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[ o e ke e Sir,—I am directed to acknowledee
| Forests, No. 19. e : : :
| | receipt of your letter, dated 22nd June

1872, relative to the interchange of seeds

1

reen this country and the different colonies, and directine that the Forest

Department, working in connection with the Superintendent of the Botanical
(Gardens at Calcutta, shall be the medium of this exchange, and that with this

r Dr. King shall yearly or oftener forward indents to Conservators of Forests
in the provinces for the seeds which he may require, and that the Conservators
will then employ temporary establishments for the collection of the seed at the
cost of the province to which they belong, and forward it to Dr. King for prepara-
tion and despatch to different countries. Presuming that these instructions are
intended to apply to this Presidency I am directed by the Governor in Council
to request that they may be re-considered. Economy will certainly be sacri-
ficed by the additional expense involved in the unnecessary transmission of the
seed to Calcutta, instead of being despatched direct to its destination ; the seed
itself will very possibly suffer, and the instructions which Dr. King may issue as
etc., are not likely to be so valuable as those which the

to the time for gathering,

local Government can frame for their subordinates.

2. Moreover, there is a certain amount of professional reputation and
laudable satisfaction derivable by individuals froms the systematic successful
collection of valuable vegetable products and their direct interchange with other
countries, and His Excellency in Council is of opinion that it would be Inexpe-
dient to withdraw this i1ncentive to exertion from individual officers by render-
”l

3. In the particular case of this Presidency the Governor in Council would

ing them simply the agents of a Calcutta official.

ospecially deprecate any change in the system which has hitherto worked with

complete success. Major Beddome, the head of the Madras Forest Department,
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is an officer of the highest reputation in the Botanical world, and is widely known

as one of the most successful collectors. He is in constant correspondence with
1

Botanists of eminence in all parts of the world, and has for years past been the
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ll-known and direct medium for supplying to other countries from this Presi-
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dency the seeds desired by them, and procuring, 1n exchange, such as this

Government might require,
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4. The Governor in Council is of okin®n \that to subordinate Major
Beddome in the manner proposed by reducing™}him*“Jo the position of a mere
i'commmnon agent for fulfilling orders from #. lcutta Botanical Gardens
- would be to expose an officer of high scientific at}ainRents and eminent reputa-
tion to most unmerited mortification in his professxon pursuits.
5. I am directed to add that this 1 be ready at all times to
afford Dr. King all the assistance he mayjeed in the collection of seeds.

I have the honour to. Be,
Your most obedient servant, -

(Signed) W, HUDLESTON,
Sceretary to Government.
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