Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,

19th January 1672.

Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 4th January 1872
No: 11 ;—

Read the following letters:—
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From Surgeon J. SHORTT, . ., Superintendent-General of Vaeccination, Madras Presideney,
to the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated 11th October 1871, No. 1044 :—

Wit reference to the Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, dated
22nd September 1871, and your Miscellaneous No. 3,482 of the instant, I have the honour to
submit, herewith, a list of the Poisonous snakes thercin called for, and in doing so, I thiok it my
duty to communicate such facts as relate to & s that have come under my notice from time to
time, during the past five years, for the information of Government.

2. Poisonous snakes abound in every district in this Presidency, and the wonder is that more
deaths from snake-bite do not occur than the number reported. In Madras they are to be met
with, not only in the scattered suburbs, but in the densest imhabited parts of Madras. Young
Cobras and Bungarus of the season’s brood have been captured and brought to me from Perea-
matoo, Egmore, Poonamallee road, Vepery, Porasawalkum, Royapoorum, etc.

3. Snakes lay from 11 to15 eggs, and asa rule, all these perfect, but allowing for destruction
by man, animals, and birds, I ealculate that six out of every snake brood attain some size, if not
maturity itself, sufficient to destroy life by their bite, and notwithstanding the few that are
destroyed, they are very plentiful indeed in every part of Southern India.

4. To ascertain the number of snakes likely to be found about Madras, I sent to the
Commissioner of Police, Madras, the sum of Rupees m 1569 to be given as rewards for the
destruction of poisonous snakes, and limited the destruction to two particular kinds of snake, the
Cobra and Russels Fiper, and for thesumof 40 Rupees 2 Annas, 117 Cobras, and 25 Russels Vipers
were destroyed. I have not heard of the number since killed from the small balance that remained
with the Commissioner of Police. T beg to submit, herewith, copies of the correspondence on the
subject for perusal, from which it will be seen that the then Commissioner of Police gave 4 Annas
tor the destruction of each small, and 8 Annas for every large snake, brought in dead or alive,
and the Commissioner was of opinion that a “ more liberal reward would soon exhaust the amount,
while the number of snakes destroyed would be but small” I was also of the same opinion as the
Commissioner of Police at the time.

5. Iregret to observe that the reward offered by Government is far too small to produce the
desired destruction, as it would not tempt any native to hunt for snakes for the reward's sake,
although it is possible a few snakes accidentally or otherwise killed may be brought in; at the same
time considering their rapid propagation, I fear the destruetion will not decrease their numbers
to any great extent, and the money so spent will enly be thrown away without any commensurate
result,

6. Under these circumstances, I think nothing under a rupee for anch fall rown enake of
the three chief poisonous kinds named in the list, and a smaller sum for others, will induce people
to search out and bring them in—a systematic extermination is the only courge open for their destruc-
tion, and the money so laid ouf will be well spent in the destruetion of these noxious reptiles.

7. Large sumsof money are given for the destruction of wild beasts, and yet the death
cansed by them are trifling when compared by snake bite, the former being as one to seven e

g%
aused
by the latter. Wild beasts afford sport to the shikaree, and are sought out with that view, while &

ke is a mean reptile that nobody cares to destroy, and it is allowed to roam unmolested to a
certain extent: whilst a great noise is made when a single individual is carried away by a Tiger,
but any number of individuals may be killed by a snake, and nothing is said about them, nor any
steps taken to hunt up the reptile that destroyed a human bei
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8. Asregards the two distriets for the experiment to be tried, T would beg to suggest the
'}Iadras and Tanjore Collectorates, and I would again respectfully urge, that unless the reward be
increaged, much good will not result from the experiment. If it had been possible, 1 should have
suggested a small reward being given for snakes eggs, but as the eggs of the poisonous and non-

poisonous snakes, are so much alike, it will lead not only to the unnecessary destruction of harmless
snakes, but also to imposition in passing one for the other.

]

Excrosure No, 1.—Corregpondence.

Excrosure No. 2. —List.

From W. R. CORNISH, Esq., r. R. ¢. 8., Sanitary Commissioner for Madras, to the Chief Secretary
to the Government, Public Department, Fort Saint George, dated 12th October 1871,
No, 1,508:—

I mave the honour, with advertance to Order of Government of India, as per margin, to
furnish, for the information of Government, a
Tabular Statement, shewing the deaths reported
from snake bite in this Presidency during five years ending 1870,

9. From this table it would appear that the largest proportion of the fatal accidents of this
nature have ocenrred in Tanjore, South Arcot, Trichinopoly, Maduara, aud Malabar; in the three

No, 4,202, dated 11th September 1871.

last named distriets the proportion of deaths has been exactly equal.

3. 1 would venture to suggest that the Districts of Tanjore and South Arcot, as showing
the largest mortality from snake-bite, should be chosen for the trial of the new system of rewards
for killing poisonoussnakes.

4. The new forms of Death Register, ordered by the Government of India, do not distin-
guish *¢ snake hite”’ casualties from deaths by ** wild beasts.” In the districts experimented upon,
it would be well to have these causes of death in future separately reported, to enable Government
to judge of the efficacy of the system of rewards for killing poisonous snakes.

Rerserep to the Board of Revenue, with reference to Government Order, No. 1,654, dated
22nd September 1871.
17th October 1871, (Signed) W. HUDLESTON,
Secretary to Government.

Excrosuvre No. 1—Return.

Trs Draft Notification salled for in paragraph 2 of the above quoted Government Order is
forwarded herewith for the approval of Government.

2. The Sanitary Commissioner suggests South Arcot as the 2nd District to be selected for the
experiment ; but his own return does net bear out his assertion that the mortality is greater there
than in any other District except Tanjore, and he has owmitbed the Madras Collectorate altogether.
‘Phie Board are of opinion that 1t 18 desirable ior obvious reasons that Madras should be'one of the
Districts selected as Dr. Shortt suggests. :

3. They agree with Dr. Shortt that the proposed reward is probably too low to have a.!ly
appreciable effect; but asthe rate has been prescribed by the Government of India it ahould_ be t-rxed
for a time at any rate. Dr. Shortt's own-experience has proved that 1 Rurpee is unnecess?rlly high.

4. Dr. Cornish’s suggestion in paragraph 4 to the effect that deaths from snake-bites should
be distinguished from those caused by wild beasts should be attended to by the Collectors concerned.

5. Thesuccess of the experiment will dopend on the readiness with which payments Are made,
and the Board have therefore proposed to entrust Village Munsiffs with the duty. of making .t.hem.
If Government think this unadvisable, it will be necessary to confine the experiment to villages

where there are Tahsildars and a Resident Treasury Officer,

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
19th January 1872.
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DRAFT NOTIFICATION.

In the Districts of Tanjore and Madras only, a reward of 2 Annas will be given by every
Village Munsift for each snake killed of the kinds entered in the following list, the head and skin of
the snake being forwarded as a voucher to the Tahsildar of the talug on payment of the reward.
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(True Copies and Extract.)

(Signed) J. B. PENNINGTON,
Sub-Secretary,

(Signed) J. T. MAYNE,
First Assistant.

(True Copy.)
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