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Excrosvrg No. 4

Revenue Departm eotor of Coimbators, to the Secrotary to Government,
Xine partment, (through the Secretary to Rovenue Board,) dated 26th June 1872,

Major Boddome's latter of the 8th March 1872, No. 1,038,
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
21st November 1872,

5. The Tunacadavoo new ghaut is not marked on the map, but is on the west of Columba-~
mallay ; the hill ridges fence in the teak forest completely on the east, and the red enclosed space
might be declared the réserved teak forest ; above ghaut on the north, the water-shed of hills on
the east, Malabar and Cochin on the west, and Travancore on the south, would be the
boundaries. ;

6. I am not able to concur in Major Beddome’s views, @3 regards interference with tracts
of jungle held on lease in blocks of 40 to 400 acres, as he writes in Oodamullapettah Taluq ** from
Coorchicotta to Annamallay'” by ryots. He proposes to restrict felling. It may have been a
mistake making over so much accessible forest to intending cultivators ; it was done long ago by
the then Collector, for reasons that then seemed good, but I think these ryots have as good a
right to work their land below as the coffee planters above their sholas. In fact, shola cutting
above ghaut is more likely to affect the water-supply than forest clearing below.

7. As regards the proposed arrangement that a ghaut-line be demarcated, and up to the
line communal felling, but not grazing, be permitted ; as the reserved forest is inaccessible,
except by the ghaut-road, no further demarcation seems called for ; there is no jungle to cut
below, very little on the Tunacadavoo ghaut, and that is wanted to keep the soil together, and to
ghade the road ; the northern faces of the hill-sides near and to the east are precipitous rocks.
1 would not interfere with the custom of the ryots elsewhere, but let them seek their grazing and

wood where it is accessible to them.

Excrosure No. 2.—Map.

Tae Collector’s observations on Major Beddome’s proposals for conserving
the Annamallay Teak forests will be transmitted to Government.

9. From what Mr. Wedderburn states it is clear that the tracts can be con.
veniently conserved and that the people of the plains have no communal rights in
them. The Board presume that there are no hill-tribes whose interests require

attention. Under these circumstances the strictest conservancy is feasible and’

expedient.
3. Major Beddome thinks that restrictions should be placed ¢ on cutting

free of cost in putta lands” at the foot of the slopes. This is obviously impos-
gible. If putta lands or the trees upon them are wanted they must be purchased.
He also wishes to stop grazing between the limits of the reserves and those of the
Puttadars at the foot of the slopes. So far as grazing rights now extend this
could not be done without paying compensation, but Mr. Wedderburn remarks
that “ the reserved forest is inaccessible except by the ghaut-road,” and if so, this

is a subject of no importance.

No. 160. OrpEr THEREON, 21st November 1872, No. 1,601.

Tue Governor in Council approves
the maintenance of the forest-reserve
as regards which the Collector is of the
game opinion as Major Beddome, and concurs with the Collector and Board of
Revenue in thinking that the existing leases in the low country jungle-tracts shonld
not be interfered with, The Government do not doubt that the Collector, who is

Forests, No. 8.
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Acting Seerelary to Government,
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