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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
23rd August 1872.

Read again G. O. on Tinnevelly Settlement, dated 8rd May 1872, No. 716.
Read also the following :—

- No. 214. Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 20th March 1871,

No. 1,206,

Read the following letter from R. K. PUCKLE, Esq., Collector of Tinnevelly, to
the Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated 14th December
1870, No. 612.
As requ}red in paragraph 2 of the Board’s Proceedings, No. 6,623, dated
12th November 1870, I have the honour to report the arrangements proposed for
fixing a definite charge on-palmyras in certain cases for a certain term of years.

2. I have given the subject some consideration for years past, and while
working out settlement data I prepared a detailed scheme for redeeming tree-tax
by purchase on each separate field throughout an entire taluq (Tenkasi). This
purchase scheme, however, forms no necessary part of the present arrangement
for fixing the charge for a term of years, though the Government may, perhaps,
feel disposed to sanction it as an alternative, and permit those who are willing
to do so to redeem the tree-tax, and so free their lands from the encumbrance of
all but the legitimate land-tax.

3. For it must be remembered that the tax is imposed on all palmyra trees
in bearing in all ryotwary villages without regard to the fact of the land being
waste or cultivated, and without any regard as to the person by whom the trees
were planted. Thus the trees growing on private holdings or on Government
waste are charged alike, and the tree-tax on a given field is often much in excess
of the land-tax. The taxation of trees on puttah lands was abolished by order of

o Government throughout the Presidency

ride pogrol 1 f Bl of Qo in 1855, but Tianerelly and Salom

were made exceptions (as far as palmy-

ras were concerned) on account of the peculiar tenures under which the trees
were held, and the complicated interests affected.

4. There would, however, have been no greater difficulty then than now in
discriminating between the trees growing on puttah lands and owned by the Put-
tahdars, and those growing on puttah lands but belonging to other owners, or
between either of these cases, and that of trees growing on Government waste for
which no land puttah was given, had the subject been taken up thoroughly ; but
as, without going into these particulars, any general application of the Govern-
ment order would have involved large loss of revenue, and would have given away
without reason millions of valuable trees to the people who live by the trees and

y no other assessment to Government, the general consideration of the subject
was, I think, well deferred.

5. There are 5,000,000 of taxable palmyra trees, yielding a revenue of nearly
a lakh and a half of Rupees, this is at the rate of thirty trees per Rupee of revenue,
or about 5 Pies per tree. The revenue thus derived is slowly increasing, as the
following table will show, but its collection is attended with great inconvenience,
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and i: is a fruitful source of fraud and corruption on 'the part of the minor officials,
and of annoyance and vexation to the vﬂlggers - :
Nmber of Aﬁﬂeﬂment

omitting
i Falmyras. fractions.

Fusly.

1270... ... .| 41,64,000 | 1,
127L.. ... .. | 42,47,000 | 1.23.000
12720 Tk 43,19,000 1,26,000

1278... ... .. | 44,90,000 | 1.30.000 -
1274... ... .| 4555000 | 1.33,000
1275... ... .. | 45:85,000 | 1.34.000
1276... ... ... | 46,07,000 | 1.37.000
1277... ... ... | 46,20,000 | 1.40.000
1278... .. ... | 47,19,000 | 141,000
1279... .. .. | 48,74,000 | 1.45.000

= : R ——— Ry gL vl

6. The proposal to consolidate this charge is hailed with satisfaction by those
with whom I have conversed on the subject, and some idea of the inconvenience
attending the present system may be formed from a perusal of the following out-

line of the mode in which the tax is imposed :—
“ The trees are inspected once in three years, and are classed as Pilivadali
Vide paragraphs 27 to 31 of my report on the QR T sbove the ko g
Tenkasi Talug, No. 611, dated 6th Noyem- vadali when three years old, Kutuyadali
ber 1867, when five or six years old, and Peria-
vadali or Vadali from ten years old till
they become Oleivettu, a tree yielding leaves and fruit ; up to this stage they are
not taxed, though regularly brought to account, but as Oleivettu they pay 2}
Pies each in most cases, but the rates vary in different localities, and they con-
tinue thus paying for ever if not tapped for their juice. When tapped they are
divided into two classes, the male trees (Kattupanei) yielding toddy, and the
female trees (Paruvam) yielding both fruit and toddy ; the former are taxed at
5 Pies and the&tter at 10 Pies each,
7. There are four distinet classes of people for whom we must make "pro-
vision, viz, :— -
I.—The ryots who now pay a tree-tax for the trees scattered over their

holdings.
II.—The palmyra climbers who hold tree puttahs for trees on the ryots’

holdings.
IIL.—The palmyra climbers who hold tree puttahs for trees on the Govern-

ment culturable waste lands,”

IV.—The palmyra climbers who hold tree puttahs for trees on the Govern-

ment unculturable waste lands, such as road sides, tank banks, building sites, and
other spots required for public purposes :

8. Crass No. I.—With the first it is easy to deal. We have but to take this
year’s return of the tr?e-tax charged on each separate field, and rejecting frac-
tions of Annas and adding a trifle for growing seedlings, fix on a round figure
somewbat about the present assessment and declare that to be the tree-tax on the
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field or village for a period of thirty years. This plan I have worked out for two
villages with the consent of the parties concerned.

9. Vengana Samudram is a small village of 470 acres, lately purchased by
the Church Mission Society as an investment ; it consists of 16 acres of irrigated,
and 380 acres of- dry land, and 72 acres of immemorial waste (tank bed, village
site, roads, ete., etc.) Y

Scattered about on the fields are 469 palmyras, and on the immemorial waste
99 more, with several hundred seedlings coming on in various stages of growth, I
have spent a day in the village, and have made an arrrangement with the
Manager of the property (Rev. E. Sargent) that he shall pay a round sum of
10 Rs. per annum for a period of thirty years, with the option of redeeming this

ayment at twenty years’ purchase if permitted by Government, and that he
shall further be allowed to cut down or plant any number of trees he pleases with-

out any further charge. : fop
Amount agreed
on for redemp-
as Number of alr)rfggz?:egf tion of Tree-tax
nu:lli):iyof Palmyras Preser:t 00 | rrroe-tax for r:v?ffthir :t,
field. on it. eyl a petiod of | 50T f?“‘]' I
thirty years. [ Purehase of the
fixed tax shown
in Column 4,
i f 2 3 4+ 5
R As P, rs. A ».
14 ... 5 £ | a0
46 "ni- G 4 0 010 Ll -
DALt 2 0005 0.1
020 2 0 0 5 e
8% 3 =048 01 -0
B0 2 0 0.5 01 0
1 A RS 21 0 4 5 0 4 0
625t 87 ) ko - G TR
B7. sty 22 0 4 8 05 0 :
68T 28 0 511 0 6 0
IB o e 6 0.1 8 i L
Ff P, 43 0 9 1 0 90
¢ {: S 14 0 3 0 0 3 0
4 R 31 0 6 5 0. 70
79 5o o4 47 010 0 010 0 .
Bl sy oy 3 D0 -8 Pl 0
o2 s e 21 0 4 5 0:5:6-0
L 33 I L B0
o8 vk e 4 0 010 10
Ll AP T et 91 1. 844 e A
o R 99 s R T 390
Total... 568 91204 4 10 0.0 200 0 0

10. I have fixed on thirty years asthe term of lease, as that is the term
fixed by Government for a periodical revision of .settlements, and I have fixed
twenty years' assessment as the price of redemption, as the 90"3’““1?“* i
get 5 per cent, anywhere else for the money, and the direct gain of saving the

trouble of having a tree-tax to collect is so much a‘t‘dditional profit.

¢ ¢ ' ye
s dheame s S8 e 8 5 TR A
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11. The case of the second village is di : - SRl
Sl o o RO e St
seedlings scattered over the gravelly uplands on which little else than g!{m rai
are grown. These uplands were lately common property, but have npa g
sub—fhvxded and are held on puttah by the late shareholde’rs mostl B:::l s
Their 1z.md assessment is 4 Annas an acre, and though many sée dlin y & ml.ns.
on, which would under ordinary circumstances eventually be hgs defOOmxng
present tree-lax averages but an Auna and a half an acre ); Pro;o::gti ra(i):; t';h_"

. 1is

tax to the equivalent of the land i v
assess t i e g
years at 4 Annas an acre as under :— e s e giaeias for Thiky

Survey Niats R . d rriog
number Area, |land Assess- Baer Present | Tr e i
of fields ment, | O Pl | o gy oo Re
. myras. -tax. | 4 Annag per marks.
acre,
ACS, CT8. RB- A B RS, A
L 6-30 | T 801 % 1;8' ;' ¥
g‘}... 3 70 014 10 015 o &
30 e R LR 011 0
31... ‘;’ 23 815 i 1 0 0
.. ll 4
32... 5 138 s 011 0 +Growi 3
] ing seed ]
23 . 3 30 Fib R - 514 0 |f g lings
64... e ' 0'4 0
ot @ 71 0 210 7 0 3 0
66... \ 4?5 012 0 AT L 012 0
6. § i 82| 060
B... -
iy o 813 5 12002 6 812 0
78... 9 3 o§4 2651 0 5 6| 0 40
79... 3 50 0 52 41.2 8| 0 8 0
80... 3 f oo B 10| 014 0
1. sty soSilodaEdL s 3| 010 0
85 S D A L R B
87... B i g S | 0
4 0 510 M
Rg..n . 1 16 0 4 8 e .“ee . “on 0 6 0
R RER RS
o v i 0 8 8 “re .
gé 0 51 0 3 6 : e b2 Growing seedlings
‘é 21 0 8 9 ses e 0- 9.0 g seediings.
48... 38 | 015 8 k g .9
10]. 3 44- 013 5 e 2ee e gii 0
- 0
Total...| 74 16. | 18 6 11 |® g 6 4 7| 18 8 o

The peopl S 2,
people willingly agree to these terms, and would consider it a boon to

have the tree-tax thus fixed : th
o ; they do not at present wish to redeem it by pur-

12. Crass No. IL.— ;
uttah land; can l())e dIealtTv?'ilf%ae ﬁfpalmsrra s ajhers owning trees on the ry ots’
the first. The origin of th TR Way now proposed, very nearly as easily as
Jands aiready par:’]y “’an;;n:!r;;ly of & double puttah is two fold, in some cases
5 : frees have been granted by the Collector on

‘v

FWS AR,
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puttah without due inquiry or priority of option being accorded to the tree-owners
to take up the land on which their trees stood, and in others the landholders
themselves have vqluntarily resigned a percentage (usually from one-third to one-
half) of the trees on their lands to certain palmyra climbers, on the eondition
that the latter attended to the entire stock of trees on the land, and they have
further permitted these climbers to get tree puttahs made out in their names for
age of trees thus resigned. In either case the right of the tree-owner
stands good, and must be dealt with irrespective of the landholder, unless the
Jatter can buy him out. It will be as simple to deal with the tree-owner as with
the JJandholder, and commuting his flactuating assessment for a fixed annual
sumn  with reference to his present taxag‘on, and the number of seedlings
will be only a matter of detail, buf ve cannot confer on him the right to
o has now on another 1an’s land, nor would it be wise to
unless he red_g; s the assessment by purchase, as
1d the timber he might possibly throw up his

the percent

growing,
plant more trees than h
let him cut those he has now,
having cut down the trees and so
contract and leave that part of the country.

No. IIL.—The case of palmyra climbers owning trees on Govern-
ste without holding puttahs for the land is the most difficult of
¢ involves the question of the best mode of treating the great
from the mouth of the Tambrapurni to that of the
Nambiyar river, a distance of forty miles. This tract comprises 68 villages, and
will be specially reported on shortly when preparing my data for settlement. It
is, therefore, unnecessary for me to furnish detailed explanations now, though I
may mention the outline of my scheme to be demarking in blocks as far as

ied by the trees that can be separately distinguished as the

possible, the area occupl
property of any individual or community, and, after assessing the land at a low

rate, to issue land puttahs for the ground at the foot of the trees, and then settle
the tree-tax on easy terms in the mode proposed in No. I.  Where the trees are
much intermixed, and conflicting interests are involved, demarcation will be
impossible, and I must tret the trees as 1 find them on paper, settling a fixed rental
at a round figure for each tree puttah, without reference to the land, for a shorter
term of years, than in Classes I. and IL, say for ten years, the time that a

seedling takes to grow into a taxable tree.

14. The case of palmyra climbers holding puttahs for trees on Government
or land required for public purposes, must be treated in the

13. Crass
ment culturable wa
all to deal with, as i
palmyra forest extending

unculturable waste,

same
Jease for a fixed annual payment for the shorter period of ten years; for land

puttahs cannot be granted, and it would be impolitic to encourage the unlimited
planting or felling of trees on tank banks, road sides, ete. fe

15. All that I now, therefore, require to enable me to work out the project
from a good starting point is sanction to deal with No. I in the manner here fully
described, and permission to experimentalize with Nos. IL, IIL, and IV. on the
terms I have sketched out .for each, or on any modified principles that may

suggest themselves to the Board.

manner as that of the intermixed trees on culturable waste by granting a

&
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_T HE ar}omahes of the tree-tax in Tinnevell y,‘thav.fucilities for extortion amid
evasion which must attend. the pmtenwof getthng it triennially by aéiﬁali};
c‘:ouutmg’ the trees, and the impossibility of -'Tenfél‘cihg the right of Government to
a shared in the value of every tree ecut down, although it is distinetly elassed,
@exnan . rvemgdy » bus a revenue of ‘Rapees 1,45,000 increasing annuall «b"'
nearly 2 per cffnt. is involved, and ihgsnhjeot requires to be db 1t "Bh y‘ S
¢argfully. Besides the annual ’%rbfthepalmyram thm A et \(erlyl
ftoxfl troes that ave felled. As ‘f“.a{‘ﬁe Bg”d:i,#h ihar fa S denm_a
their office this amounts to some lﬁ,@mkupees B y%:r 'l‘lmm the papers in
yeport the amount for the ladt (88 s atd tho b ds = C",‘“’Ft“_w{“
£ TP ) : eads under which it 1s
s
counting the trees, but it would no 7 hslrt‘;xncm alzo::;;ll?:r,t l:::xde z;l:‘r:‘gt’l";t!:ijﬁon
: : rifice

revenue without removing the anomaly of ecti
naiy :Df cQIl § o
tree-holder as well as a laond-holdeﬁt‘i’y- ' e b e

3. Taking the natural ex sion of the 1
: pansion of the revenue to be 2 per ¢

‘ - Bl Dt ent.

the’ amo!unt which wm.ﬂd be lost in a termof thirty years by fli)xin th SR 5
at its present amount is nine times that amount. ‘ B
e iu ) 1:1{12 I;’ucl;lg makes a_point of ',.'allowing tree-owners to redeem their >tree-
dis},ﬂ{e ,ﬂ oar 1 0 ?o; attach much importance to this. In the first place they

ce the principle of forestalling revenue, and in th

that the cases in which the permissio » , ey gt B
o permission would be taken advantage of would be very

5. i . .
2 w'ilii;enlrztroductlon of‘ a new settlement seems to afford an opportunit
bR (;) 1‘reclur for thirty years of merging the tree-tax in the land-tag
suggestion, and ::; V‘: t; tlgqu;“’ the Collector to give his attention to thi;
: ort whether he considers it practicable, givi
. 3 ving f :
of the area affected and of its present state with regard to ’pflmylis e 5

6. Intl g 1
e - r;n:;:a:l O:c :eﬂeaifdtzz ;l}ll‘ages t(; which he specially refers the land-
: ’ proposes to add 4 A
making the whole a'ssessment 8 Annas an acre. The I?:::d a:: ;.t Ry ,thus
ass?ssment representing the value of dry land as a producer of elleve th'at, if an
to 1ts.assess‘ment as a producer of grains, the tree-tax and land~ta§a I:lyr;s is added
planting -Wl“'be encouraged, and auvthe-evils Nt o ay be merged,
system will disappear whilst no revenue is sacrificed gy, S1 pripgh
7. The additional assessment would .
N t would probably not be higl
Annfw an acre, and it might be imposed under a cowle on ;:nlgl‘wl};a;: 2 o:oi
bearing few or no trees, so that there need be no fear of its pressi ch 18 :
on the people. pressing too heavily
§' Whera palmyra, chmies hol_d‘ trees on puttah land belonging to others
the rights of Government to the tree-tax might be ‘made over to the Puttahdars
9. : The O“Z 0‘1‘]‘.’ l‘l’fthfhe_fom‘ﬁlﬁm referred to in paragraph 7 of Mr.
Puckle’s letter to WAICH TS systera scems to be inapplicable is the 4th, and

e might be dealt with as Mr, P-,“"kl?. proposes,

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
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No. 214A. Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, date“th August 1871,
No. 3. 564.

Read again Board’s Proceedings, dated 20th March 1871, No. 1,206.

from R. K. PUCKLE, Esq., Collector of Tinne-

Read also the following letter
Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated 5th April

velly, to the Acting
1871, No. 135.

Ix reply to Board's Procoedings, No. 1,206, dated 20th March 1871—

1. The returns from felled palmyras during the few years for which separate

accounts have been kept are as under*:—

RS. A. P
Fualy 1278 it Sanaalar o 193 11 3
W O el T el RS 80 14 4
AR R AT 570 10 8
4 1276 T i VAR i e 1O 9 -5
oy ARTT Sl R IS 10
YRR S R e 1 0 b
1279 T R | e d

”»

These sums are credited under the head of * Twenty years’ assessment of palmy- -
ras cut without orders.” 'The value of the timber which till recently was charged

in addition to twenty years’ assessment of the trees has been credited to Mgscel-

Janeous” or ¢ Local Fund * and cannot be accurately traced : it would amount to
about as much more.

The revenue derived from felled palmyras would thus be
about 2,000 Rs. per annumi. The Board mention Rs. 15,000 as the annugl receipts
from this source; bub do not say how these figures are arrived at.

9. Allowing the expansion of revenue from palmyras to be two per cent. per
annum, Or even say 100 per cent. on the sum DOW paid spread over thirty years,
I can in many instances compound at a figure that will cover this expansion of
revenue, bub certainly not in all cases; on the whole, I could increase the present
revenue very considerably by fixing it for a term of years, and it is for the Board
to determine whether the abolition of the present barbarous and intricate system
he full amount of the

is worth foregoing ¢ yearly expansion that its continuance

will certainly give.

3. The tree-tax can be merged in the Jand-tax in the manner pointed out

by the Board ; but it will vitiate the simplicity and uniformity of the new system
of land assessment. Thus, an itrigated field with a dozen palmyras on it would
be charged at, say, Rs. 10.3-0 an acre, while the adjoining field withous palmyras
would be charged at Rs. 10 an acre, and the acreage rates would vary indefinitely
with the number of trees to bo charged for. It seems to me to be far simpler to

keep the land and trees apart, charging the usual acreage rates for the land irres-
pective of trees, and entering in the Remark column of the Settlement Register
against each field growing palmyras ¢ tree-tax 1-4-0 7 or whatever the sum may
be. This arrangement would have a twofold advantage in showing the tree-tax
separately and preserving the rights of the tree-holders, who are not always the .
Jandholders, as it would be an undoubted hardship to a large body of people to be
obliged to transfer their Melwé4ram payments to the very landholders with whom

they have long been ot variance on this particular subject.
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4. The red ‘:‘tionoftree-taxb“u ALy FRE
to be finally negai¥ed. Y fenfy yuere purchase may be considered

5. The area that will be aﬁectﬁdmd: G s
palmyras have been thoroughly werked out fdi“"u:éJ 'ﬁlz:;'(-"tl‘:xfsi;ﬁ:u:?f 7 :Z
take many months to work it out for the rest of s o 3 bé g 1 fwou‘

Board to paragraphs 27, 31 of my Ouﬂiné;whemeifci’-lﬁxé ‘séiﬂ;ment %tg r’i‘etl: ]e
Talug, dated 6th November 1867. The Rs. 3,590 now "ﬁ:"ff(’)y 10 » e Ten asi
taluq coul.d no doubt be raised to Rs. .5,00%0; ffo':“i%%ﬁt. 6 P}ia it RS
compounding for growing seedlings and settling each claim i kg |
field for a given term of years, as the ryot¥ b L in gach individus!

permanency of tenure and tho privilege of doing what they like with their own

without the interference of village officials.
6. In the village referred to b; the Board i i
ings no grain is produced, the lan):i,f}):inB;”:a::ep::ii;:pl;}?e:: th(lm‘ :) fioce?d-
pa!myiras. As a rule, palmyras are grown in the very poorest soils aIr)xgnt}e ‘;V lt1h
?;;gif,:es of the} settlement must be changed if such soils are t,o bear ;BS;:G:;:;
| espeCiauyec:;:x:te ; nley grozv palmyms; it .may often happen, in the Palmyra forest
ey h,as i a:rp 0 ; eer sand, which would. be rateably assessed at 4 Annas
Pis ;) ’ assessedpw?f‘:lng ] Rs. per annum growing on it, and such a field could
G B oni 11aRand~tax p‘f Ra: 3.4-0 an acre, as the adjoining field may
iy y 1 Rupee per annum and the next none at all, though all
i ay ‘1e e'qluall)‘r .well suited for growing these trees.
2 t.hatﬂx 1;: ;I;f;)::u&n of : progress;ivp rate of assessment or cowle on barren
e ees;ld ereaft.er would, I think, be prohibitory of such land
Xpdes ;eem tV(:O:le tcer;}mnly bef'prohil‘)ito?y of trees being planted on it.
o be practieal objections to the plan proposed ; but

1 am not urging them in
support of
iy ooder that Fmay receive[.) my own scheme, as I am ready to carry out

S -

TuE. tree-tax— 7

P S Ofr_Palmyra plantation assessment—has long been a source
g on in Tinnevelly. The trees are taxed by tale i
the land on which they stand, whether it b y tale independently of
rities arise, such as both tree-t’ax‘a:& ::t:; ::; ?:f} e 0; waste. Other peculia-
Y = oelin 5

land, the two taxes being often collected from gié:ziznfcverally for $he: ¥4ioa
owning the trees (with other rights conmected w1t b th proprietors, the ome
Tree-tax is levied on tax-free land and so .on; em) and the other the land.

9. The system involves a periodical :

i counting and classi : )

age:, sex, and pro.ductlvc.a power, all young trees being fre:‘ﬁ?;zlizn.accordmg tt:
it Js avowedly lmpossl.bh'a o Ao IRNSCE  withi - cétsaint u; some par
Further, there are restrictions as to cutting trees even by thei):- an accur}::;:);;
cause much vexation and even litigation or criminal prosecution owners, whiC

3. T}ledngmﬁel;ooéot;x'l’ayu}g trees in Tinnevelly is five millions and the
amount ra1se 7 = :1‘ it P“’*’.P‘,”? tree (the rates vary widely in different
rts of the district). The revenueis s, 1,245,000 per annum and it increases
steadily by tWO per cent. per annum, ’

-

are willing to pay for comparative

_aAme—

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
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4. The subject has frequently occupied the attention of the Board and
Government. Tinnevelly and Salem were excepted when the tax on trees was

given up throughout the Presidency in 1858, and no solution of the difficulty has

been arrived ab pending the revision of settlement (Board’s Proceedings dated

6th November 1858, No. 4,147).

5. In his Settlement Report dated 11th September 1868 Mr. Puckle dwelt
on the peculiarities and embarrassment connected with this plantation industry
and proposed to extinguish the special tree-tax on cultivated Jand gradually by
allowing its redemption (at twenty years’ purchase) when taxed trees stood on
puttah land, and, when it was not redéemed, to charge certain uniform rates of

and further to/ free the land from the prospective

3, 6, and 12 Pies per free,
demand where palmyra trees had not yet been planted or come to maturity. He

said nothing about trees on unassessed land.

6. The Board endorsed these proposats-

7. In his letter dated 14th December (recorded in Board’s Proceedings
dated 20th March 1871, No. 1,206), Mr. Puckle, on being requested to propose
arrangements for fixing the charge for a term of years, again submitted a plan for
fixing a thirty years, Jump demand for puttah lands with the offer of redemption
as before proposed. His proposals are as follow :—

(1.) When the trees and land belong to the same Puttahdar he proposes to

add a small sum to the existing tree assessment 1n consideration of immature

es and fix & round figure as the tree-tax for thirty years.
the tree-tax in the case of a tree puttah for trees on assessed
ay be fixed for thirty years at a sum a little

tre

(2) Similarly
Jand belonging to another person m
exceeding the existing assessment.

3.) He proposcs to assess the unassessed Government waste on which trees
grow, notably the great palmyra forests, at a low land-tax ; to add the present
tree-tax ; to fix the total as the assessment on the. land and on all trees grown on
it for thirty years, and thus convert them into private property.

(4.) When the waste 18 uncultivated or the land is needed for public pur-
poses he would grant tree puttahs at the present assessment for ten years.

8. In their Proceedings dated 20th March 1871, No. 1,206, the Board
remarked that the interest involved amounted to the large sum of Rupees 1,45,000
with a steady annual increment averaging two per cent., and that Rupees 15,000 a
year were derived from the felling of trees. The matter was, therefore, one requir-
ing much caution. They disapproved of redemption because it was not likely to
be taken advantage of and because it Was opposed to sound principles thus to
forestall revenue ; but, conceding the importance of coming to an arrangement
with reference to the pending settlement, they asked the Collector to consider
whether the tree-tax might not be merged in the land-tax ¢ if an assessment repre-
senting the value of dry land as a producer of palmyras was added to its assess-
ment as a producer of grains.” They thought that an additional assessment of
9 or 3 Annas an acre would maintain the revenue without pressing too heavily on

the people, and that it might be imposeg} 1‘nttle by little as trees sprung up.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
93rd August 1872.
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4. The proposed change was to g!low the redemption of the tree-tax at
twenty years’ purchase and to tax unredeemed trees at uniform rates of 3, 6, and
12 Pies, according to class. The land was to be freed from prospective demand for

additional trees.

5. The total number of palmyras in the river valley is 1,899,940 which are

assessed at Rs. 41,568, and Mr, Puckle estimated that one-half of this assessment,
at a cost of 4 lakhs of Rupees to the ryots, and

or Rs. 20,000, would be redeemed _ :
that the revenue from the rest would be reised considerably by the introduction of

the uniform rate.

6. The Board in their Proceedings
in favour of the proposed change g

7. The old system involved a fine of twenty yea!‘S’.purchase of assessment
as penalty for felling a palmyra without leave, though this was seldom enforced ;
but with their Proceedings of 9th August 1871 the Board submitted further corres-
pondence with the Collector, originating in an appeal from the infliction of this
fine in a particular instance, and proposing a settlement of the revenue f’or a term
of years. The suggested redemption of the tax was abandoned. In his letter of
14th December 1870 Mr. Puckle stated thet the number of taxable trees in the

whole district is about five millions, yieldingan annual and stea:dily, though slowly,
increasing revenue of nearly 13 lakhs of Plpees, or about thirty trees per Rupee

of revenue or 5 Pies per tree. o
. There are four classes of tree tax-payers for whose cases provision has to

be made—
1st.—Ryots paying for trees
ond.—Palmyra climbers hold

ings of otbers.

ﬁQnd May 1869 expressed themselves

on their own holdings.
ing Gevernment puttahs for trees in the hold-

3rd.— Do. for trees in culturable waste land.
P Do. for trees in unculturable sites.

9. For the first class Mr. Puckle proposes to fix the tax for thirty years
(corresponding with the duration of the {evised settlement of the Government
demand on the land now being carried out m the district)at the present amount
of the tree-tax in each case plus a trifling addition for seedlings coming on, and

rejecting fractions of Annas.
10. He illustrates his proposal by two examples, in one of which the present
o in the other it is more than trebled. In the

tax is retained almost intact, whil o
first case the settled demand is a composition for an entire village in the hands of

a single proprietor ; in the other it isan ac‘eage charge on the field holdings of
numerous occupiers. In the first case the palmyras are an accidental element in
the value of the property, the full-grown trees averaging only about 13 per acre;
in the other case the area to be charged is suitable for growing little else than
palmyras, and is thickly covered with them.. {

11. The Government are not prepared to say that the Collector’s proposals
in these two cases may not be the best that can be made ; but it is evident that the

principle laid down by Lim is not maintainel, and that the settlement is an arbi-

trary one. F\/’ .
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