Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
25th January 1872,

No. 297. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated
23rd August 1871, No. 3,650 :—

Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government, dated 27th July 1871,
No. 1,311, Revenue Department.

ABstraCT.— Cotton Looms at work in the districts.—Revenue Board’s Proceedings
respecting—, ordered to be forwarded to the Secretary of State, Chamber of
Commerce, and others ; and Board to report whether the proportion of land under
cotton to the whole occupied area has varied of late years,

I~ paragraph 2 of the above order Government inquire whether the proportion
of land under cotton to the whole occupied area has varied of late years.

2. The Board presume that the phrase “ the whole oceupied area” refers to
dry land on which alone cotton is grown, and that the comparison which Govern-

il

ment wish to make is between ‘‘ acreage” under cotton and total “ acreage”
under dry cultivation generally. The area occupied is scarcely to the point.

3. Under this impression they have caused to be prepared a statement
showing (marked A.) the proportion between the gross dry cultivation and the
extent under cotton; that between occupied area and the latter is also exhibited
in-case the Board should have misunderstood the meaning of Government.

4, In this statement there is an obvious error; the * cotton” acreage
embraces Government, Inam, and Zemindari lands ; the total ““occupied” and
¢ cultivated” area consist of Government lands only, the Board having no meuns
of knowing either the occupied or cultivated dry area of Inam and Zemindar;
lands.

5. Another Statement (B.) has been prepared in which the proportion of
cotton to general cultivation in Government land alone is exhibited for the last
five years.

6. This statement, which is the more correct of the two, shows that d uring
the last five years the proportion of cotton to general dry crop cultivation has
remained almost stationary in all the principal cotton districts,

7. Adverting to the remark in the latter part of paragraph 2 of Government
Order to the effect that, while the area under cotton had varied considerably, the
proportion to the whole occupation had remained nearly constant at !

about 8 per
cent, of the whole, the Board think it right to state that they have

not been able
to verify this result.

No. 298. ORDER THEREON, 25th January 1872, No. 151,

o THE intention of the Government
Miscellaneous. . : 5 FL :
Inquiry was to ascertaln whether the

efforts of the agricultural class are now
being directed to cotton-cultivation in a greater or less degree to any marked
extent than formerly.
2. The following statements, which have been prepared in the Government
Office, are exclusive altogether of Zemindaris, regarding which the information
available is imperfect and calculated to mislead.
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