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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
26th November 1872.

9. I need hardly say that by far the greatest loser by the flood is the Government. The
injury to the tanks and canal, especially to the Kistna portion of the canal, puts all the other
losses in the shade. I have received a letter from the Zemindarnis of Sanivarapeta, stating
that the crops, especially the dry crops of their estate, have suffered greatly, and urging claims to
a remission of peisheush. These claims they support by alleging that the flood was to a great
extent caused by the fact of the canal preventing the river from flowing freely along its course to
Coléru. A similar letter from the Zemindarnis of Tangellamudi states that their estate has also
suffered greatly. Dut 1 am inclined to think that, except in the dry crops, there will be no gnﬁ
loss. The wet crops, so far as I have been able to observe personally, and from what 1 have
heard, are none the worse for their temporary submersion, and the tanks can all be mended before
their services are required again. But I must except the crops which have been inundated by
the swelling of Coléra, and those silted over by the sand brought down by the river. These are
really destroyed. The level of Coléru was raised 3% feet, and it swamped a margin of from 2 to
4 miles wide around its normal bed. With regard to the plea that the flood was partially due to
the canal embankment, it must be remarked that its influence in throwing back the water would
only extend to a very short distance along the north side of the canal, and that this is probably
more than compensated on the south side where the water was made to run in streams instead of

spreading itself out.
10. ‘In the town of Ellore the worst damage was to cattle and sheep.* Happily there was
The large majority of the houses that were inundated were gpeedily
re-oceupied by their owners. As to the rest, those whose houses were destroyed, the Sanivara-
peta family. has generously given up a large brahmin chuttrum to the use of the Mussalmans from
the pensioners’ lines, a number of pariahs have been allowed to settle in the varandahs of the
offices on the parade ground, and others have erected palmyra leaf sheds on or near the sites of
their old huts. T am very unwilling that these last-named should be allowed to build again in
t at which the northern or Chintalapidi road joins the grand

the same place. It is the poin
trunk road, and oug}nt to be kept at least respectable. The pensioners have not applied for any
and Major Marshall told me, in conversation, that he did not think they required any ;

assistance,
but I think they might at least be allowed to take palmyra leaves from Government waste, free of
building. The pariahs, I think, want no help. They have most of

expense, to help them in re
their materials, and to rebuild will only cost them two or three days' labour, which they will
t to them.

bestow whenever it is conyenien
11. Inconclusion, I have the honour to state that I entirely coincidle in the opinion expressed

in the enclosed letter from Lieutenant J. F. Dorward. I am of course unable to estimate the cost and
profits of the works therein proposed, but whenever the calculation 111 made the prevention of a
he recent calamity will be perhaps the most important item to be considered. One
known as the Jénampéta project, has been for some time in contemplation, but
although approved by local officers both of our own and the Pablic Works Department, it is
atrongly opposed by the Zemindari family, on the ground that it would deprive them of the control
of the water. “The objection is purely one of sentiment, bat I hope it will be overcome by
the consideration of the present losses and future benefits both to themselves and their neighbours.

no loss of human life.

repetition of t
part of the scheme,

ant J. F. DORWARD, R.E.. in charge of No. 4 Range, Godavery District, to the

From Lieuten
f Godavery District, dated Ellore, 15th October 1572, No. 311,

Head Assistant Collector ¢
on which has lately been oceasioned by the unusually high
freshes in the Tammileru. The only way, to control these floods effectually would be by the
construction of storage reservoirs at different points of the river's course, and I have the honour
to inquire whether the Zemindars, whose estates are liable to injury, «nd the inbabitants of
Ellore who have lately suffered so much, would be willing to contribute tcwards the cost of these
works. The water stored up would, of course, be available for the irrigation of a country now
poorly cultivated, and the proposed reseryoirs would be in every way b}';.[tﬁ(:i:xl to the district.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
26th November 1872,

G. 0., 4th November 1872, No. 1,523,
AL T

A

fully as to the damage sustained br 2
L e . town of Ellore from the late f.io,odl- st
2. Tt appears that the first flood, on the 16th September, caused no immedia :
harm, ly breached the south bund of the canal,
ff the overflow from the river. ; A
the numerous tanks in the basin of the river “gcr
eir banks immediately the rains of the 5th Octo :
tents to the actual down-pour and to the volumeber

the water was 2 feet higher than in the Septem 00
floods ; the whole Native town north of the canal was inundated, About .I’Jtho
Ouses were entered by the water, of which about 500 (not 1,000 as stated in 2
Police Teports) collapsed in ruip. That there was no loss of life and that lf
Tlumerous cas for rebuilding exist is attributable to the nb_ser}c? (i)t
ems not to have been much violent motion in it ’t r
entered the houses,” The Tead Assistant Collec (?c
mony is borne to the praiseworthy and ?nergiat
Inspector of Police, who took the lead in fjomg e the
exerted himself in procuring accommodation fo.r 0
iate relief it is gratifying to learn that the Mumclpe
voted a grant of Rs. 250. The Tahsildar wis o len;u;
his conduct is impugned by the Head Assistant, i
bimself that he is not deserving of any blame.

- .n
Mr. Prendergast to the workmen engaged in cutting
shursed to that officer.

el ods
4. Lieutenant Dorward’s scheme for mitigating the effects of similar flo

. en
n future will be considered by Government in the proper department, wh
submitted through the usual channels,

5. Itis observed, in conclusion,

.ieutenant Dorward, R.E., prompt
Within twenty.four hours carried o
3. Meanwhile, however,
filled to the brim, and burst ¢},
Supervened, ¢ adding their cop
the river,» (), that occasion

es the materials
drush of water: « There se
quietly spread itself out and
Was absent, and fresh testi
conduct of My, Prendergast,

destitute, for whose immed
Commissioners of the town
but present at the time :

the Collector has satisfied
sum (Rs. 25) disbursed by
the canal-hank should be di

. t
that by an order in the Public Depﬂat'.“ledr; ft
20th instant, No, 1,280, special reports have been called for on the alleged 11

‘ : the
ference and apathy of the Tahsildar and_Sheristadar on the occasion, and as t:veek
absence of any Engineer Officer both at the time and for ¢ more than a
after.”

(True Extract.)

(Signed)  D. F. CARMICHAEL,

Seeretary to Government.
To the Collector of the Godavery District.
»» the Board of Revenue.
»» the Accountant-General.
»» the Public Works Department.
»» the Public Depa rtnifnt.
{

Exd F.R.Bantlemen.

No. 203, Orber thEREON, 26k November 1872, No. 1,021.
lasf’ 1
. s letter of the 17th October :
M 1 3 g
L lscel' a? - | No. 41, not being in suflicient detm:;
the Collector was desired to report mo
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