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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
30tk October 1872,

No. 285. Read the following Proceedings of the Board,of Revenue, dated 22nd
July 1872, No. 1,387 :—

Read the following letter from W. S. FOSTER, Esq., Acting Collector of the
Godavery District, to the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated
Cocanada, 28th June 1872, No. 196:—

A questioN has been put to me whether local cess should be charged on the
water assessment payable on the second crop cultivation in this district, as
Section 38, Clause I. of the Local Fund Act says, “ Together with any water-rate
which may be payable for its irrigation.” I am clearly of opinion that the
question should be answered in the affirmative. Section 3, Madras Act III, of
1866, imposing road cess is similarly worded, but as no road cess was ever charged
on the water-rate payable on the second crop cultivation in this district, and as
the matter is thus of great importance, I have the honour to solicit an authorita-
tive ruling on the subject.

2. I would, however, point out that, as the ry in several Zemindari
villages pay water-tax direct to Government, Clause 111. Section 38 of the Madras
Act IV. of 1871 does not provide for the levy of local cess on the water-tax
so paid, for it says that the annual rent value of the lands held by the tenants
shall be taken to mean the annual rent payable to the landholder by his tenants,
the water-tax is paid by the ryot direct to Government. This involves the
anomaly of a Zemindari ryot getting rid of the cess on water-tax paid whether
on the first or second crop, and the ryot in a Government village being obliged to
pay for both, so that the latter might be induced fo quit his own for a Zemindari
village. This will not occur when the Zemindar has compounded for the water-
tax ; for then the water-tax will be part of the rent the rygt pays to the Zemindar,

»

go the local cess will have to be paid on it.

Tue Board agree with the Collector that land cess is to be levied on the

5 . K
water-rate charged for second crop cultivatiol.

9. The question as to whether land cess can be charged upon water-rates
paid by the tenants of Zemindars will be submitted for the orders of Government.
The Board do not understand why water-rate was not mentioned in Clause I1I. of

® -
Section 38 as well as in Clauses 1 and 1L

No. 286. Orper THEREON, 30th October 1872, No. 1,507.

: THE omission of water-rate paid to
Miscellaneous. t 3 & s e 7
Government from Clause 3, Section 38

"‘
Act IV. of 1871 (Madras), was
inadvertent, and the item must, for the present, be excluded from the calculation

of the rent-value of lands in Zemindaris where the charge has not been.compounded
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