Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
18th January 1872.
e e N AL AN o V1 Ll 77 SRl Qe HRR

No. 222. Read the following letter from Major R, H, BEDDOME, Conservator
of Forests, to the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, dated
Ootacamund, 30th December 1871, No. 764 :—

I navE the honour to forward the correspondence as per margin for the orders

Copy of letter No. 354, dated 10th August
1871, from the Acting Head Assistant Collec-
]tor, to the Assistant Conservator of Anamal-

ays.

Copy offetter No. 162, dated 15th August 187 .
from the Assistant Conservator of Anamal-
lays, to the Head Assistant Collector.

Copy of letter No. 163, dated 15th August 1871,
from the Assistant Conservator of Anamal-
lays, to the Conservator of Forests.

Copy of letter No. 544, dated 4th October 1871,
from the Conservator, to the Collector.

Original jletter No. 27, dated 13th November
1871, from the Collector, to the Conservator
of Forests.

or consideration of Government,

2. I myself worked the Anamal-
lay teak forests from 1857 to 1860.
They were at that time looked upon as
a strict reserve for the Bombay Dock-
yard and the Madras and Bombay
Gun Carriage Departments. The jungle
in those days extended from the foot
of the hills for about six miles into the
plains and nearly up to the village of
Anamallay, and no cattle ever came

anywhere near the foot of the hills. In
about ten years the whole of this tract of lowland jungle has entirely disappeared,
and a perusal of the correspondence, now forwarded, will show how our reserved
teak forests above ghaut are threatened.

3. The question is, T consider, one of the gravest importance to the welfare of
the country. A similar encroachment is going on in many other localities—1I may
say in every district—and there is no saying where it will stop when a tract like the
Anamallay teak forest is threatened. A certain amount of woodland must be
reserved, particularly in a tropical country like India, or dearth and barrenness
must ere long be the result.

4. The encroachment on the Jungles about the base and up the slopes of the
mountains in different parts of Coimbatore, Salem, Madura, Tinnevelly, etc., has
been very great during the last few years, and may be said to have dated from the
commencement of railways. Now that these latter are being greatly extended,
I anticipate very serious results before long, unless we have a Forest Act, a strict
reservation of certain tracts, and more power in the hands of our officers—mat-
ters which have already received great attention in other parts of India. Most
of the Revenue authorities advocate entire deforestment when there is any ques-
tion of cultivation or the enhancement of the land-revenue, and serious injury
to the climate and the equable flow of our streams and rivers must sooner or
later be the result of such a system; in fact, it has already begun to be felt and
understood in some parts.

OrpER THEREON, 18th January 1872, No. 113,

As the Collector has taken measures
to stop any trespass on the Anamallay
teak forest, the immediate require-
ments of the case are sufficiently met, Major Beddome will submit a plan of the

Forests, No. 11*
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