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Proceedz'ngs qf the Madras Government, Ecclesiastical Department,
' Sth April 1872. :

- divided a certain portion of the Agraram (Brahmin’s quarter), Kudi Nattam
(Hindu quarter), and Paller Nattam (labourers’ quarter), was sold or allotted with
the cultivated and waste lands of the share. The right to the waste has always
been claimed by the sharcholders, and it has been customary from time immemo-

rial for strangers to purchase permission either to reside or to cultivate in a
Panguvali village. ;

6. Pmmrfarzf—Perumpat is the ortiinary ryotwari tenure under which the
~ ryotis confirmed in the absolute Ppossession of his holdin

Qe S : g so long as he pays the
‘assessment set forth in his putta or lease. In Ryotwari or Penuipat villl;gycs all

the waste land is specially retained as Government property, and no ryot has any
claim to anything he does not pay for. A stranger wishing to build can elaim, free
of charge, any vacant space in the nattam or village building site, and the v,illage
community cannot hinder his building in any way. Of eourse s’ocial and casta
distinctions, as a matter of fact, are upheld, A low caste man for instance would
not be allowed to build in the Brahmin street, Ag population increases an exten-
- sion of the building site is frequently asked for, and during the Trichinopoly settls-
ment I was able to extend the building sites of numerous Perumpat villages, but
I have never heard of an application being made to the Revenus authorities for, any
extension of building sites in Zemin, Kattuguttagei, Inam, or Panguvali villages.
To obtain a site for the,eraetil(\m ofa building in any village held on such tenures it
would clearly be necessary to purchase or procure the good-will ‘of the land-oswnect

by the Government officers free of all charge or rent,

== 7.  The marginal Statement exhibits

Area in " .
B o b ; van;'g g the number and area of these several
miles:  olasses of villages.

e ; ’ ' 8. 1In the special case und
Zemindaries and Mattahs ... .. .. 725 1,013 b un erreport
Kattugutlage Villages ... ... .. . :

Eattogeiiel ¥ lages o i ;; 12;) Iam, I confess, surprized to learn that
Ayauvmagns... b el e d e 1108 3,007

§o much opposition has been experienced
Total ...} 1,080 | - 4367 by the Missionaries in obtaining sites for

Partionlars of Ayen Villages. Christian Churches a ~had
Pangnvali Villages w. ... ... ... e 425 | 1,460 nd Schools. T

Perumpat  do.  w ' w wf" ¢8 | yogz always imagined that the people here had

== . long ago recognized the existence of
Christianity as an accomplished fact, and were enlightened enough to leave each
man to choose lis own form of religion; but t}

experienced in providing Christian congregations with that which is never denied
to either Hindus or Mahomedans,

Kattuguttagei, Inam, or Panguva_li' villages ; for at present it is quite within the
power of a large body of landed proprietors to prevent the erection of any such

building throughoutrg vast tract of country. The authority conferred by such an -
_ enactmont would, however, very rarcly have to be used. Much depends on the

pblpaodeas £ 7L Seipaps o Inam, or;cj;fth,e community in the case of -
Panguvali villages, but bullding slies iu Perampat Villages are (if availablo) granted

S . 18 lucid reports of the leading
Missionaries, (both Protestant and Roman Catholic,) which are appended to- this -

ietter, show that g very different feeling exists, and that great difficulties are often

lang, or even to demon worshippers, pullars, or parighs.
Noting this, and regarding the peculiar gystem of land tenure here, I think an
engctment is necessary to procure sites for Christian churches or schools in, Zewin,
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Proceedings of the Mddras Goverument, Ecclesiastical Department,
| 5th April 1872.

Lo

sentiments that the Government officers are known to entertain towards the
Missionaries, and one ease mentioned by Rev. Mr; Kearns is a good illustration of
this. Mr. Levinge, with his friendly manner, could have got anything needed in
reason, but Mr. Silvor's feeling towards the Missions was so well known, that advan-
tage was taken of his return to the district fo inflict a wanton injury on an inoffen-
sive body of people. ' R B, , »
9. The Alangaraperi case, reported by Rev. Mr. Sargent, has since been
settled, and there is no longer cause of complaint with one of the cases mentioned
by Rev. M. Rattari I am personally acquainted ; Karungulam being a village in -
which I have taken much interest, and the case alluded to was brought to my
notice by the villagers on my recent return to the district from furlongh, Karun-
gulam was a Panguvali village till recently, but the common lands have now been

divided and the village is Perumpat. Some Roman Catholic Christians applied for

a site on which to build a clurch, and the Head Assistant Collector being called on
to aid that officer, allotted a site which the late shareholders thought very objec-
tionable ; they have accordingly taken out an injunction from a Civil Court to stop

the erection of the building, which they assure me, however, they do not objectto

if erected in a suitable place. As I shall visit the village shortly » T hope to be able -
to seftle the matter amicably. With reference to his other case the Rev. M. Rattari
informs me that since his letter was written, he has obtained the land he réﬂﬂirfﬁd_
at Tenkasi. e ¢ - A

10. I much regret that this reference should have remme&;m,@mwsﬂ :

long; but as it involved an explanation of our system of ﬁha‘teﬁui';:fiﬁ waspurpoﬂely
left for reply against my return to the district. i 5
 Exorosves No. 1. : i
From the Reverond P. RATTARL 8. J., Catholic Missiouary, to the Collector of Tinnevelly,
'  dafed Palameottah, 25th June 3870,
Ix reply to your letter, No. 68, dated 18§h June 1870, by wihich you desire mefom\foxm you
if L have had any diffioulties in obtaining sites for building Schools, Chapels,  ete., and if so when,
where, and by whom objection was made, I have only two cases to explain— :

First is a case in the Tonkara Talug, where there is a village named Gsrvmmonhm :
(Carangolam). Tn this villago the inhabitants are Heathens, Turks, and Christians. The prin-

cipal portion of the Heathens are Bramese. Both the Heathens and Tarks have their mosques ;
but the Christians bave not a church, therefore I advised them to apply fo Governmend for a
site to huild a chapel. The Christians according to my advice presented a petition to the Collector,

Mr. Longley. This petition was sent to Mr. Grigg, the Assistant Collector, at Tuticorin. Mr. -

Grigg, after haviug obtained itformation about the quality of the ground, and satisfied himself
that the spot of land is absolutely uncultivated and full of stonos, ote., and that Government do
uot realize tax from it, went in porson to see the place; bhaving fixed the limits

about one
acre, he granted by writing, on the 25th March 1870, the requisite site to build tl;re chapel,_ and
promised to allow another hall aere for' o burial ground. The Turks are ‘silent and make no
opposition, but the Bramese in their hatred to the Christian religion, and c‘onte-.m;?t toymrds ?he
Pariah caste, sought all means to prevent this building.” They persecuted our Christians in forhid-
ding the Pallars to cut their rice fields, and the blacksmiths, carpenters, etc., to arrange their
cards, besides to show that the site was for their use, During a night they transferred a large
quantity of straw ; this straw not having been placed there before the night in question, Finally,
the principal of these Bramese brought an action in the Court of Streevegundum against the
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2, During Mr. Mayne's time the Christians of Sillanattam gave me a site in their pommon

and mthm the Hmits of the village. I crected, at very considerable expense, a school chapel upon
it, and for about two years we were in undisturbed possession of it. 'The Zemindar at length bronght

an action against me before Mr. Levinge to recover the site, but just as the action cnme vn for -

. hoaring the Zomindar wrots 1o me, relinquishing any olsims he might have to the site, and the
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Mr. Amos; eighieen months subsequently or thercabouts the Zemindar renewed the suit before
Mr. Silver, the Collector, who called upon me to show cause why the church should not be pulled
down, it having been erccted without the Zemindar's permission. I accordingly informed the
Collector how I obtained the site and the nature of it, also of the previous suit and how it had
terminated, and requested him to take the evidence of Messrs. Levinge and Ames, these gentle-
men having kindly consented to appear if cited. The Collector did not take their evidence, but

* served me with an injunction to pull dewn the church within a certain number of days, which i

refused to do. The Collector then sent his own peons, who pulled it down, and the Sub-Magis-

trate sold’ by auction the materials, the desk, church-books, and the gong, aud as 1 declined to
reccive the proceeds of the sale, the money was paid iuto the Govermment Treasury. Thereis
neither church nor school in that village now,

3. Immediately on the termination of the suit mentioned in the preceding paragraph the
Zemindar instituted another against me for the recovery of a gite in a village named Sammuga-
puram, distant from Sillfnattan about four or five miles. The people of this village had many years
previously built a madam, and kept it in vepair at their own cost ; this madam they made over to
me for & school-room, and to recover this site. the suit was bronght against me. We had been

in possession for nearly two years when the suit was commenced, and during that period we had.

a most fourishing school. Mr. Silver tried the case, and although he left me in possession, the
judgment was practically against me, for he served me with an order, forbidding e to repair
the building. Time and the mousoons destroyed the school-room,, and the site became the Zemin-
dar's. There has been no school in that village sinve, and there is no church, although there
are Christian rvots. : s

4. At the present moment, in the village of Suppilapuram, there is a Christian congregation,

who, ‘8 few months ago, attempted to build a scheol-room on a site to which, in my judgment, they
shave a clear right s but as usnal they werc opposed, the huilding prevented;-and the congrogation

left Without a place to worship in, or a schiool for their children. It may, perhaps, be said that we
have, notwithstanding, many school-rooms and churches in the Zemindarics. Quite #rwe, but
they have been built in the face of opposition and after expensive and tedious litigations, Maho-
misdans and Hindus have their places of worship in every village without reference of any kind
to the Zemindars ; it is the Christian ryot only that is subjected to auaanoyance that is unjust and
insulting. This paper would be incomplete were I to close it without referring to the cause of the
troatment which Christians receive with regard to churches and school-rooms. Ti all the villages
that I have been acquainted with theve is extortion, to a greater or Jess extent, practised.
In Aycen or Circar villages by the Grama Munsifs, Number Curnams, or Merassidars, and in
Zemindari villages by the Zemindars. - By the former class of individuals ““a vari”’ or per centage,
8o to speak, is demanded of the ryots for overy thing which these individuals may have to do in
their official capacity for the ryots. In the case of the latter every horse, clephant, palanguin,
bandy or carriage which a Zemindar purchases, or every marriage of a son or daughter belonging
to him, the cost or expenses are lovied upon the ryots, each of whom is obliged to contribute
at & rate fixed by the Zemindars of so much per chain. These are taxes in addition to the usual
tand tax or rent, and are knowa in these parts ** Yani vari,” ‘f‘Kwthirei»vari,?'&e., &e., according
to the object for which the money is requived. Christians generally resist these demmds; ‘and
oocasionally Hindus follow their example ; hence Christians are not popular, and there is an object
in annoying them. ' :

PR

From the Rev. E. SARGENT, Missionary, C.M. S., to the Acting Collector of Tinnevelly, dated

Palamcottah, 4th July 1870..
tha 18th June, in reference to the alleged difficulty of obtaining

In reply to your letter of .
churches in this district, I have the honour to state that—

gites for Christian schools and
1. Mitherto the difficulty has existed only in cases where the people wish to build on grennd
As Hindus they would have hardly any difficulty ;

never beyfore oceupied by them in any way.
B
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Sivalaperi, and Marudacolam, when troubles arose on the ryots building Christian places of wership

the Magistrates invariably upheld the olaim of the ryots to build schools or places of worship for
their own use on sites which they had already oceupied as gronud for manure or for stacking straw.
or any other purpose whatever,

5. The ouly difference between the present case and the others above cited seems to be this,
the breach of the peace actually occurred in. those cases and the Magistrate interfered ; here the
voople applied fo prevent the breach of the peace. 1 regret to add that only yesterday I learnt
that the people in Alaugaraperi having fallen out among themsolves some of them have gone
back to their old worship and have taken possession of the old Ramasawmy Covil (the disputed site)
and restored it for their own use. Tt is not difficult to snrmise how far the _1ami—owner has contri-
buted towards this step,

6. In Tuvarcikolam, Nanguneri Talug, we arc also in difficulty. About 400 people, men,
women, and children, applied to me in February for Christian instruction, but their old covil i »
some distance outside the village, and at present all that can be dous is to teach the children and
people in & private house, as the owner of the land will not consent to their building anywhere
within the village. When I went there I had to conduct the scwwe in the upen street. '

B

From the Rev. R. CALDWELL, to the Acmg connatoy of Timmlly, dmd Emnzood.v, :

7th July 1870.

I have the honour to acknowledge your letter, No 66, of 18&‘ uihana, in belmtf of ‘M“

Collector of Tinnevelly, inquiring whether I have had any difficulties in obtaining sites for schools,
&e., and in reply T beg to submit to you a list of the gia@a in the dm;riet ef mntry in wlnch

included in their puttahs, is as absolute as their right over their P“““" lands.

3. I mayobserve that, though this supposition is probably erroncous, the propriety of it hus
never been tosted on my part, or on the part of house-holders who wore not }?umdm by any
application to the Revenue authorities for permission to make use of a vamntbpgrtmn of the
uncultivated, untaxed nattam, for the orechon of a sehool or any other usefnl o 3

4. Ibegto explain that in every instance pay ¢ fm‘ pennissmn t“’b‘“m on “"9 “‘1&89 site A
would willingly have been made, and was eﬁ'&l‘w i AP e
5. T have also to explain that the reason why 2 site was sﬂﬂ?” i ?”*’d for in “"me partion

of the nattam was that there was always abnnd&ws of mmm? ¢ Iandjtherein and that what-

ever difficnlty might stand in the way of my getting & site in the nattam the difficulty of obtaining

4 site in enltivated or cultivable putta lands wonld mtmﬁy have been. mwi‘ greater.

~ 6. My reason for including in the list some mﬂmmihﬁf mmd many years ago is to show
th“ the dlﬁﬂlﬂty in thmn,'ng mms fﬂr eﬁhﬂoll ot chm@hu IS !IO!'I 3 new One, Mld tha.t in some

. instances the same mdm&aa}s haw caxﬂsmueﬂ to refuse agit s for schoois, ke, for as long a period

as twenty-five years. :
7. Whenyl.menhon in many ema ﬂmt; ﬂw consent af the Pnttgdars Was refused that the

school or church was erected notwithstanding fusal, and without their consent, and yet
that no legal objection was offeved, 1 have taexﬁlamg,f}kat in many cases the Puttadars refused
their consent through fear of the nmoquy of their neighbours rather than from reluctance on their
own part, or because they considered it & point of konour, especially of Mahomedans, not to give
their assent to the erection of say buﬂdmg intended to be used for Christian purposes, whilst at
the same time they allowed it to be known that if the European Missionary would take upon him-
self the responsibility of erecting the building without asking for their consent they®would not
“institute any legal proceedings against hun for doing so, and would be quite willing to accept
the accomplished fact
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B =a 8. In those cases in which it was known that this was niot the feeling '.
Saie i W'?.Miom any building without their consent, and in "
SR “U!Mxntahddunfomtothoprmntdu. T

Mhm&“qmnmeﬁio.ojuab’w Talug, in which diffic
- . met with in obtaining siles for schools and churches.
W M available space in village nattam ; lihrdnld‘f stadar
‘Ml‘nﬁf church erected four years ago by occupiers of hlﬂlld house- b
""ﬂrﬂl’n&m 7 uo legal objection made. -
Mwm.anﬂabhmmnllmuum ntenﬁlld'.l ,
ing Village Munsif and Merassidar ; cbmh-uhommummmwm*»
out gonsent of Puttadars ; no legal objeetion made,
Vi T Iiwln:mnppnm:. a hamlet in the Inam estate bdoms“"”""'t
site in nabtam refused by head of nattam ; church-school ereeted four years s
1 aud and house-holders, without Infmdar's consent ; no legal objection offered.
4. Lamugarungapuram ; site requested for Anglo-Vernacalar school in the 1
large village ; refused by the principal Puttadar, who was also Village ll-"ﬂ
”"’Mlmﬂfpumhudmobmmtorumoonrhehugwdw
ten years ago. Thumobemgsfmmdamnooﬁ-amthovxlhgo.udmim
whod failed, and eventually the building was removed. e
Rathapuram, head-quarters of the southern divisi oftbaﬁm‘“‘“m '
_mm.,. nattam for the erection of u large Anglo-Vernacalar schiool ; plenty of space S0
-"ﬁ”m"’hw AMhopmgwtheacboolfnnmywth:Mn_
“whamict belongiug to tho villags of
uthmof lumldby thwholcoﬂhe house-holders resident in mmb'r
resident Pubtadars, especially by Koonje Marcikhan, .mmnmw“‘-“_
rapattam, half owner of the vmago building of chureh oommanoedﬂxui“" |
consent of some of the Pattadars, but without that of the Mabomedan "ﬁ
tiou made before Sub-Magistrate of Rathapuram, by whose order the building wos time
mmummmh‘,”gwm@'“wmodmwmtw; i
1o legal objeetion was made, and the building was finished. £ ,-,WW
7. Ayungkulam, hamlet in village of Muthumeottamoly ; site in nattem 4 : aolegs)
ned:nmudan ehmh-sehoo) erccted twenty-four years ago without the& M iof ;
~ objection made. by
: 8. &thilmvﬂcy. hamlct in village of lnthunotumly site in nom
mﬂnhthdnn church-school erccted twenty years ago without their M:jlh
down by Puttadars ; mm.mmmmmwmm”‘ e
permission on another side. SR i
9. Islampuram, Inam village, belonging to Tinnevelly mosque; ’“m‘m I L
_' m&-ﬁ-mmm mmmmmws"”;mumh
» Alangkulam, a hamlet in the village of Kumbikulam ; congrogation in tho chief
last ei‘htym sito in nattam of hamlet steadily refused by non-resident l’nﬂm&
of whom was till lately a manager of the Rathapuram temple ; mb“'m’ :
in the open air ; have often officiated tberemywdfundcrth'm"f"m'm A 3
mﬂdminmioemtm buil. being obtained, o paad
gt : 5 Wu.shmldinihonl]d:: nfDimihrnknkm site in mumofm‘“@'ﬁq '

> non-residont Puttadars, Usakhan Saib, a Patan Makomedan, and Sun Mq’
Munsif ; Wuhu'bmm uwtonuformeput axyuu kﬂ" 5.
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6. From the enclosures to Mr. Puckle’s letter it appears that the difficulty
oceurs in three ways— o |

(1). The Merassidar sharers or the owners of villages refuse to give unoceu-
pied pieces of the village-site for Christian chugches, &e.

~ (2). They oppose the building of such Churches, &uQ,_an“portians of the

- 7 Thf"- powers of a Magistrate would seem to be sufficient to meet the second
and third difficulties, supposing the oceupants of land in these proprietary villages

have the/same rights over the soil as Government ryots, but the Collector of
Tinnevelly will report whether this is 50 or not. : |

| True Copies and Ede.)
. (Signed)

-

J. GROSE,
~ Acting Secretary.

No. 10, Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 9th Jaﬁuary 1872, No. 65.
Read the following replies to Board’s: Proceedings, dated 7th February 1871,
w2 No, 8L s nmvon : e et TR i .

el T 0 o i gttt o
A

of Gaojam, - dated 11tk Maseh 1871,

vy ” .VTa*njO]'B, : I 29th LE] 3 " 159'
Madura, s 4th March-- ;.. ) 63

23 53 Nallore, & »  20th May T S
5 % Malabar, - s - 27th February ,,. .. -56.
=¥ s Chingleput, sy 16th May poat s o0

= . . Bellary, S 08k Ayl e T
South Arcot, - | e TR 78.

2 3 >
- A Tinnevelly, vei  o0th Mapeh™ o S gy S
1 ” gcuddapah! ‘ s Olst Ma}' » v 114,

g North Arcot, ', IdthMarch 150,
. . 23 - Kmﬂﬂl, . 40‘1 . ]St -n Nl 27 57'
These papers relate to:the alleged dificulty experienced in the distriet of
Jinnevelly by Native Christians in obtaining sites for schools aud churches.

*

2. The Government requested the Board to report whether there was any

L oo it v May Peculiarity in the tenures of Tinnevelly to preclude
b =R B Government from granting unoccupied sites  in

 Government villages for* any useful public purpose ; 2ndly, to give their opinion
&8 to legislating for the removal of disabilities which, if general, would seriously
in the comfort and advancement of a large class of the people.

" . £
i LY - } 5 s

q  thelocal officers to applicants as they come forward, free of all charge or rent. The

| - %ead wer buried on the side of the public roads. At last a charitable Brahmin

2 .Med;ng. of the Madras Government, Ecclesiastical Department, \
5th April 1872. -

.

oy 2 In regard to the 1st point the Board observe that building sites are,
 Wharever space iy available in the ‘ nattam,’ granted in Government villages by

}ﬂhgers Bave 1o vote in the matter ; but, of course, social and caste distinctions are.
- aintained ; c. 5., s romarked by the Collector of Tinnevelly, * a low caste man |
. ould not be allowed to build in the Brahm hmin streot.”  In regard to the 2ud point,

pR !  du - : . ‘ ,‘ ri “ n i ii ..D‘a.',ﬁ,._.‘ 2 m

o

“mupembl - They can exist, or ought to exist, only in Zemindari or in other

Sioprictary villages. - In Vizagapatam and Nellore, tho large landowners treat
. lgmnm with marked liberality ; and where the reverse is the case, the papers
- disclose several instancos where a beneficial change has been brought about by the
 friendly intervention of the Collector. The conféets of course are frequently
- “TOpnetors of the houses they live in and the lands they oceupy, and it is not t0o »
. b to expect that they shduld assign the foquired aren thomsclves for chapels
5 schools, should they fail to obtain it from juo principal lsudowner of the
' ::::‘ ty- Apart from this cousideration, the paucity of their numbers as compared
With the general population, and the absence (even in the most unfayourable
| iuthe et wnything ike  viralont aud systematio form of perseeuton, altogether,
o th"ﬁlfmion of the Board, forbid recourse to legislation in these cases. Some of
11 Missionaries appear 4o dsire it, but the Board are confident that tho ultimate
S of their own causo would be the result Nor are soparate buildings for
ti&cq‘m llpd:to build upon, §ley e SR B #YT B e S ‘ FOERE
© a8, sjbere remains one pojnt, however, involving considerations of p\‘\bljt,c; o TapE
\‘Ntupmant o not be Jeft to indirect influences. Tho Board =~
 Mlude to Comgteryey gor fPtinns. In Tigpevelly, up to the year 1854,
oﬁnz'”‘hﬁrafnnlo{eerhin landowners to sell waste land for the purpose, the :

o

e ',;(ar_-;-:

o b
it T ) L

=g ]

?i?~r§"°'°n‘°d the Mission with a small strip of land ; bu mmwm: f
e, istricts at any time. A 1aost dingracoful and almost incredible fnstances
 “amated by the Rev. J, E. Clough, of ths American Baptist e

 eurted ot Valsira, of the Narsarowpett Taluq, early in the preson ket

::pemw there are some 60 or 70 ‘ i“’“‘_’ Bl e s

; .mﬂd!‘. the gropud they formerly (i.e., as the ' '
'i-a Verts) used for that purpose

Ly
e

possibly have happened
Zemindur G R Rl Sy hould be able to
0 S : : : that Native Christians &

M ‘h«; i:‘du aa'ly reasonable and PNP“'.::” ¢t as & Cemetery out f’f tlc‘:‘e w;x)s;e.
ang "% e':d in a field consecrated oF ! “"m; Board consider this a © public
e village, not otherwise appropriste

o
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