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Proceedings of .(he Madras Government, Revenue Depqrtmenl,
' ~ 23rd Oclober 1871, ’

No. 229. Read the following letter from the Conservator of Forests, to the
Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort St. George, dated
Ootacamund, 18th October 1871, No, 609 :—

1 5avE the honour to inform you that I have lately inspected the railway fuel
plantation opgwations recently commenced under Mr. Lowrie in South Tinnevelly.

e T Onder the advice and assistance of the Collector, Mr. Lowrie has made
a coffiplete tour and gained a considerable knowledge of the country in the vicinity
of the proposed new line of railway.

3. On the banks and padugay lands of the Tambrapoorney and its tributa-
ries and along the channel-banks and on the banks of the river-fed tanks (in
- pumber nearly 600), there is abundance of rich land available for planting. Some
lakbs of large thorn-trees (Acacia Arabica and Acacia planifrons) and innumerable
seedlings are already growing over the tracts in question, and the Collector sees no
objection to a sufficient area of this land being taken up for our fuel operations as
long as Mr. Lowrie works under his orders (as he is now doing); and he is of
opinion that simple reservation aund conservancy of existing trees and seedlings
and the exclusion of goats will be sufficient without any planting ; Mr. Lowrie and
I feel certain that fencing will generally be required, and that it will be often
- necessary to supplement by planting ; and the Collector sees no objection to this.
Tt is therefore proposed to fence in such tracts as require it, and, with a view to
supplement the indigenous growth, to form nurseries aud sow broad-cast, or in
trenches and pits, etc., as Mr. Lowrie may think necessary. If this is carried out
_thete will not, I feel sure, be any difficulty in raising sufficient timber for all the
railway requirements in addition fo local wants.

4. The sites selected by Licutenant Walker for plantations, and mentioned in
paragraphs 4 and 8 of my letter, recorded in G. O. No. 1,064 of 15th June last,
have been- condemned by Mr. Lowrie, and I feel sure it would be worse than
useless to attempt to plant any of these or similar tracts. There are several small
plantations formed by the Revenue authorities in different parts of the district on
land of this nature, and they are complete failures. The. trees, though they have
been regularly watered and cared for at considerable expense, are only 2} to 6 feet
in height after a growth of some three years, and they have almost all an unhealthy
and stunted appearance. The following is Mr. Lowrie’s report upon the six tracts

in question :—
Block No. I, 40 acres... {Deep good soil on the edge of a tank, but quite bare
- of any trees whatever.
‘ Hard gravelly soil without a shrub of any sort grow-
- ing on it. Much exposed to the south-west mon-’
11,150 5 4 soon. No water available. No trees could be
grown on it : .
‘ ¢ Two-thirds of these 900 acres are the same as Block
p o HLy100 -, No.III. The wind is so high that one can hardly
no» 1\‘;_’ g?)g n o 2‘ stand at times. Theremaining 300 acres havea
»oope 09 ” | slightly better soil, but not adapted to the growth
’ {_ - of trees.
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_Proceedings of the Madras (”overnment Revenue Department, }
‘ 23rd October 1871,
; {
}; - No. 230, "~ - OxpER THEREOY, 23rd October 1871, No. 1,833.
: Forests, No. 1. Tue Government are glad to receive
~ : 80 promising a report of the prospects of
} R ' - fuel-supply in the Tinnevelly District,
; - ---- andare confident that the Forest Departiment will receive everywgsistance from the
[
Collector and his subordinates. \.
i ' ' (True Extract.)
o | (Signed) ~ W. IIUDLESTOY,
X " Secretary to Covernment.
!
1
’ - V o i
.
#
i,
- S 4
. NP ~-e - B ]
s : ’ i
E To the Board of Revenue. . 5
‘ ,, the Collector of Tinnevelly.
,» the Conservator of Forests.
»» the Public Works Department.
.

R et
“

Exd. F, R. Bantleman.
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