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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
8th August 1872,

No. 68. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 30th

July 1872, No. 1,448 :(—
Read Petitions Nos. 194 and 676 of 1872, from A. Gover, Esq., Counsel for Shan-
gara Chetty Royan, of Calicut, regarding confiscation of his Opium.

'I'ne foregoing petitions are an appeal from a decision of the Collector of
Malabar passed under Section 24 of the Consolidated Customs Aect, whereby
opium valued at Rupees 7,000 was confiscated and a fine of Rupees 500 imposed.

2. In August 1871, the Station Master of Tirur, having received by rail
from Madras five chests of opium ostensibly consigned to Ponani, and doubting
whether it ought not to be covered by a license, gave information to the Police,
by whom, after it had been retained for a time in the station, the opium was seized.
The Collector ordered its detention on the ground that it was in course of being
smuggled to Cochin in contravention of the Governor-General’s notification, dated
9th June 1870, confirmed by Act XIV. of 1871; and after inquiry passed the
decision now appealed against.

3. The petitioner, A. Gover, Esq., Vakil for the owner of the opium, a
Cochin merchant, questions the jurisdiction of the Collector on the ground that
the inquiry having taken place partly at Ponani and partly at Calicut, where
Customs Officers are stationed, it was not competent for the Collector to act under
Section 218 of Act VI. of 1863. Thoe Board see nothing in this ohjection and
observe that it is at any rate irrelevant as the seizure was made at Tirur. Peti-
tioner next urges that the opium was consigned to Ponani which is in British terri-
tory without any intervening foreign state, and consequently that there was no

riction on its transport. It is true that it was addressed to Ponani; but the
Board entertain no doubt, that if it were shown that it was intended for, and in
course of, exportation, its confiscation after seizure at a point within the frontier
vas warranted. The question is therefore one of evidence.

4. The case is very clearly stated in the Collector’s proceedings. The
opium was despatched by order of a Cochin merchant, to Tirur, whence there is
through water communication to Cochin, 2iaz Ponani, and on its arrival the
owner’s servant applied at once urgently demanding immediate delivery of the
chests which he stated, as deposed by the Police, to have contained camphor. It
is also proved that a passenger boat was in waiting at Tirur; that the servant,
Kasmi, was seen in consultation with another Moplah who came in the boat; that
the boatmen asserted that they were engaged to take goods to Native Cochin ; and
that the boat disappeared when difficulties were made about delivery of the opium.
These facts create a probability, though it is not actually proved, that the boat was
vaiting for the opium in question. The station Master deposes that the partner
of the owner came to him by day and night urging him to deliver the opium and
offering him a good present to induce him to do so. The statement of the owner
that the opium was intended for sale at Ponani is completely rebutted by the
evidence taken there, which shows that there 1s no trade in opium at the place
and that the consumption is very- s 1all, the bulk of the inhabitants being Moplahis
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whose religion forbids its use. There is thus a strong presumption that the cons




S T a s AR
Proceeding.v of the

f1 {
Madras (:mmnment Revenue I)cpmtmen ;

9¢h Auoust 1872
Mm

signment b
whenee it ;s

e
U
T e oA A A A A

Y a merchant of Qg

s believed tq be cland
quantlt) of the drug to

18 on the highway to (0] hin by backyye
If it had really been other\nse, t
been awaited without feap

9, The Board after care
confiscation ang fine,
appeal, but he
to he

and
chin, (where there is a large trade in opium
e~t1nd\ exported

er
at enormous profits,) of a lar
a place like P

hich
onani where it could not be sold, but w s

1en
‘ater, was me rely an ostensible consignn

y have
he result of 4 reference to authority might

e
funly perusing the evidence, resolve to confirm th
Mr. Gove

or asks to he heard in
will be informed that it is not the custo
by counse
€ Present case w

person in support of the
m of the Board of Revenue
l, and that nothing could be gained 1)3
m(,h depends on appreciation of recorde

ar petitioners in person or
his appearance ; n th
evidence,

6. The Boarg

highly Sugoestive of

it 18
resolve to sr)ecmlI) report this case to Government, as

g i8
a very ]dl‘"‘e licit trade in opium. It is shown that this

S shants
edged consignment of theo drug, and that the same mercl

y packu'es under different designations
ch the Collector evidently believes to have con-
18 requested to report his opinion as to the pro-
ation for the ssarch of boats at the point where
€ Crosses the backwater,

\\\

OrpEr THEREON, 9th August 1872, No. 1 , 179,

know
Separate Revenue, N, 7 THE Government desire to
s Y

whether the large clandestine export of
Oustoms. Opium from Cochin to which the Board
T ST refer takes place from British Cochin
Native Cochin territory by sea to

into the Sirkar’ S terntor

other ports,
2. The Resident in Travancore and Cochi

n will be instructed to ascertain
and report how the two Sirkars obtam the supply of Opium for their respective
monopolies. There Séems reason to think t

hat the contractors for the supply in
many cases defraud the British reven

ue,
(True Extract.)
(Signed) . HUDLESTON,

Secretary to Government.

To the Board of Revenue. :
»» the Resident in Travancore and Cochin,

Exd. F. R, Bantleman,
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