


4 ReveNUE DEPARTMENT,
§ Forr Srt. GEORGE,
29th November 1872.
No. 1,6 9.
No. 218. 3
To

T SECRETARY 10 im GOV GQMENT or INDIA,
R E FinaNCIAL DEPARTMENT.

Separate Revenue, No. 18. Sir,—I am now directed to reply
— — e your letter No. 2,737 of 10th August
Abkart. 1y, inquiring what grounds exist for the

inion recently expressed by this
Government, that the use of drugs prepare from Hemp and Opium is so little
known in this Presidency as o render inexppedient the imposition of a duty or
license on retail yendors. Such a conclugion, it is added, shows a striking
contrast in the habits of the people of Maliras to those of the people in other
parts of India.
9. The old Abkéri Regulations of thi Presidency took notice of intoxicat-
ing drugs as well as of spirituous and fe  ated liquors; but the sale was so
small that for many years these items were  mitted from the leases, and when the
Abkdri law was revised about eight years agw (Madras Act IIL of 1864) the same
consideration Jed to their omission from the new enactment.
3. The subject has been frequently discussed during the last eighteen or
twenty years.
(a.) Inthe year 1854 the GrovernmentGr of Indiarequested the opinion of
this Government as to the expedienc
No. 543, Home Department, 12th May 1854 suppressing B oo pof Pogp;f"

and of levying an Excise-revenue on Opium al'ld -other intoxicating drugs as in
Bengal, Returns were called for from every district, and the opinion of the Board
of Revenue and the Collectors was carefully considered. It appeared clear that
the cultivation both of Opium and Hemp was extremely limited, and that in regard
to the levy of an Excise-duty, the proceeds would be small, the realization of the
tax difficult and expensive, and affording

To Government gf I&dia’lg'oé 584, Revenué onynortunities of oppression and fraud.
Department, 15th May T2 It was known that considerable quanti-

sted from the torritories of Mysore and Hyderabad, but

ties of Opium were impo . s
not to such an oxtent as to make it, in the opinion of the Madras Government,

worthwhile to maintain an ostablishment to put it down.
(b.) ¥iveyears afterwards the Goverument of India requested the attention
of this Government to a Circular issued

Tome Department; No. 519, 18th March 1859, igh a view fo the increase R
¢ and drugs. The subject was again attentively considered,
and with the same result. ¢ The pro-
T°§°§‘§;‘§ﬁ‘t‘tI%fthlf)‘g;‘e’;mﬁﬁ'fs‘gg}?’ Revent® g, ction and use of Ganjah and other
; : intoxicating substances are,” it was

and the revenue to be derived from

Tixcise-duty on spirit

reported, ¢ very limited in this Presidency 5

their special taxation would be t00 insignificant to be worth attention.”
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