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No. 1,656.
ProcrEpiNGs OF THE BOARD OF Revexue, dated 22nd August 1872. <7

Read again Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 21st November 1870, /'f" Lo

No. 6,758. ‘ |
dated 12th December 1870, No. 7,088.

» el ,  Oth April 1871, No. 1,492.

y A

Re’a.d also the following letter from R. W. BARLOW, Esq, Acting Collector of
Chingleput, to the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Saidapet,

8th July 1872, No. 981 :— :
In submitting & cOpy of Mr. Crole's fourth report with its original enclosures
: . _on the defaleations in the Chingleput
St%t;me§t5 i& :i?gs%ﬂnd Calendar in Sossions ging  dated the 6th February last,
e : No. 83, I have the honour fo offer the

following remarks. '
9. With regard to paragraphs 3,4, 5, 6, and more especially paragraph 7,
1 must observe that Mr. Blair wrote with reference to the practice prevailing in the
of writing up the cultivation account, as nearly as possible, up to
s . the date of commencing the séttlement of
: £ my letter, No. 179, rinted $ e

m’ﬁf lggta:%’r:%gc:edﬁ;yg; N:. 25%3, da.teI(’i 93rd each taluq, and which should have been

" 1 » &

principa,l division,

June 1871 : __‘ followed in the Chingleput Talug in

prepolraﬁon of Adangal Accounts, contaiﬂed in the last pb.;-t of paragmph 5, page 70 |
of the Manual of Village Accounts. Directions for future guidance will be issued by

me on this subject; but I must observe that at the late settlement of the Chingleput
Taluq, conducted by myself and commenced early in March, the Curnams didin
most cases without any special instructions bring these accounts written up to
the end of February and in some cases t0 the end of March.

5. 1 eoncur with Mr. Crole in his remarks as to the difficulty of examining
satisfactorily the cultivation subsequent to the general inspection (Azmaish) of
the village. ,

4, Asregards paragraph 9 1 agree with Mr. Crole as to the genuineness of the
accounts and the lists referred to. The way in which the latter came to light,
viewed with surrounding circumstances as clicited at the long Sessions trial alluded
to by Mr. Crole and at which I presided as J udge, forcibly brought me to this
conclusion. g : . :

5. Mr. Crole’s explanation at paragraph 10 as to how he satisfied himself that
the sum of Rupees 4177, entered at the foot of the Demand, Collection, and Balance
statement 88 overcollection, and referred to in paragraph 26 of his letter dated the
99nd January 1871, did not form part of the demand in that stafement leaves no
doubt in my mind as fo the fictitious character of most of the items which make up
the said sum, and I may add that my exertions to get at the bottom of some of these
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13. 1 support the course proposed at paragraphs 29 and 32.

14. The remarks of Mr. Crole at paragraphs 34, 35, and 36 regarding the
state of the taluq accounts were, I regret to state, more than fully borne out by my
investigations at the late jummahbundy.

15. Tapprove generally of the Acting Sub-Collector’s remarks and recom-
mendations at paragraphs 38 and 39. The divisions of the Revenue Iuspectorsare
doubtless too large, and the number must be increased with a view to due supervi-
sion. The Zilladars—appointed originally to assist the unpaid Monigars in collec-
tion—owing to the large range of the Inspectors, virtually, Ifind, now perform
nearly all the duties of the Revenue Inspectors in certain villages of each division
(Phirkah) to which they are attached. The necessity for some provision being
made for payment of Monigars is undoubted. Time after time this was foreibly
brought to my notice during the past jummahbundy. They are idle and indifferent
as to holding office, and are no check upon the Curnams, in whose hands they leave
everything. I do not think this is much to be wondered at under the circumstances.

: complete
alleged overcollections during the, recent annual sottlement px:oved @ s
fice or in the villages cone

failure owing to want of reliable duta in the taluq 0 Fo
Further, some of the Curnams when questioned stated that they ente\: el
sums in their Village Account No. 11 as excess collection simply 8% :‘h" > I have,
Appu Row, the goomastab so often referred to by Mr. Crole and now 11 i
therefore, ordered the Tahsildar 4o collect at once all arrears rer{lammg ubgt,antiafv"
on the ground of alleged overcollection, leaving it t0 the parties to SV :
their claims to refunds in each separate case if so ad;iaelii.' e
6. I have nothing to add re rding paragraphs 1%, 1% e .
ing that such excess co?leclions hf:c not been peculiar to the (J‘hlugle?ut Ta‘ul:fly
In 1273, when the settlement made by Messrs. Banbury and Hutchins e
under the orders of the Board, Tahsildars were parti'cularly
necessary alteration in the Village Ledger (Form No. 11), and
attended to in the Chingleput Talug, the frau.ds confusion,
accounts now brought to light could not have existed.

; h 14 it appears :
7. With reference t0 paragraph : P Sen “individnnl part
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16. Clauses 3 and 4, paragi'aph 39, I leave for the consideration of the Board.

17. As regards Clause 5, the interest account referred to 45 kept in the prin-
cipal division, and T shall instruct Mr. Crole to do so in the sub-division.

that the gtatement therel
18. As regards Clause 6, I note that, according to instructions contained at

;culars foF

referred to was not “Wl’wd by e ?‘:}::t;r’ ‘tho late Tahsildar, Vijiarungs Mudalls paragraph 39 of the Manual of Village Accounts, page 77, Curnams are required to

guch overcollections w::: pot farnished DY S fle in the Taluq Cutcherry immediately after settlement the marginally-noted e

by whom it was submitted. ‘ in thinking that of the x: : original statements. To these I think 1
Y B 3 s with the Acting &:0)110?;;2».00“"’ v dberef““ded'(’:w » _ Enclosux:es to N‘oa. 4, 14, 15, 16, 17, 20, R e e e
1 124-12-4 included in this statement, ROPESE 0 0 tiated, and that the v . Board’s Cireulas’ Order dated the 28th Masch 1839 the Curiams 810 (ariher :
AR s amointonly BaviBg BER L oo lai roquired o Touve in the-takeq afier soitioment statomont Xo. 8. Undor ho same
collections e ”wd and establIshi = 16 : Order and Standing Circular Order No. 70 of 1869 they are required to send |

mounthly statement No. 1 (cultivation account) and statement No. 10 (individual
collection account). As far as the talugs of the principal division are concerned
the Curnains invariably file in the Taluq Cutcherry statements Nos. 8 and 14, the
most important of all the accounts, the one as showing the sum total of remissions | -
and the other the beriz of the village; but as regards the monthly submission of e
Nos. 1 and 10 there is laxity. ~The other numbers, viz., 15, 16, 17, and 20, are s ‘

placed in the talug records till some time after the settlement, sometimes not till
tho next settlement. This is objectionable, and I am taking steps to enforce strict
obedience to rules, only with this modification, viz., that No. 16 shall be sent to
the taluq within one month after the close of the Official year with which the
cultivation season of the fusly ends. This modification is necessary as the Curnams
require the statement to fill up any cultivation which may have taken place between
the date of jummahbundy and the 31st March so as to render it complete. No
copies are, therefore, in my opinion necessary for five out of the seven niate.ments
referred to by Mr. Crole at paragraph 39, and all that need be done is a strict
enforcement of the rule regarding their delivery into the taluq in proper time. As
the Curnams must retain the annual Adangal and Chittah Acoounfs (Nos. IV and
V.) till the expiration of the following year to enable them to prepare the accounts
of the latter, copies of them would no doubt be useful; but the labour involved =

W §

ek Yol it R,

-0
= |
B - 44
& i ™
¢ : b
i
Lo
- “;.-: 3
& 4
e i )
B =
4

.
o ¥y 3
s ‘ - .
+ T
d -
N B
3 -
o K
.
B
?‘. 2
2 ,‘
-
[
-
hr z Ll
i *
o




g::—z.*_.-;:;{s{i‘-v;ft T et g

o g TS

2. The order of the Bolﬂloonhmod m thels;tof these Prooo;dings req.res explanation

+

cipal defaleations now brought to notice relate to Sevoy
yw Mr. Crole’s argument that it is a weak point in the
d to it by the same establishment as in the case
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Generally all panjah cultivation made between 31st December and 31st March, and nunjah
between 31st January and 31st March, are brought to the head of Sevoy Jamma, aceording to the
Hukumnamah of this district. The former of the dates in each case is the date on which these
rules direct Curnams to close the cultivation account (No. 1), and the latter, 31st March, is the
date after which all cultivation is earried forward to the next fusly (1st July), on the principle
apparently that no crop can take less than threc months to come to maturity. The reaping of the

crop was apparently adopted as the period for fixing the accrual of Government dues.

4. During January, February, and Mareh, and in April and May, the (Adangal Azmaish)
examination of cultivation field by field, the (jummahbundy) annual settlement, and the collection
of the heavy kists more than fully oceupy the attention of the Inspectors and Zilladars, supple-
mented by the deputation of every available hand, ench as Pound and Postal Clerks (Tappal
Goomastahs), Cashiers (Shrofls}, ete., from the taluq. There is in practice little or no time left

85 : for examining Sevoy * Jamma cultivation. It is
TR T el mewk' in itself one of the most diﬁcult of duties. If
deferred until April and May the difficulty amounts almost to an impossibility,. When the
examiner (Azmaishdar) goes to a village how is he to discover a mumber entered in the Sevoy
Jamma account 2 Such cultivation is gg'nerally scattered here and there. He is, of course,
dependent on the Curnam, who bas it thus in his power to point out a field already ?ntgred in the
Adangal, or, if the examination (Azmaish) be late, cultivation c?rrxcd to the credit of the next
fusly, or to tell the examiner (Azwaishdar) that any land' which he may suspect to be Sevoy
Jamma has alréady been entered under one of the above heads. As the éxaminer (Azmaish-
dar) has to go over perhaps five or six villages a day, he is obliged in practice to take what the
Curnam says for gospel. :

5. Another complication is produced by the remission of waste. If gultivgfed before 1st
April, such cultivation goes into the Sevoy Jamma account, and this is an obvious fnenns of fraud,
for in & bad year, or one the doubtfal prospects of which may have. pafalyqed agvnqnltura.l opera-
tions at the commencement, who would cexpeet this species of cultivation to be iu excess of what

it would be in an ordinary or good year 2, All comparisons of the démand under m s lie W’

one year and another are, I find, very nearly worthless. . e e i
6. Tt is the most distressingly puszling and unsatisfactory part of the whole rovenue
administration. T trust that the above attempt at explanation will meet the requirements of
paragraph 2. sy e i P
7. You will perceive that the facts completely disprove the late Acting Collector's
(Mr. Blair's) theory as expressed in paragraph 17 of his No. 53, dated 15th February 1871, to
date of the jummahbundy. He seems to have been misinformed on this point. WL
8. ‘¢ Paragraph 3.—Mr. Crole has not sufficiently explained the nature of the defalcations

~ dealt with in paragraph 21 of his report, nor how he distinguished the true accounts from false.””

The list given in-my paragraph 21 of defalcations amounting to Rupees 665-5-7 is the total
of Sevoy Jamma cultivation never brought to account. I sent Clerks and others suddenly to
yillages which there were reasons to suspect. Their instructions were to bring the Curnams with

all their accounts, sealed just as they found them, On weeding them out [ found that cultivation
to the above amount had not been brought to account ; but that the Curnams, according to native
oustom, had seeretly kept true accounts. In some cases no Sevoy Jamma cultivation had 11,,”
credited to Government, in others a false account for s smaller sum had been rendered. The
suddenness with which they were pounced upon had given them no time to conceal these
proofs. The Curnams concerned have besides given written statements admitting the correct-

ness of the accounts on which my list was based. In some cases collections have been made from 5
ryots on account of such concealed Sevoy Jamma. A portion of this has also been eredited in. :
" the taluq collection accounts although it was oot included in the Sevoy Jamma beriz. In-

! ]

o o

the effect that the cultivation accounts in the Chingleput Talug are closed with reference to the
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1877 2ud 1278, In some instances the ryots had paid over 2
LS o Sty A s e 5 A B s over and
the settlement taclf, henco thore was excess colleation in thoss yoara. There. wi also overPeY.

will be seen that nothing more than this sum has been added to the demand. .

' made in 1273. In view to 8 refund of these the Tahsildars w called up
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furth idati :

convii:!;i:l:u:vl:: :;t:izzdth; ; ’:;femem I enclose a Calendar of the Session Court in which &
PR AR a e il 0; h;a very fraud.. Had all ,my sabordinates been honest with an
large staff to have 08!’ri{3d a.t x:i“ instead of Sama Row, and had [ possessed a sufficiently
be small doubt that a like ::att ef“me pibtows in S TGS, simultaneously, thers ca.n
was, when the Curnams saw wh:toha«?:te?“dwoul‘d-have ki - liglzt inge ly @i ghere, 421
was made of all criminatory documents. n done in the villages mentioned in my list a clean sweep

- H |
the g«nuine::s:ag: ‘:I\’th:n(ﬁla't BeLe "‘l?h.e Board wonld be glad to know what proof the y
it B ol b B et o paragraph 23.” The lists mentione? 1
running across the dry bed :.obtmned in the manner above mentioned. A woman wag found
away with certain accounts Dca t?nk'. On being accosted it turned out that she was making
no puryose for which the n;nmo::mms that the handwriting is andisputed and that tbere ¥
FARSGERY, reeeipﬁ; m’d iy ve been made except the one which they purport to serve, ViZes
Btided ik Minadtatic “th“'_'““'e“‘f of large sums of money embezzled by the Notagar m.nd
keeping of such ace oun;;s es, their genuineness and authenticity may be fairly ‘assumed, The strict
native character, and th’ s Of'tho O e transactions, is quite in accordance with the

; ’ e custom is notorious.

ings :::ierv:r:;l;:f;r:m to the Bosrd's remark, in the latter part of paragraph 4 of their Procecd-
ot Rup(;eu ot ave the honour to state that the following will show how I satisfied mY |
is exhibired il) % 'no“' or.d‘:: lm" a ‘reﬁt Pm of i‘, refermd toin pamgupb?ﬁ of my report’ WhiCh
o "‘m tin Beuht Calloation; aud Balance account as lisble to be writte”
R fol:"th' ";r:l"_ »Demand ' io that statement. The entry of the note regarding
in Fusly 1279, th ‘; ¢ time appears in the Demand, Collection, and Balance aceount of July
Fusly 1279, then the amount entered was Rupees 3,927-11-3, which hae sinice been raised t0
Rupees 4,177. There is nothing in the talug accounts to show h i these
figures. - s ; ‘ bt ow the Clerks arrived at
11, ‘Extensive remissions for waste snd withered crop wore given in those famine years of
ahove their settled revonue befcr®

ve is of

ment in 1279 by a fow ryots through mistake. According to the talug accounts N 3
ROl g - L NN According to the talug accounts Nos. 5 and &
;::mmn& R S to Rupees 946, These ueeuoollbolmm shoul
she Taluq Manu e r‘“'g‘jfﬂ':i uniler that head in tho Setflement Accounts No. 24-D of
A collgohon e i &, 7“""‘_ g bas, however, been so included on account of land revemfo

5232 “Ax m the excess colleotions prior to lm, Rllpoﬁ 604 hsva been cred;ted under

the orders of the Collector under & new head called ** Current Miscellaneous ” in the Demand,

 Collection, and Balance statement of June 1278. This is the result of the adjustment of the

village and talag collecton accoun by the Collctr up o the end of 1276.

Wby P to refusal of remission by Mesrs. Baobary sad Hutching in 1273 for vet land
J4fb. Wkt pad it aubesgpiend grant. of full remission for the same by the Board, there was 3
considerable amount of excess collection in that year. The Government afterwards ordered that

 balf the assessment of the said waste should be charged, and this was carried to account a3 Sov*Y

w‘mﬁ i = ld, Souis TR Fat already paid for the waste charged by Moesr®
Bakbusy st Bobibisfied pen to pay balf the assessment for tho sume waste uader the orde"s
of Government. All thess things caused confusion in the collection accounts, which were, there- |

~fore, examined in 1277 by the Collector, sud the result was, as alrcady stated, the crediting of
Rupess 604 in the Demand, Collestion, and Balanee acsount of m'cdﬁnmgw " Thus, it

14. 1 beg to offer a few remarks regarding the “excess colleetions re apparently

- smaller sums wherever there iz a discrepancy

= =T
SR Nes
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ildar was not, bowever,ﬁ_;éassédi by the Oollector, probably

The one sent by the late Chingleput Tahs
In this the Tahsildar has recommended tbhat Rupees

owing to suspicion of its eorrectness, ,
1,124-12-4 shoald be refunded as excess colleetion and that Rupecs 1,619-13-3 should be written

off, as the latter amount was merely double payment that certain ryots had to make for Sevoy
Jamma for 1274 under the Government Order for the very waste for which they had paid in
1273, and that it would have merely to be refunded to them as excess collection of 1273
althongh it would have to be recovered from them immediately afterwards as Sevoy Jamma

balance for 1274.

15. 'There is no proof to establish the correctness of this account beyond doubt. The

original villagewar accounts on which this list was based are ot forthcoming. Notices were issued
to ryots and villagers during the late settlement to prove their claims for the refund recommended
in the list. Only twenty-two persons appeared and proved overpayment of Rupees 276-10-5
in 1273, of which sum . Rupees 213-9-3 is outstandinz against them as balance for 1274. They
are, therefore, entitled fo a refund of Rupees 3.1-2 if the arrear is written off as recommended
below. No attempt at proof was made by the rest. There are discrepancies between the excess
collections and the balance of Sevoy Jamma for 127} as entered in the Tahsildar's list and
those as handed down by the Village Curnams. The character of the Talugq Clerks concerned
in preparing these accounts Was doubtful, to say the least. All these circumstances cast suspicion

on the correctness of the accounts.

16. With regard to Rupees 1,619-13-3 0
rrectness mi

f Sevoy Jamma for 1274, however, the disere-
y be assumed. Bosides, a hope was held out to

the defaulters that this sum would be written off. To avoid trouble and confusion in future

1 propose to recommend remission of this balance as it now stands in the village accounts, taking
between the Tahsildar’s former list and the

The balance thus calculated amounts to

pancies are fewer, and its general o

Curnam’s account as given in the late getilement.
Rupees 1,511-8-5, which I recommend to be written off. : ,,

17. Asregards the Rupees 1,124-12-4 recommended by the late Tahsildar to be refunded,
I beg to obgerve that, as stated in paragraph 15, claims for’ the refand of Rupees 63-1-2 alone
have been proved. I recommend that this som may ba refunded and that the remainder should
not be paid unless each individual case is satisfactorily proved.

18. The fifth paragraph of the Board's order will be noticed further on among my proposi-
tions for protecting ourselves against fraud for the future.

19. In regard to the gixth paragraph of the Board's Proceedings, 8 ocarious proof of the
caution with which we must receive Mr. Blair's assertions as to the non-existence of fraud
except in Chingleput was found on an examination, necessarily very cursory, of the Madurantakum

accounts.

20. The cusbah village of Madurantakam is one of the most flourishing in the distriet.
There are almost invariably two, and sometimes three, crops in a fusly. In Fusly 1274 we find
Government credited with only one, next fusly (1275) there were three, but then the third was,

a8 usual, not charged for.

91. Examination proved that the lands had been caltivated in Fusly 1276 2 second time ;

but exemption from assessment was obtained by the very simple expedient of carrying this
cultivation to the accounts of the next fusly, which is credited with three crops accordingly, one
of them being &b. The average second crop in Madurantakum is nearly Rupees 1,500 accord- :
ing to the accounts of a series of years. I was, however, able to prove by an examination of
numbers a sum of Rupees 479 14-8 only as lost to the true revenne of Fusly 1275, An exami-
" nation of the accounts of Fusly 1277 proved & further loss of Rupees 120-11-5 in the same way.
The real loss must, however, have been much greater. W U Rl TR gl
99. This trick may bave prevailed in other Jarge villages also. T think I discovered traces b9
of it in Ootramallore, Increased inspecting ggency, a8 noticed lower down, is the only rsmedy' 4
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23. The examinati
mation
of the accounts of other talugs which it was possible to mgke

disclosed no such
gross frauds as have been perpetrated in Chingleput. But t

his examiuatiou

was necessarily fa
y far from close and searching, a few days only being occupied in each.

24. 'rhe ) ] .
nly new kind of frand discovered since the date of the last

report i8 in the

remission of withered

; "

Fusly 1278 That was ;Zzsogsl:avff in Chinglepat, which occurred after the aunual sotement o
e * famine”" years in this district. Full remission for waste a1

"withered crop was gi
P given at the settlement. “In many villagcs a percentage rcmisgion of

gesess-

ment of lands on whi
ich the crop was standing or had been cut was also given on the ground

that there would b
e less than a full yield. Insome of such lands the crops afterwards wi

thered

and full remission had i
ace ' be gran
that only the difference (:ed:gl’ peind RS L it ot =
granted was remitted. By dis:::d'the - a.ssmmem and the pereentage reaiission” lrex)
jence of this order in certain cages Governmont lost Rupee?

216-12-10 in the following villages :—
RS

2 ::}::s:’ wti:);:xehCmams of which they were in league. Tk; conffused statéof sl the
counts to which we have access and the destruction of othbrs make it impossible to follo™

gepatate sum. , Two instauces will suffice, ey
e -

A

Narapakum 3 B X
Kalattur ... .. . g o VO i s N R
i Pooyiluppai ... MO ATRAE | R 2 11
Manambodi . ... g et G TR
e e g ST i e 0 310
ot RN Hl k. sl R L TS, i g4 0
~ Paranur ... g A . .:. gion L., ARk e -.f :lg ;
: B o i .:_—“‘:*.r’ t
25. : R ey Total .. 216,12 T0°
¥ PeOp'feh:, f::;d sanononet.i the wn.tmg off of this sum on tHb settlement report of 3 279. 'The
4 ave used this to their own ‘d’mhn b"_’ l‘g,ilfc‘ng the bll&l%é otmkﬂ'n other

.

(a) Tn Kalattur the Tahsildar (since dead) R i ’ﬁ,hw settloment

| ;; ?;-:mi‘t]ted to the amount of Rupees 391-13-0. Deducting percentage remidndn
, already granted on the same numbers, the real amount Was Bupe:m

withered crop list (Dab) shows that the *Village Officers actually made the deduction an
Goom‘ast.ah. Appu

for the smaller sum only. When it came to the talug, however, the Cultivation

?Sl(now ::1 jail), ve-placed the larger sum, the remission of which the Tahsildar reco
granted. As the acconnts of thé village have béen fraudulently destroyed it is D06 know

bow much remission the villagers actually received,

'Vhic!(:b;)ithﬁe;h:ﬁ'::hg:. £ Poo’“"pp“i.n“w 118-11-7 was the assessment on la
¢ settlement. Rupees 20-10-11 bad previously been granted as 8 per-cen"f

8 e -
ge remission. The Curnam deducted this sum ; but the Talug Clerk procured

of Rupees
352-10-1. The
dapplied

mmende
n

nd the crops 08

the remission 0

;::mhn‘. ::‘ FEAL I Srnat e -‘,fd’” balance in the village of Rupees 118-11-7 under the head ©
quit-rent for 1278, while there was no such thing in it but only a balance of Rupee?

adication of the manner io whic

97. The above examples give ani
ns of the aceounts.

to obtai . " i3 ¢
4 btain possession of the fruits of their malversabio
yond all doubt to have been defalcated are—

Sevoy Jamma or cultivation after settlement ...
Fraudulent excess remission of withered erop after settlement...
Interest ... 4Z

Fraudulent omission in totaling beriz -

98. Out of this total of Rupees 1,620-8-7, Rupees
erson g o 4 b

P s noted in statement A. You will find that I recommend tha

* Vids paragrapt collected from the late
aragraph 6 of my report, No. 303, dated : o -
eport, No. 393, dated 3%  paragiah.* He jointly Wit

Mudali (the then Sheristadar) an
the Village Officers “and ryots concerneds

lie ryots can prove pay

September 1870,

1-] b} 3 . . .
(the then Head Goomastah) should refund Rupees 32 ;
P Whe remainder; Rupecs 1,012-15-1. Whenaver s
icers should, of course, be held responsible.”
" »
Y ~9-f There is a sum of Rupees 80-7-0 of road cess, due on Ruap
Jammi D% &1 an - 3
o '_T Ofr 1277 and 1278, the collection of which [ do not recomme
ant of tr 4 g :
of pcuile_ ouble: It is a total of almost impalpable su
& .30' Kalattur and other villages lying near (hingleput were
b ‘;F‘O" of the frauds as far as they bave been detailed. 1regret tha
i '_“l"“ they must have been much greater thm i
m?l.ly of the aceounts of these villages have been cone
Wluch ought to be in the taluq record-room, have been
P :
ear scrutiny of the accounts of a series of years was, therefore,

& k31. Talug Goomastahs Lutchminarasiah and Appu Row, |
Nerk Venkata Row, and Sheristadar Parthasarady Mudali are t
most concerned. The fi et and second were convicted of forgery
h.ﬂv? been dismissed, but not prosecuted. As you are aware,
vietion of the first-named owing to the miserable state of the accoa
was b:nsed —a state of confusioh, it must be remembered, in which ¢t
kept in order to ensure the sncoess of the frauds.

32. Besides the total sum of Rupees 1,620-8-7 mentioned above, the
of village accounts made at the last settlement

.1-4* is due in certain
aftd & further sum of
tal of sums standing
be due ; Day,
ase the cooked balance Was more
dingly be strack off.

the late Chingleput officials
sequently

L]
Thi;“mounb must be re-credited in the talug accounts as
o
¢

i.n the Taluq Account No. 9R.]) against villages whose agcoun
in some cases a refund is required for overpayments. In one ¢
than the total beriz of the village. Rupees 675-11-3 must accor

33. It may appear rather sfrange that persons of the stamp of
should decrease the balance in certain villages 1o the exten

ms in nnas or pice due

t has been possible to prove.
ealed, and the portions relating to them,
fraudulently destroyed or
impossible.

Head Accountant Venkata Row,

alg fonnd to have been .

b Oﬁ(ﬁ
the rest

by the Session Court 3
the High Court reversed the con-
ats on which tha
hese accounts were purposely

ghows that Rupees 1,5

villages in excess of the balance standing against them in the talug accounts,

Rupees 675-11-3 was found tobe a false balance, that is to say, it is the to
ts show nothing to

t of Rupees 1,568-1-4 and con

.

h the talug officials managed

The amounts proved

R8. As Fe
897 13

216 12 10
130 4 2
375 10 4

1,134-3-3 ghould be recovered from the
Rupees §9-4-2 shonld be
Talug Clerk, Tatchmi-

h Parthasarady
d Vencata Row

ment the Village

ces 2,574<1-10 of Sevoy
ad as it would ent il an

from hundreds

the chief field for the perpe-
¢ there is too much reason to

For, instance,

abstracted. A?

t conviction

detai}ed examination

93-[‘-11‘ of land revenue. :

96. The excess remission thus fraudulently obtained, viz , Rupees 21 9.10, must bav®

: ’ e deducted from the beris other villaged i

f.'-'&':"’"i - Pl Tt % 14 o but as some of the colloction accounts are B0
. T T DT M9 fogemingibis impossitle 0 VRO the fn::;

Total. 13813 ¢ QOply R 158-12-0 of this, a8 8bOY® in
y Rupees & st16d the fraud

_nngin.mbnmmdﬁom tbovm;ponwurmn._'-mcnpmhusdn £
<nd Turaished a lst of defuulters from whom 3 “hould bo levied. The dismiseed Qlerk (Venks
Row) might be held responsible for the rest ; but I would not recommend such 3 course.

. eollections would proportionately

forego the fruits of their deceptions. The ineident becomes less anintelligible when it is remem-
bered, first, that in some villages it has been found that certain cultivation Was mpﬁressed
altogether in the talug accounts, and gecondly that the omission from the demand of the excess
decrease the balance. ‘ diee

34. The Arrcars Accounts No -98.1) for a series of years have been scrutinized. The result
has proved it to be quite anreliable- ‘Balances have been ereated, increased, and decreaged ab

pleasure. In &om
o

b cases although there were 1o collections in certain villages the balances mys-
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teriously decreased ; again, in others they were equally capriciously increased. In some cases 2
balance was created in excess of the demand. These shifts were evidently resorted to in order t0
conceal the frauds which were going on, or the results of former ones.

35. The accounts Nos. 5 and 6-C, showing the demsnd, collection, and balance of each
village, current and arrears, when compared with No. 28-D show frequent discrepancies.

36, It has accordingly been found impossible to place any reliance on the talug collection
acoounts or to trace any more frands by means of them ; indeed, the very goomastah who prepared
them would now be unable to give any explanation. He has, in his fear of detection, altered and
confused them 8o often that he lost all control of the figures. A great ¢ deal of valuable time has,
I regret to state, been wasted in attempts to make something out of the confussion ; but the result
‘has been that we have been. oompell ed to fall back on such of the village accounts as were available
 gor what of truth has been elicited in the matter of collections. One thing is certain, nothing can
be done to reohfy the confuswn of the pm Smct order and regulmty mnst-be enfomd in
future.

7 m“ more lﬂetﬂlaﬂtv or fnud has Go be hm'e noticed. The ssseument on withered
erop in the cultivation after jummahbundy in Fuslies 1277.,1278 and 1279 hu been remitted by
the Talug Goomastah Appu Row himself, evidently without even r.heawhomx’of the Tahsildar, who
s mdtﬂave given oral orders on the subject. This is said to have been done from custom. The
Sub-Collector was not aware of the practice. No Dabs were furnished and no orders obtained for
"""“"*8 the mouey from him. The sums ﬁu remitted in 1277, 1278, and 1279 amount to
Rupees 794.7-10. How much of these was true and how tmuch false cannot now be said.
The character of the goomullh “does idt furnish much Mnutea as to the getmmeneu  of these.

_ eimms. 'Ehe ptwtme. hmm Mﬂﬁwlrm the nb—d Ym
ervmknm o!‘ t«'be mﬁﬁ mabhsh-
olmkmg ehomsonn‘tc of this
; The com-

s i P

mqm 8
: od

‘ | ng entir on by the M w in conseguence becors
the Mim;mﬁm& dhty of the iu;mem, and ‘absorbs nearly ﬂl their time. Scrutiny (Tankei)
- of the accounts anﬂ examination of cultivation in this dmﬁ'ict bave deganeratcd into a name ;

the deplorable state oi canfn?o and tempmmn to fraud which the

hcﬂnu a g’e&t extent the
3~mdﬂedhwmhttoh¢ht

Ty, |h ould, mth:r"mms for the xnmduetmn of the new uulme!t wmn&a:::am tbhdnstx::s
4Fds E
= ',;h the view of paying the Momgau and Muniift. ’Kc m:ldzhan mﬁw’ﬁhﬂx’%ﬂvﬂ% A

Vo ‘”‘m O'GPJWW pelled to pay mm attanuon to the menne

eatabhahment must be very

it may be relieved of a great mass
Ry, o nf juﬂ;:-g °:“n b im much more “mfa.ctonly, and at o very small additional

Treasury Deputy Collector.

tw only, cither that |
done in one of two ways SRR whi ch, ‘a8 far a8

e
A

R

of accounts from the talugs to the Huzur,

1V. 1 refer to the transfer of the cldssification
for the conclusion already arrived

and approach the spbject with diffidence and with all respect
at by the Board on Mr, Lilly's recommendations,

The amount of bad work, the immensity of correspoudence, and the multiplicity of fines
and annoyances inflicted on the talug establishment are at present more than, I believe, i8
generally known ; the Account branch is consequently unpopular, and the work is, as far as
I can see, done badly and without heart or emergetic interest, 1 receive no return of the
correspondence of my Tahsildars with the Deputy Collector ; but a statement of that correspond-
ence for the last years would be a rather instructive docament. Take this part away, make it
compulsory on the Tahsildar every evening to denpatch an unclassified account of all the trans-
actions of the day, and I believe the Account branch in every talug might be made respectable.
One or two Accountants in the Treasury Deputy Collector's office under the eye of the Head
Accountant, and with the addition of such occdsional assistance as might be necessary and could
be easily afforded, would be able to classify the whole of the accounts of the six talugs which
compose this district,

Another benefit to be derived from this plan is the p
tampering in the taluq with the chittahs, ete., such as has given so much trouble in Chingleput
and prevails elsewhere also. I had to deal with a case in Madarantakum only last May.

The time will come when the taluq establishments must be re-modelled to suit the altered
conditions of work and its immense increase since they were sanctioned on their present scale.
For the present, however, the adoption of the three recommendations above made will lead to a
sensible improvement and will render frand much more difficult. They will ensure, first, that
work is better done because the amount required from each man will not be excessive ; second,
that the inspecting outdoor ageney shall be a reality ; and third, that the Account Department
of the taluq shall have no exeuse for lax sapervision or omissions and irregularities, for which
they are now ever ready to cite the present state of things as an exeuse.

Frauds in Sevoy Jamma, for instance, eannot escape detection if the outdoor establishment,
Properly Nperused. is not overworked. Another check which I propose on it is that the sccounts
of caltivatio thesemementhnbmttcd by the Tahsildar to the Divisional Officer for scrutiny
by his %éﬁi‘wiar Jjust in the same way as is done with that before b

Onie or two points of detail also suggest themselves.

: V. The Interest Account No. 11-B of the Talug Manual is not now kept. Tt should be

revived as a check on account No. 1-B.
VL. Curnams should be compelled to file copies of the following accounts in the talug
record-room within one month after they are duo :— 3

atent one of its preventing all

R No.
Cultivation Account ... oo v ser v o e e L
Adangal Account 2, T AT, AR et (9 5y |
[0 51T TR R R G 1 AR Tt e R
Individual Collection Account 'l.‘nndal) e S L S
Sevoy JAMMA ... wes  sem sss i mer see gup ees XVL
Village Accounts LR AT Dl e LI ARG RN -

The rule is that Curnams are to file the mgmals there within one year. Experience shows
21:& dm practice this rule is not gmerglly oburnd. and where observed is not suﬁc:ent to prevent
udis
VIL. The creation of an monht of all sources of land revenue, showing the demand,
collection,” and balance as well as excess colleetion of each village, to be submitted annaally with
the settlement accounts to mcmmmim-cm in order that they may satisfy themselves
that the excess collection is fully credited.
VIIL. To prevent frauds such as thltdimmd st Madurantakem and referred to in para-
graph 21 of this report, a rule that whm four crops are raised in a village within two years two
of them should be aradmd to ue‘h of the two years, .




J

" be remitted, and that Rupees 121
" Latchminarasiah and Rupees 1,013 from ryots, oT)

IX. All the important cash chittahs and accounts in talugs should be written in durably
bound books, the pages of which should be wumbered and stamped with the seal of the Collector 0T
his Deputy. I refer in especial to the receipt, disbursement, and Shroft’s chittahs. The contrast

_ between the care and cxpense that has been incurred in, for instance, the Account Department of

Courts, and the confusion and neglect to which the far more important taluq accounts are relegated,
cannot fail to strike the most careless observer. :

X. 1 recommend with reluctance, because without hope of sanction, the apﬁointment of Ay
Record-kegper on Rupees 25 per mensem. Till that is done, confusion, fraud, and irregularity in
the talug records can never be entirely stopped.

40. The gist of my proposals in regard to the sums treated of in this report is (@), that

altogether Rupees 2,273 be written off; (& ), that Rupees 1,134-3-8 be credited to the accounts and

collected from officials, Village Officers, and ryots; (e), that Rupees 1,568-1-4 be added to the sum
of the demand to prevent the fraudulent reduction of the balance againat the talug; (d), thas

mqma 63-1-2 be refunded to ryots; (e), that any refunds or credits for payment which may be

proved to be required hereafter be treated separately as they come to notice and be reported
specially for sanction; (f), that the note under the Demand, Collection, and Balance statement
referred to in my paragraph 10 regarding an alleged excess collection, Rupees 4,177, be expunged.

41. This report has already, in the effort to give every information, been 80 expanded that

sy & not feel justified in more than alluding to & revision of the Village and Talug Manuals. There
_are, however, reasons to ‘believe that these require revision,
investigation in regard to their working

which, if made after inquiry and
in other districts, would ensure the jovornment against
frands which the experience of the years elapsed since their publication has shown may be perpe-

" trated in spite of the forms contained in them as tl:‘byrmﬁd at present.

' (signed) R W.BARLOW,
R  Aecting Collector.

Txs Acting Sub-Collector, Mr. Crole, has discovered defaleations to the
following extent in the taluq of Chingleput:— : ‘
\ ' ' R R .,n’pj,‘; e X
 Extra cultivation after settlement not brought to account - ... 807 13 3
Romissions fraudulently obtained twice over for the same lands... . 216 12 10
Folult ndirooralilod -1t b S ALT sl vt i £ 1l 4. 2
Mdnlantomilﬁminmﬁn&ml’! Lase ‘_‘*.---'_‘.'l"-‘?'f, T 4 ..f.‘ : 37&10 4
o AN sl e, 8 T
to belong to Fuslics 1275 to 1278, though the fact is
398 of the total amount have been oollectad by the
the Collector proposes that

S PR s 13 Bt ) -f-}

Ratad sl

9. These items appear

s preas] stated. Rupees ‘
gy of the remaining 1,292 Rupees

‘ d - - . -
Sﬂb-CouggtO;' ’r::d cess on extra cultivation consisting of very trifling items, and
) remission fraudulently obtained twice over, should

Rupees 78 being 8 e 4 should be collected from the dismissed Clerk

if they prove payment, from the

N >

3. The Board accede to the proposal to remit 80 Rupees above mentioned ;
but they do not see why the other amount, viz., Rupees 78, should also be remitted.
With regard to the Rupees 121 proposed to be collected from Latchminarasiah,
the Board deem it expedient that only the amounts due from him on his puttah land
and falsely credited in the accounts should be recovered from, him. The
remainder which he is said to have embezzled can only be recovered by a civil
action, and the amount is too small to be worth the trouble. With reference to the
Rupees 1,013 which the Collector proposes to collect from the ryots, or, if they
prove payment, from the Village Officers, the Board consider it unfair to enforce
payment for concealed cultivation which took place five or six years ago, and for
Whi(fh probably the ryots did pay their dues though it may be difficult for them to
prove payment at this distance of time. The Board, therefore, direct that such
sums as relate to Fusly 1278 and to subsequent fuslies, if any, be alone recovered
In the manner proposed by the Collector. o e

4, In the Taluq accounts, which scem to have been kept in the most irregular
manner, a false balance of Rupees 67 5.11-3 has been shown ngainst villages whose
accounts prove that nothing is due from them, while in the case of several other
villages the true balance is found to exceed the balance represented in the accounts
by Rupees 1,568. The object in making these false entries appears to have been to
ereate confusion in the accounts and thereby facilitate frauds. In order that the
accounts may be set right, the Board direct that, as proposed by the Collector, the
sum of Rupees 675-11-3 be written off and the sum of Rupees 1,568 be added to
the Demand. :

i 5 . Another -flfaudulent entry appears in the Deniand, Collection, and Balance

o Statement sent by the talug. A sum of Rupees 4,177 is entered as excess collections

remissions having been granted long after the settlement. All that is on record is an
account sent some time ago by the Tahsildar, now deceased, which shows that Rupees
2,475 wero overcollected, that Rupees 1,125 have to be refunded to the ryots,
and that Rupees 1,620 have to be written off the accounts for Fusly 1274. These
ﬁgnres, for which no individual particulars are given, not corresponding with those
1n t.he Curnam’s account now produced, all the old accounts having been either
falsified or lost, the Sub-Collector called upon the ryots concerned to prove excess
payment. They.succeeded in proving overpayments to the ext®ut ouly of Rupeeg
63-1-2, which alone, subject to the sanction of Government, the, Board direct to
be refunded. Instead -of the Rupees 1,620 indicated in the Tahsildar’s account
the Sub-Collector proposes to write off Rupees 1,154, at which figure he has arrived
by comparing the Tahsildar’s accounts with those now produced by the Curxiax;i
tu}d taking the smaller figure wherever the two differed. The Board resolve to
dircct that the whole of such amount as is represented by the Curnam’ accounts
now produced to have been left in arrears in Fusly 1274 in consequence 'uf?::i.

collections in the preceding fusly be tréated as irrecoverable and Gt bl i 6

list to be written off submitted with the next jummahbundy report.
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eonﬁderedagain when the taluq establishments are revised.

the Aecting Collector’s suggestions in paragraph 18 i
_the filing of certain village accounts in the Talug Cutcherry, anamey‘wm accord-
Cingly be adopted. = e X '

exempted without special inquiry and sanction by the

ERi 6. Mr. Crole, who doservas miuch eredit for thié tronble he has taken in clear-

ing up théde cases, is not satisfied that similar frauds do not exist elsewhere. He
will carefully éxamine the accounts of the Madurantakum and Conjeveram Talugs
and report any defalcations he may discover therein.

7. The Board will now notice the several measures proposed by the Sub-

Collector for prefeﬁtmg frauds such as those now brought to light.

8. Increase of Tulug Establishmenis—The Collector of Tanjore recently
addressed the Board on the same subject. They have called upon all Collectors to
report on the matter. ’ i g o

9. Classification of the Accounts in the Huzoor instead of at the Tulug.—The Board
observe that this question has been fully considered and disposed of in their Pro-
coedings No. 886, dated 28th February 1871, which have been approved of by
Government in their Order dated 20th March 1871, No. 486, It will, however, be

Juge Uess Act should be introduced into Chingleput before g weysiine
lage y urge upon the Director of
survey and settlement of the

11.  Piling of the VH&;‘W& carly in the Talug.—The Board approve of
gestions in paragraph 18 of his letter with reference to

of the Tnterest Account, No. 11 of the Tulug Manual.

IR 0l v

is 1_2. The _?cm'pnl

& T

agree with the Sub-Collector in thinking that these accounts ought to be submi

before the jummah-

< igional Oficers just as the accounts of ecultivation .
to the Divisiona cers just as it be oided in

bundy. The omission has been wrong, and the Board direct
futare. : ' s e : .
14, Submission of the Demand, Collection, and Balance Statement for each Vil-

luge.~The Board do not see the necessity of the Tahsildar annually gubmitting

accounts of the d-mand, eollection, and balance of each village to the Cogzt;;:::
It will be sufficient if the accounts ia the talug be periodically examined by

tors and their Assistants. ; , B :

15, Tidug Cash Chittahs and Accounts to be enteredin durably bound books, numberé
o ' ' — d observe that this prop .
and stamped with the Collector's seal. The Board observe that this Pro

already been sanctioned and carried into effoct. | e g .

16, For the Mon of frands which exemption of the third crop |

A } : : . s athirdm‘ol)b’"
assessment has given rise to, the Bouard direct that in future no s A

settlement.

—This

17. A copy of these Proceedings will be submitted to Government with a
request that the refund of Rupoes 63.1-2 referred to in paragraph & may

sanctioned,
(Trae Copies and Extract.) :
: To the Chisf Secrstary to Government, Revenue Departmenk‘-;
‘j ,» the Director of Revenue Settlement. }.
" &+, the Collector of Chingleput. =Y L
& i ow the Accountant-General. «3 ’f'#
. il e _,?
//'g o
- " f__ ! -vj“&/‘
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