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pending before the High Court of Bor
may prove a cloud no bigger than a nan’s ¢ AT TR e A 7 i

tiand, yet fall of fuburo confasion wnd trouble S " gL . s it respeck £o
in respect to the hitherto wise and faith-keep- ' i A :

ing policy of the Madras Government, in e s G AR
3 - R ST S Ja

administration of those diffienlt Di
© Canara and Malabar. : gt

Tt will be within the recollection o‘{’
(jovernment, that a mere unfounded rumout
~ {hat the transfer of South Canara to Bom-
~ bay was in contemplation produced t
" utmost anxiety in that district abo
| year ago, and a widely signed Pebition
precating such a measure was forward
(tovernment, aud, I believe, to His
the Secretary of State. Indeed, I can
esivo nothing which so certainly is
the work of alienation and distrust
* ulterior intentions amongst the West L0 T e :
populations, as this action of the Bombay i o i st § ’ et
~ (lovernment, and I carnestly hope that | = ' 34 ; "
Madras Government may see their way
enquire about it, and may be allowed to
sider the effect of persisting therein )
. own populations before it is pushed t"m "
mities. :
I trast that I may be acquitted of
~ pragmatical interference in @ matter of this
~ kind, more especially at a time when proceed”

ing on leave. But Tam deeply interes
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tlie history and well being of the provin |
Canara, with which I became connected ! i . : il by "
~ well nigh 80 years ago. 1 have been B T » omas ‘ L
ated with nbleCollectau,--mch asH. M ] _ 55 b i g 3
Findlay Anc the Messrs. d tha i




has been done to the native landed proprleto-
ry of Canara by that nibbling atand attempﬁ
to explain away proprietory right over aIl
land (not distinctly acquired by Government
by escheat, forfeiture, or otherwise,) which
has long chavacterised our rule in M .
It has long been given up in Malabar, and in

every respect the ancient condition of t ‘Wo‘
districts was precisely the same in TSP B
: the right of property. The onl)' dlﬁ@’?nw

o : betweon the two provinces was thata longer

Tippu's rule and i i

Ay S e T 2
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ts more. vmhinhiv 3
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(1784) bad
what more extensively the larger

A o ~ ties,and causing a larger esch

i ¥ ' . ST AN : for want of heirs. . ; ‘}»,‘.\‘u,, o
S ] ' o "~ But to return to the mmdoy‘hi@h I

R i e Bave incidentally alluded to, the writerin %

¥ T o0t

reckless and disingenuous endeavour

_ trovert one of Sir Thomas Munro’s m@‘ dis-

f_ T v : tinet enunciations on this fundamental point, 4
BN cam e : ; Hap e S S O propositions which he ecorsiders

- - iy - to be quite incredible by any but the unin-
f‘ormed :=—(1) “that when Canara came un de!'

R our rule in 1800, we found a well ordes |
- “and Bebﬂefl state of thmgs, unden ’Whi@h

-

Sriabead il rcn , s « mtme a "'::'. m-
; g 7 : AR s to pmvent the ‘Swr‘cat im
i 7 _ ] e posmg “the customary 1-evenu9 of the

“ country thereon,” e

e e S e v Now I need scarcely sayjhaﬁ any
o onme really acquainted with the W of
~ Canara kuows that both these propositions
~ are absolutely true. (I) We did find, M
e 1800 a settled and well nnﬂumod mmen

political eonﬂltian of t

.
LY.



porary— additions” and coutribub
which the distinctive term shami g};ﬂ
where called tafreek) was applied, X
ed over and above the ancient shis
manent Revenue demand; but
tinctive and unjustifiable (in the

eyes) character of this compulsory

was never lost sight of,and as a gener

the shamilats bear the name of the.

~ local officer by whom, or of the occasio
which each was imposed. The namesa

ed to several of the items of shamilat
cate that even in Hindoo times special a
tional contributions were occasionally
" manded in excess of the ancient fixed laP
revenue demand ; but probably these i

lar exactions fell thickest under the Mah!

medan rule, and formed a ruinous dem&n&-.y

against some estates before the close pf. ﬁl
 disastrous period. However this may be, ¢
fiscal condition of the country when it
under our rule was that of a fixed perm
nent and immemorial assessment against (
estate and landholder—the ancient shist ©
the country—augmented by certain disph®
additions or shamilats. e
It may not be out of place to
at the political history of the provine
ly before the commencement of the
rule, because a great deal is made 0f
fusion produced during the latter years
century, as if all rights, &e. had been §
away thereby, and the country left a Lo
rasa whereunto we might in
ever suited the whim of the ti
too much the fashion about
fall of Tippu's power to
‘astute and in many respe ;
Hyder Ali with his misorea®
treat the whole period of b




Quch was the state of things
which those who settled both prov
had to deal when first each was ceded
British rule. In both the returning P

d back to their ¢
. 'The imm

~ tory right in the soil on the
~ ple, and of its pon-existence on that
 State, was broadly and
~ and acted upon. 10 |
 tates had practically escheated .
~ fanlt of proprietors, respectable perso™
 javited to take them uP and bocome pro

. x
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in the Board's records, from which it &
that this plan, and within this limit
Jdescribed, viz, a lump assessment

~ a state of valuable proprietory righf.tmfm" -

5
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estate, adopting the existing
the limit of the State claim, was
after he left the district, and many
were brought up to that standard.
then scarcely add that the wiiter of ‘
cle above alluded to is not justified
quoting this isolated passage against the
.and history of the landed property ¢ ,2,;, .
settlement of the country through centur
against the whole facts of our own TS S o
justment with all the populations
West Coast, and against the declared
and early traced action of the times. ?

We too often fail mow, I venture 0
think, to bear in mind that the whole spirit
and policy of the time and administration ot
which I am treating were mostly direct¢ '
towards permanently fixing theState demand,
and limiting it for ever, towards creating ,

a '|"}J
v ke

¥

o
¥

tiori towards comforting, strengtheni:l!ﬁ and
affirming these conditions wherover found €~
isting. The question really turned

the point ; shall that fixed settleme'nm_} ad

proprietory ?  Sir Thomas M
ed fixed moderate assessments,
contended that the (ryots) peasan

tinck, and the GovernmeP®™ = 4 . tha
Court of Directors the perce what
reigned throughout these then_ g

lawless and excitable ‘p'OP‘ﬂ“'h

Sir Thomas Munro’s f
mained in the main in force
and became for all pract
purposes the permanent
ment of the province. It
the tentative triennial anc P Ty ‘
ments which took effect “wmmng- g~
« gystem of mlnmﬂﬂ:‘w 5th August h

o opitative ratificar




‘hnd. Agmn, in their Minﬁh,d&keﬁ % o
Janunry 1818, the Board enqu mosﬁ )fnﬂy

A '_‘Canara., the character of Sir Tbom{l!unm"ﬁ
~ early settlement, and the judicious ﬁmuﬁpn }
~ therein imposed on the land tax in Canara ;
~and they remark ou the effect of that !ﬁo-*
 deration which “ by i inspiring the mlmlm;ani'»tsf
*“ with confidence against any further unlimit-
- “ed demands on the part of Government, at
“ once restored to the land its former value
~ “and caused both general improvement and 3
.?»_'_';5 : 1 fmﬁty in the realization of the revenue clse-
ghe, SRy “ where unknown” (except in Malnbar) %,
g Ivenzmtomb; b it were im.

~ the assurance as to the mmtenanoeﬁ'anefent ;

% =7  right and as to the permanent fiseal demand

£ & e e ST ",..—, “being limited within the ancient fixed stand-
e e, i e Lo R e arlinluts masonablepnidiwhaquenﬁom-
ey’ (e SR L N  sional addition (shamilat) aoul&.%g mge

clear and positive. Itis a stnh

: ts.kmg its origin centuries ago, ﬁhﬂe&m

# g T e ~ since continued by us through three quar-

’ ; aEoled: i ters of a century. But if this Were no suﬂi—

~ vernment place the pledge sunply ‘
”eawil. so far as the claims and
 the people are concerned. In 1817—
i . sl ri'*- the re-examination of the fiscal demand
e ' B """a‘ﬁ,yon each estate took place in the light of the
{ 2 “'.’,'f:‘)’ multsof 17to 20 years’ actualqmnw“‘!

“

(ﬂmao) perpetudmndudz" ssments” ac-
.7%. mdmg to ancient aocoumqgmﬁe earl‘yut:
i Jlement he (. herty) orclm_xi h

~ manently rated at the full therao Y

: " continaed the unaltere ﬁnh'm
 agoinst each estato f 4
5 The latter 01!!3 was |
 lasses:—(A) those who
~ 1je probability pay at sor
e S ;-:lnt}:‘m or Pegtﬂﬂ >
f—:,-‘ m est‘tes w . \ 3 A
counu aud eatly “mﬂm




Government against the perm' :
ed land-owners of C'anara a.nd M_", i

lmd_ holders of Canara are too re&&dy charg-
ed with forgery, &e., on the one

b pect to find, e the ot.her beoansé “they
produce some which bear the appearan

having been fabricated years back. Fo ;
te: fact we ourselves are

to reaorf. to is easy to prednom;,
hes with us, though the sin and :
pﬁ mhment Ties. with themr. W e ha

mﬂh the almost mev;table g
our eondnct <




| |

{ eﬂ‘ect cftlns vxolent regulation ° wa#ﬁa
many who mught have still oontnved ‘
, cultivation of their own lands, whm thuy

state of Iabourers. Nothing can more stroxhg
ﬁ:om‘bemg saleable mnst be forced upon the

epmt the dreadful confusion of e

s involved. It was necessary h

~ we cannot attampe to produce it here. But

- 1800 will prove the point to the satisfacti

. settlement which is now declared to have bee
monbhs old, he says :— ;

|« The letter, of the Board’s, dated the 260;1:
inight be suddenly called upon to make a permanent
than I should otherwise have done, from an apprehens
consequence of a higher assessment. ¢ never wus my -
asto be evempted from all future change, but only tha
and frequent alterations, and that the right sho
ing vesources of the country, by adding to the J
when it might appear that it could be effected

Now this is Colonel Munro’s own account

~ Bengal, a step that really was contemplal

_ purposely made the assessment very low,

meant by “a permanent settlement” was
partial and frequent alterations;” such fl
the Mysore Rulers who were changmg the

So much as to the status and condltmn oﬁh e

our hands and was provisionally assessed i
the soil of India, in its bearing upon this qu

R sy’

inction of theolasdof pmpnetoﬁmh#
ihtmkhadtheybem, i A

r rule supervened, and that‘Ool

t he could with the people. P
in the province, and the utter darkness
to act promptly, and all that man could do

‘ umement with the people, in ‘general and

assessed only accordin g to custom, and tho,ﬁ-i
sought o be made of the word perman

strue it into a pledge that the purely mo -

e confusion and uncertainty i m whlc ,ﬁg was
in the same sense as t.he

perpetua'ﬁ&
Qnt. The proof of this is so voluminous, that
le passage from a despateh of December

‘every candid reader, Noticing then this very
 perpetual,” and which was then bgt, few

00, hhxohlhad;ustreeewed, led me 7e

and induced me to pmpm‘b%nreduaﬁon |
- failure in some quarter or another might betho
ever, that my settlement should have been so
lam been so0 far fived as not to be liable
forGovmmenttoavnﬁﬂhH-' .

ake the settlement o
perpe,
][adras Gorvernment

A - m“ﬂy and arbma.nﬁ
, say overwhelming, as will be g

that though every acre of land in India wereshown to be pnva,f,e Pmpea‘ty

touch the right of the State to levy an s

assessment is as ancient as the private righh‘

is in no way inconsistent with fall proprietor
we ourselves have introdaced the 30 yea
rights upon the holders of the leases. The

nt thereon. The right of the

50 system, we hive

etion of the land to an a
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