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No.~4947.
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.

FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.

'CIRCULAR.

o

Svra, ToR - @ - NovEMBER 1871 e

‘Tue Governor General in Council requests that the Local. Governments

will be good enough to furnish té the Financial Department, not later than

January next, a return, -in the annexed form, shewing for each district
the amount of the existing annual demand of land revenue, the estimated
amount to which it will be probably raised on the next revision of assess-
mentL in all cases in which the term of the existing assessments or seftle-

ments will expire within the noxt sm years, and the increment of dcumuuf";
which may be expected to accrue in each of the years from '1872-73 to -

1877-78 from revised scttlements. which are now in progress or which are
likely to be introduced within that period. -

It will be convenient if the districts be arranged in three divisions, with |

a separate total for each division, viz.

1st.—Districts in which ‘existing assessments will continue in force
tlrroufrhout the SiX years:.

Ind, —Dlstncts in Whlch a rcv1slon of assessment is in prooress, or 1s
- likely to be introduced during the six years:

3rd.—Other districts in which ex1stmg settlements will expire within
' the six years.
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Proceedings of the J[adrm
€ Parg

17th Novemper 1871, Mme.,

No. 164, Read the following endorsement from the Under-se
Government of India, Revenue and Commerce, (C o
dated Simla, 31st October 1871, No. 36 :—

tary to 1,
ormmerce and Trade,)

Read the foliowing despatch from the Secretary of State for India, to the Govern
ment of India, dated India Office, London, 104 August 1871, No, 100,

I TraNSMIT herewith, for the information of your Excellency‘s Government
. b
a copy of some despatches,*

. . 3 o - .
From Minister at the Hague, dated 14th February 1871, with enclosures, addressed 4o

with enclosures.

Do. do. go. 23rd March  do. Earl Granville by Her Majesty’s
Do. do. - o. lith April do. . s :
Do. do. do. 10thJuly do. Minister at the Hague, relative

to the tariff in the Dutch posses-

sions in India,

* From E. A. J. IIARRIS, Esq., to tha Right Honourable EARL GRANVILLE, K.G., &e., &e., &,

' periodical lowering of differential dutics,

Commercial, dated Hague, 14th February 1871, No. 4.

~ A rew days ago I had a conversation with the Minister of the Colonies respecting the altera-
. tions in the fariff of the Netherlands India which will be discussed in the Chambers this year with
- & view to the new tariff coming into force on 1st January 1872. . .
. M. Van Bosse told me the chief points of his' proposed measure were the abolition of
‘ differential duties, the levying of import duties on cotton goods by weight as in British India
 instead of ad volorem, and the imposition of a moderate export duty on sugar and coffee,

{ expressed my satisfaction at the proposed abolition of differential duties, but commented on the .

. : - . . N ‘
* export duty as & vicious one in principle. M. Van Bosse said it was necessitated by the financja} :

- status of the colony, ' N :
T have the honour to cnclose copy of a letter addressed by the Minister of the Colonies tg 1

-Chambers of Commerce cmbodying his views and soliciting their advic? on this subject,
I shall feel obliged for any remarks the Board of Tradp may think proper to make op the

- subject as regards British interests.

TRANSLATION.

Dated Ilague, 28th January 1871.

Tﬁm following communication is addressed by the Minister of the Colonies to the (Dutch) :

'Chambers of Commerce :— o
i In undertaking the revision of the tariff of Netherlands India, it appears to me desirable g4

‘once to lay beforo you the principles on which I hope to bring about the above-mentioned revision,
¢ - In the first place, I think it expedicnt to retain the existing import tariff calculated, without
exception, according to the lowest duty now levied. An increase of the duty on spirituousg liquors
on the basia of a double duty on gin, now amounting to florins 20 per tun (‘¢ vat), together with
a corresponding consumption excise on native spirits, will be the only exception to that principle,
’ Tho differential duty will thus come to an end. I consider that the time has arrived when wo
must take this step which wo have so long prepared for.
" While former enactments already tended to diminish the differences in the scale of import
duties according to the place of - export, the tariﬂ'. settled in 1863, which was distinguished by its
a8 & measuro of transition, led of itself to the complete
and entire removal of the protection thus far afforded. The expediency and necessity of such
removal there can now, therefore, be no longer any doubt of.
Now that the rcasons for which the admission on an equal footing into Netherlands India, of all
manufactured productions was considered inexpedicnt have ceased to operate, both in consequence
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roceedings of the Madras Government, Revenwe Department,
K

, 17th November 1871.
/

’

/’ of different Government measures by which Netherlands industry and manufactures have profited,

20d by the successful efforts which the manufacturers in the Netherlands have themsclves given
occasion to be remarked, it would not be at all defensiblo to maintain a difforential scale at tho
cost of the consumers in Netherlands India, at & time when such an impost has long since been
abolished in the Colonies of other countries, for instance, in the British posscssions, of which

- abolition many branches of manufacture in this country derive profit and advantage. A revision
of the tariff in this sense I, therefore, consider, under present circumstances, necessary.

Further, I propose a duty (not differential) on a basis of 3 per cent. to be added to the tariff,
to the amount, for example, of 50 cents. per picul of sugar, and flo. 1 per picul for coffee, on the
. entire export (reserving certain articles to be exempted, rice for example).

It is besides intended to promote, as much as possible, unity of toll and duty, and by removing
transport and bonding charges to make no claims except for the use of the bonding warehouses.

Without violation of the preceding principles, perhaps, further alterations and improvements

can be introduced into the tariff. Concerning the desirableness of such revisions I should like to
receive your advice.

The question may besides be raised whether in N etherlands India, it may not be profitable to
take weight or measure as the basis of estimating the amount of duty according to the example of
British India, instead of an ad valorem duty. 1 should especially like to know if a diffxcult:y can
arige against levying the duty on ordinary cotton manufactures and yarn by weight, according to
the example of the tariff of British India.

The difficulties associated with both ways of levying the duty are sufficicntly known. If the

Ix reference to my dospatch No. 4, Commercial, of the 14th ultimo enclosing a translation

" of a Circular letter addressed by the Minister of the Colonies to the Chambers of Commerce,

embodying his views, and requesting their advice on the subject of the proposed alterations in the
tariff of Netherlands India, I have now the honour to transmit to your Lordship a translation

of the reply from the Chamber of Commerce of
Chamber of Commerce of Botterdam, March 1871, Rotterdam.

I trust on an early occasion to be able to comm

unicate in like manner to your Lordship the -
reply of the Chamber of Commerce at Amsterdam,
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“the bases on which your Excellency proposcs & revision of the Indian tariff.

] t, Revenue Department
Proceedings of the Madras Government, ,
o ° 17th November 1871.

TRANSLATION.
Dated Rotterdam, March 1871,
Tag Chamber received your Excellency’sletter of 28th January last, let. A., No. 37, respectin g

We entered on an examination of these bases with the greatest interest, and mcre especially

. of the intention of your Excellency, on 1gt January 1872, to put an end to differential duties ip
‘o

Netherlands India. o o
We willingly admit that it must come to this: in our fc?rmer commumcitufns to your. Excel.
' decessors in office we always started on the pfmcxple, a8 far as the lmpof‘ d\lt). e8 were
lency s pre hat. in justice to the Java consumer, in the interest of the revenue, and in the interest
;(::::e;:gg;stto:i ;? iur own industry and of our own trade, the measure in the long run is equally

" required.

But we have constantly on former occasions remarked that in all revisions of duties, especially
a . . X
when the Colonies were in question, it is necessary to go to work with precaution. It is now estab-

lished as an incontrovertible truth, that commerce and industry in that direction, more than

i d although this, by a scries of measures, amongst
1ge, were developed under protection, an 18, B3 k
a:z;'};et‘,‘l?ecrev’ision of the Indian tariff in 1865, has been much diminished, it has been even now far
0 !
from disappeared. ’ .00 in the object in View, & syste
- . : introduce no alteration 1n J6¢ » & 8ystem
ingly admit that this ought to in . ] 16 Col
'3 wel ‘:l ;fl Z)erfcct equality for the commerce and industry of all nations 1o tae Lolonles, and
of complete

that the attainment of that object must not be too

‘ i Excellency's
i d Commerce, in an address to your .
iati the promotion of Industry an i :
ASSOC“‘“O’: Z(Zrthe I%th of last October, considered that a period of five years 1slne.ces.starz ;gr::;ii
* -
" p"°3°°°§~°about the equality, and even this appeared to the Chamber at Almelo 1n its
gradually ,

3 turous a step.

; dated 27th January last, too ven ;

your E:\tc?lcncz; :a:t consider that it would bo more prudent to flo away with the tati:rf;;r;t

Lo .“-eﬁor : cent. protection in three periods, viz., 2 per cent. in 1872, 2 per ‘;e“ 1;1 o1 k'
°x‘;t‘:;g 1 P: 2 per .cent in 1876. Whenever there is a doubt, it appears to us preferable to take
an ¢ las * ’ '

the safcst way and so sustain no logs.

long deferred ; but on the other hand, the too -

! i to discouragement
i ~ rapid removal of the last relics of the protective systembwou'l(}de;sﬂy lead to di 2 of
. . . i i ings, must be avoiaed. .
ad valorem duty may in general bo looked upen bathe fairest besl, ' scarccy need pomt. out that i . commerce and industry, which, above all things, solved in 1863, to reduce at once in 1866 the
every regulation by law for the declaration of this value and for the means of a?cer.tammg the b When, after years of preparation, it was resoive o ,_to e 1010, and 1o
correctness of the declaration presents great difficulties, and.not least to commerce itself. The Lo import dutics for goods certified, which on an averflge a ounted o L, with rogard fo pro.
principal objection to duty according to weight lies in the circumstance that the l.e{ist valuable { 1869 to 6 per cent., a rescrvation was made to deci e.n; ention of deciding according to the effects
sorts of the same articles of commerce are the most heavily taxed, and this, paf'txcularly when § X 1600 o 6 per cont o e e | ' .
coarser and finer descriptions are packed up togtftl'xer, oﬁ'e.rs dxﬂi.culhes. The tariffs again must, - produced. » . toour expor.t + to Java is not o0 thoroughly
under this system, be subjected to very many divisions which, with regard to the declaration and t : Tt appears to us that this effect or regult in respec fothe e e by ot
the examination by the officers, cause a great deal of trouble. . ‘1 . decisive as to justify the immediato and entire ren:;va:tzte e tphings B O e yot oo
. . ' . . . - . ., 0 e .

The nature of the trade with India is, however, such, especially in what concerns manufactured - e o e vfive. Offcal statistics exhlbltmi.ect o i s 16 e o et come
goods, that such mixed packages are exceptional. For this reason, perhaps, a scale calculated } . " out aad commercial roturns or reports on the Bt‘;: ot cnlraco o 3o 0n o o eperiod
according to weight, especially for this important article of commerce, would deserve the preference, N they give but meagre information ; moreoz'ex;;aI o oewiene of lato years e D

, ional, : v
As the present tariff will remaiun in force only till the 1st of January next, and an immediate ' N circumstances, 80 ut;ftvo;ratgsi:?gfe:::;;xpom iy AP 1t(;nust - }}:Odme. e
| b . i i ch durin
revision is therefore necessary, I would request you to be good enough to forward me a prompt reply. \ muc;l-th \: :;1: f:ﬁ:: ofothe aw material by reason of tho American ;a:hhaslza:;iio:;: I::tariﬂ‘ nni
| | alte A
e e l‘ ;1;: yéa:s that it has certainly influenced tho ex;;lorti ';Z:])t Zl:::in :n cert:in;
" ' , i different years unusuaily .
el e i : iy COmP{:"sc‘;:r:f ;?Zpilnijm th:t all experience fails to prove. that .the gra;i.ufxl re(;u::;;or;t;: |
.\ 1“;? ‘“'ia t'; :ﬁnce ’1865 has so promoted our industry that the immediate abolition o
B e i prot i inj be carried out.
. ) ‘ : - ction can, without any lnjury, t e Tente
* From E. A.J, IARRIS, Esq., to the Right lonourable EARL GRANVILLE, K.G., &¢., &e., &ec., ? | . s“bs’;t;“gegﬁie“e » can wishontan e, o el o ke semsopiion
Commereial, dated IIague, 23rd March 1871, No. 13. 3N "
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Proceedinér.v of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
17th November 1871.

A o,

an important alteration as the Minister indicates.

India would be abolished, and so Netherlands commerco would be at once deprived of two protec-
tive dutics. The Chamber considers that the time for removing all protection has not yet arrived.
To what relates to the condition of the cotton industry, it calls to mind that railways and indus-
“trial instruction have been brought to perfection, but that communications are not yet perfect, and
that the fruits of that instruction have nof yet ripened. Our cotton market is just in its begin-
ning, and cannot yet be looked upon as firmly established. Tho looms and spindles must always
be got from England, and thero are still not enough spinning machines in the N ctherlands to sup-
ply the demand for yarn. It isnot at present to bo expected that new capital will easily be obtained

for a suﬂicient_ development of our industry, in cons&luence of tho unfavourable results which
industrial undertakings have lately led to. '

Still less can commerce do without the protection of export duties,
tions of our two greatest commercial towns are not completed, railway Communication with forcign
countries is not yet perfect. Other commercial towns, for instance, London, Antwerp, and others,
have many advantages over us. We must. besides think of the opening of the Suez Canal, whith
bas put the harbours of the Mediterranean in an advantageous Position, so that, aided by railways
over and through the Alps, they might be dangerous competitors with our own harbours. The fear
might thus be entertained that should differential duties in India be abolished, foreigne
be the only parties to derive advantage from it,

The Chamber would indicate the consignment system (konsignateestelsel) as a third unfavour-

able circumstance. The large importations and sales of Government produce obstruct those of
Private individuals.

The differential import and export duties in

rs would

Finally, the Chamber protiusts strongly against the proposal of the Minister to tax sugar
exported to the Netherlands. The Netherlands sugar market and industry would be'much endan-
gered therely,  Such an impost, pressing upon the producers, would be also very un.?ust, now that
a new regulation of the sugar plantations in India has just been introduced by which they were
led to belieye th 4

The Chamber approves of duty according to weight in a country where tl'xe oﬁicj,xals have but
little acquaintance with industrial products, and whero the pénalty of seizure is not in force. The

(?hamber Acsires, for the preceding reasons, that the existing tariff, at lcast provisionally, should
1n essential points . |

be maintained

- e—

From E. A, J. IIARRIS, Esq., to the TRight

&e., dated Hague, 10¢h July 1871, Commercial, No. 35. '

the Chambers of Commerce in his plan for

i'n 8ome minor details, the Chawber of Rot
1t, as described in the enclos
last,

the immediate aholition of differcntial dutics, as well a8
terdam being the only one which gave its adhesion to
spatch No. 13, of this scries, dated the 23rd of March
am, as deseribed in my despateh marked Commercial,
cr'cised in opposition to the Minister's plan, and other

The powerful influence of Amsterd

able to it,

But although they de
gradual disappearance fro
Recent events in Fr
advocates for protection

precate the immedjate
 the Indian Tarif

ance and the consequent alteration jn h

rearing their heads here and there, byt I
1 favour of free trade,

abolition of differential dutics, they assent to their

er tarifl of imports have led to the
believe tho greut majority of the

The water communica-

at thcy were to make head against the difficulties with which they had to contend.”

lonouralle EARL GRANVILLE, K. G., &, &c»
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Proceedinas of the Madras Government, ILevenue Department,
| 7 17th November 1871.

i i ico (five years)
A new Governor-General will proceed to the post in Octo})er, tl;e pcnﬁiotf;ngic; (1\ Err. gamcs
i i desiznated for it, as I am s
Ir. Myers having expired. The person g 3 o, B8
(I)il?d:n a); able man, lolding liberal opinions both as to politics and the laws o

Omm———

.
TWar ’

for information. % Ondor )
e (Si"r’led) B. E. BACON, Colonel,

SDILA, For Under-Seey. to the Govt. of India.

28tk September 1871,

O——
»

Cory forwarded to the "Government of Madra
Madras Chamber of Commerce.

s for communication to the

By Order.)
o (Signed) J. GEOGHEGAN, .
T Under-Secy. to the Govt. of India.

ber 1871, No. 1,956.

'R TIEREON, 17th Novem

i : COMMUNICATED tqltlglveLCl‘la_mber of
Commerce, Madras.

No. 165.

NO. R
Separata Revenna, Na. 8. I -

Customs.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) ~ W. IUDLESTON,

Secretary to Government. - :

To the Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce.
,» the Board of Revenue.

Exd. E. C. Shunker.

SV S ool
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue

Department,
17tk November 1871. =~

No. 166.  Read the following letter from the Acting Accountant-General,

Madras, to the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort
St. George, dated 27th October 1871, No. 331 :—

Wirn reference to G. 0. No. 1 ,815, dated 18th instant, sanctioning the grafit
to Mr. Hughesdon, Acting Sub-Collector of Nellore, of acting allowance at 30 per
cent., I have the honour to point out that this is a case similar to that, of Mr, Bliss,
which this Office requested in letter No. 88, dated 5th June 1871, might be reported .
for the ‘confirmation of the Government of India. I have the honour therefore to

- request that the G. O, of 18th instant above referred to may be forwarded to the
Government of India for confirmation, the view which His Excellency in Council
takes of the term “ reversion” appearing to me to be not that contécpplated by the

rules, LT
No. 167, OrpER 'rn‘r:m-:o;q, 17th November 1871, N . 1,957
! - - ~ . OrpErED that the case be referred
igcellaneous, - for confirmation as requested, '
" (True Extract.) - s

(Signed)  W. HUDLESTON,
' - Secretary to Governmeng,

Ezd F. R. Bantleman.
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