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:‘ L " 1-: Read the follo” ng letters —-’

From Magor R B KEN\’EDY Specral Executrve Envmeer
Wynaad to the. Secretary to: (xovernment Pablie Works Department
e t dated Vythery, 25th June 1872 \o. R85, * 1»_‘" : t

R

e

>

UHDER the scheme for the re-organ rtmn of the Publxc WorLs Department

g (so far as I know its details) there docs Dot appear to be any mention made as to

- whether Wynaad is to remain as now an independent charge. ' The accompan ying

original Femr-oﬂicml letter from the late Colonel Larpendale, dated 21th \Iovember -

1871, to| me, was in reply to a query of mine on the subject. By it, it appears
that, in the opinion of the writer, not only would there bano objection or drﬁiculty
in mamtammg the existing arrangement as a matter of . adunmstra.tron, but that,
ina ﬁuancxal point, provision had actually been : made in the scheme for such
continuiince; I understand indeed, even so far as provrdmv for the salanes of my
present temporary office estabhebment on ‘the same scale as now. . N
2. Having, however since heard that a different’ arrangement is contemplatel
I have the honour to request that, ‘before auythmo is finally snttled consrderatxon
may be gwen to what I have to represent S X _ '
It is now. 124 years since I’ ﬁrst came to Wynaad orwmally in command
.of.a detachment of Sappers employed on the. Tambercherry Ghaut, and at first
under the’ Drstrrct Engineer of Mala.brr. Although there was then an Assistant

L District Lnrrmeer statloned in Wyna:rd it was fouucl that the works on the ghaut

under hrs charoe wera not carried out sa.txsfactonly, and, I presume, from favour-

in which position I remained until the close of 1864, whien, at the recommendation
_of the Superintending Enginecr, being then no lonrrer in comrmnd of the Sapper
- detachment, I was placed in charge of the Vythery Range, which was expressly .

s able oprnlon formed by the District Engineer, I was putin sole charge of the works,

' created for me; ; I remained in this position until the end of 1868, and untrl after

+ & tour made by His Excellency Lord Napier throuuh Wynand It will be in the-

- recollection of Government what. vehement and continual- compla.mts had been

up to that time made by the various Planters ,Associations i in Wynaad ; it was
.then determined to place the.taluq under an officer’ holdxno' it as an- mdependent
- charge, the reasons and object of which measure are so fully set forth in"G. O.
No. 3,927, dated 13th December,1866, that I need do no more than quote the
latter.” Ido not mean to say that these complaints of the planters ceased forthwrth
tbough there was a lull for ‘some months; for, unfortunately with the cliarge of

the district, I also had the ‘control over contracts undertaken by two firms ° o
connected “with" and lar"ely mterested 1in 1t——contracts which I myself very .

. unwdlrnwly acquresced in, ‘but which cxrcumstances almost forced me mto for
among other cnes, there had been none louder than that there were many compe-

5 -

tent prxvate individuals wlxo were willing to under tako contracts but that the .

Pubhc ‘Works Officers refused to entertain such oﬁ'ers, althouwh confessedly they -
were unable to command sufficient la.bour to carry on the works as raprdly as the
. wants of the district demanded There was much truth in the last of those allega.
- tions, thoucrh none at all i in the first, * It was not only that, from experience and
- acqnamtance with the planters, I was convmced that they had ot sufficient *
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. and the authority of

SR
- that, although progress was not

» of the prudence of not having

. inﬂuence,

. discontent, for
- -Teet any observation that m
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roccedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
10th Auzust 1872, . o
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technicalvknowledge to be com ; (

and works of that nature, whic

to earth N )

such v;"::l:kl:h;";)“’ﬁs no lack of labour at our command ; ‘but no offer to undertake

havine haes a: ‘ezn made prior to' 1366 with one exception ; and that, after
e °epted by the SuPeTiﬁtehding.Enginccr,' fell through owing to ao

attempt on the part . - .
 whilo it sould }Iza ~of the tendering voitractors to .carry “oud ‘a purpose which,

“highly objectionable for the general ia

has pl‘OV 3
ed correct in o1
X every po iew . : s Wi
88 engineerine Y pownt of vie , both economieal and convenient as ell

- thereby earncct’i;uin tf;lfs;pinion. I _also most thor oughly agreed with l)fm, and I fear
. yselt the hostility of those whose private interests were tlxwartéd;

4. In the case ‘of cC
- the : :
‘recerved independent chy contractors whose tenders were accepted just before I

would, a dead failure. F
‘ : - From the § o ; ioh G ist
‘ tg th: ?:,al‘“y 8 very gently'w:r:i!:;?lu]g'ncc with which Government had Jistened
idea had become p) ay : .
ag ep 'at]zlden:;}i that in their case it was to be simply aic volo sic’ Jubeoy
any other departmen“t %2 ‘cers o'f Government, whether in the Public Works or
: » WS & thing to be immediately brusked aside when 12

" conflict with the opinio
ns : ; i
would bag to g p of tbe plz;ntcxs ;3 while I make use of this expre‘ssx:fﬁat

fom iﬁdepend t; t.constituted a lurge body, ye¢ & Jivi-
cient ent proprietors; and some two or three IdIV"
X power a.nd mﬁgenco to carry all votcs as they Pleased'
and imme d‘;:t fontr‘.’“mg firms were those possessed of the great“t

alely a controversy_ arose between them and myself &s to th?

k wes being s ppi : . ts
@3 bang cerried on; my control over th_elf.con"ac

Unfortunately the

: c?uapse, but the utter failure and incompetence of the
0 the rest of thejr brother planters, that from that date

treme, and Plantery’ Associations are all defunct,

partly from 3 1 bublic snir i
' 8 want of publi spirit and un2nimity, and partly, I venture to think; |

. because eithér there ig nothi
‘asxto appear worth any combineg action,

-

9. Ihay
T a

tprior to 1867 . . :
b even for some little time after there were not good grounds for

mo :
rost undoubt.edly there were, but I have rceapitulated them to
- Plaiut for some time aftop I?W-Iﬂ"'.be‘m\ade a3 to the continued fiercencss of €™
e after the dxstnct_came under my charge; and I am quiteoccrtam

uite as rapj : L ; es
-bave beea, yot that the present qure as rapid as might under other circumstance

see would have oc '
v : c . . A
cases not been ré-col;rszfid hzz.ld first 1ntentions been always carried out, and in many
o erec. Thougb 3auch yet rémains to be done, yet making

*,

L

- - N N -

=31

petent to undertake the ‘constryction of ‘bridge-"‘
b, in fact, alone constifuted our difficulty, for as.

vé suited their own particular interest,was one that he considered
terests of the district, an opinion Whlchk ;

rge of the distiict, the result proved, as I had feared it .

remonstrances of the planters, an erroneoud -

ion in which I was myself placed. Howevers .
he disturbed waters until now. it-hss come 0

ng to . . . : ce . i
& 10 grumble; at, or, if 50, nothing of such consequenc® -

e - o a. " " » : - C . . o ; I .
gone 1nto thig matter, not with'the view of trying to make ot that "

condition of the district is an argument in favour .
y et . . .
hurried worky and fallen into mistakes which I no¥™ -
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* wero doubtless great encouragement.

.up in the dep
" yreqimé bo Distriet,
- quito willing to forcgo any

. appointment weul
. as I am quite uneq
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- Proccedings of the Madras Govers g;'nt, Public Works Department,
I 10tk Augusy}1872. DR :
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'allowa;ﬁces for the inevitable condition of ﬁngnetfailed roads in such a trying climate, o

4

- a defect that each year is decreasing, I feel #itisfied the public has got value for its
money, and I have no cause to feel ashamg}_i of what I bave been ﬁthe' instrument ,

Ty,

i ‘ NG o . } N l‘.; J— . ' «: : .o v e
6. I do not think that it would have Licen possiblo for me to have stood out

, Hééainst the attacks that were made on. :ﬁe; §or the suﬁ'erinéffoxﬁ the delete_fibué o
" climate that I hax"é not escaped, unless I hag taken so keen an interest in my work

Cey .. : AR . e ot C
as to make its completion and good execution paramount to every other considcr- .

ation, an interest which naturally would no’+have been so great had I been merély
carrying out orders and views of a superioX ; but responsibility and independence
o - -« A [ ) ’ F.v ' . ».:7". R ;.,\‘ L '
7. - It'is this same feeling of interest that makes me look with - bitter disap-
‘pointment to the prospect of no longer preserving the same independence ; many
works are now in an advanced condition, aud it has been solely with the hope of

* carrying them to completion.that. I have braved the telling effccts of solonga -
. “residenco in Wynaad. . By tho time the re*organization takes place, I shall have

been 51 years in independent charge ; in Day 1874, onc year and a half later, T

" shall have completed the period for my Lieutenant-Colonel’s pension, and I have

always looked forward to that time as the date when I could, with satisfaction, hand

‘;Hover charee to a successor of a district: 'Where I have spent so large a p(jrﬁop
= of my 'lifc,'\‘w}ith which I have been thoroughly identified,”and -for which T have™
" Deett able to do somé good service. - It is for that period I would ask for a continu-- -

ance of my present charge undisturbed, so far as its being kept as a whole and -

separate from the control of the District Engineer. I am now sufficiently high

artment not to_be very much below those who will under.the new

‘ Enginecrs, and hold ii¢ependent executive posts; but I am. - -

promotion in prospeet in favour of being allowed to -

romain in my. present position ; indced, I may say that removal to a low-country -

tion matters would make me incompctent for any- position in which they would

wnaltered ; for instance, I 'do not think there is any necessity for keeping South- "

3

ean now look

present official y;:ar_“' As I ask that the existing arrangement of Wynaad, with the

the Tellicherry Circle makes it undesirable that it should:b‘ci aIt«igct‘lxef ‘absorbad,

especially as tho alternative scheme {namely, tb:at .1)r0p(>.$fg(l‘b},* the Su.i_x(-nntmkl(.linrg ‘
" Enginecr, Tth Bivision, in 1866) con\fcempla{cd an arrangement @hqt wou}d proerve
five ranges in Malubar ; and, if, thero is any idea of reverting to that rchieme, I

" T do not desire that the present establishment of Wynaad should continue *.

" east Wynaad any longer as a separate range, and I consider - that a good Overseer . g
after all that is there required. Had no re-organization been contem-: -
ed, I would have reccommended the, absorption of that range at the end of the * .

e exception, may be kept up merely tentporarily, I think if}\_\ﬁ;quld ip‘e’l‘l_iaﬁs. le .
s well not to do away with North Wynaad as arange, the fact of : its belonging to -

: v s . - i RS D y ‘
presuiie_provision 13 made for that number.. To absorb. Nurth \‘Vynaad would .
reduce them to four, and pgrl_xaps after 1’87';3’574‘103(;;'1;1 the _nc§:o§slt3- of n‘l‘c-cr'éuting .

.

d now be tantamount to a foreed Tesignation of the department,-
‘ual to.work in a Lot climate, and my entire ignorance of irriga-. -
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Proceedings of the Madras G¢ : '-nment, Public Werks I)epdr tument, | -j

100 4 *ust 1872,

3.
4

e T

. one range ‘the savmn‘ by absorbmﬂ' i Iantre would thercfore from xta temporary
_ nature, be so very trifling. that it vw : l hardly be - worthwhlle to throw people
- out of employment for it. . But, on t ’ other hand, I am prepared, if a contrary;

= " view is entertained, to take the charg’ - .f all \Vynaad as one range, provided ans

district, Mr. Hasler) be left as'an A sistant. There would be very little extnﬁ
“work entalled by kecping the accoud § separate between tho two clrcles, it would
_merely be that it would be done in_ 1e office instead of in two ; but yet I confess,
I think that North Wynaad as ong’ rg age and Vythery with south- east as another,
i3 a better arranrrement CAIL] ask 3 that I may be continued m 1ndependent

= +
officer - (4nd none better than the ?{ ¥ " who now has charge of that part of the

e
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Proceedmns of the Madras GOb :1 nent Publzc IVork.r Department, -
10tk Au msi 1872.

No. 168A . F rom the same Oﬁicer, (i .ed Vythery, 27th June 1872 No. 290,
S contznuatlon of my letter No. ’3 185 of 25th instant, I beg to add that I ;
- made an- omission that perhups may if fuse an element of dxﬂiculty T donot
propose that I should be permitted to ke &) Iny present exceptional !.ffice estabhsh- '

. ment, nor to have two range officers undar myself The estabhshment I Pr0pose o

" is as foHows S S ; . .
Mapr Kennedy in charge of. South and‘South cast Wynaad as one

range, with the ordmaty oche estabhshment of a Rango Of‘ﬁcer,,
including a Draughtsman. ;

‘A

[P /,; o et

N

i

g;%fz,, SAT
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) " charge of the whole, it being express; y stipulated that such arrangement ceases atz . ;- ~Mr. R. Hasler in charge of Norih Wynaad Range, mth ordmary Range
» the close of the next ofx’icxal ycar-—-—lf 13-74. Anothcr argument which, though 1t§' 1 g L . Establishment. - = ,}‘ ' B
3 . .may not appear serious, is really much more” so” than many that mwht be used.; ; oo Q’x’_’ . 2, M'a_,or Kennedy to have superﬂsxon qver both the above ranges not .
% ; " - The District- Engineer of Malabar will, I fancy, have qmte enougli - of opportu-, i1 g _ under control of D1strzct Enfrlneer of Ma_abar. _ .
'nities of getting fever.in other. parts of his charge to make him by no means; ) H _ ‘ \ . ‘ o
é ::;1\111:1?; tsooblirffa:se int;rmx::vfew‘::gdaf: perlerice i Wynaad Fiaks Rlich he musfé . % No 169  \. ORDER 'rm:non IOth August 1872 No. 1 890." - ‘
: ‘ going on in the district if his _supervi-y ; . R tho fact t'h t
£ ' sxon is to be substantxal “and not merely su erficial. - It i 1s ossible that the future | i ECOGNIZ!NG e fac a success- ‘
2 " District Engineer may have a constxtatlon fﬂ\e ‘my own, nI;uch does not readxlyi v ESTABLISHME\IT No. i fl admmlstratxon of public works ‘in .
. yield to such influences, but I have wet very few Europeans who are so fortunate ;! S E, : Goor o ~ Wynaad has becn owing to the concen- . -
and, if each visit to Wynaad were to be attended by an attack of illness, 1 thinkj : : " tration of executive authonty over all three ranges in’Major Kennedy’s hands; -
‘the District Engineer’s general efficiency would be bettcs ensured. by saving him " e - the Goyernment®resolve to postpone acton on their Order No: 3,918 of 12th .~ °
the nsk when it can be done wn:hout injury.to the public service. ! - December 1866, repeated in No. 1,586 of lst July 1872. As’ proposed by Major .
, S " ‘ p Kenne&yﬁ Soath-east Wynaad wxll cease £q be worked as a separate- range, and its = '
8. The opmmn given bY tho laie Colonel Carpcndale, as also ono expressed . % establishment bo reade available for, the West Coast Canal Range from the date that"
~ tome by hlS predeccssor Colonel Orr, that the existing artangément had workedj o Mr. Qupermsor Potter hands-over charge o°his Overseer; and Mr. Sub- Engmeer ‘
_well, the various approbatory orders of Government, the testimony of all the*} . Hasi-e Range will be conﬁned to North \Vynaad and held under Magor I’ennedy L
Collectors of Malabar with whom I have worked, the recognition by the planters’ i premsely as before. - - I '
 In their voto of thaaks tendered to me through Government and the special appro- 2.; ‘The Government are hkcwxse wdlng to gratlfy MaJor Kennedy s ‘wish to - .
* "bation both of the arrangement itself, and. afterwards of my own service by the: g be allowe d'to retain mdependent charge w ml the end of the official year 1373 74
- _-Secretary of State, embolden me to. (onclude that my continuance in'my presents * ! L “in recognition of the zeal and ablhty w.:ch he bas lntherto shown m such a°
: "posmon would 06t be injurious; that for tho time that I have held the chargée L ! R positiohJ .o « g ‘a " - - N
V’have given satlsfachon and that so srmll a boon as a short continuance of the posiy : { 3. Thls opportumty is takcn of rectlfyng an erratum‘m the second G, O above
i tion I have been 80 long considered-v-orthy of being trusted in will not be refusedj ‘i cL uoted relatmg to the new- Malabar- Rant-ﬁs, the last “two of ‘Which should have
‘ . accompamed as it will be with no real inconvenience to the new orgamzatxon and f ' . geen entered as follows, namely, : fg - ' . o
. not even a temporary i mcrease of cos: to the public. ’ : Foes D Y 7 Ranges. A ST Taluqs. PR
’ 9 I berr to add a list of the ; \arxous Proccednws of Government in which m}' o B T ’Pa!gha.nt.... - '...“ ;' E A;::uﬁriﬁl ;oiﬁudmg est Coast. o e
efforts and their results }laveboen favourably noticed, more cspeually para f"raPhJ %; . West Coast Cannl e e een bochxn and West Coast (:Janal |
‘ 5 of the Secretary of State's Despeteh of 27th Septcmbcr 1869, embodxcd mj ; T (True Ex‘act.) '} 4 '
. ~Proceed1nnsof Government, No. 197, of 9th November 1869 —_ i A }f S T o
' No. 1,543, dated 27th May 1804.” i 2 | ) -
8,939, ,, 20th December 1867. B é RN Colonel RE.,
.oy 472, . 12th I’ebrmry IQGO 3 f ; TR T ) : *Secretary fo Gavemmeni. - |
cy 101, ., 3rd July - » oo ; 3 £ Ma_;orB B. Kennedy L A T e i
. s 3,090, Ig, 9th November ,,- 3 {, To the Controller of Public Works Accounf;s i T
‘ 932, VL”V 15th February 1870, ’ ;\-n ;’ i . s - Superintendting Enrrxneer, 7tk Division, :2 SE
: k-f* o , 3 ‘[ ;! 7 4 -Revenue Department AR e
| ~ : P " - \ % ‘ » Exd. S.T. Aastzn. - ’ . J’% )
(' . ) " I -w; : . § . F . ' §‘/J 'y 'T}::
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