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Read the following letter from the Ac :ting Collector of an]zm to the qecro*mv
to the Board of levenue, Madras, dated Umttupum, 22nd July 1872

No. 1,370.

I HAvE the honour to report that there was a continuous and heavy fall of rain
all over the district from the 21st June to Srd instant, which caused damage in
several localities to a greater or less extent.

2. In Gumsoor Taluq both the Mahanadi and Lohay rakandi rivers overflowed.
The embankments at the side of the former river breached in severa] places, and
the neighbouring fields were inundated. It is said that sand has been deposited
in such quantities as to make them unfit for cultivation for some time ; this is
probably exaggeratcd, but further inquiries are being made. A few villages are
also said to have been flooded, and some loss of property and cattle resulted, 1t
1s reported that a woman and her son and daughter were carried away by the
flood at a village called Dongabhumi.

3. The Aska Deputy-Tahsildar reports that the emba kment of the Maha-
nadi near Aska breached in four places and damaged the road. The proprietor of
Devabhumi Estate (Aska Taluq) has informed me that the whole of the cultivated
lands of two of his villages have been inundated in consequence of the bl'eaching
of the embankments of both Mahanadi and Rushikulya, and that much (hunag"«)
has been done.

4. Mr. Lever, the Assistant Engin at Russelcondah, has also reported
that considerable dm\gc was done to the roads, (\mbgnl\mm,t, and irrication
works, and I have authorized him to execute any emergent repairs which may be

necessary.

9. Some damage has also been reported to irrication-works in the Be 'rhampore
Talugq. The road between Purus shottapur and Boy erany is said to have } N
washed away in two places. The bund of the Koratoli tampara (res servoir)
breached ; "but timely measures having been taken by Captain Bec ckley and the
other officers of the Range, I hope a good supply of water will yet be retained.

6. Traffic was stopped at the Ganjam ferry for about ——— days ; a boat
carrying mails was on one oceasion upset in the river, but there was no loss of life ;

a vessel in dock at Ganjam drifted away, and broke up; 25,000 maunds of Salt at

< g ¢ R~ L P et
the Ganjam pans not yet taken into store were destroyed,
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
17th August 1872,

7. In the Sub-division, both the Vamsad
high freshes. 1t is said that the freshes in the
the last fifty years, and those in the latter the highest for the last ten years. The
Madras and Berhampore mails as well as travellers and bandies were detained on
both sides of the Vamsadhara river on the 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and Gth. Portions of
the streets of the village of Byri, on the southern bank of the Vamsadhara, were
five feet und.er water for some days, and considerable damage was done to s,evel'ul
houses. It is also reported that some houses in the low-lying villages near the

Vamsadhara on the Buttili side in the ®arla Kimidy Zemindari have been swept
away by the freshes.

hara and Langulya rivers received
former were the highest known for

8. This heavy rain is said to have
raggy, sugar-cane, ete.), and to have b
have not already taken place, It ig als
has damaged the seed wherever it was

9. Ihave as yet got but ver

amount of damage caused, and the Prospects of the season; but have called for an

accurate and detailed report as re
gards ey el z
keep the Board informed of what T . ry part of the district, and will duly

10. The weather has not
showers of rain,

: injured the standing crops (gingelly,
indered the sowing operations where they
0 said that the excessiye quantity of water
already sown, S

yet quite cleared up, and we continue to have

dated 19th instant, No, 113, It coﬁ

I have already telegraphed

about the Mahasinghi and other 1y d have, in their P e
Ve, In their Proceedings

of the 11th and 13th July,
grant of Rs. 5,000 addition

12. 1 enclose a memorand i
the district fom tho migdl um -ahong the rainfa]] at the several stations in

e of June to the middle of July

—

- 3

MeuoraNpUM showing the Rainfall at the several Stations in the District of Ganjam from the middle of June to the middle of July.

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
17th August 1872.
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C. G. MASTER,

(Signed)

CHETTERPORE,
22nd July 1872,

Acting Collector.
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Exscrosuze No. 1,

From the J anior Assistant Agent, Ganjam District, to the Agent to the Governor, Ganjam District,
: Chetterpore, dated Russelcondah, 19th July 1872, No. 113.

1 mave the honour to report on the late heavy rains in the Malliahs and the damage dove.

Tode All my information on the subject has been
23rd June ... {;: derived from Mr. Ramus's letters. Ihave notf’d
m Ml ) 280 the rainfall in the margin, and can trust 0 its
g;t‘ﬁ - accaracy, as Mr. Ramus takes much interest it
‘é‘;“; « « the subject. Asall my information 18 dcrl“‘-";
?g:hh'z' from him, I think I cannot do l)et.t.or than sen
gad you extracts from bis letters. With regard to

the rain he says, *“ on the 27th much more Faif
fell than was measured ; 1 have only given the
actual measurement ; & great quantity escaped by overflow. On the 1st the gauge was three times
measured. On that day the Mahasinghi bridge fell. 1 doubtif any masonry bridge could have
wit.hstq)d such a rush of water as come down on that day ; judging by the debris left on the bauks
by the flood, the water must have been 50 if not 40 feet above the level of the bridge."”
9. With regard to the damage done to the country Mr. Ramus writes from Bulliguds

« gpwards of 50 inches fell within ten days. The damage done is great. The soil of padds-
4 fields has been washad clean away, leaving exposed a sub-soil of sand and stones  All the growing
paddy, of course, has gone.” The ‘ Moondahs’ (dams across nullahs for storing water) that have
been in existence for years have been swept away, the buuds breached, and nothing remains bub the
dry bed of the old ‘ Moondahs', by the side of which, and some three or four feet lower, runs &
sapid nullah. Roads leading over paddy-fields have been breached, and all bridges swept clean
away. The Mahasinghi bridge has gone, one pier is upset, and upwards of half the other on®
carried away. The water of the river at Mahasinghi has cut into the banks so as to 1eav®
¢hem precipitous and impracticable for the present.” In another letter he says, ** the Pammwirebund
Tappal, after being stopped for twelve days, came in last evening. Every b;'u'dge has been swept
PRy Again he writes, ““I rode out to Mahasinghi yesterday afternoon ; it is melancholy to

switness the damage that has been done. Looking at the matter now after a,u’ is over, it is evident

that the bridge was built in about the worst place that could have been selocted i"or it ; had it

been up stream, a;d beyond the turn, all might still have been well.”

3, 'This bridge is a very serious loss indeed. The river it ery the
Kootiah Khond country and Bulliguda by the main route, a.ndv: .:l:m?lf:::d:&? ::e(fnf:; n}‘mavy
rains come on. The. bridge was built by my predecessors at great expense to Government, ands
as far as the bridge itself went, was an excellent work ; but I must agree with Mr. Ramus that 8
good position was not selected for it. It was placed just below a bend in the x:ivcr where, in
heavy floods, I fancy the water would come rushing round in extra force, 1If it had been placed
in a straight reach it would only have had the strength of the flood to.reaistl ; imagine the
gpot Was selected: partly because.the .ri‘wr was narrower there, and partly becau;c there was rock-
foundation to build on. From inquiries I have made here from my Writ Ko resent
when the bridge was built, it seems that the piers were built on the roc;u'b:tt: w:‘:’th:un any
foundation having been blasted out of the rock to sink them in'; the con,g e h mb n, as Mr.
Ramus writes me, that one pier has been “ upset from its foundation, but ,.‘f,'i“f’ m:h axs e: broken ;"
another picr ‘* upset and broken in two pieces ;" the third pier h.,h’.lg ,mﬁ:n : lf‘u; ken off.”

1 fancy the lash was damaged by somo tre stikiog againa i, g

% "74. You kaow how Eucseesful ot road from the op of tlie Katingia Gbaut to Balliguds and
" on to Tummirebund was, that bandies were able and did travel the whole length of 704 miles-

~ All nullabs were bridged, and there was no hindrance to traffic which e oty s

* From the above account you will perceive how we have been th - ottt

nf R Mq“ if it had never been; every bridge $°‘;°v “afi“.f' mwt e ro: dtl:’ :)::

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
17th August 1872.

5. Mr. Ramus only reports one Khond drowned, but he says there is a rumour of a whole
village of women and children having been washed away ; the husbands escaped as they were
drinking in another village, but ,this report is not confirmed. The Khonds will suffer much in
their paddy-crop this year. The Udigiri Sub-Magistrate, whom I have seen, says all the soil is
washed off their paddy-fields. They will have to re-make them. IHe reports very well of all the
dry crop, and does not anticipate any want.

6. I have the honour to suggest that you now write and ask Government to allow me to
consider this main road that has been so much damaged as a ‘‘ new road.” It will really
require re-making entirely. My usual grant of Rs. 5,200 for ‘¢ repairs of road’’ has not been
given me this year, but I have had Rs. 5,300 allowed me for ‘‘ new roads.” In my letter
No. 104, dated 5th July 1872, I requested permission to spend some of this *‘ new road’’ money
in repairing the Government bungalow at Bulliguda, which much needs it; I beg now to be allowed
to spend the rest in repairing this main road. If my usual grant for ** repairs of roads” is
given me, I can spend every rupee on that road. We can do a great deal this next cold season in
getting it into fair order again, but money is wanted. I am now preparing gangs to go up on 1st
August to cut timber near where bridges are gone, that it may season and be fit to put up after
the rains.

7. With regard to re-building the Mahasinghi bridge I think the opinion of a competent
officer in the Public Works Department should be taken both as to where it should be placed and
as to cost. It ought also to be built by the Department Public Works T think.

-SuemrrTED for the information of Government.

No. 117. Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 9th August 187'2
Miscellaneous No. 5,480. ;

Read the following Jetter from the Assistant Engineer in charge No. 3 Range, to
the Acting Collector of Ganjam District, dated Russelcondah, 22nd July
1872, No. 39.
I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 1,299, dated 18th instant
just received, and, in reply, beg to inform you the crops on the banks of the underz
mentioned rivers have suffered most severely :—

- Mahanadi. Bodanadi. .
Kookooloobah river. | Loharakandi.
Rushikulya.

Embankments of the above rivers have breached in many places, and lands

flooded and silted with sand. Many cane-fields, which were newly planted, and
had not grown suficiently high to be above the high floods, have perished on
account of their being under the water for days.
" No sooner had the floods on the 29th, 30th June, 1st and 2nd July abated, than
another flood on the nights of the 11th and 12th instant came down and again
flooded the country, which did not give the crops sufficient time to recover from
the former flooding, and the consequence was that the crops have sustained much
injury. Roads have suffered considerably by the floods of the rivers. I am not
able to give a correct report of the taluq, as it was impossible for me to get out
into the taluq in many localities. Even now it is impossible as the rivers are
flowing full. I do not think that tanks in the taluq have suffered very much, as
there are only few complaints up to date, :
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