 Bombay: Central Provinces, |
g.f?gxi’minm I gl;f:;l; ﬂ;%t’;;g‘ 4 i‘ and guidance, and thata copy also be published
Punjub. "| Hyderabad. } in the Supplement to the Gazette of India.
(Tx"nL Extract )
! (signed)  J. GEOGHEGAN, )
} Offg. Secy. to the G %, of India.
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QUANTITIES PER RUPEE BY THE STANDARD SEER AS DEFINED IN ACT XXXI,, 1871.‘
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No. 336-B. ORDER THEREO "26th :January 1872, No. .68-A.

, CommuniCATED to the Board of
l - Revenue for information and guidance.
4 2. The Board will take care that
in the printed forms the lines separa ;. the different kinds of grain are much

more marked than those of the sub-d: . . as under each description.

Miscellaneous.

VIS0
(Tri, gytract.)
(signed) W. HUDLESTON, _
Secretary to Government.

; To the Board of Revenue.

Exd. F. R. Bantloman,
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MADRAS RECORD OFFICE.

Government Records.

¢ /é..uufezww Department.

/ Despatch from England)
( Dated . =~ 18
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