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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depa}tment,

' 24th October 1872.

WW

No. 217. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 9th
: January 1872, No. 70 :—

Read the following letters :—

From R. K. PUCKLE, Esq., Collector of Tinnevelly, to the Acting Secretary to
the Board of Revenue, dated 24th October 1871, No. 456. i
Anstract.—Furnishing the comments called for in Board’s ‘Proceedings
No. 3,671, dated 20th October 1871, relative to the conservancy of forests in the
Tinnevelly District.

—_—
. '

Ffom the same officer, dated 26th October 1871, No. 461.

A srract.— Furnishing information on the several points called for in Govern-
ment Proceedings No. 981, dated 3rd June 1871, relative to Tinnevelly ghaut-
forests, and submitting copies of correspondence showing how ‘much damage was
done to the hills on the Travancore frontier, together with copy of a decree in
appeal in the matter of a forest-dispute, also sketches of the hills claimed by the
Zemindars.

——

From the same officer, dated 20th November 1871, No. 502.

AspsTrACT.—Reporting on renting the Sivagiri forest on referring to Major
Beddome’s report on the subject. '

p——

From the same officer, dated 15th December 1871, No. 527.
Apsreact.—Bringing to notice the indiscriminate forest clearing that took
place on the eastern slope of the hills adjoining the Travancore territory injurious
%o the interests of the British Government, submitting correspondence in reference
to the claim set up by both Governments in respect of the locality in which the
felling occurred, and suggesting the expediency of settling the dispute in favour
of the British Government.

Trese letters will be submitted to Government with reference to their
Proceedings quoted by the Collector. As Government anticipated the further
information now submitted is not of much value as evidence either way, and the
conclusion Mr. Puckle comes to is that all the Zemindars in his district have
undoubtedly exercised some rights of ownership (however vague and undefined)
over the forests in their neighbourhood, and have always asserted a claim to the
primeval forests extending as far as the boundary of the district from times
anterior to the British rule. ‘

9. Tt seems, therefore, to be out of the question to expect to get possession of

A1 any of them without payment of some

;2 ggzgi’n’] 'p :ﬁ?:& d V;;m_m‘ i i AWMU reasonable compensation to the Zemin.

""'lf?li‘m do. .. L 1,888 or 2,000 d.ars; axfd the amount of this compensa-

3 %1‘1:;1 enlaf:;:‘g I{ 1‘ " 000 tion is given by Mr. Puckle for the tracts
of country noted in the margin.

3. Tn his third letter recorded above Mr. Puckle adheres to his estimate of

the value of the forests generally without referring especially to Major Beddome’s
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24th October 1872, 3
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T remarks about the ¢ Kattalei malei.”” As, however, it cannot apparently bego’t»foi

less the Board would advise its being rented like the rest for Rs. 4,000 a year
without any assignment of land-revenue from assessed land at the foot. “As to the
others they strongly advise Government to accept Mr. Puckle’s proponals,‘!‘mf’f;-;ﬁlk‘“
the forests on a lease from the ostensible owners. As forests are waste lmél,lnd

being offected in the forests, there seems little doubt that the puttas, if properiy
worded, would be binding on the several Zemindars' successors under € Wﬁ %
Section 11, Madras Act VIIL of 1865. On this point, however, the Government
may think proper to consult the Advocate-General, It will be for the Government
to consider whether this course, if feasible, would be prefe g e
sion of the forests for * public purposes”—a procedure which will be gdmmblﬁ*ﬂ
Section 43 of the Draft Forest Bill should in course of time become law, and may
perhaps be admissible even now under the existing law. "
4. The Singampatti estate will remain under the Collector's charge a8 A““‘t
of the Court of Wards for many years, and the same system of conservancy
be cocricd mat thore as if the rest of the district, Ultimtely a lease mey PEriaRd
be obtained for it by the Collector as in the other cases. i
5. Lastly, the Board earnestly recommend that the boundary betwegly:
Travancore and Tinnevelly be settled at once; and if it does not coincide with the
water-shed in any point, it should be permanently demarcated and surveyed. d'l;g°
and the

correspondence referred to by Mr. Puckle in paragraph 4 of the first lotter,
closures) with much. that has gone BT

axf

last lotter recorded above (with its pn
show how desirable it is that boundaries should be fixed before ¢

complications arise. ML
{ g

Orper THEREON, 24th October 1872, No. 1,475.

Forests, No. 10 Two distinct qu;aations are raised
e ALY in the papers submitted with these

Proceedings of the Board of Revenue.

9. One relates to a portion of the boundary between Travancore and Tinne-

velly, north of the Mahendragiri mountain, regarding which the Government
observe that in paragraph 4 of his letter dated 20th May 1871 (Proceedings, 20th
the Resident stated #aat the Travans -

June 1871, No. 1,123, Revenue Department), _
core Government were willing to accept the water-shed on the ghaut-range a8 the
 boundary between the two States,
© 3. South of this mountain

quoted, and practically the aceeptance nor e
boundary proposed by this Government has settled the rest of the question.

4. The Resident will, therefore, be directed to request the va&ﬂb?l‘!;
ral boundary defines the line of separation
t of the Governments, except in those
iri and between Shencotta and. Tenkasi)
od. The Resident will aommnnicnto,i_i,_tl}
bject, and those officers will take

No. 218,

the boundary was settled by the G. 0. &b&“
th of it by the Travancore St?lt_e%q{» the

e A

authorities to notify that this natu
botween the States by the mutual agreemen
Jocalities (as south of the Mahendrag
where another line has been already settl
the Collectors of Tinnevelly and Madura on the su

g f
R
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" Travancore aud Tinoevells, with orders thereos.

’

Ul 7=, n% ooy

LS R e

, s Sy 3 "y 1
s i i

4




| gy BEY LYY

//vz;yw'

-

‘Government to consider whether this course, if feasible, would be preferable to taking possession
of the forests for * public purposes,” a procedure which will be admissible if Section 43 of the
Draft Forest Bill should in course of time become law; and may perhaps be admissible even bl

under the existing law.

4. The Singampatti estate will remain under the Collector's charge as Agent of the Court
of Wards for mapy years, and the same system of conservancy will be carried out there as in t.ho
Ultimately a lease may perhaps be obtained for it by the Collector, as in

rest of the district.
the other cases.

5. Lastly the Board earnestly recommend that the boundary between Travancore and
Tinnevelly be settled at once; and if it docs not coincide with the wator-shed in any point it ahou.ld
b2 permanently demarcated and surveyed. The correspondence referred to by Mr. Pﬂﬁ‘kl". i
paragraph 4 of the first letter, and tho last letter recorded above (with its enclosures) with
much that has gone before, show how desirable it is that boundarics should be.fixed before

disputes and complications arise.
(A true Extract.)

T the Seerctary to Government, Revenue Department,

with aplaleat Vodiouw and analngnrna in ha ratnrnad
Copy ta the Collector of Tinnevelly.
to the Conservator of Forests.

Exd. J, Tulloch.
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