PR I’rocecdmﬂs of t/ae Madras Government, Revenue Department,

- Oth September 1872

No 57. Read the followmrr letter from the Ofﬁcmtmo‘ Inspector of Forests, to the

- Secretary to Government, Revenue Department Fort St. George, dated_ ‘

: Ootacamund 2nd September 1872, No. 1,432 :—

AceeEaBLY to G. O. No. 1,155 of 2nd August 1872, I proceeded w1th the
Collector of Malabar to select the land for the formation of Teak Plantatxons at
Amrapolhum and on the banks of the KurrapO) a River.”

2. At Amrapolhum we selected about 500 acres of supenor land on both

"banks of the stream and adjoining the young Teak Plantation whlch we have
;agreed to purchase.

3. At Kurrapoya we have selected about 4 000 acres of very superior land

"bounded on the south and west by small streams which run into the Kurrapoya.
On the east the boundary is partly a small stream which runs into the Kurra--
~.poya; the line is then continued due south until it cuts the small stream forming

the southern boundary On the north a line runs from the eastern boundary

_ gtream until it cuts the western boundary'stream. We have- been careful to
- select natural boundanes, such as rivers and streams with ample water frontage,
ib\’,and in no case wxll the dragging to the water  exceed three-quarters of a mxle -7
» Arough sketch map of the ground is being prepared by Mr. Maco'reo'or ' '

7 4. 'The Outlme of the agreement- may be summed up as follows —The Eda-
~'wannah Ra;ah for the sum of 80,000 Rs. agrees to make over to Government on the

~ following wndxtums, 4,500 ‘ucres- of forest-laud ‘a8’ per” mgncd«plana, for ‘teak = T
- planting purposes, and about 100 acres of planted teak, averaging ‘ten yearsin. .
' ‘age. The Rajah of Edawannah to keep open all existing roads, to supply bamboos -
st the rate of 2 Rs. per 100; the Rajah to stop all felling of timber at once;/
" " the Government to pay an annual quit-rent of 100 Rs. as an acknowledgment of - .

the j Jenml right; “the Rajah to be allowed three dragging roads 12 feet wide, and

- a timber depdt on each side of the ford on the Kurrapoya. This agreement to :

Tast for 999 years.
5. Itisvery advisable that Mr. Macgregor be authorized to pay the Rajah

@ sum of, say, 60,000 Rs. down at once; otherwise we shall lose in timber

felled, and the Rajah will lose in interest to be paid, which cannot be less than

. "1 000 Rs. a month. The balance of 20,000 Rs can be patd on the executlon of

the deed of sale. D

6. The land lies'in two separate blocks d1stant from each other seven mlles

7. It was thought at one time that bamboo land should be purchased, as_so '
- amauy tracts of bamboo have seeded that floating threatened to become a difficulty. = -
. It would be better for us to plant bamboos regularly along the banks of all -
. streams ; these when grown up would serve a double purpose : they would prevent - .
~ erosion of the banks, and supply floating materials for years to come. Saplings when
- felled ‘require to be delivered on the coast at once, or they deteriorate; these
- require bamboos; but large timber can be floated after 18 months, and requlres no -

‘bamboos.
8. It is very des1rable that a laroer kind of bamboo shquld be grown, and
seed mmht be obtained from Burma and China. Besides the advantage of obtain-

ing a supenor kind of bamboo for ﬂoatmrr purposes, we should obtain a better prico . .
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" at Cahcut There isa kmd of bamboo grown in Chma called the l\fow Chok It |
"is said to be Very aupenor, of gigantic size, and great stren«rth. “Some of this seed ‘}
. would be very valuable ; it might be tried at; Nellumboor in Wynaad and on the

slopes of the hills. I am not aware of the elevation and latxtude it grows in ¢

d % China, as they have many varieties of the bamboo, some growmrr as far as 40 ;
- - north’ latitude.’ ; 8o very ; superior is” the soil” and climate’ onithe ~ Kurrapoya {
; .that bamboos ‘must succeed there, - Vo T e
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. oo "He mlI communicate mth the Supermtendent of Revenue Survey in’
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