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- On the Southern Canal the license fee is 2 Rs. per ton of boat-measurement for all boats,
_+ the Kistna Canal, if I remember rightly, it is 1 Rupee per ton of boat-measurement for all cargo

Proceedmms of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
1st Iebruary 1871,

Read the following :—

No. 13. Proceedmrrs of the Board of Re venue, dated 12th October 1870,

No. 6,076.

" Read the following letter from the Officiating Collector of Nellore, to the Acting

Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated 14th May 1870, No. 1,044.

I rave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the Board’s Proceedings,

- No. 1,511, dated 3rd March 1870, requesting me to report on the state of the

traffic in that portion of Cochrane’s Canal which lies within this district, and to

- state, in communication with the Executive Engineer, what arrangements may be

~ made for the collection of tolls, so that all boats making use of the canal should
' be made to contribute towards its maintenance.

2. In his Arzee, dated 12th April 1870, No. 258-1 ,060; the Gudur Tahsildar

. reports that paddy, chillies, turmeric, firewood, and palinyra leaves, are exported
. to Madras from Dugarazupatam, and that from Sriharikota firewood is exported
{ chiefly ; but there is no information either in the Revenue or Sea Customs Depart-
" ment as to the quantity exported or the profit realized.

3. The canal is now opened up to Siddavaram, i.e., about seven miles north
of Dugarazupatam and within ten miles or so of the back-water at Kistnapatam.

- 4. On a reference made to the Executive Engineer, East Coast Canal, he sent
me, with his letter, dated 25th ultimo, No. 29, copy of a letter addressed by him
on the same date to the Collector of Madras; transcript of this is enclosed. I
entirely agree with Captain Hasted in thinking that the license-system as in vogue

" in the Godavery and Kistna Deltas should be universally adopted in lieu of the

method hithertoin vogue at one extremity of the northem branch of the East
Coast Canal. :

Excrosvere No. 1.

. From the Executlve Engineer, East Coast Canal Range, Madras, to the Collector of Madras,

dated Sadras Canal, 25th April 1870, No. 20.

Wira reference to your memorandum, No. 68, dated 5th instant, I have the honour to inform
you that there is no information in this office regarding the amount of traffic on the canal independ-

- ent of that which passes the lock. Such traffic undoubtedly exists to some extent, but I have

had so short an experience of the canal that I cannot give an opinion as to the extent. On the

- two occasions that I have been up to the extension of the canal beyond Dugarazupatam, I have

noticed that, after passing the Sriharikota jungles, very few boats of any sort are met with.
2. Asit is probable that the canal will be this year extended to within a few miles of

~ Kistnapatam, and, after a short time, to within seventeen miles of Nellore, it may be expected

that traffic will soon be very much heavier,

3.  The present system of levying tolls seems to me to be objectionablo ; it necessitates the
employment of a considerable establishment, gives the Lock establishment a great deal of harrass-

" ing work, and causes annoyance and occasional delay to the boatmen, besides giving an bpening

to attempts to evade the toll. I consider that it would be better to make all boats on the canal
pay a license-tax, as is done on the Southern Canal and also on the Kistna and Godavery Canals.
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boats, and 1 Rupee per head carried for passenger boats ; these latter were entirely covered over
and the fee fixed by a measurement of the roof. The system and rates now prevailing on the
Sadras Canal mizht probably be adopted, and it is very desirable, with the prospect of the canals
Leing some day connected, that the rates should be the same ; but, from a return I find in this
ofice of the canal receipts in past years and statement of the number of boats using the canal,
it would appear that at these rates the receipts would be considerably less than they have been. I
am not in possession of the actual number or tonnage of the boats, but I concludé that you have
that information, and would suggest a consideration of this point.

4. The fee of 2 Rs. per ton scems sullicient for all boats of small tonnage, but I thick an

"increased rate might be charged for very large boats, say.upwards of twenty-five tons. Many of

the huge firewood and shell boats are laden to the utmost they will carry, and, in this state,
draw as much as three and-a-half fect of water, and at times almost block up the navigation and
cause delay to other boats passing. The use of such boats sould be discouraged as much as possible.
5. The canal is not fitted for such traffic. ‘
6. Noboat should draw more than three feet.

7. The establishment that would be required would probably be one Traflic Supel;intendent
on 50 Rs. and two Peons south of Pulicat Lake, and one Assistant Traflic Superintendent on 40 Rs.

and two Peons north of the lake, also two Peons to be in continual attendance at the DBasin to

keep order as far as possible among the boats. .

8. Fishing boats used exclusively on the Pulicat Lake, and Pleasure boats, etc., in Egnore
Back-water, need not be required to take out a license ; the superintendence I'have proposed is
gufficient to prevent any attempt to run cargo down the canal on such boats, and, if the establish~
ment is under the Revenue Department, an additional check may be had by authorizing the
Executive Engineer to stop all boatmen unable to produce a license, '

From the Acting Collector of Chingleput, to the Acting Secretary to the Board of

Revenue, dated Sydapet, 28th July 1870, No. 303, :

WirH reference to paragraph 2 of the Board’s Procgedings, dated the 3rd
March last, No. 1,511, I have the honour to state that there is no information
either in this office or in that of the Executive Engineer in charge of Cochrane’s
Canal regarding the amount of traflic on the canal independent of that which
passes the lock and pays the regular tolls. ’ ‘

2, The present system of levying tolls at the Basin appears to me to be
objectionable both because .all boats plying on the canal to the north of the lock

evade the payment of the toll, and because attempts are made by some of the

boatmen to escape payment even at the Basin.

3 I am fherefore of opinion that the system of licensing boats now in -

force on the Southern Canal sbould be introduced in the Northern Canal,

4. 1have consulted Captain Hasted onthe subject, and forward herewith
copy of his letter, dated 14th July 1870, No. 94, for the Board’s information.

5. T entirely approve of all Captain Hasted’s proposals, and recommend that

the rates proposed by him should be sanctigned.
6. According to the rates now recommended the revenue of the canal will

‘ amount to Rs. 37,437 per annum. The averagé toll collections for the past six

ears amount to Rs. 37,853, as shown in the subjoined statement. From this it
will be seen that tlie proposed system of licensing boats will involve no loss to

-
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Government, but may perhaps prove slightly remunerative, as boats now plying
to the north of the lock will have hereafter to pay the license fees :—

COLLECTIONS IN

Canals. | Average per
1864-65. | - 1565-66. 1866-67. 1867-68. l 1863.69, 1869-70. Towl, | 000
i
R8. A. P. RS &, P RS, A, P E8. A, P RBS. A-.P. BS, A, P. RS, A, P.‘ RS, 4A. P,
Northern !
Canal... || 3 4 , . .
(Canal... 7,036 12 040,188 5 0 41,945 6 9‘41,543 4 8}30,861 3 6 31,640 11 3I2,271la 9 9l 37,852 9 7
Canal... | 1,24413 2 1,817 811 874 0 o‘ 1,373 13 11, 1,286 13 0 1,284 810 7,881 710/ 1,313 9 3
L { (. )
i
Total... || 39,181 9 2|42,005 13 11’ 42,819 & 9% 45,917 1 2 32,147 14 6 32,925 4 1'2,34,997 1 7] 39,166 2 10
i [ i ’

*1 Head Lascar, }To be; .e.mp]oi':

7. Captain Hasted also proposes to do away with the present Toll establish-
ment, and to entertain two Traffic Superintendents on Rs. 50 and 30 per month,
one to be continually moving between the Basin and the Pulicat Lake, and the
other between Mvsjid and the end of the canal northwards. As these oﬂi,cers will

~ be required to be constantly on the move, and will have to keep a boat each, I

) * At the Basin. 6. think that their salaries should not be
1 Superintendent e eee e e 100 less than Rs. 70 and 50, with a per-
%g}'srokﬂ' B ?g manent batta of one-fourth of their
4 Peons, at 7 Rs. each ... ... ... .. 28 Pay. The present Toll establishment,
1 Sweeper be Shnd e 5 _inclusive of that at the lock, costs
At the Shadayencoopum Lock. s 041 :

1 Conicopillay Y cee ene eee e 20 Rs. 24.1 per month. The cost of the
1 .ilssist-ant do. o wes wee .. 12 establishment now proposed will only
1 Head Lascar 8 Ty e

4 Lascars, at 7 Bs. each ... ... ... «. 28 amount to Rs. 215 as per margin; a

— saving will thus be effected of Rs 26
241  a.month.

4
—

BS. A. P. BS.A. P. 8. I beg to recommend that -

1 Traffic Superintendent {gi{ta ;g (8)?) Act I. of 1870, providing for the
g7 8'0 collection of license fees on canals, be

1 Assistant do. {g;{m fg g (()) put in force in the Madras, Chingle-

that the Deputy-Collector in charge of

80
2 Peons, at 6 Rs. each, to accompany
8 g the Salt Department in the Chingleput
00
00
00

Traffic Superintendent ... U |
2 do. toaccompany Asst. do.. ... 1
2 do. to be stationed at the Basin to

2

2

and Nellore Districts should be autho-
keep order 12
8
1

rized to issue licenses and collect fees
under Section 7, and should be
appointed Supervisors of the canal
under Section 9 of the Act.

9. A sct of rules drawn up by Captain Hasted is herewith forwarded. Ihave
suggested a few modifications in the rules which appear to me to be advisable.

10. With reference to paragraph 3 of the Board’s Proceedings under reply,
I beg to state that by some oversight the Deputy-Collector’s letter of 23rd March
1868 appears to have been delayed in this office. ~As regards paragraph 4, I beg
to inform the Board that a license fee of Rs. 2 per ton is levied on all boats plying

3 Lascars, at 7 Rs. each.) ed at thelock 12

Total... 215 0 0

put, and Nellore Districts. Ialsothink -
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on the Southern Canal, a distance of forty miles. The total number of boats now
licensed is ninety-three, and the amount of revenue realized in Fasli 1278 was
Rs. 1,167-8-0.

Excrosore No. 1.

From the Executive Engineer, East Coast Canal Range, Chingleput District, to the Acting Collec-
tor of Chingleput, dated Nungumbaukun, 14th July 1870, No. 94.

Wite reference to your letter, No. 124, dated 1lst January 1870, forwarding copies of
communications addressed to the Executive Officer lately in charge of the canals on the subject of
tolls, I have the honour to forward, after consultation with the Deputy-Collector of Madras, and
consideration of such returns as I have been able to obtain, a draft of the rules I propose to put

in force for the regulation of navigation on the Northern Canal, and which clearly state the toll

proposed to be levied. .
2. The revenue derived from the canal for the past three years I am informed is as follows:—
. RS.
In 1867-€8 ... s o 44,543
In 1868-69 .. wee  wee wee e ... 30,861
In 1869-70 ... .. 91,738
The falling off in the last two years I believe to have been caused by the canal having been,
in consequence of continued dry weather, closed for some months to traffic, but i1t would appear
that the revenue in 1867-68 is considerably above the average. The cause of this is probably an
increased salt trafic during that year.
3. The number of boats at present makmcr use of the canal is 697 :—
_ _ RS.
Cargo boats ... e+ eas vee .. 477
Top boats and budo'erows e e e e 220

Total... 697

The cargo boats vary from two tons, to forty tons, and the top boats are all rated as one-ton .

Loats. The total tonnage on the canal is 11,323 tons.

"The toll being, asI have informed, 4 Annas per ton, whatever the cargo may be, on all boats ;"

brirging cargo south of the Shadayencoopum Lock, it follows, therefore, supposing that the

H

¢

present tonnage has been plying on the canal for the past three years, that in 1867-68 each ton

paid toll 15°6 times or made 156 trips ; in 1868-69, 108 times or made 10-8 trips; in 1869-70,
112 times or made 11-2 trips.
4. As stated in my letter, No. 20, dated 25th April 1870, I am of opinion that a license
- fee, as at present levied on the Godavery and Kistna Canals, and also on the Sadras Canal, would
be preferable to the system of tolls now in use, and in this opinion the Deputy-Collector of Madras
concurs. In fixing the amount of the tax I have carefully considered the figures given above,
my object being to make the tax acceptable, as far as possible, to boat-owners, and, at the same
time, to secure for Government the highest amount of revenue consistent with the development of
navigation. .
5. Complaints have been made, and are referred to in Mr. Fane's letter to the Executive
Engineer in charge of the canal, of the payment of canal dues having been evaded, and my
attention has been called specially to this point. It was proposed by Mr. Fraser to extend the

establishment already employed in collecting tolls and to establish toll bars at two places to the |
north of the lock g0 as to catch the traffic between villages Iying to the north and prevent, to some f
extent, this evasion of dues. I should prefer myself to do away with the Toll establishment rathear i

than extend it, as it gives great opportumtxes for abuse ; and I believe the system of licensing | v
boats will do more to prevent the evasion of dues than any extension of the present establishment. ,

6. The licensing of boats, I propose, should come into force on a certain day, due notice of -
which must be given, and licenses which will remain in force for one year will be granted on pay-

m———
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i ment of the fee fized. The rules I have drawn up, several of which are taken from the rules for

lxcensmv boats on the canal in the Godavery District, approved by Government in 1863, show the
fproposed arrangements, and it remains only to fix the rates to be charged, and to decide on the
, becessary arrangements for registering the boats and issuing licenses.

7. The rates I propose are as follow : —
' RS.

20 per annum. ‘

Steam boats (either tugs or passenger boats)

Budgerows ... s aes ... 10 .

; Top boats, (passenger) .. D '
; Cargo boats below thirty tons burden per ton e 3 ’
Do. above do. do. e 4 .

. These, I think, will not be considered excessive. The carzo boats are divided into two classes,
all those above thirty tons measurement being charged 1 Rupee per ton more than those below
that measurement, to discourage the use of huge boats, for which the canal in its present state is
" quite unsuited, as much as possible. These large boats are clumsy and difficult to manage, and often

- cause obstruction to the nayvigation, while it i3 on their account chiefly that in -ordinary scasons-

complamts of insufficiency of water are made. Ifind that in 1858 an additional toll of 1 Anna
" per ton was charged on all boats having a breadth in excess of ten feet, as they were said to cause
: obstruction to the navigation. .
" 8. Therate of Rs. 3 per ton fized for cargo boats wdl appear reasonable if looked at in
" this way. The license fee on a twenty-ton boat would be 60 Rs. for the whole year. Under the
existing rules a twenty-ton boat would pay 5 Rs. a trip as toll, and would only have to make
twelve trips a-year, or one trip a-month, to make the present toll equal to the proposed fee. It
| appears from paragraph 3 that in the last two years, during which the water has been exceptionally
“low in the canal, a boat may be assumed to make from 10-8 to 11‘2 trips a-year, and in the
: previous year 156 trips. I donot believe, therefore, that the proposed rate will press too hard on
: the boat-owners. * -
! 9. Passenger boats are at present treated very leniently. They are assumed to be all one-
{ ton boats, though most of them, I believe, are above this measurement, and pay only 4 Annas a
trip. It is true they bave not such continual employment as large boats ; but at times, such as
on the occasion of a festival, their receipts are very large, and I do not think the fee I have
proposed is at all too high.

10. Allowing the rates proposed, I make the receipt of the canal for the year from the
information given me by the Deputy-Collector and Superintendent of Tollsto be as follows :—

e e i e e g S e

- »RS.
10 budgerows, at 10 Rs. ... e C e e 100
210 top boats, at 5 Rs. . s oo . 1,050

8,125 boats (up to thirty tons) at 3 Rs. per ton e 23,375
2,978 . ‘do. (above do. )at4 ,, 5 e e we 11,912

- : Total... 37,437
which revenue, it must be remembered is a certain one at present, and may be expected to

i e g e 8

increase.

; 11. The establishment at present maintained for the collection of tolls is

. R,
f 1 Superintendent, per mensem e ee 100
: 1 Writer... ... cee . wes ‘oo oo ase 30
1 SBroff e wve e e e e e e e 10
4 PeOnB.cc ses - ees  ees e 23
1 Mussalchi ... veo  esee  eee 5

Total per mengsem... 173
. ‘ or per annum,.. 2,076

[N
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The establishment I prepose is-— ‘ . Rs,

1 Traffic Superintendent .., e es .. £O
I Assistant . do. oe e e 3V
6 Peons... ... ... ... . . . 42

__— Total per mensem... 122

or per annum ... 1,464
. The%aving on Establishment would, thercfore, be Rs. 612 per annum. The Trallic Superin-
tendent with two Pcons would be continually on the move between Pulicat and the Basin ; the

Assistant Supcrin_t'endent and two Peons between Musjid and the end of the canal northwards ;

and two Peons would be stationed at the Basin to keep order as much as possible, and to prevens
the entrance being blocked up by empty boats. 1 think this establishment should bé under the
control of the executive officer in charge of the canal, as he is continually going up and down the
canal, and would have better opfortunities of looking after the men than any ofe else. It

matters little through what department their pay is drawn, so long as the Exccutive Engiucer

Las power to purish any irregularities that come to Lis notice.

12, Asregards the measurement and registering of boats, I am inclined to think that, as al]
the boats at present plying on the canal have been earefully measured and marked conspicuously
with a separate number and their tonnage, that it is advisable, with a view to occasioning as little
Inconvenierce to boat-owners as possible, to retain the 'existring numbers, and, when new boats
are brought on the canal, to measure them according to the old system, which, from the corre-
epondence in this office, seems to have been very carefully introduced. , It will be a comparatively

*easy matter to re-measure and number the boats at some future period, if necessary, when the new
system is thoroughly understood. The officer to be appointed as Registrar of boats might Le
either the Executive Engineer or the Deputy-Collector. I should think it would be easier for the
Executive Engineer to conduct the duties than the Deputy-Collector, _ , ,

13. The form of license might be that adopted on the Godavery and Kistna. -] have not the
form by me, but I believe it answers every purpose. '

14. -The license fee payable on the Sadras Canal is only Rs. 2 per ton, and it seems but

reasonable to me that the fee on the Northern Canal should be greater than that on the South

Canal, when, if ever, the junction canal is cut, I think no objection would be raised to the fee
on the South Canal being increased to that I now propose.
>15. In conclusion, I have only to remark that the draft rules I now forward may be, and
probably are, very imperfect. I ouly suggest such rules as have occurred to me after considering
the rules adopted on the Ganges, Godavery, and Kistna Ca:nals, and the Bills for the regulation of
Navigation Canals in the North of Iniia, with a very short experience of these canals. Should my
proposals, or any modification of them be approved, I shall be happy to give every assistance in my
powke’x" towards drafting rules with -any alterations that may appear necessary. I should mention
~ that a set of bys-laws have been adopted on the Godavery Canals, and that these are quite separate
from the draft rules for licensing boats. I have drawn out but one set of rules, and I do not sce
any reason why the draft rules, which I suppose must be submitied to Government, should nqt
contain all the regulations which it may be advisable to make.

Excrosvere No. 2.

ApstracT.—Droposed Rules for regulating Navigation on the N orthern Canal.

H

From the Acting Collector of Chingleput, to the Acting:Secretary to the Board
. ~ of Revenue, dated Sydapet, 13th September 1870, No. 373.

SIXCE writing my letter of the 28th July last, No. 303, I have received a copy
of the rules for the licensing of boats in the Godavery District. Two of these

-
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rules for the measurement of cargo and passenger boats may, I think, with
advantage be added to the draft rules submitted with my former letter.

2. All the boats at present plying on the East Coast Cana'l have bee.n
measured and conspicuously marked with a separate nul.nber, afmd their tom}age.a 13
also clearly exhibited. I therefore deem it advisable, with a view t? occasioning
as little inconvenience as possible to boat-owners, to retain the exmtmg: numbers.
When new boats are placed on the canal they can be measured according to the
rules now proposed. ’ ' | .

3. I also recommend the addition to Rule 8 of a penal clause for the punish-
ment of boat-owners who over-crowd their boats. . .

4. A copy of the Draft Rules already sent with the additions now proposed is
Lerewith submitted. Ialso enclose for approval a form of license to be granted
to the owners of boats. .

—
—

ul r requlating Navigation on the Northern
Droposed Rules f:O g ot ¢ Add © framed under

Froy and after the day of 187 no boat will be tl-le provisions of Sg@-
allowed to make use of the Northern Can‘al the owners of tion 2‘2,A::’t L of 1870,
which have nottaken outalicense, ashereinafter provided, (Madras).
éxcept in the cases referred to in Rule 14. .

9. Every owner or owners of a boat desirous of

hkino: out a license to make use of the canal shall apply
i )e:son or by writing to the officer appointed by Gov- ) .
n | t as Registrar of Boats, T giving the name or names, + For ¢ as Reg1§trar
it there O of owner or owners, with place of Boats” substitute
and time when, the vesselor to ¢ collect license
fees.”

if there be more than one,
of residence and place where,

t was built, : . |
ber 3. Boats will be measured by the following rule :—

Length—At half the depth between planks and
stern and fore-belts.
Breadth.—An average of four widths takerf at equal ‘
distances between the same points at the
same depth.
Depth of boat in centre.
4. Passenger boats will be allowed to carry one
passenger for every five square-feet of.deck. When pass;‘arj-
gers and goods are carried together in the same.boat, ive
maunds of 25 1bs. each shall be cqnmdered equivalent to .

.

one passenger. : .
! Pas:en"er boats will be measured by the following
=]

rule— 5

Length— of upper deck over all.

Breadth—mecan of four measurements taken at
equal distances. '
T(klxe capacity of the vessel or boat having been

S5. .
ed by measurcment, the owner or owners will be

ascertain
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required to pay, before recciving a license, such rate per
ton per annum as may be fixed by Government, provided
that such rate shall not excced, in the case of boats of or
below thirty tons measurement, 3 Rupees pet-ton, and, in
case of all boats excceding thirty tons measurement, 4 Rs,
per ton. :

6. On the payment of the sum fixed as above pro-
vided, a ““license” will be delivered to the owner or
owners,*® which license will remain in forece for the period
of one year, and will entitle the boat to the free use of the
_canal between Madras and Kistnapatam without any other
payment whatever, provided that, if a boat, after the issue

of the license, be enlarged, it shall not resume to ply till.

it has been re-measured and a new license obtained.

* After ¢ owners”
add ““ or his or their °

authorized agent or
ageats.”

7. Each license will be numbered, and the number

of the license granted for each vessel or boat must be

painted in black figures, not less than four inches in length,
on one side the bow of the vessel, and the tonnage pre-
faced by the letter T.shall be similarly marked on the
other side the bow of the vessel. The above marks to be

put on at the expense of the owner, who isheld responsible
that they are not defaced or obliterated. T

8. DBoats plying on the canal for the conveyance of _

passengers will be required to take out licenses in the

manner and under the same conditions as above described.

- The rate charged for the license will be— °

RS,
For a steamer .., .. 20
For gbudgerow... .. 10
For a top-boat ... . b8

>

-

The number of paésengers cach boat will be licensed’

“to carry will be entered in the license, and the owner or
owners or person in-charge of any boat cari'ying a greé.ter
~number than entered in the license will be liable, on ¢on-
viction, to punishment under Section 282 of the Indian
Penal Code. . e .
) 9.. Fishing boats used on the Pulicat Lake or any of,
the back-waters will not be required to take out a license :
but if such boats make use of the canal, either by carrying’
cargo on it or for the purpose of fishing, beyond the limits
of the Lake or Back-water, the owner or owners will be

required -to take out a license for them as cargo-boats,

-

: tAdd “No license
fee will in any case be *

charqu for Catama-
rans.”

[P

e e ol
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10. Pleasure boats used on the back-waters and
Pulicat Lake, and being taken to or from Madras, provided

-they are not moved more than once in the month, will

not be required to take out a license; but, if such boats
make further use of the canal, the owner or owners will
be required to take out a license for them as ¢ Top-boats.”

11. Top-boats or budgerows carrying cargo will be
treated as cargo-boats. On applying for a license it should

"be stated whether the boat is intended fo carry cargo or not

that it may be licensed accordingly. Should the boat be
found carrying cargo without previous intimation having
been given, the owner or owners will be required to take
out a license for it as a cargo-boat in addition to that which

" has been already obtained.

12. Boats built in the neighbourhood of the canal and
intended for use at sea or on the back-waters or Pulicat
Lake will be allowed to pass once through the canals
unloaded without any license.

13. Boats brought in for repair from the sca, the
Pulicat Lake, or back-waters, will also be allowed to pass to
and from the place at which they are to be repaired without
any license, provided they are not carrying cargo.

14. Government stcamers and boats will alone be
exempted from the operations of these rules..

15. Any boat found using the canal without a license

will be liable to be detained until a license as above has

been obtained and paid for.
- 16. No party who has taken out a license shall have

a claim to compensation in consequence of the closing of any
part of the canal for any reasonable cause.

"17. Every boat to have its license-paper always on
board, and to produce the sameto any Government officer

having authority to ask for it. .
' 18. If the license is not produced the boat will be -

stopped on the spot,and the owner obliged to take out a
fresh license, for which the full fee will be charged.

19. Any boat that shall become fixed in the canal, so
as to cause obstruction to the navigation, will be taken

ossession of by the Canal Officers and the cargo'remo.ved

so that the boat may be taken out of the way of the naviga-
tion, and the boat will be detained until the charges
incurred by the Canal Officer in ‘Temoving Phe bqat and
cargo have been paid by the owner or owners. .

20. Any boat found abandoned or sunk in the ca.nals
will be taken possession of by the Canal Officers, and will l.)e
detained until the charges incurred by the Canal Officers in
respect-of the boat are re-paid by the owner or owners.

‘ c

I think this rule is
not necessary, the

case, being provided

for by Sections 9 and

10 of Act L. of 1870,

See remark on Rule
19, ‘

0
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Recenue Department,
1st February 1871.

21, Any boat causing damage to the bridges or
masonry works on the canal will be detained and the license
suspended until the cost of the necessary repairs have been
paid by the owner.

22, No cargo-boats are allowed to moor in the canal
when in the neighbourhood of a boat Basin, or Lie-by.

23. No boatsare allowed tomoor in the canal within
150 yards of the entrance of the canal from Pulicat Lake.

24, No boats are allowed to moor within 100 yards

“of a Lock.

25. Boats when moored are to have their masts down
to be made fast to the bank in single row head and stem,
and to be left in charge of a man.

26. No person is allowed to touch the Lock valves,
shutters, or their machinery except the Lock servants.

97. When boats meet, the boat going with the wind,
or, in case there is no wind, with the tide, to give way, the
boat going against the wind or tide to hold its course.

28. In going the same way, cargo boats to give way
to passenger boats.

29. Infringement of rules with regard to mooring
boats, etc., for which no penalty has been provided above,
will subject the owner to the following penalty—

First offence—Suspension of license for not more than

2 months. :
Seconddo. — do.  of do. for do. 4

Third do. — do.  of do. for  do. 6 ,,
(Signed)  W. T. BLAIR,

Acting Collector.

Excrosure No. 1.

Boat License.

Régistered No. e,

. The bearer hereof, , is hereby licensed to navigate the Northern
Capal until with the boat registered as follows :— !
Number e
Name of boat ... ver L e ..
Tonnage .o . )

Number of passengers licensed to convey (without cargo)...
ReosTrAR'S OFFICE, ’
Registrar,

-Lake.

3ment of the tolls would be doubtful.

P e T

Proceedings of the Madras Gonernment, Revenue Department,
1st February 1871.

Ix their Proceedings of 19th March 1869, No. 912, the Government called

‘_for a report regarding the alleged evasion of toll dues on Cochrane’s Canal, and also
dosired that a set of draft rules for the control of boats using canals in Madras and
Nellore might be submitted. '

9. In their Proceedings of 9th February 1870, No. 182, Gg)vernment sanc- .

‘tioned the reduction of the rate of toll on the canal, and called for information

regarding the traffic on the canal and for a report ‘concerning a proposal made by
Mr. Thornhill to the effect that a system of granting licenses should be substitutcd

for the present toll system. :

3. - These orders of Government were communicated to the Collectors of

Madras and Nellore, and the first two of the foregoing letters are their replies.

4. With his letter, dated 13th Septembef, the Acting Collector of Chingle-

:put submits some additional rules for the control of boats and also a form for the
license which it is proposed to issue.

5. These three letters are herewith submitted for the information and orders

'of Government with the Board’s recommendation that the course proposed be
‘adopted and the draft rules sanctioned.

6. Under the present arrangements boats using the canal north of Madras
only pay toll if they pass the Shadayencoopum Lock, which is close to Madras,
and may ply continually between Dugarazupatam and Ennore without contribut-

ing in any way towards th
7. The only way of remedying this, should the license-system not be approved,

¢ maintenance of the canal.

»’would be by establishing two more stations for the collection of tolls, namely, at

Pulicat and at the entrance to the northern branch of the canal from the Pulicat

8. Doth these places are out of reach of control, and the equitabie manage-

9. The cost of the establishments which would be needed would be very large,
whereas the proposed arrangement would involve less expense than the present

ione, and might well be further reduced by fixing the pay of the Traffic Superin-

tendent and his Assistant at Rs. 70 and 50 respectively including batta. The

‘Acting Collector of Chingleput seems, however, to think that no one superior to a

‘lascar is required at the lock. The Board doubt this, and request him to report

‘again after consulting the Executive Engineer.

10. The Board consider that the proposed establishment should be under the
control of the Executive Engineer, who should be appointed Registrar of Boats,
‘the financial part of the work being conducted by the Collectors of Chingleput and

Nellore.
11. The Salt establishment might also be required to assist in preventing the

evasion of license dues. |
'12. The Board deem it right to express their opinion that Captain Iasted
r the careful and clear report which has been submitted

-deserves great credit fo
_ Collector of Chingleput, dated the 28th July.

_with the lctter from the Acting
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Pr occedmfrs of the Madras Government, Revenue Dcpartment
1st February 1871,

No. 14. Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 17th January 1871,
No. 233.

Read the following letter from the Acting Collector of the Chingleput District, to
the Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Sydapet, 3rd
November 1870, No. 468.

With reference to paragraph 9 of the Proccedings of the Board, dated the
12th ultimo, No. 6,076, I have the honour to forward copy of a letter from the
Executive Engineer, East Coast Canal, from which the Board will perceive that
Mr. Harington is of opinion that there should be at the Shadiancoopum Lock a
man having authority over the lascars on a salary of Rs. 12, and that the salary of
all the lascars may be the same, namely, Rs. 7 a-month. :

2 I therefore becr to rec: ;mmend that the estabhshment for the lock
proposed in my letter of the 28th July lust, No. 303, should be altered as follows :—

7 ) RS.

Oae Lock Superintendent ... . e 120
Four Lascars, at Rs. 7 each ... .. 28
Total ... 49

"~ Excrostre No. 1.

From the Executive Engineer, East Coast Canal Range, Chingleput Diéirict, "to the Acting
Collector of Chingleput, dated Egmore, 2nd November 1870, No. 186.

Ix acknowledging the receipt of your No. 290, dated 24th uitimo, I have the honour to state
that in my judgment a man having some sort of authority over the lascars should be appointed to
the charge of the lock at Shadiancoopum. His sa.la.ry need not, I think, be more than Rs. 12

. per mensem ; but for this pay, though small, a man could be found who could write a fair report

in Tamil, look after the state of the lock, be in a manner responsible for its condition, and see

that the lascars performed their duties properly. The number of lascars should not, 1 thmk be
leas than four, at 7 Rs. each.

SunMITTED to Government with reference to paragraph 9 of the Board’s
Proceedings, dated 12th October 1870, No. 6,076.

2. The Executive Engineer in charge of the canal works is of opinion that
a men who can write a fair report in Tamll look after the state of the Shadian-
coopum lock, and exercise some sort of authority over the lascars should be
appointed on a monthly salary of Rs. 12, and that the number of lascars should not
be less than four, at 7 Rs. each.

3. The Board infer from the description of the duties expected of the head
man at the lock that he should be a Gumasta, and as the minimum rate of salary
drawn by the Gumastas generally in the districts is Rs. 15 a-month, the Board
would raise the proposed salary of the Lock Gumasta from Rs. 12 to 15, 5o as to
secure the services of an efficient man.,

B

4

L s o

Proceedznﬂs of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
1s¢t February 1871,

OrpER THEREON, lst February 1871, No. 213.
l Tae Government approve and

No. 13.

Miscellaneous. sanction the proposed system of regis-

tration and license for the boats plying
on the ¢ Cochrane and East Coast Canal” north from Madras. The rates of
licanse fee will apply to all boats without reference to distance, and the excep-
tional rate of toll sanctioned for boats plying within Cochrane’s canal only will

~merge in them.

9. It is observed that the daily charge at the existing reduced rate, for the job
which led to the reduction (in which a 5-ton boat made four trips a-day) would b~
equal to the monthly charge under the proposed license fee system, and considering

. the loan engagements which this Government have assumed for the canal extension

works with the Supreme Government, the Board will be desired to re- -consider the
proposed rates of fee, and to modify them so as to yield an estimated revenue of

Rs. 40,000 yearly, submitting the result of their deliberations for the confirmation

of Govermnent It is observed that Captain Hasted estimates hlS _ proposed rates

to produce Rs. 37,437 yearly.
3. The Board will, at the same time, consider whether it is advisable to allow

‘payments half-yearly or by instalments with reference to the amount of the annuaj

license fee which, in the case of a 20-ton boat, will be Rs. 60 yearly at Captain
Hasted’s rates. ;

4. The Board do not expressly state whether they desireto apply Act L. of 1870
(Madras) to the particular line of navigation ; but assuming that this is intended,
they will submit the draft Notification, and make such slight alterations in the
draft rules as may be necessary to bring them into accordance with the Act.

5. Their attention is also drawn to the provisions of Section 9, regarding the
appointment of a Sapervisor, the powers conveyed by which section cannot be
delogated under Scction 31, As the Traffic Superintendent under Captain Hasted’s
scheme would have to perform some of the duties assigned by the Section to the
Supervisor, it would secm necessary that the appointment should be made by
Government.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) - W. HUDLESTON,

Secretary to Government,

To the Board of Revenue.
,, the Department Public Works, -

Exd. F. R. Bantleman,
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No. 233.
Pzoceapinas o7 THE BoarD or Revenve, dated 17th January 1871.

Read the following letter from W. T. BLAIR, Esq'., Acting Collector of the Chingleput District, to
the Actipg Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Sydapet, 3rd November 1870,

No. 468:—
Wirn reference to paragraph 9 of the Proceedings of the Board dated the 12th ultimo,
No. 6,076, I have the honour to forward copy of a letter from the Exccutive Enginecr, East Coast
Canal, from which the Board will perceive that AMr. Harington is of opinion that there should be
at the Shadiancoopum Lock a man having authority over the lascars on a salary of Rupees12, and
that the salary of all the lascars may be the same, namely, Rupees 7 a month.
2. I, therefore, beg to recommend that the establishment for the lock proposed in my letter

of the 28th July last, No. 303, should be altered as follows :—

RS,
: One Lock Superintendent ... . wh e b e e 12
z - Four Lascars, at Rupees 7 each ... ... i wov o oo we 28
S ‘ ' ' —
a Total... 40
7 ~
- Excrostre No. 1,

From W.S. HARINGTON, Esq., Executive Engineer, East Coast Canal Range, Chingleput
District, to the Acting Collector of Chingleput, dated Egmore; 2nd November 1870,

No. 186. o

-
.

Ix acknow!edging the receipt of your No. 200, dated 24th ultimo, I have the ‘honour to state

lvthat in my judgment a man having some sort of authority over the lascars should be appointed to
- the charge of the lock at Bhadiancoopum,

His salary need not, Ithink, be more than Rupces 12

"¢ per mensem ; but for thls pay, though small, a man could be found who could write a fair report

L M

in Tami), look after the state of the lock, be in a manner responsible for its condition, and see
that dhe lastwrs, performed Aheir doties properly, - The mawmber of lazears should vat, T thiak, ba

less than four, at 7 Rupees each.
(True Copy.) ,
W. T. BLAIR,

{Signed)
Acting Collector.

SuemITTED to Government with reference to paragraph 9 of the Board’s Proceedings, dated

12th October 1870, No. 6,076.
2. The Executive Engineer in charge of the Canal works is of opmlon that 2 man who can

write a fair report in Tamil, look after the state of the Shadiancoopum Lock, and exercise some
sort of authority over the lascars should be appointed on a monthly salary of Rupees 12, and that
the number of lascars should not be less than four, at 7 Rupees each.

3. The Board infer from the description of the duties expected of the head man at the Jock
that he should be a Goomastah, and, as the minimum rate of salary drawn by the Goomastahs gene-
rally in the districts is Rupees 15 a month, the Board would raise the proposed salary of the Lock
Goomastah from Rupees 12 to 15, so as to secure the services of an efficient man.

(True Copies and Extract.)

Acting Secretary.
To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.

Copy to the Acting Collector of Chingleput.
to the Collector of Nellore.
to the Superintending Engineer, 4th Division.

!

Ezxd. A. S. Rodgers.

Y
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No. 6,076. SR
Procripixas or THE BoarD or Revenve, dated 12th October 1870.

;Read the following letter from C. G. MASTER, Esq., Officiating Collector of Nellore, to the
Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated 14th May 1870, No. 1,044:—

I BavE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the Board’'s Proceedings, No. 1,511, dated
:3rd March 1870, requesting me to report on the state of the traffic in that portion of Cochrane’s
;Canal which lies within this district, and to state, in communication with the Executive Engineer,
i"what arrangements may be made for the collection of tolls, so that all boats making use of the
Z‘cahal should be made to contribute towards its maintenance.

: 2. In his arzee, dated 12th April 1870, No. 258-1,060, the Gudur Tahsilga_r‘ reporgwat
E;paddy, chillies, turmeric, firewood, and palmyra leaves are exported to Madras from Dugarazu-
; patam, and that from Sriharikota firewood is exported chiefly; but there is no information either
iin the Revenue or Sea Customs Department as to the quantity exported or the profit realized.

é 3. The canal is now opened up to Siddavaram, 1. e., about seven miles north of Dugarazu-
. patam and within ten miles or 80 of the backwater at Kistnapatam.

N e e e

N

: 4. On a reference made t6 the Esecutive Engineer, East Coast Canal, he sent me, with his
“letter, dated 25th ultimo, No. 29, copy of =a letter addressed by him on the same date to the
%Collector of Madras; transeript of this is enclosed. 1 entirely agree with Captain Hasted in
'thinking that the license system as in vogue in the Godavery and Kistna Deltas should be
" universally adopted in lieu of the method hitherto in vogue at one extremity of the northern
i branch of the East Coast Canal.

T S
. .
[

! Excrostre No. 1.

:From Captain J. 0. HASTED, R. E., Executive Engineer, East Coast Canal Range, Madras, to
- the Collector of Madras, dated Sadras Canal, 25th April 1870, No. 20. -

¢ Wira reference to your memorandum, No. 68, dated 5th instant, I have the honour to inform
i you that there iano information in this office regarding the amount of trafic on the canal
"independent of that which passes the lock. Such traffic undoubtedly exists to some extent,” but
1 have had so short an experience of the canal that I cannot give an opinion as to the extent. On
the two occasions that I have been up to the extension of the canal beyond Dugarazupatam I have
noticed that, after passing the Sriharikota jungles, very few boats of any sort are met with. © -

2. Asitis probable that the canal will be this year extended to within a few miles of Kistna-
{patam, and, after a short time, to within seventeen miles of Nellore, it may be expected that traffic
i;will gsoon be very much heavier. : : ,

i '3. The present system of levying tollsseems to me to be objectionable; it necessitates the
 employment of a considerable establishment, gives the Lock establishment a' great deal of harass-
i»ing work, and ¢auses annoyance and occasional delay to the boatmen, besides giving an- opening
{to attempts to evade the toll. T consider that it would be better to make all boats on the canal
{pay a license-tax, as is done on the Southern Canal and also on the Kistna and Godavery Canals.
ijn the Southern Canal the license fee is 2 Rupees per ton of boat measurement for all boats. On
Ethe Kistna Candl, if I remember rightly, it ig 1 Rupee per ton of boat measurement for all Cargo
| boats, and 1 Rupee per head carried for Passenger Boats; these latter were entirely covered over
land the fee fixed by a measurement of the roof. The system and rates now prevailing on the
-Sadras Canal might probably be adopted, and it is very desirable, with the prospect of the canals
i‘being gome day connected, that ‘the rates should be the same; but, from a return I find in this
' office of the canal receipts in past years and statement of the number of boats using the canal,
plt would appear that at these rates the receipts would be considerably less than they have been. I
:‘am not in possession of the actual number or tonnage of the boats, but I conclude that you have

rthat information, and would suggest a consideration of this point.

£
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4. The feo of 2'Rupees per ton seems sufficient for all boats of small tonnage, but I think an
increased rate might be charged for very large Loats, say upwards of twenty-five tons. Many of
the huge Firewood and Shell Boats are laden to the utmost they will carry, and, in this state, draw
as much as three-and-a-half feet of water, and at times almost block up the navigation and
canse delay to cther boats passing. The use of such boats should he discouraged as much as possible,
© 5. The canal is not fitted for such traffic. ' '

6. No boat should draw more than three feet. :

. 7. The establishment that would be required would probably be one Traffic Superintendent on
50 Rupeesand twopeonssouthof Pulicat Lake, and one Assistant Traffc Superintendent on 40 Rupees
and two peons north of the lake, also two peons to be in continual attendance at the Basin to
keep order, as far as possible,'among the boats. :

Backjrater, need not be required to take out a license; the superintendence I have proposed is

s"uﬁﬁent to prevent any attempt to run cargo down the canal on such boats, and, if the establish- -
. Tent is under the Revenue Department, an additional check may be had by authorizing the”
 Execufive Engincer to stop all boatmen unable to produce a license. ' :

(True Copy.)
T (Signed)  C. G. MASTER,

Officiating Collector,

——

From W. T. BLAIR, Esq., Acting Collector of Chingleput, to the Acting Secretary to the Board

“of Revenue, dated Sydapet, 28th July 1870, No. 503.

-Wirn reference to paragraph 2 of the Board’s Proceedings, dated the 8rd Mareh last, No. 1,511,
I have the honour to state that there is no information either in thisoffice or in that of the Execu-
tive Engineer in charge of Cochrane’s Canal regarding the amount of trafiic on the canal independ-
ent of that which passes the lock and pays the regular tolls.

2. The present system of levying tolls at the Basin appears to me to be objectionable both
because all boats plying on the canal to the north of the lock evade the payment of the toll and
because attempts are made by some of the boatmen to escape payment even at the Basin,

3. Tam, therefore, of opinion that the system of licensing boats now in force on the Southern
Canal should be introduced in the Northern Canal. o S

- 4. Thave consulted Captain Ilasted on the subject; and forward, herewith, copy of his letter,
dated 14th July 1870, No. 94, for the Board's information. S : .

5. I entirely approve of all Captain Hasted's proposals, and recommend that the rates
proposed by him should be sanctioned. , o ' T

6. According to the rates now recommended the revenue of the canal will amount to
Rupees 37,437 per annum. - The average toll collections for the past six years amount to
Rupees 37,853, as shown in the subjoined statement. From this it will be seen that the proposed

. system of licensing boats will involve no loss to Government, but may perhaps prove slightly

- remunerative, a3 boats now plying to the north of the lock will have Lereafter to pay the license

fees:— T : T , b
CoLLECTIONS IN | .
. . Average per
. Canals, : - - Annum.
. . 1864465, . { 1365-66. 1866-67. ) 1867-68. ] 1868-69. 1869-70. Total.
.‘X'¢ . N - N . - .
> .2;‘ A b B3, 4. P BS. &. PJ Rs. s, B Ea A. P{ B3, A p|-ps. N A. Pl R4. &, P
Northern | : - N i
Caual..[[37,036 13,040,188 5 041,945 6 944543 & 330,861 2 631,640 11 3(2,27,115 9 937,653 9 7
Southern’ - o l ' : - R
Canal...|] 1,244 13 :{KJ,SW 81y 874 0 Of 1373 12 11| 1,286 13 . 03 1,284 8 10| 7,881 7 10 1313 9 &
" Total..[39,181 9 2/43,005 13 1143819 6 9]45,917 1. 2;32,147 14 6||32,925 4 1/234,997 1 7)|39,106 3 1o

i

—~

8." Fishing Boats used exclusively on the Pulicat Lake, and Pleasure Boats, etc., in Ennore

.

. .
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; 7. Captain Masted also proposes to do away with the present Toll establishment and to enter-
gtain two Traffic Superintendents on Rupees 50 and 30 per month, one to be continually moving
.between the Basin and the Pulicat Lake, and the other between Musjid and the end of the canal
‘northwards. As these officers will be required tobe constantly on the move and will have to keep
fa boat each, Ithink that their salaries should not be less than Rupees 70 and 50, with a permanent

batta of one-fourth of their pay. The present

; . ® 4t tho Basin. % Toll establishment, inclusive of thatat the lock,
1 1 Superintendent.........veeeerreneen berrernuroruonennianrs . 100 *
5 1 CLETK.coreesrernenrrensessurseersonsnsaeses smmsessonsereoroons . 30 costs Rupees 241* per month. The cost of the
| § Peona a7 peoswach L AU 3 establishment now. proposed will only amount
lSweeper...............................7 ................... ree b to Rupees 215 as per margin; asaving will
At the Shadayencoopum Lock. thus be effected of Rupees 26 a month.
1 Conicopillay....euresseerrsenn “s . 20 8 I beg to; recommend that Act I. of

1 Assigtant do. ., . - g . . X
1 Head LBBCAT. ¢ vevereres crs vore 8 1870, providing for the collection oflicense fees**
4 Lasocars, at 7 Rupees each....cc.oiuvieeionemvervees .. 28

— on canals, be put in force in the Madras, Chin-
241 gleput, and Nellore Districts. T also think that
' ) ®s. 4. . ®s. 4. . the Deputy Collector in charge of the Salt

' ; {Pay... 70 0 0 . . .
1 Traffio Superintendent .. {p.7” 79 & ¢ Department in the Chingleput and Nellore Dis-

"R N e o W g

‘;l - . Psg... 50 0 0 8 8 0 tricts should be authorized io issue licenses and
.1 Assistant do. .

i t Batta. 12 8 0 es s o Collect fees under.Section 7, and should be
13 Peons, st 6 Rupees each, to accompany Traff appointed Supervisors of the canal under Sec-
#  Buperintendent .. .. .o o« .. " ee 12 0 © tior 9 of the Act.

i2  do,  toaccompany Asst. do. L e 12 0 ¢ Uondo e Act.

%2 do. m;’:egtzi'g::‘i afn"-h‘.’"Bf‘.’.‘“ o 200 9 A set of rules drawn up by Captain
¢1 Head Lagear, }To be emlpkiyed 2? g g.’Hasted is herewith forwarded. I have sug-
;3 L t 7 Bupeea h, at th <o . ’ . R . .

3 Lascars, at 7 Rupeea eac e oo ' — ~ gested a few modifications in the rules which
. Total... 215 0 O gpnear £0 me to be advisable.

i
Y

| 10. With reference to paragraph 3 of the Board’s Proceedings under reply I beg to state
sthat by some oversight the Deputy Collector’s letter of 23cd March 1868 appears to have been
:delayed in this office. As regards paragraph 4 I beg to inform the Board that a license fee of
:Rupees 2 per ton is levied on all boats plying on the Southern- Canal, a distance of forty miles.
_’;'The total number of boats now licensed is ninety-three and the amount of revenue realized in Fasli
11278 was Rupees 1,167-8-0. ' Sy o

g - FExctosvre No. 1. N ,

fFrom Captain J. O. IIASTED, R.'E., Executive Engineer, East Coast Canal Range, Chinglepu‘t
‘ District, to the Acting Collector of Chingleput, dated Nungumbaukum, 14th July 1870,
No. 94. oot e L ‘ ‘

; Wirs reference to your letter, No. 124, dated 1st January 1870, forwarding copies of com-
‘munications addressed to the Executive Officer lately in charge of the canals on the subject of
%‘tous, I have the honour to forward, after consultation with the Deputy Collector of Madras and
;’_considelzation of such returns as I have been able to obtain, & draft of the rules I propose to put
1in force for the regulation of navigation on the Northern Canal, and which clearly state the toll .
. proposed to be levied. L e e '

i 2. The revenue derived from the canal for the past three years I am informed is as follows:—

£
t
! -

. i ﬁS.
In1867-68 ... ... .. i we h e . 44,543 ”7‘1,
In 1868-69 ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 80,861 T AN B pa
In1869-70 ... .. i eee e e e . 817 S [4&?’8’"

The falling off in the last two years I believe to have been caused by the canal having been,
in consequence of continued dry weather, closed for some months to traffic, but it would appear
ithat the revenue in 1867-68 is considerably above the average, The cause of this is probably an
\increased salt traffic during that year. ’ B ' ' o

i e e R,
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twelve'trips a year, or one f5i
. appears from paragraph 3 that

I The number of boats at present making use of the canal i3 607: —
‘ 477" - .
220
Total... 637

The Cargo Boats vary from two tons to forty tons, and the Top Boats are all rated as one-ton
boats. The total tonnage on the canal 13 11,323 tons, '
: The toll being, as I have informed, 4 Annas per ton, whatever the cargo may be, on all Loats
bringing cargo scuth of the Shadayencoopum Lock, it follows, therefore, supposing that the
‘present tonnage has becn plying on the canal for the past three years, that in 1867-63 cach ton

Cargo Doats ve.  wee vee ves see nee e
Top Boats and Budgerows ... ...

.paid toll 156 times or made 15-6 trips; in 18(8-69, 108 times or made 10'8 trips; in 1869-70, s34
112 times or made 112 trips. o _ ' rso.F
4. Asstated in my letter, No. 20, dated 25th April 1870, I am of opinion that a license AR

“fee, a8 at present levied on the Godavery and Kistna Canals and also on the Sadras Canal, would 2324
be preferable to the system of tolls now in use, ahd in this opinion the Deputy Collector of Madrag
‘concurs. In fixing the amount of the tax I have carefully concidered the figures given above,
my object being to make the tax acceptable, as far as possible, to boat-owners, and, at the same
time, to secure for Government the highest amount of revenue consistent with the development of
navigation. ‘

5. Complaints have been made, and are referred to in Mr. Fane's letter to the Exceutive
Engineer in charge of the canal, of the payment of canal ducs baving been evaded, and my atten-
tion bas been called specially to this point. It wasproposed by Mr. Frasar to extend the establish-
ment already employed in collecting tolls and to establish toll bars at two places to the north of
the lock 50 as fo catch the traffic between villages lying to the north and prevent, to some extent,

5

-this evasion of dues. I should prefer myself to do away with the Toll establishment rather than
extend it, as it gives great opportunities for abuse; and I believe the system of licensing boats R
‘will do more to prevent the evasion of dues than any extension of the present establishment. Lo

6. The licensing of boats, I propose, should come into force on a certain day due notice of
which must be given, and licenses which will remain in force for one year will be granted on paj-
ment of the fee fixed.. The rules I have drawn up, several of which are taken from the rules for
licensing boats on the canal in the Godavery District, approved by Government in 1863, show the

proposed arrangements, and it remains only to fix the rates to be charged and to decide on the

necessary arrangements for registering the boats and issuing licenses.s

7. The rates I propose are as follow:—

Steam Boats (cither Tugs or Passenger Boats)
Budgerows ...

"Top Boats, (Passen;z,.(;r) cer eve e ges

Cargo Boats below thirty tons burden, per ton -

7 ' Do, above do. do...

These, I think, will not be considered excessive. The Ca

all those above thirty tons measurement being charged 1 Rupee per ton more than those below that
measx.urement, to discourage the use of huge boats, for which the canal in it3 present state is quite
unsuited, as m.uch as possible. These large boats are clumsy and difScult to manage and often
cause o?;structxon to the pavigation, while it is on their account chiefly that in ordinary seasons
complaints of insufficiency of water are made, I find that in 1858 an additional toll of 1 Anna

pe ) 14il boats having a breadth in excess of ten feet, as they were said to cause
obstruction to the navigation, ' ’ ' :

8. The rate of Rupecs'§
The license fee on a
existing rules a twenty-ton boa

ES.
20 per annum,

*oe - - "
e son s o

—E —
oo . ’ // = b
see -3 “’/

soe ,4"//7,’ /

"
rgo Boats are divided into two classes,

- per ton was charged on all boats h

per ton fixed for Cargo Boats will appear reasonable if looked at in
twenty-ton boat would be €0 Rupees for the whole year. Under the
b WO_‘IId P2y, 5 Rupees a trip as toll, and would only have to make
P a month, to make the present toll equal to the proposed fee. It
I th: last two years, during which the water has been exceptionally

e

R R

P e ——

P Ny

ey s e A e e b i e

)\

10“1 in the canal, a boat may be assumed to make from 10-8 to 112 trips a year, and in the
previous year 15-6 trips. I do not believe, therefore, that the proposed rate will press too hard on
the boat-owners. A

9. Passenger Boats are at present treated very leniently. They are assumed to be all one-ton
boats, though most of them, I believe, are above this measurement, and i)ay only 4 Annas a trip.
It is true they have not such continual employment as large boats; but at times, such as on the
occasion of a festival, their receipts are very large, and I do not think the fee I have proposed is
at all too high, - . ‘

10. Allowinyg the rates proposed, I make the receipt of the canal for the year, from the
information given me by the Deputy Collector and Supcrintendent of Tolls, to be as follows,

RS,
10 BDudgerows, at 10 Rupees wve  wie we wer ver vee een e 100
210 Top Boats, at 5 Rupees ... ... ... .o e ... . 1,050
8,125 Boats (up to thirty tons) at 3 Rupees per ton... ... ... ... 24,375 «,
2,078 do. (above  do. vy e mee e . 11,912 W

)at 4 " Ay
: h
_ Total.., .37,437
which revenue, it must be remembered, is a certain one at present, and may\be expected to
increase. . o~ E
11.  The establishment at present maiutiined for the collection’of toils is

. , RS.
1 Superintendent, per mensem ... ... ... ... ... ... .. 100
1 Writer - L i Ll ol L0 Ll s e e w80

CLShroffi Ll v i e e i e e e e e 1D

4 Peons...” iii it whr eee eee en e e eer eee e 28
1 I\Iussalchi ver eem ver see eie vee eee eve eee e e 5
) Total,.per mensem... 173,

or per annum... 2,076
The establishment I propose is T -

. .. = *—*‘: B RS,

1 Traffic Superintendent ... ... ... . esi eee e e D0

1 Assistant do. . P 1

- 6 Peons o wei it i i e eee e eee e e e 42

Total, per mensem ... 122
* or per annum... 1,461 _

The saving on Istablishment would, therefore, be Rupces 612 per annum. The Traffic
Superintendent with two peons would be continually on the move between Pulicat and the Basin;
the Assistant Superintendent and two peons between Musjed and the end of the canal north-
wards; and two peons would be stationed at the Basin to keep order as much as possible and to
prevent the entrance being blocked up by empty boats.” I think this establishment should be
under the control of the executive oﬁiger in charge of the canal, as he is continually going up
and down the canal, and would have better opportunities of looking after the men than any one
else. It.matters little through what depattment their pay is drawn so long as the Executivo

Engineer has power to punish any irregularities that come to his notice.

12. Asregards the measurement and registering of boats, I am inclined to think that, as

all the boats at present plying on the canal have been carefully measured and marked conspi-

cuously with a separatc number and their tonnage, that it is advisable, with a view to occasioning

as little inconvenience to boat-owners as possible, to retain the existing numbers, and, when new

- boats are brought on the cavnal, to measure them according to the old system, which, from the

correspondence in this office, seems to have been very carefully introduced. Tt will be a compara-
tively easy matter to re-measure and number the boats at some future period, if necessary, when
the new system is thoroughly understood. The officer to be appointed as Registrer of Boats might
be cither the Exccutive Eigineer or the Deputy Collector. I should think it would be casier for
the Executive Engincer to conduct the duties than the Deputy Collector.

* . B
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13. The form of license might be that adopted on the Godavery and Kistna. Ihave not ;
the form by me, but I believe it answers every purpose. .

1
14. The license fee payable on the Sadras Canal is only Rupees 2 per ton, and it seems but -
reasonable to me that the fee on the Northern Canal should bo greater than that on the South Canal,

when—if ever —the junction canal is cut, I think no objection woull be raised to the feo on the i

South Canal being increased to that I now propose.

15. In conclusion, I have only to remark that the draft rules I now forward may be, and

probably are, very imperfect. I only sugzest such rules as have occurred to me after consider-

ing the rules adopted on the Ganges, Godavery, and Kistna Canals, and the Bills for the regula- :

tion of Navigation Canals io the North of India, with a very short experience of these canals, Should
my proposals, or any modification of them, be approved, I shall be happy to give every assistance -

in my power towards drafting rules with any alterations that may appear necessary., I should |
mention that a set of bye-laws have been adopted on the Godavery Canals, and that these are quite
separate from the draft rules for licensing boats. I have drawn out but onesct of rules, and ,

I do not sce any reason wﬁy the draft rules, which I suppose must be submitted to Government,
should not contain all the regulations which it may be advisable to make. ’

(True Copy.)
(Signed) ~ W.T. DLAIR,
Acting Collector.

Excrostre No. 2.

ABsTrACT.—Droposed Rules for rec'ulatmtf Navigation on the Northern Canal

-

¥rom W. T. BLAIR, Esq., Acting Collector of Chingleput, to the Acting Secretary to the Board ;

of Revenue, dated Sydapet, 18th Septembér 1870, No. 373.

SixcE writing my letter of the 28th July hst No. 303, T have received a copy of the rules f
for the licensing of boats in the Godwery District. Two of these rules for the measurement of

-Cargo and Passenger Boats may, I think, with'advantage be added to the draft rules submitted mth, :

wy former letter.

2. All the Boats at present plying on the East Coast Canal have been measured and conspi-
cuously marked with a separate number, and their tonnage is also clearly exhibited. I, therefore,
deem it advisable, with a view to occasioning aslittle inconvenience as possible to Boat-owners, to

retain the existing numbers. When new boats are ‘placed on the canal they can be measured '.

according to the rules now prdposed.

3. T also recommend the addition to rule 8 of a penal clause for the punishment of Boat-

owners who overcrowd their boats.

4. A copy of the draft rules already sent with the additions now proposed is herewith

submitted. I also enclose for approval a form of license to be granted to the owners of hoats. '

]

Proposed Lules for regqulating Navigationon the Northern Conal* * Add * framed under .

Frox and after the day of 187  no Boat will be allowed to the provisions of Section *
make use of the Northern Canal the owners of which havenot takenout a 22, Act I. of 1870,
license, as hercinafter provided, exceptiin the cases referred to in (Madras).” '

Raule 14. ‘

2. Every owner ¢ owners of a Boat desirous of taking out a license :
to make use of the Canal shall apply in person or by writing to the o
Officer appointed by Government as Registrar of Boats, t giving the t Tor ** as Registrar /
name or names, if there be more than one, of owner or owners, with place of Boats” substitute to -

of residence and place where, and time when, the Vessel or Boat was built, - ““ collect license fees.” +
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5. The capacity of the Vessel or Boat having been ascertained by
measurement, the owner or owners will be required to pay, before receiv-
ing a license, such rate per ton per annum as may be fixed by Govern-
ment, provided that such rate shall not exceed, in the case of Boats of
or below thirty tons measurement, 3 Rupees per ton, and, in case of all
Boats exceeding thirty tons measurement, 4 Rupees per ton.

6. On the payment of the sum fixed as above provided, a “license”

will be dolivered to the owner or owners,* which license will remain -

in force for the period of one year, and will entitle the Boat to the free
use of the Canal between Madras and Kistnapatam without any other
payment whatever, provided that, if a Boat, after the issue of the license,

< be enlarged, it shall not resume to ply till it has been re-measured and

a new license obtained.

7. Each license will ke numbered, and the number of the license
granted for each Vessel or Boat must be painted in black figures, not

" lessthan four inches in length, on cne side the bow of the Vessel, and
~ the tonnage prefaced by the letter T shall be similarly marked on the

other side the bow of the vessel. The above marks to be put on at the
expense of the owner, who is held responsible that they are not defaced
or obliterated.

8. DBoatsplyingon the Canal for the conveyance of passengers will

be required to take out licenses in the manner and under the_same con-
- ditions as above described, The rate charged for the license will be

RS.
For a Steamer ... ... ... ... .. e 0. .. 20
For a Budgerow ... .igeer v wee wew ... 10

For a Top Boat DO |

za

0. Fishing Boats used on the Pulicat Lake or any of the backwaters

" will not be required to take out a license; but, if such Boats make use of
" the Canal, either by carrying cargo on it or for the purpose of fishing,

[ ]

* After *° owners'
add ** or his or their
authorized agent or’
agents.”’

+Add ¢ No license
fee will in any case be
charged for g Catama-
rans.’



et

beyond the limitsof the Lake'or Backwater, the owner or owners will be
required to take out a license for them as Carzo Boats.

10. = Pleasure Boats used on the Backwaters and Pulicat Liake, and
being taken to or from Madras, provided they are not moved more than
once in the month, will not be required to take out a license; bat, if such
Doatsmake further use of the Canal, the owner or owners wiil be required
to take out a license for them as ¢ Top Doats.”’

1. Top Boats or Budgerows carrying cargo will be treated as Cargo

Boats. On applying for a license it should be stated whether the Boat
is intended tocarry cargo or not, that it may be licensed accordingly,
Should the Boat be found carrying cargo without previous iutimation
having been given, the owner or owners will be required to take out a
license for it as a Cargo Doat in aldition to that which bas baen already
obtained,

12, Doats built in the neiglibourhood of the Canal and intendedl

for use at Sea or on the Backwaters or Palicat Lake will be allowed to

pass once throuzgh the Canals unloaded without any license.

13.  DBoats broughs in for repair from the Sea, the Pulicat Lake,
or Buckwaters, will also be allowed to pass to and from the place it which
they are to be repaired without any license, provided they are not
carrying cargo.

14, Government Steamers and Doats will alone be exempted from
the operations of these rules.

15. Any Doat found using the Canal without a license will be liable
to be detained until a license as alove has been obtained and paid for,

16. No party who has taken out a license shall have a claim to
compensation in conscquence of the closing of any pact of the Canal for
any reasonable cause. '

17. Ivery Doat to have its license-paper always on board, and to
produce the same to any Government Officer baving authority to ask
forit, :
18. Tf the licensa is not producel the Boat will be stopped on the

epot and the owner oblized to take out a fresh license, for which the ’

full fee will be charged. ‘

19.  Any Doat that shall become fixed in the Canal, so as to cause
obstruction to the. navigation, will be taken possession of by the Canal
Ofiicers and the cargo removed so that the Doat may be taken out of
the way of the navigation, and the Doat* will be detained until the

charges incurred by the Canal Officer in removing the Boat ahid cargo

have been paid by the owner or owners.

20. Any DBoat found abandoned or sunk in the Canals will be
taken possession of by the Canal Officers and will be detained until the
charzes incurred by the Canal Officers in respect of the Boat, arc re-paid
by the owner or ownegs. .

T think thisrale i3 not
necessary, the case being
provided for by Scctions
O and 10 of Act I. of
1870.

See remark on Rule 19,

21. Any Boat ciusing' damage to the bridges or masoxiry works -

on the Canal will be detainad and tha license saspended until th(; cost

of the necessary repairs have been paid by the ¢wner., .

22. No Cargo Boats are allowed to moor in the Canal when in the
neighbourhood of a Boat, Basin, or Lic-by. . '

23. No Doats are allowed to moor in the Canal vithin 150 yards
of the entrance of the Canal from Pulicat Lake,

24. No Doats are allowed to moor within 100 yards of a Lock,

. (?.

————t
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25. Boats when moored are to have their mastg down, to be mads- ' v
fast to the bank in single- row head and stem, and to be' lef; ih'fcharge o '
of"a man., A
26. No person is allowed to touch the Lock valveé, shutters, or
their machinery, exeept the Lock servants, L
: 27. When Boats meef, the Boat going with the ﬁrind, or, in case
there is no wind, with the tide, to give way, the Boat going against the
wind or tide to hold its course, o -

I

- 28. In going the same way, Cargo Boats to give way to Passenger
Boats. ' e '

- 29. " Infringement of rules with regard to mooring Boats, ete., for
which no penalty has been provided above, will subject the owner to the
following penalty— ' : R

First offence—Suspension of license for not more, than 2 monthg
Second do. — do, * of ~do. for do. 4 ,, -
Third do. —~ do.  of do. for  q 6,

r o ol s
e (Signed)  W.T. BLAIR,
L o Acting Colloctor.

R

Excrosose No, 1,

B . - - no&t

. Registered No, emmmmmemn,
"Ifhg bearer hereof,
Canal antil - =
“ "Number ... ... ...
Name of Boat | '
Tonnage ... "... .. .

see 1Y) oo XYy see ese

» i8 hereby licensed to navigate the Northern.
with the Boat registered ag follows:—

see ose “ye LYY sse "se acs ore

ses (X1}

Number of Passengers licensed to convey (without cargo)...
RearsTrAR's Orvice, } , C :

R A vy v

Registrar,
N —

Ix their Proceedings of 19th March 1869, No. 912, the Government called for a report
regarding the alleged evasion of toll dues on Cochrane’s Canal, and also desired that a s2b of draft
rales for the control of boats using canals in Madras and Nellore might be submitted.

2. Intheir Proceedings of 9th February 1870, No. 182, Government sanctioned the reduction
of the rate of toll on the canal, and called for information regarding the trafic on the canal and;;
for a report concerning a proposal made by Mr. Thornhill to the effoct that a system of granting
licsnses should be eubstituted for the present toll system,

3. These orders of Government were communicated to the Collectors of Madras and Nellore,

‘and the first two of the foregoing letters are their replies.

. 4. With his letter, dated 13th September, tha Acting Collector of Chingleput submits some

addtional rules for the control of boats and also a form for the license which it i3 proposed to issue.
o N k - “" : - )
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. 5. . These three letters aro heremth submxttcd for the information zml orders of Govern- ! ; o 3 . | ﬁ/ I/M/ﬁ / /

e

_ ment with the Board‘s recommendation that the course proposed bo adopted and the draft reles « A
sanctioned. : ' ﬁ

) 6. Under the present arran(rements boats using the cmml north of Madeas only pmy toll if
they pass the Shadayencoopum Lock, which is close to thas and may ply continually between -
Dugarazupatam and Ennore w1th0ut contnbutxm in a.vly way towards th° maintenaacs of  the .

canal. : : : : ‘
7. The only way of remedym'* this, should tho license system not be appxoved wouald be by 4 //ﬁk /2 %,/[4 ////)]//7/@-&2”

establishing two more stations for the collection of tolls, namely, at Puhcwb a.nd at the entrance - ]
to the northern branch of the canal from the Pulicat Lake. : f
‘ 8. Doth these places are out of reach of control and the eqmtable management of the tolls -
would be doubtful. D e 5 e » .
9. The cost of the estabhshments Whlch would be needg,d would be very hrtrc wherczs th e p
proposed arrangement would involve less expanse than the present on2, and might well be further
~ reduced by fixing the pay of the Traffic Superintendent and his Assistant at Rapeas 70 and. 50
respectively including batla. The Acting Collector of Chmfrlepub seems, however, to think that ~
_ mo one superior to a lascar is required at the lock. . The Board doubt this, aud rcquf-sb him to
report azain after consulting the Execative Engineer.,
, .10, The Board consider that the propoaed establishment should be under the control of the
I]xecutwe Engincer, who should be appointed Registrar of Boats, the financial part of the work being
_ conducted by the Collectors of Chingleput and Nellore. ., ;
' 11. TheSaltestablishment might also be requlred to wsswt in preventmg the evasion of license -
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dues,

12. The Board deem it right to express their opmln that Captain Iasted, deserves grea.t

credit for the carcful and clear reportavhich has been submitted with the letter from the Acting
. Collector of Chingleput dated the 28th J aly.

(True Copies and Extract )
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