Proceedings of the Madras Gov-rnment, Revenue Department,
28th October 1872.

No. 260, Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 30th
August 1872, No. 1,736 :—

Read the following letters :(—

From A. MACGREGOR, Esq., Collector of Malabar, to the Secretary to the Boar?
of Revenue, dated Palghaut, 14th June 1872, No. 144 :—

I nave the honour to make the following report regarding certain transae-
tions in the Ponani Salt Gollah. Katchipuratha Kunhi Ramen Nambiar, a Nair,
54 years old, who had some time filled the post of Sub-Magistrate of Tellicherrv,
was removed, because he was unable to pass the prescribed examination, and W;s
appointed by me Superintendent of the Ponani Salt Gollah in April 1871.

2. The yearly supply of salt from Bombay had been almost all stored, and
he had at first only to superintend the wholesale and retail sales.

3. In April, the contents of two large rooms were sold wholesale to two
Brahmins named Vishwan Putter and Pitchu Putter, the latter an agent of one
Nanjee Makhanjee, a leading merchant on this coast.

More than three months afterwards, in the beginning of August, when the time
arrived for the whole of the salt from these rooms to be cleared, the above men-
tioned Brahmins complained, one that he had paid the Superintendent 500 Rupees,
the otner that he had paid Rupees 180, for which the Superintendent had not
given them credit.

some time before this dispute, an order had been passed that the wholesale
purchasers should make all their payments direct into the Taluq Treasury, but the
payment had been made, it was alleged, before this order came into force.

The Treasury receipts and the Accounts of the Brahmins and the Superin-
tendent were earefully gone into by Mr, Hannyngton, who was then in charge of
the District, but the accusation could neither be proved nor disproved.

4, This however was a reason for keeping a careful eye on the Superintendent,
and was the origin of an enmity between the Brahmins and the Superintendent,
the result of which will be seen further on.

5. When the season for bringing fresh supplies of salt from Bombay
arrived, many complaints were received concerning the vexatious delay occasioned
by the Superintendent, but no additional grounds appeared for suspecting him
of dishonesty until the end of December last.

The Superintendent then wished to open Room No. 1 for retail sale, and
this room was also applied for eagerly by the Brahmins, who hinted that it had
been over-stored.

6. On January 5th, an order was sent to the Superintendent, directing him

to open Room No. 11, for retail sale; but on January 8th, a report dateds

January 4th was received from the Superintendent, to say that as No. 1 had been

wiven to the Brahmins, he had opened Room 13A for retail sale.

o 1 . - > 1 e -
This unauthorized opening of the room aroused great suspicion,
~»

7. On January 18th, the Assistant Collector visited Ponani, and the
Brahmins told him secretly that Room 13A had been greatly overstored, and that

the Superintendent had on the previous day taken out 300 Maunds which had
not been credited in the Accounts,

——
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o coolies employed in the gollah. P. Komu Menon is the Sub-

Pangu and Paren ar
Registrar at Ponani, a friend of the deceased.
to the money will be intelligible after a perusal of the account

The references
given above of the accusation made against the Superintendent by the Brahmins,
No five hundred rupee mote was to be found. A servant of the deceased and a "

Police Constable who lived with him were the first persons who entered the room
ch the deceased’s lifeless body hung. \

13. Since that event, 1 have been having the salt carefully weighed under
Deputy-Collector. Room No. 8, which the Superintendent

was first weighed, and a trifling deficiency of 11 Maunds,

sufficiently accounted for by wastage, was discovered. Room 24 was next

weighed, and a deficiency of 423 Maunds, rather less than 2 per cent. was found.
Room 13A, the sealing of which had produced such an effect upon the Super-

intendent, was then weighed, and when on May 7th the weighment was con,

pleted, there was found to be in it an excess of 531 Maunds.
doubtless the knowledge that this large excess would be disco-
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away, rather than put Government to the useless expense of weighing and re-stor-
ing it. As the rooms are gradually weighed out and sold, the results will be
caréfiﬂly watched and any extraordinary excess or defi ciency reported.

15. It would appear that in the present case, the Superintendent was exas-

d at what he probably considered the injustice of his removal from his
r not passing, though ample extension had been allowed him of

d that he detérmined to revenge himself by a fraud on the Reve-
ose over-stored 600 Maunds of salt, which after suspicion
ble to get rid of or conceal.

in whi

the supervision of the
had refused to open,

perate
appointment fo
time to pass, an
pue, and for that purp
had been aroused, he was una

From the same Officer, dated Calicut, 15th August 1872, No. 194.
98th June 1872, No. 4,568,

Wirn reference to the Board’s Proceedings, dated
g )
erein referred to;

hat since the date of my letter th
out at Ponani, and no notable deficiency or
excess has been discovered. I take this opportunity of pointing ~nut with reference

1 not a deficiency was reported.

to paragraph 13, that an excess anc
9 The total contents of the eleven rooms, according to the Accounts, was

87,743 Indian Maunds.

I have the honour to report, t
eleven rooms of salt have been sold



AP

Proceedings
88 of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,

‘\N 28th October 1872,

In six of th
found.

€ rooms : :

a slight excess amounting altogether to 44 Maunds was
"In-the remain:
mainin

Maunds, g

. There.are still 22 rooms stored b
50 ,;ontaming 70,115 Maunds,
It was of course imn 1

five :
, there was a slight deficiency, amounting to 1643

y the late Superintendent remaining to be

weighing the salt,

. ©xcess of 1 per o :
Under this grran?::;;l::g tak}ng -CI‘Edit for any excess that might be discovered.
stored by the lat: S ’ which it appears necessary to continue until all the salt
uperintendent is sold, the Joss which Government has to bear

in t i
1 the 11 rooms is 6 Maunds in the entire 37,743

were taken at their word.

% Th .
W i fojytl}::ve ap:)hed for re-payment of the sum thus expended, Rupees 30,
. % aunds, whi .
0 a gain to Goovernment of Rupees 1:009 ich sold at the wholesale price, resulted

6. As stated in m
s y letter of J ’ %
believe that both the informers suﬂ'e:::g :“h’ 1872, No. 144, there is reason to
apart from that I think & reward shouldrol:n th_e Superintendent’s dishonesty, and
it T i 15 R e 3 e.dglven t!len.l. I beg to recommend
be given a reward of Rupees 200, Y paud for weighing the salt
7. It does not appear any f . :
: y furthe :
BN R il lightr v:ilzﬁcizl rilptt)rt ;s necessary, unless some
gard to the remainix 1 "
AR 1g balance
SusMITTED for the information of Government
2. In the first letter the Collector reported that : :
some of the rooms in the salt stores at Ponani h d » owing to complaints that
denly directed the Deputy-Collector to gea] u 1{:h e over-stored, he bmd sud-
contents by weighing ; that the Superintendgnt ]e Suspected rooms and test thefr
. g 1eari :
excess storage in one room in the Accounts birt ilal(llg bZZ nthxs l;:;d entered the
Accountsof the other. He was subsequently, on the dth of M unable to alter the
another room for sale under supervision; he declined ¢ e, _Ordered to open
the day following committed suicide by han o himselfo obey this order and on
On the suspected room being examined, a N .
i y 4N excess of
3. The Collector was directed to report furthgr fj'tle:n B
rooms stored by the deceased Superintendent had been tested :331 eium}?.r @-of the
letter 15th August he states that eleven more rooms have sinee been = eigheils V:?t(lmm:
S ; 3 ; i
any beyond a trifling excess being found. He is satisfied that the over-storage l'no':s

confined to a few rooms.

-

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
28th October 1872,

4, Tn paragraph 6 he applies for the refund of 30 Rupees expended by the
informers themselves in weighing out the salt and for a reward of Riipees 200
each to two men who gave the information which led to the detection of the fraud
and to a saving of Rupees 1,009 to Government: the Board sanction the pay-
ment of these sums and in submitting the letters for the information of Govern-

ment point out that this case affords further evidence that the appointment of a

Deputy-Collector to superintend the Salt and Customs Departments in Malabar is

necessary.

No. 261. . ORDER 'I;HEREON, 28th October 1872, No. 1,494.

| ~ Separate Revenue, No. 19.
| Salt.

ORDERED to be recorded.

(True Extract.)
(Signed) ~ W. HUDLESTON,
: Secretary to Government.

To the Board of Revenue.

Fxd. F. R, Bantloman.
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Salt.—Report of Collector of Malabar on excess

galt stored in one of rooms of Salt Gollah ab

Ponani by late Superintendent, submitted %o
Government, with remarks ; and necessity Ior
appointing a Deputy-Collector t0 superintend Salt
and Customs Department in this district, again

t to notice. Refund of Rupees 30, paid
for weighing the salt by the two parties who gave
information of over-storage, and payment O
reward of Rupees 200 to each of them, sanc-

tioned.,\, J




	Image00016
	Image00017
	Image00018
	Image00019
	Image00020

