Proceedings of the Madras Government, Kevenue Department,
2rnd Augusi 1872.
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n REON, 2nd Aug :

ead the following papers :—

No. 12. Proceedings of the Board -of Revenue, dated 30th April 1872,
No. 684,

y . - - Y T ~ « - - 11
Read th following letter from R. K. PUCKLE, Esq., Collector of Tmnevelly, to
the Secretary to the Board of Revenus, dated Karisalkulam, 18th March

1872. No 92 :—

I mave the honour to forward, herewith, the report called for from Captain
Phipps in Government Proceedings, No. 217, dated 2nd February last, and to sub-
mit my opinion thereon as required by the Board in their Proceedings, Miscellane-
ous No. 975, dated 8th February.

2. The pearl oyster nursery was a square enclosure of coral in about four
foot of water on a sand bank known as the middle bank under the lee ot Hare Island
opposite Tuticorin.

3. 1 arrived in this district in 1866, just after this enclosure was finished, and
I watched the attempt to rear pearl oysters in it with considerable interest.

4. As an oyster nursery it was a total failure ; for under the lee of the island
and inside the harbour the water was far from pure, and a muddy deposit or the
shallowness of the water, or both causes combined, killed the oysters as soon as they
were laid down.

5. In 1869 the enclosure was partly removed and the coral utilized else-
where ; all that remains above water now is a palmyra post here and there to
warn boats off the spot.

6. I have taken careful soundings from this oyster nursery on the middle
bank to the spit on the north of the habour and can find no difference between the
several depths now and those laid down in the chart thirty years ago. The bottom
is hard sand, and the channel has now as formerly 2 maximum of from 9 to 10 feet
of water between the middle bank and the spit. I have never heard from the
owners or tindals of the native craft that run in and out all the year round that
this channel has in any way shallowéd, and, as a proof that it is still service-
able, Inoticed, while taking the soundings, two or threeladen schooners, drawing
from six to seven feet each, sailing out of the harbour, and was surprized to see how
far they stood across in tacking through the channel ; thus showing that there is more
than one fathom of water for a considerable distance on either side of the deep
bed of the channel.

7. Near the spit to the north of the harbour the case is different, and hence 1

believe the impression that the channel is silting up,
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This spit was formerly dr
nt as is shown byits bea

away for a quarter of a mile
conseque

r of a mile further seaward than
The sand above water has been
1e shoal off the point of the spit is
uarter of a mile longer than it used to be.
ater, but these two feet of water are where
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ntle to the casual observer, aq

On this shoal thae are but two feet of v
there was dry ground thirty years ago,
9. The aggregate len

time when the chart was prepared, though the apparent extension of the shoal
under water no doubt g

ave rise to the rumour that the channel was silting up. I
cannot, however, understand how the officer who officiated as Master Attendant for

Captain Phipps during his absence could gravely record his forebodings without
ascertaining the exact state of the case by soundings and reference to the chart.
10.  Captain Phipps is a keen observer, who has
He is constantly afloat, sailing in and out through this ¢l
munication with the masters and seam
bour, He assures me that, t
of the habour, there is

been on the spot for years.
1annel, and is in daily com-
craft frequenting the har-
siltup along the foreshore
ein the channel approach-
that his opinion is correct.

en of the native
hough there is a tendenc y to
no difference whatever descernib]
ing the harbour, and I am convinced, in my own mind,
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Excrosvre No. 1.
AnsTRA0T.~—~Copy of Ca

ptain Phipps’ report regarding th
in the above letter. ~

2o Pearl Oystor N ursery referred to

e ——

SUBMITTED to Government with reference to their order quoted.

2. The Board consider it clear now that Captain Richardson’s views were

incorrect ; but they were based upon general opinion and wore adopted by the
Acting Collector who strongly advised the removal of the debris.

3. The Secretary of State is under an evident misapprehension in su
that the nursery was abandoned before the experiment had had g fajp trial,

4. It had been given up as a failure on
tion, some time before the proposal to remove t

pposing

Captain Phipps own recommenda-
he walls was made,

No. 13. From the Master Attendant, Administr
the Secretary to Government, Revenue
dated Madras, 10th June 1872, No. 3,262,

ative Department, Madras, to
Department, Fort S George,

As requested in your official memorandum* No. 72, dated 3rd instant, T

have the honour to forward herewith
* Enclosure herewith returned. copies of the reports of the Superin-
t No. 3,103 of 17th November 1871, tending Engineer,t 8th Division, and the
PR 1 Executive Engineer,t touching the Tuti-.

corin Harbour, A plan (in original) is
also sent, -
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Departmen
= 2nd August 1872.

No. 14 Orper THEREON, 2nd August 1872, No. 1,150. ‘
| OrperED that these pa,.v= bz
s forwarded to the Secwetary of State

with reference to rcragraph 2 of His

Grace’s despatch dated 20th December 1871, No, 40.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) W. HUDLESTON,
5 Secretary to Government.

To the Board of Revenue.

., the Public Works Department,

Ezd. F. R. Bantleman.
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