Proceedings of the Madras Government, Re

venue Departnzent,
17¢th January 1872,

No, 210, Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Rev(mue, dated 12th
January 1871, Miscellaneous No. 303 :—
Read the f()llowing letter from the Acting I'.)'ui'.nr}‘-(/‘\,El(-(:mr, for Acting Collector
of Ganjam, to the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Balizada
5 = o o il ]
30th December 1871, No. 1,585,

I mavE the honour to submit the following particulars relating to the state of
the season :—

2.  Market and Crops.—In Gumsur supply of grain is ample. The prices in
the neighbourhood of Jagannadaprasad and Kurcholi are lower than elsewhere,
At Aska paddy obtainable, both country and foreign, new and old. In [[r,l?,/fy/dt/',
Dharacote, Shergada, and the three Malugdaree estates of Aska, the probable yield
of paddy is expected to be not less than six-sixteenths and not more than eight-
teenths. In one mootah of Hautghur ten villages have yielded a ful

SIX-
l crop, seven
villages half, twenty-seven villages a q uarter, and eighteen villages, the crop has
been entirely lost. In this mootah paddy is selling at 51 seers per Rupee and raggy
at 42 seers. Chinnakimedy being on a higher level than other talooks. and few of
its villages being irrigated from rivers, the paddy crop is more deficient than
elsewhere. In one mootah only (Ottagisi) is the yield expected to be a three-
quarter one. The Aska Deputy-Tahsildar believes that as soon as the Crops are
threshed the prices will rise. In Peddakimidy 1t is reported that the crops have
failed, that the poor people are badly off for food, and that paddy-straw is with
‘-”fﬁc,ulty prosurable for catlle.  Tie Thuric Zoinindery NAS Yie: ;T«r « tull crop ;
Teckally exactly half. The Malugdaree estates near Tec:/luZ/g have had th'ffe-(‘[llarrt(zr
crops, with the exception of Pedds Tungam, which »\'mld?d‘ only a quarter. The
raggy crop in this part of the district is estimated at half the llSll:tl. uuttu.rn. In
that division the pa<dy-harvest is not less than last year. There is no difficulty
in procuring food. The Mandasa Zemindar reports that nothing like starvation ig
probable or possible in his Zemindary. In the Zemindary and Malugdaree estates
under the Chicacole Tahsildar, namely, Srikuwrmam, Karkavalsa, Gotlipilly, and
Munaguvalsa, the probable outturn is estimated at 10-16 to 12-16. Paddy is here
50 Rs. per garce.

3. ZLabour, ete.—~In Gumsurthere is no special want among the labouring classes
at present. Coolies from the low country have not been employed as is usual in
good years. The crops have been harvested by the ryots and local labour. The
poorer classes have earned enough food for a month ; they will be badly off and
require employment between March and August. In the neighbourhood of Aska
labour is at present obtainable in the fields in some parts. Where the harvest is in,
the labourers have as usual taken to cutting fuel and drawing water for the cane
fields. There is no present difficulty about food. In portions of Hautghur it is
stated that after the harvest is over it will be necessary to find employment to
avert starvation.

4. lﬁztur—s-uppiy.——ln Gumsur most of the tanks have been drained for cul-
tivation. Four only retain some water. The want of water for cattle is much
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