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A Pcheedings of the ,Jlladrds Govéf:nmént, Revenue Department, -
‘ 26th January 1871. -

5

' . «

. No. 363. . Read the folloﬁipg Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated
o « 15th November 1870, No. 6,668. |

: . : n ' “Read thé following letters :— ° ' ' o

i T : , -
. From the Collector of Tanjore, to the Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue,

¢ : dated Negapatam, 17th August 1870, No. 270. .

' ' ¢ Tuave the honour to report that Chinnia Mqodelly of Shealli, the proprietor -
of a large ryotwary estate, sitnated in the talugs of Shealli and Mayaveram, pay-
TR "ing a revenue of about Rs. 14,000 to Government, died on the 1st instant. He
A Ty has left two young widows without any issues, and an adoption, alleged to have -
_been made by him about three hours before his death, is denied by his younger
; widow (aged about 14) as well as her brother and natural guardian, as is also the
alleged Will of the deceased, by which the natural father of the alleged adopted -
: . son, & minor fourteen years of age, is nominated his guardian. =
. 9 The facts of the case are clearly and fully stated in the report of the
. Acting Head Assistant Collector Mr. Burrows, of which I enclose a copy. The
- proceedings of this officer, it will be seen, have been very judicious throughout.

'+ 3. Itis, of course, impossible now to say anything as to the truth or otherwise

e -
P NN
LAyt o

< N o O A S S g i AR } “_‘of the alleged adoption; but even if it is true, in fact, I apprehend that it will
R e LT R s not be held to be valid in law; for the boy, who is stated to have been adopted,
e R R o R e S L P ' ‘stood in a prohibited degree of relationship to the deceased proprietor (the

‘maternal grandmothers of the adopter and adoptee having been sisters of the whole -
. blood), and is furthermore married. “ o o '
4. Considering, however, the immense litigation which is sure to ensue, and
to be protracted to the utmost length with regard to this elleged adoption, and the
T : ' trouble which will be entailed on Government in connection therewith, if the estate
STt ‘is taken under the charge of the Court of Wards, it appears to me that the inter-
Wk Syt I erre‘nce of the Revenue authorities in this case is unadvisable. As, however, the
e ‘property is both possibly and probably not safe under the keeping of the party in-
e ‘ posscssion, namely, the natural father of tho alleged adopted son, I have deemed
‘it right to report the case to the Civil Judge of _Tranquebar under Section 20,
LA .*';7‘:‘-“,;*?; S R : * Vide Proceedings of the Sadr Adalat, dated | Rggl'zlation V. of 1,8 04, as extended b.y
i SR B B T A " '30th April 1853, printed at page- 159 of ~Section 3, Regulation X, of 1831,* in
» ,ilé%ﬂ‘é?ze, of dtlllgz,??ff“&ﬁifﬁ;‘.‘““ for order that if he considers fit to do so,
L C he may appoint a proper person to -be
.guardian of whoever may bo the lawful heirs. I enclose a copy of my letter to the
Civil Judge on the subject. - Cts e o
Probe On reference to the correspondence marginally noted, tho Board will see
“T'o the Board, 8th March 1836. tha.t an cxactly similar course’'was, With
‘ *From the Board, 14th March 1836, No. 459, ' their sanction, adopted in the case of a
| 'Ié’;;’éf:]’gragogi%esl‘}?di‘:i’z‘xll.l44 of .the Board's simi.larly large estate, x.larr'lely, that of
- Periyavaguppu in this district. In that

icase the Civil Court eventually did interfere in the manner asked for; butif it

declines to do so in this case on any legal grounds which may be found to be .

‘indisputable I purpose, with the per_mission'of the Board, to apply, under_ Section -
B 2. Act XIX. of 1841, for a summary decision on the right of possession, as -
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- paper, and an Arzi addressed to me as Ifead A
5

I
26th January 1871,

gues 6on the part of relations and
. Should tho Board, howe

agon;s scems inevitable,

ver, consider it necessary that I should take
c'hurgo of this cstate on behalf of tho
Court of Wards, I heg that the ncces-
sary'authority of Government 'may bo
obtained as soon as possible, as without
roperty of the cstate.

Vide Section ) :
» Regulati

1 gulation V,

i[i?iulritte;' from Board to theOfCllflsm' and
» 27th May 1850, No. 1017, " °f

it, I >
» 4 cannot legally proceed to sceuro the p

Excrosure No. 1.

From L. R. BUR
. ROWS, FEs i
» Esq., Acting Head Assi
Jis 1stant C j

B . Mayaveram, Gth August 1878‘13\%01’; tz the Collector of Tanjore, dated

X continuation of m o T
went to Sheallj yesterday
late Chinnia Moodelly.

¥ letter of th i :
" and made p;s‘itul;luistan't, I‘:o. 170, I bave the honour to report that I
| inquiry into the state of affairs in tho matter of the

2. I now submi i
mit the following papers for your consideration :—

lst.-—Tho d(’ 1%

position of
nan, who is said to ha:e i:f:x::lthytnoqdc”)': the natural father of the boy Velu, alias Rama;
the younger wifo Santhanam. Sabop ed by Chinnia Moodelly, but whose adoption is disputed by
1:0}' °lf tal(; the rooms containing mov::;.%z]lzhy Moodelly is in possession of the house, and has the
ompleted by Chinni property, Ile .

ol LT e, s e e
2nd.—The deposit; sistant to th
¢ deposition of Kri o the Collcctor.

He denies that the :dogtrilz:xn: sa.;: my Moodelly, the elder brother of Santhanam, the younger
) 3rd.—The deposition of Supbahol(\)I Place, and says that the Will and Arzi aro forgeries.
This man was examined by me, be oodelly, the elder brother of Shellattanni, the elder wife.
trouble to go to the house wbc’ro :Zuse : was'n“ allowed to sco the women, although I took the
adoption, not having been present Cglzvere living. Suppah Moodelly knows nothing about the
. !;ay ;Ccrue to his sistcr, Shellam merely says that he is competent to manage 425 property

. The two women, S ’ J
. » Santh
Sheu‘f‘"} supports the adoptionalzxanﬁ and Shellam, have been examined by the Taluq Sheristadar.
depositions with this lett s Santhanam disputes it. I 1 h cr, scnt their l
4. Besides t! Z er for reasons which I shall preseutl . 1 tave not, ROWETER
y 16 above d e y cxplain, '
epositions I forward two Tamil statcxl;c::tls ghowinge tho lands paying

revenue directly to Gover
‘ : nment, whi
Shealli and Mayavaram respcctive‘;yTCh rere Reld by he ot Chinia Moodlyf th 144 )

kist

wife.

It will be seer : v M a RS, A. P
oad i S;;;}l;at in Mayaveram he held 158 9 7 paying a revenuc of é 97313 6
sen sae ase XYY ess ' gae 365 18 49 " e 10,0;1 9 O

Total.., 524 7 56 14,025 6°G

5. Iwas un
able to elicit any reli
y reliable inf : .
property. Sabapathy Moodelly, who a ormation respecting the value of tho movablo
now in possession, could not or :vould ng.p?a; ®to havo been tho factotum of tho decessed, and 18
money, and th . t inform me of even thea xi '
Al of}‘cree ;t:mr t\wl'o ldlxd not and could not know anything n‘l)z::‘il;mto smannt of tho ready
. o scal all the rooms containi )
agreed readily to th ontaining valuables, but, although al ;
Sabapathy Moodell ooif°p°53f], when I returned to tho bo'uso' for ;he purpgo;cu 1f 't'bel'pm‘tlcs o et
7. 1 conceiveytl a-‘:‘x’tid on the ground of pollution to my entering tl ’0 sealing tho roous,
1 . g th
steps for securing the pro ave no power, either as a Revenuo or Mn:istci' 1(;11;0.
perty contrary to the wishes of those who claim t;ab . toko a0y
, o in posscssion, and

Proceedings of the Mad.
Madras Government, Revenue Depaﬂmenl v
[} .

L U

" g brass farthing.

| perfectly capable of managing the estat

——

T 3 : ;
) ‘Proceedfmgs of the Madras Government, Revenue Department
’

- 26th January 1871.

after the insult to which my desire to be of good service to the familyysubjected ;ne I certainly

: did not feel moved to exceed my duty in their behalf.

8. From inquiries on the spot 1 hear that there was a most ﬁﬁseemly fight over poor Chinnia

Moodelliar's corpse, and that both factions claim to have performed the funeral ceremonies

9. As there are no other natural heirs nearer in-defree than the two widows, and as the
of the widows, it appears to me that the ounly thing Rev,enue-oﬂicers

adoption is disputed by one
idows as the joint heirs of the deccased, pending the decision of the

can do is, to consider the w

disputed adoption by a competent Civil Court. -
10. TWhether the boy Ramakistnan be eventually decided to be the heir, or the widows, the

deceased’s estate must devolve, by inheritance, to incapacitated, persons ; in the former event, the

heir is incapacitated by minority ; in the latter the heirs are incapacitated by sex. Moreove;- in
‘the latter case the natural incapacity of the joint heirs would be aggravated by their disunion ’

11. Again, the alleged ages of the widows Shellam and Santhanam are respectively 22.and

+ Hor eldor brother says 17 or 18 14,* and their nearest relations and natural

o ) protectors are two young men, their respective

It is impossible to say that these young men, on behalf of their respective sisters
managing the estate ; but as far a8 appearances go, they certainly do not [0(;;’,
aking for myself, I sbould be very sorry to trust either of them with the value of

elder brothers.
are incapable of
capable, and, spe

otpan is said by his father to be in the 14th year of his age. Under
bapathy Moodelly was constitusted the guardian of the boy ; and ashe
innia Moodelly’s headman of {business, I have mo doubt that he is
e, should it eventually desolve on the boy Ramakistnan. .

15. The difficulty in this case is caused by the dispute about the adoption. My own opinion
is that it would be well for the Court of Wards to take charge of the estate pending the decision

. of the adoption-dispute, if such a course is according to law. ‘The question of possession, which
.will, I fear, be the occasion of heavy loss to the estate, would thus be settled and loss prevented.. -
14. I will now briefly explain why Lhave not sent the depositions of Shellam and Santhanam.
15. On Tuesday morning, the 2ud instant, I received the Arzi said to have been signed and
sent to me by Chinnia Moodelly before his death. It was to the effect that be had adopted Rama-
kistnan as his son, and had appointed the boy's natural father as his guardian and the custodian of
the property, and that his two wives, Shellam and Santhanam, were merely. entit}ed to: mainte-
nance. I returned the Arzi at once to the bearer, and told him to carry it straight to the Tahsil-
dar, whom I directed to verify the Arzi if possible. I enclose a copy of this Arzi and of my
endorsement. The Tahsildar being unfortunately away from Shealli, the duty of carrying out my
order devolved on the Sheristadar. Upon receipt of my order, he appears to have commenced a
" regular inquiry into the fact of the adoption. L ,
'16. - On Wednesday morning I received an Arzi from S

had been no adoption, and on Thursday night another, objecti
- and accusing him of partiality. On Friday ‘morning I went to Shealli. I met the Tahsildar

there. He had only that morning come into the Cusbah station after about a week's absence.
.1 called the Sheristadar, and got all the he had taken. I.then went to the
house of the deceased with the Tahsildar. Wesab down on the front pial, and in the presence of
all the interested partics, and a large crowd of spcctato}s assembled in the street, the Tahsildar
read out each deposition to the avowed deponent, and the latter publicly acknowledged having
made the deposition. In the same way the women wero brought by the contending parties to &
barred window, and heard their depositions read out, and no” quections were taken. In all twelve
.depositions were thus read out and verified ; after that T took the depositions and placed them in
a cover which I sealed with my private seal. After having a record of my proceedings drawn up
and signed by several of the most respectable inhabitants who were present on the occasion, and

after taking 3 statement from the Sheristadar that there were no other records relating to the

inquiry besides those which were sealed up, 1 announced that th

12. The boy Ramaki
the alleged Will and Arzi Sa
has for some time been Ch

anthar{am’s party, stating that there
ng to the inquiry of the Sheristadar,

depositions which

¢ question of adoption was one

”
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. 26th January 1871,
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue D epartment,

which -officer |
- ;;Osel:iv::%:;iﬁ:r; were not ?ompetent to decide; that a sufficient inquiry for revenue
Do acknowled,:de’rzi(:i:l;ai xlctl ::;ul(li n:w t:e sttzlpped; and the depositions which had been
2 vely to the adoption would be carefully p:
y preserved and

I then took the cover and deposited it in the

produced when required before a competent Court
treasury, .

¥

1 : . A t ' ‘ ; () |
. . |

was necessary for revenue purposes has be i
S nec . en made, but it wi
assists in the final establishment of the truth. ’ il not be

18. Th i intriguer:
e mouths of the liars and intriguers, whose interest it is to foment this family q\iarrel t
y subordinates. I hope that you

w;lll n.ow, at all events, be closed so far as concerns me and m
will view my proceedings in the matter with satisfaction.
Excrosuge, No. 2.

From ; jore i
m the ?ollector of Tanjore, to the Acting Civil Judge of Tranquebar, dated Negapatam

16th August 1870, No. 1,025.

Uxper Section 20, Regulation V. of 1804, as extended by Section 3, Reg\;htion X. of 1831

* # Dated Gth instant, No, 172, I have the honour to forward, herewith, a letter .

ey e e ! from the Acti . )
“with . . cting Head Assistant Coll
1t3 six enclosures, reporting on the circumstances of the estate of the late Chinnia h(;oszz;; |

of Shealli.

2. F i i inni '
lndod estart(lmp;hyx:n gyzur:nll obse;v; tl:z;is Chinnia Moodelly, who was the proprietor of a large

’ venue of about Rs. 14,000 to Government, di : N
. o é i s ent, died on the 1st instant, lea :
wo young widows without any issue, and that an adoption, alleged to have been made b,; }eli: T;E:

E his death-bed, is denied by the younger widow (aged 14), as well as her brother and natural

E:ariix?in, ag is a.l.so the alleged Will of the deceased by which the natural father of the alleged °
opted son (& minor), and who is at present in possession of all the movable property of the estate |

i8 nominated his guardian.

3. Whether the adoption is established or not, the inheritance in either case must devolve

on inf:apacitated heirs ; for vyhile on the one hand the alleged adopted son is incapacitated by
minority, .on t.he other, the widows are so by sex (one of them, the younger, being incapacitated
;ls'o by mmIonty) ; but under all the circumstances of this case, which must lead to almost endless
. litigation, I am not prepared to recommend that thisestate should be tak :
’ en und
o the Court of Wards. \ ‘ o the Hangement
. 4. A§, }.mwever, it is highly desirable that the property shouldbe secured from waste or
misappropriatjon, I have deemed it right to report the case to you under the enactment quoted at

'the head of this letter, in order that, if you consider that sufficient grounds exist for such proceed- -
ings, you may take immediato steps to appoint a proper person to be the guardian of Whoex;er ma;

be the lawful heirs of the deccased proprietor.

5, 1make this application to you by letter instead of through the Government Vakil in
111

accordance with the ordinary course of procedure, b i

& . , because the legislati isi i

| T address you requires the Collectors to ‘* report” such cases to thi Zilll:; %roo:::lofn;nt(lixer th'h

‘scems to me, expressly allows the form of official correspondence to be observed , e
6. I request that the cnclosures of this letter may be returned when no l(;nger required

From the Collector of Tanjore, to the Acting Sceretary to the Board of Rovenue, :
. y

dated Vallam, 5th September 1870, No. 286, |

Ix continuation of my letter of the 17th August 1870, No. 270, I havo th
" o i y o .

honour to forward herowith, forv the Board’s perusal, a copy of tho Proceed;

ings of the Civil Court of I'ranquebar

{Dated 220d August 1870, '
‘ onmy roportt regarding tho cstato of

=+ T

productive of evil results if it =
| Head Assistant Collector, for the propose

considering Mr. Burrows to be

" ing and considerable revenue eXperience,

e S e e St U SUDU S S g

NSO BT EAC

; of the said talugs and their inhabitants,

" intimated to me that, in the absence of information a

© ‘mensem. I beg to request, therefore,
sanction of Government for Mr. Burrows receivl

- This arrangement, I consider,

=y

L e e~ &

et

& Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,

26th Jémtdryi 1871,

. 9. From this the Board Will‘obServe'_ that the Civil Judge has fuliy ;ecogtii,;,ed
the necessity of appointing a Manager for this estato under the provisions of the -
enactment quoted by me. I cannot, howéver, myself take charge of the estate on

behalf of the Court as proposed by Mr. Pelly, since the management of the large .

estate of His Highness the late Rajah and of the Kapistalam estate, which has

recently been taken under the charge of the Court of Wards, océupies all the time i

he other duties of my office; and in compliance, therefore, with

1 can spare from t : offic i
Mr. Pelly’s alternative proposal, I have recommended -Mr. Burrows, the Acting

d office of t_he’Mé,nager.‘ My reasons for
best fitted to undertake this office are— :

1st.—Decause the estate is large one, consisting of extensive Tanded -
for its faithful and cfficient management an officer of stand-

property, and requires C ‘ )
' which Jatter qualification is considered by

the Civil Judge to be essential. B ( »
9nd.—Because the estate is situated wholly in the two talugs of - Shealli and

which corhprise the Head Assistant’s division. ‘

Mayaveram, : ‘ ' -
© 7 8;4-—Because Mr. Burrows, from his intimate acquaintance with the state

added to his industry and sound judgment,

is peculiarly qualified fo manago this estate to the best advantage, and can-also

spare sufficient timo for this special duty. ‘ o s :
I trust that the recommendation I have thus madg will mect with the Board’s

approval. , o L
3 Tt will be seen from the Proccedings of the Civil Judge that the officer
appointed to manage this estate is to reccive a remunngation out of its revenues,
and in roply to a refercnce which I made to him on th'is.point Mr. Pelly has
s to the net yicld of the estate,
he purposes to fix the Manager’s remuneration for -the present a Rs. 159 per
| ' that the Board will be plessed to obtain the
iving this remuneration for the extra

“and responsiblo labour which the management of the estate must entail on him.
is not only fair to Mr Burrows, but well calculated .

rgo and valuable estate, which under’ a less

to sccuro the well-being of this la
ulation as well

suitablo” arrangement would be sure to suffer scriously from pec
“as frivolous litigation. : S

" Excrosuze No. 1. ,
Proccedings of the Civil Court of Tranjuebar, dated 22nd August 1870.-

Reid letter from the Collector of Tanjore, dated 16th ‘ins'tan‘t,”No. 1,025, tog'e‘ther with its .
‘ enclosures. . C é ‘ ‘

t, with reference to: Scction 20,
Regulation V. of 1804, and Section 3, Regulation X. of 1831, reports the death of one Clhinnia
Moodelly of Shealli Talug, the possessor of an estate subject to an undivided assessment ?f public
revenuo to the extent of about Rs. 14,000 per annum, acd states, with reference to an alleged
and disputed adoption, that the case being one which must lead to almost endless litigation that
he is not prepared to recommend the estate being taken under the management of the Court of

In the above communication the Collector of the distric

R S D
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,

26tk January 1871.

Wards, and that he accordingly re
to be guardian of whoever may b
" 2. From the letter and its

one Velu alias Ramakistnan is said to have been adopted by him shortly before his demise,

3. The deceased has, however, loft two widows respectively named Shellam and Santhanam,
Of these the elder is said to be about 22 and the younger about 14 years of age. The former
admits, but the latter denies, the adoption, and until this disputed question has been settled, they

irs. W ; and the point to be looked to is whether they are incapa-

ports in view to the apbointment by the Court of & proper person
e the lawful heir of the deceased proprietor. ’

tive on the Court to nominate proper persons to be
" guardian ineligible for the mzinagership, it becomes also n
nomination to this office to the end, as set forth in
property.” c :
4. That the widows are both inea
. from the Acting Head Assistant Collec
shows that, apart from the minority o
the former proceeded in person to the
them. . s ‘
5. -The brother of the minor widow may constitute a suitable guardian for her,
has still to be inquired into; but from paragraph
report, hein like manner with the brother of the
person, to appoint Manager.
6. In the case of extensive landed property,
difficulty in the selection of a proper person for its man
. furnish an’ individual suitahle and competent, while
* and less opportunity of forming a correct 6pinion.

it could be easily disposed of. The case, however, becomes very different where the right manage-
ment of an extensive estate, it may be for years to come, is involved, and for which previous :
revenue .training and experience, apart from integrity and ability, are indispensable. The Court '\
establishment, as at present constituted, will furnish no fit person, and, as observed above,-the |
Court itself has no opportunities of forming an opinion relative to the qualifications of others, while -
the disunion between the widows, one upholding and the other opposing’ the alleged adoption,
precludes nomination of a member of the family ; and under these cxceptional circumstances, I deem
it my proper course to make application to the Collector of the district to ascertain whether ho has :
any objection to taking charge on behalf of the Court, and if 80, to recommend an efScient Revenue- »
- officer, (for which his official position affords him peculiar facilitics,) who will thereupon be |
nominated Manager and remuncrated out of the cstate. s

{Section 20, *“that injury may not arise to the '
pacitated by sex for the management of t‘h‘o estato appears :
tor’s report to which that of the Collector gives cover, It °
f the junior widow, both are so strictly Gosha that though’
house in which they reside, he was not even allowed to sce .

i That point ;
12 of the Acting Head Assistant Collector’s .
elder widow would appcar to bo g wholly unfit :

the Court is placed in a position of much
agcment. A Court establishment will rarely!
of out-siders the Court has _little knowledge ¢
If the question was one of mero attachment, {

oy

(True Extract.)

Lo . (Signed)  C. R. PELLY,
‘ . dcting Civil Judge.

Tuese letters will bo submitted to Government, with reference to Scetion 3,
Regulation V. of 1804, "
2.. The Board aro clearly of opinion that the Hcad Assistant should not bo
- allowed to undertake the management as suggested Dby the Collcétor;l but they
entertain some doubt as to the proper course to be pursucd with regard to ordinary
ryotwar estates devolving on persons incapacitated from taking chargo of them.
It is-evident that if the Court of Wardsis to tako chargo of every estato wheroe their
interference might seem likely to bo advantagcous to the intercsts of tho minor °
Proprietor, they would soon be overwhelmed with the number of their charges ;o

R

>

K N S |

enclosures it appears that the deccased died issueless, but that

Janagement of the estate, for in such event it becomes impera.
guardians ; and as Scction 9 declares the :
ecessary to make a distinct and separate .

o

At

PRI W

~—~

Ty W
' |

| - - ! t, Revenue Department,
inos of .the Madras Government,
"« Procecdings of 26th January 1871.

t has been usual not to interfere2 as @ general ruleZ e;;i:epzflilhi;h% ;:::z
- tlv settled estates. In the present instance, the majority of tho Boatd
D reoommen Government not to put the estate under th? Inanager: !

| W°1}1d~ regom?l:lrzldlea(;z the Civil Court to select’a Manager In the ordinary way.
gz:rgn?in(l}l;vngber, howelver, dissents from this recommenda"aon,'

a separate Minute on the subject.

and practically i

- o6th January 1871, No. 176, |
| REON, 26th January 187\ R ‘ o
No. 364 I omm T . Tue Government are of opmxonuthai;:
Miscellaneous. the estate of the lato Chinnia Mood% 5; }t:
I Shealli should be taken 1n charge by the

Goutt o iro that the C
' f Wards, and desire :
00“1'; ’ The pr;posal that the Acting

i ly inadmissible. . | .
the estate 1s cle.a'r Yd out by the Zillah Judge, the widows of the dece;sego 11:;1; b

o lcxls pml?:;rs at-law, pending the establishment of the assertc g pt
recognized as . L olis

4 . . (True . HUDLESTON,

(Signed)
Secretary to Government.
To the Court of Wards. '
-, the Accountant-General.
Exd. F. R, Bantlemat, o |

and has recorded -

ourt will instruct the Collector actordingly. -
Head Assistant should be paid Manager of -

o as
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