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Proceedings of the Madras Goverm}zeni, Revenue Department.
’ 11th November 1871,

October 1871, No. 4,518 :— -

Read the following letter from the Superintendent, Government Farms, to the
' Honorary Secretary, Government Farm Committee, dated Sydapet, 21st
September 1871, No. 425, |

1 nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the Proceedings of the Board

No. 3,889, dated 9th of September 1871, also the receipt of the samples of soil

referred to in Mr. Boswell’s letter. .

9. Now that the Board are in possessioh of well-selected samples of the saline
soils of the Kistna District, it seers to me very desirable that something should be
done to bring,the matter under the notice of one of the most eminent of our Agri-
cultural Chemists, say, Baron Leibig, or Doctor Voelcker, F.R.S., the Consulting
Chemist to the Royal Agricultural Society of England. The cost of a scientific
investigation into the physical and chemical agencies that have brought the soil
into its present barren state would probably not exceed 100 guineas, a very insigni-
ficant sum, when considered along with the fact that, in the Kistna District, in one
yoar (Fusly.1278) 81,729 acres of wet land, yielding an apnual revenue of
Rs. 1,39,311-3-8 were abandoned, chiefly owing to the deterioration of the soil by
the great increase of Chavudu. S ‘ .
8 ‘1 would gladly do all I am able with the very primitive appliances at my
commabuj-wud the inestigation demands too muc i,
interests of too much importance to be trifled with in this way.

IV Qlawe werawaewo

" 4, Thave,however,giv on the matter somo consideration, and with my practical
knowledge of the peculiarities of the soils, climate, and agricultural practice of this
country, will perhaps be able to state the case in such a way that the Chemist

consulted would have no difficulty, after investigating the matter, in suggesting some -

practical plan of solving the difficulty.

—et

TrANSFERRED to the Board of Revenue for their consideration.

(Signed)  F. BRANDT,

29nd September 1871. Honorary Secretary, Government Farm.

OzpERED to be recorded.
2. A copy of the Proccedings of tho Government of India, communicated to
the Board by the Public Works Department of this Government in Order dated
27th September 1871, No. 2,463, will be forwarded to the Superintendent of Farms,

who will see that the report therein contained shows clearly the various and numer- -
ous forms of saline efflorescence or earthy salt which are drawn to the surface under

a system of irrigation, and details some successful experiments for getting rid of
the efflorescence. - ‘ '

Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 27th

g cnd emhraces ‘
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3. The Board consider therefore th;}t the proposal made by the Superintendent

is at present premature. -
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i ‘ Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, - Z
Pt ey S ' 11tk Noveméber 1871, ' ;
) . M e e e ““"1;&n.o~~.¢~-\_._' ! . E ————— . . §
S - Government, Revenue Department, ™ o ' ) P " 3
{ Proceedings of the J;Ila;i‘r;; ber 187 l’ p ! ; ‘ f No. 71. Read th_e following letter from the Commissioner of the Nilgiris, to}
A th November . i | ‘L F the Secretary to Govemment, Revenug Department, Fort S, George, dated’
% . I : ' N Ootacamund, 2nd November 1871, No_85. : ’ n
, Ozprr THEREON, 11th November 1871, No. 1,907, ) - Mg o i | § Lo
o ¢ No. 70 ’ . . , ’ ) : : o L“‘“h . ! ‘ " frtment, 7th?
%’ Miscellaneous. “ORDERED to be recorded. 1 : . . a T~ - printendent,
; ! S " leth 'ith
: ' T, (True Extract.) ‘i : ‘"/* er. m'
e B 3 K it e . .
: ) : _ : .o (2 22 l% nt of Indja
L (Signed) ~ W. IUDLESTON, , ﬁmud\: 187 1. N ,
: ' Secretary to Governmiens.
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¢3, whon under cultivation they are found to produce the best fibre, and make the finest growth

- §en grown in the open, The Jand solected shiould be well sheltered from prevailine winds, ae the §

{ng shoots are very succalont, and when blown one against the other by high winds the fibre ;
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Proceedings qf the Madras Government, Revenue Department “ VO . [ Proceedings of tlze Madra.s Government, Revenue Department o
11th November 1871. - Do f 11¢A November 1871, }

i ) *

| . 1) : )

NO- 70 _ Ozpz TuEREON, 11th November 1871, No. 1,907. E 4 | E No. 71. Read the following letter from the Commissioner of the Nilgiris, to}
— n“““ e | ,‘, i } the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort St. George, dated,

‘ | _ A , \1 ; { Ootacamund, 2nd November 1871, No. 85 :— ’g

;' Wire reference to Proceedings of the Government, Revenue Department, 7fh5

{ t July 1871, No. 1,172, I have the honour to forward g letter from the Superintendent, ]
Government Clnchona Plantations, regarding the Nilgiri Nettle, together w ith!
| - speciizens of the plant and of the unbleached and bleached fibre. ' {

2. The quantity of Nilgiri Nettle fibre required by. the Govemmcnt of Iudxa.

Ao | @nbt of {1871 b AYndras.

?_,)' REVENUE. g

et e
- r—
gt o

| ' .  To : ' g will be forwarded as soon as Mr. Mclvor is able to procure it. ;
11E BOARD OF REVENUL. Al : " — :
\ ' : \‘ ’1 Excrosure No. 1. » i
, )‘, 4: From Mr. ‘W. G. McIVOR, Superintendent of the Government Cinchona Plantations, to the Com-i
' - Dated Novewber 11th. 1 ‘J ‘{ missioner of the Nilgiris, dated Ootacamund, 23td October 1871, No. 95. i
) ' ' : Recd. ' : e, ' ; Wrrm reference to the Order of Government of the 7th July 1871, No. 1,172, T have the,

z honour to inform you that I am at present unable to procure the quantity of Nilgiri Nettle fibre’
;reqmred by the Government of India. The plants being now in full growth and succulent, the!
¢
¢
]
&
'
§
x

fibre is weak, and would not be a fair sample. By the end of February I hope to be able to col]ect‘
a hundred weight of the fibre, and will then forward a statement of the manner in which it 13
prepared, together with the cost. : : "
2. In the meantime I beg to furnish such information as I am able with reference to the; 3

‘¢ climate, soil, elevation, and aspect of the places Wlnch the Nilgiri Nettle a.ﬁ’ects, and the)
‘¢ manner of its growth and propagation.’ .
. Climute.~The Nilgiri Nettle thrives equally well in clunates where the mean tempcra.ture"

. ¢ varies from 58° to 70° Fakr., and whera the rain-fall exceeds 150 mches and descends as low as’
-1 35 inches. i
x Soil.—The soil must be naturally rich or be well manured. The plant luxuriates in the neigh- |
. bourhood of the Todar cattle kraals, where it is abunda.ntly supphed with manure from the droppmws
h - of the cattle.

e —e e ——

(1 0., lll.t \oumlu lb.l A\o 19‘)7

icovh IBE(\“
Nos. €270, Y

€ ey W e

Llevation.~The elevation best suited to the growth of the plant is about 6,000 feet. It,?
i however, grows well up to 7,000 feet and as low as 3,000 feet.
.. Adspect.—The plant grows in sheltercd positions facing the north, and generally under the )
shade of large trees. The above observations refer to the plant in its natural localities. \
3. At the end of 1848 I tried the cultivation of the Nilgiri Nettle, and continued to culti-!
{vate it for a period of five years. The plant is easily propagated from seeds or division of the roots. :
{ It grows frecly, is a perennial, and produces stema varying from 6 to 10 feet in height, accordmg }
to the nature of the soil in which it is planted. The plants gave tho heaviest yield when placedg
in rowa 2 feet apart, and the plants one foot apart in the row.
4. Scveral attempts have been made on the Nilgiris to cultivate the plant on a large scale, §
but all have proved unsuccessful in consequence of the cost of preparation of the fibre. The
luging qualitics of the plant also render it difivuls to handle, and,-without the aid of machiuery,g
the fibre could not be shipped at Madras for less than Rs. 1,120 per ton. .i
‘e . 5. The cultivation of the plant is expensive, as the soil must be turned up to & depth of at. 3
» least 14 inches, and to produce heavy crops from 30 to 40 tous of manure are required annuallys
§ per acre, the manure, in the first instance, being laid on the ground before it is trenched over, and
. * gsubsequently applied as a top-dressing immediately after the plants are cut down. »;
2 $ 6. Although in their natural localitics the plants love the shade and protection of forestr

%
13

4
i

Saline soils of the Kistna Distyict —~Vpn-1 .
ceelings Board of Revenue ragardings their mvesti- 10

- gauon by oeome ewmiuent Agrienitural Chemisd, f}
recerded. :
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troes, when under cultivation they are found to produce the best fibre, and make the finest growth 2
when grown in the open. The Jand selected should be well sheltered from prevailing winds, as the
young shoots are very succulent, and when blown one against the other by high winds the fibre
becomcs m;ured and the growth of the plants much retarded.
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Proceedings ef the Madras Government, Revende Departmelnt,
11¢h November 1871,

7. With this communication I forward epecxmens of the plant, together with a gpeoxmon Of
the unbleached and bleached fibre.

- No., 72, Orpee THEREON, 11th November 1871, No. 1,008.

Miscellaneous. ~ ' '

Orngren ta ha fnrwarded together S B
~with the enclosure and the specimens,

to the Government of India, with'refer- -

~ence to the.letter from that Government, dated 17th J une 187 1, No. 5.
(True Extract.) - ‘
" (Signed)  W. HUDLESTON ,

Secretary to Government.

.

To the Commissioner of the Nilgiris.
»» the Board of Reveaue
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REVENUE DEPA#TMENT,
Forr St. GEORGE,
11¢h November 1871,
- No., 73, - e ' ’
'No N NO. 1,9090 .
To

Tm: SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, REVENUE, AND CoMMERCE,

Miscellaneous.

‘I am directed to forward the accom-

panym" letter from the Commissioner of the Nilgiris, gwmg cover to one from

Mr, Mclvor regarding the Nilgiri Nettle.

9. The specimens of the p

d.
d by Mr. McIvor, are “also transmxtte
fOTW‘gde It V};lll be perceis"ed that Mr. MclIvor is at present unable to procure the

one cwt. of fibre required in your lctter under reply, but promises to collect and
gend it by the end of l*ebruary, thh information as to the mode of preparatlon

ond pnet R
| 1 have the t}onour to be,
Sir, |
Your most obedient servant,
W, HUDLESTON,

(Signed)
i Secretary to Government.

FVI‘ ' D DRavilaman -+

Sir,—With reference to your-
letter dated 17th June 1871, No. 5,

laut and of the bleached and unbleached ﬁbre,"
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