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e preservation and proper

. o " Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
. 93rd January 1871 e

P

No. 307. Read the following Proceedirig;;s of the Board of Revenue, dated 15th
December 1870, No. 7,141 :— ' A

- Read the following.letter from J. HUNTER BLAIR, Esq., Collector of Maciraé
to the Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated 22nd Octobe;‘

1870, No. 50.

1 nave the honour to bring to the notice of the B‘oard that a large number of

- old and important.records in the Office of the Deputy-Collector of ﬁadras are :

a state of great confusion, and have Suﬂ'eréd much damage fromﬁnevlect" T;:
circumstances under which the records came into their present state aroé eXi)lained
in the accompanying copy of the letter from the Deputy-Collector of Madras‘ )
dated 10th October 1870, No. 634, Among the papers are mixed up ceftiﬁcates’ .

and other important documents,presente‘d by parties for which they hol(i‘

s and which cannot oW be returned to them, and great inconvenience is
the records papers -

B

 grants,
‘ , receipt
-+ occasioned in the office by the impossibility of finding among

required for reference. _ ‘ :
-~ g, Inorderto arrange and index the records, tho Deputy-Collectof applies

for.a temporary -establishment, consisting of six Clerks, on Rs. 20 each, and two
Agtenders, on Rs. 10 per mensem, and requests that one of the experienced Assist-
ants in the Board’s Record Office may be deputed to supervise the arrangement
and indexing. It is absolutely necessary that the records should be arranged,

v e -ad the Deputy'Conoctor hag .gone into .the ,subject\ very carefully. I therefore _
request that Board will obtain tho sanction of Government for the immediato
tainment of the temporary establishment, which will be di‘spensed‘with; as
soon as the work is brought to @ close. ~ 1 beg also that the Board will arrange .
for transferring one of the Record Assistants of their office for this special duty, ‘

for without proper Super ision, the work will be prolong'ed. ‘
3. For the proper custody of these above referred to records, and the
ing, the Deputy-Collector requests

. arrangement of the records now daily accumulatt
blishment of & Record-keeper on.-

! ganction for & permanent addition to his esta
" Rs. 25, ond an Attender on Rs. 10 per mensem, 'Thereis 00 Record-keeper in the
scale of establishment allowed to him, and unless the records are placed in charge-
of a Clerk whoso special duty is to look after them, I fear that they will again get "~
proposal of the Deputy-Collec- .

into confusion. I beg therefore to recommend this
tor's also, and to request the pecessary sanction M3y be obtained by the Board.

N R R A

prr-

enter

e g A Ty

em————
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EXCLOSURE No. 1.

From the Deputy-Collectors to the Collector of Madras, date
to bring to your notice the state of the record

1 10th October 1870, No. 634,
1 pave the honour s in my office, and t0 propose

':t .
' what measures 1 think best to arrange them. ‘ . I
jcts of Chingleput and Madras into the

9, Previous to the amalgamation of the two distr
n English Record-keeper on & Pay of 100 Rs.

late Madras District in May 1859, there was &
per mensem, who, in addition to the taking care of English records, had charge of English corre-
o exclusive business was the

gpondence, and & Vernacular Record-keeper with an Attender, whos
r of the late Madras Colleptor's

arrangement of Vernacular records.
3." Subsequent to the amalgamation, the Rgcord-keepe
aps not bound to look after these

Ofice being far removed from the Mount Road Oice, and perh

e
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department .
23rd January 1871. ?

’
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- [
records and prob'lbly ‘havin ith tho 4 ‘n m
R 3 g much to do with the
o d to th e tion of the former. A arran2e ent of the TCCOI‘dS at Sydapet, did not

4. During the ten years of the amalgamati

Talug Establi . ion, these records suffered a
i T o ol S Bt
ostraged most, part of t;em, Vpi u:;‘ble records an.d rubbish were thrown together, and white ants
office were afraid to go to. ihenr(?;c:;d‘f:oe;mlf:)?li'cil:ar{i’e Ofb s Bubc;rdinatcs in the |
references have of cobras and other reptiles. i
to get the necesiixgeir:;i(:nZZ'tlle records, an.d then I regret to say that wha.tevx::rﬂtci;e ‘S:.‘:t;m::
their certificates, grants andloil’l e spent in vain. From time to timo parties bad prcselr)lted
receipts for the ’same. ’Thesei o :mportant vouchers into this office, and were furnished with
ments, and I Lave not been abl cceipts aro now produced, and the partics claim back their d

¢ to comply with their requests. ‘ eir docts

5. To remedy thi o
ment. A Gummi inlsagsfi\:;lzsne‘iost;?e Ioi' ‘thmgs a8 far ag practicable, I have made a commence
. is legitimate duti : . -

llnder tbe emclen . e 1€3, w"'h .the assistan
ode is mo slowt tsltlet:ex;)nft.cndcncc of the Tahsildar, is preparing a rough In;::fb t:Vol rolustoens
elapse. The records are 0 olre ang perceptible result is produced, o S:ca.t len ’thu ft p o
1790, 2nd T ara not voluminous, and as far as could be ascertained, they h gth of time must
» not sure if records of carlier date are not in the rec ’d v accumulated from

ord-room.

6. If these records are a
t all to be kept, it is ab
. , 3nlutel g
Zl;elgn;crtalnxnent pcrma.nf:ntly of a'Record-keeper on 25 el{{; ecessary to proc.:uro sanction for
Attcnde: (z)md1 (i)'o; an additional establishment of six hands on ".OI;:: I:cn;cm’ i A
n 3. cach for a year. The additional establishment 'm:txcst p;rtlx'nins;m’hm(tlhd‘:o
N 1ink, Lo headed bY

a well practised b .
o arfame " fnd ;ww t;t.rlployed in the Record-room of the Re
. won records consistently with the ordera e ¢ Revenue Board Office, to collate i
No. 320, ouveyad in the Doard's Blauding Clrculst=t
o [ .

I:& 18° . .
this" letter, the Collector solicits sanction, 1st, for a ter Ulist
» nporary esta ish-

:lnte:tc S:tth(;- sgength noted in the margin
_— of Rs. 1,680 for the arrange-

it of tho rccords of the Madras
Dcputy‘-Collcctor’s Office; 2nd, for tho
entertainment of a pcrmanont, Record-
keeper and an Attender at a cost of
Rs. 420* per annum, to have charge of
the records after their arrangement.

' RS.
6 Clerks, at20 =120
2 Attenders,at 10 = 20

* cmm—

140 x 12 = 1,680

* Record-keeper,at 25 = 300
Attender, at 10 = 120

————

Total... 420

2. From the account gi e .
Board are satisfied that th:irg}l):nc:fa:lm P,TCScnt’condmon of the records, tho
despatch of business and for th g rangement is absolutely necessary for tho
many valuable Title-deeds r I }01 iscovery and return to the owners concerned of
owing to their being el now stated to be practically inaccessiblo

¢ mixed up in confusion with papers of no value. o

3. NO idca M : . -
Collea is given cither in the Collector’s letter, or in that of tho Deputy-
cctor, of the extent of labour inv Ived i ' puty
secured in almirahs, s! olved in the arrangement. Tho records aro
P co(n .\(;ra lz,l ghelves, and boxes, and a portion lio in a heap on the baro.
. sidcrable portion i , . . Rt
I in bound volumes, a portion in bundles and packets, .-

“and another portion consi
portion consists of loose papers und cadjan documents. A portion

consists also .
o ]of maps and plans, relating to house-property.  The sifting, arrang
catalo i 3 | * ) :
= guing or indexing a mass of heterogenous materials liko this rclating
* o
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> Proceedings of the Madras Governm‘eni‘;’, Revenue Department,
93rd January 1871, '

et

not to one but to several distinct departments, viz., the Registration, tﬁe Quit-rent,

and the Abkarry, must, the Board feel, give a good deal of work. .
4. They are, however, inclined to recommend a somewhat reduced establish-
. ment as particularized in the margin.

This will enable operations to be com-

ES.
1 Clerk, at 25 .. =25
4 Do, at20 .. =80
9 Attenders, af 10 .o = 20

12512 = 1,500

the charge to be met from savings in
the current year's Budget. The bulk
of the work will be done during 1871-72,
1,000 has been already nfade for

in the Budget for which year a provision of Rs.

the purpose. \ .
5. The Board are not now prepared to recommend the second of Mr. Blair’s

propositions, viz., the entertainment of a permanent Record-keeper and an Attender.
They believe that much of what now forms the bulk of the records will be found
to be of little permanent value, and therefore undeserving of preservation ; and

d form that by a slight

{hat what remains will be in such small compass an
re-distribution” of work among the Clerks of the several departments, means will

be found for their proper custody.

6.. The Collector will report on th
and also submit for the orders of the Board a list of papers propose

and of those to be destroyed. ,
‘1t"does Ot appuds e viiv instructions contained in th

e 1st March the progress made in the work,
d to be retained

T o Starding Circular
Order No. 321 have been ever @
Office. 1f so, all current papcrs as
dealt with under those rules.

8. There does not appear
Assistant from their Record Office to su

d disposed of should be

they are received an

to the Board to be any necessity for deputing an
perintend the work.

OrDER THEREON, 23rd January 1871, No. 149. :
1 Tnr employment of the temporary

Miscellancous- \ ostablishment proposed by the Board
at paragraph 4 of their Proceedings is

Towards the end of which term the subject of its

continuance, if found necessary, can be brought under consideration. ‘
d that some trustworthy member of the Deputy-

9. It is, of course, understoo
hment will be in responsible charge of the work.

(True Extract.)
(Signed)

No. 308.

sanctioned for six months.

Collector’s regular establis

W. HUDLESTON,

Secretary to Government.

To the Board of Revenue.
,, the Accountant-General.

Exd. F. R Dantleman.
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No. 7,141, .
EVENUE, dated 15th December 1870. ‘

.

" PgoCEEDINGS OF TRE Boazp o7 R

I. BLAIR, FEsq., Collector of Madras, to the Acting Secretary

o : ; , dpted 29nd October 1870, No. 50:— ' '
¥ 1 oavs the honour to bring to th ce of the Board, that 2 large number of old and

- “important records in the Office of the Deputy Collector of Madras, are in a state of gi-eat confusion

: t'md have suffered much damage from neglect. _The circumsiances ander which the records cam; |

into their present state, are expl ’ he letter from the De'put'y

into 8 ) ained in the accompanying ¢opy of t
‘ Collector of Madras, dated 10th October 1870; No. 634. Among the papers are mixed up ‘
d other important documents, arties c

certificates, grants, an _ presented by parties for which - they-hold
;recgipts and which cannot now be returned to them, and great inconvenience is occasioned in the
.office by the impossibility of finding among the records, papers required for r'efex:éhce. L

. 9. In order toarrange and index the Records, the Deputy Collector a;ppli‘es for a temp;r;zry
;esta.blishment, consisting of six Clerks, on Rupees 20 each, and two Attendefs, on Rupees 10 per
-mensem, and requests that one of the experienced Assistants in the Board's Record, Office ‘may be

deputed to supervise the arrangement and :mdgxing.r Tt is absolutely necessary that the Records

ghould be arranged, and the Deputy Collector'ha.s gone into the subject very carefully. 1, therefore,
' request that Board will obtain the sanction of. Government for the immedia 17

A ‘ te entertainment of
* the temporary establishment, which will be dispensed with as soon 28 the work is brought to a
“close. Ibeg algo that the Board will arrange for transfexfring‘one of the Record Assistants of

. their office for this special duty, for without proper supgrvision, the work will be prolonged.
3. For the proper custody of these above referred to records and the arrangement of the

: records now daily accumulating, the Deputy Collector requests sanction for a permanent addition

; to his establishment of 3 Record-keeper on Rupees 23 and 'gn,Attender on Rupees 10 per
, mensem. There is no Record-keeper in the scale 0 d unless the

‘ f éstablishmént allowed to him, an
f.-neéo:ds are ‘p'laccd in charge of 2 clerk whose epecial duty it is to look after them, 1 fear that-
< they will again get into confusion. 1 beg therefore to recommend y

this - proposal of the Deputy -
Collector’s also and to reque -

;‘ - ST
‘Read the following letter from J. T
: ~to the Board of I_levénue,

o noti

RS

st the necessary ganction may be obtained by the Board.

pummm—— |
LN

Escrosuee No. 1. S
Deputy Collector, t(S‘ the Collector of Madras, dated 10th
,October‘lS]O,'N_q. 634 . L

o the state of the reco

‘ From R. BAGOO.\*ATHA RO,

: 1 mave the honour to bring to your notic +ds in my Office, and to propdse
‘what measures 1 think best to arrange them. . . . C C
| 9, DPrevious to the ama.lgamation of the two districts of Chingleput and A[adras into the

‘ a pay of 100 Rupees, .

. 1ate Madras District, in May 1859, there was an Englis\x Record-keeper o8 &
‘per mensem, who, in addition to the taking care of English rcco;d , |
r with an Attender, whose exclusive business Wwas t'he

' pondenct, and 3 Y‘ernacular Record-keepe h.
i d proper arrangement of Vernacular records.. ‘ ‘ )
¢ Madras Collector’s

 preservation an

- Subsequent to the amalg : : :
! Office, being far removed from the Mount Road Office, and perhaps not bound to look after these .
{records, and probably having much to do with the arrangement pf the records at Sydapet, did not -

* attend to the prescrvation of the former.
rs of -the am

) 4. During the ten years algamation, these records suffered a grea deal. ;The
_ Talook Establishment reduced to the lowest poésible scale could not attend to them. DBundles of
satermingled, valuable records and rubbish were thrown together, and white ants

In fact, when I took charge of the ofiice, the subordinates in the

record-room, for fear of cobrag and other reptiles. Continual

ade to the records, and then I regret to 833 that whatever time was spent

' office were afr
- op. wag spent 18 vain. From time to time“parties bad prescnt_ed -
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i i " : . ., - N S j NS 5. The Board are not now prep ared to recommend the second of Mr. Blair’s propositions,
:helf tce;hﬁ::;:tes, gmntsTand other-lmportant vouchers into this office and were furnished with * s 'yiz., the entertainment of a permanent Record-keeper and an Attender. They believe that much
ecexf * 03 1 ;: same. heso receipts gre n.ow produced, and the partics claim back their docu- 3’ \'2‘ A’, of what now forms the bulk of the Recordzwill be found to be of little permanent value and
ments, and L have not been able to comply ‘wh thexr requests. ' . - \‘f " therefore undeserving of preservation; and that :wha.t remains will be in such small compass and
5. To remedy this confused state of things as far as practicable, I have made a commence- ~ o) ‘1 . form that by a slight re-distribution of work among the Clerks of the several departments, mean3
ment. A Gumastah in addition to his legitimate duties, with th is . \ ; ill be found for their proper custody. : ‘ . ‘ :
: ; o assistance of two volunteers, : : . will be tound 10 prop : . )
under t.he efficient superintendenﬁge’ of the Tahsildar, is pre;)aring a rough Index, but the progress P § 6. The Collector will report on t.he st March the progress made. mdthed )v:rtki: andtal;o :
n:lnade, is ;‘; slow, that before.any perceptible result is produced, a great length of time must \} gubmit for the orders of the Board & list of papers proposed to be ?etgxne and of those to bo
elapse. e records are voluininous, and as far as could be ascertained they k ‘ e destroyed : ‘ L : St
- N ) they have accumulated from estroyed. - LT s . . .
1790, and I am not sure if records of carlier date’are not in"the 'ﬁecéfdéi‘o{)mf Su 7. Tt does not appear that the instructions contained in th? Standing Circular Order, |
6. Iftheser ‘ d‘ U A S | - -~ \ rt No. 321, have been ever attended to in the Madras Deputy Collector's Office. If 8o, ,all‘c_n,rrent ‘
- th t o 6se recorcs are at all to be kept, it is absolutely necessary to procure sanction for.xi-, N papers ;s they are received and disposed of, should be dealt with'under those rules.” = 7~ T
elcz)n I:r ammentd permanentl.y.of a Record-keeper on 25 Rupees per mensem, with an Attender® ¢, il P 8 ' There does not appear to the Board to be any necessity for deputing an _‘:A\ssls_ta:n('. _from ,
:’;,th o PP;;& 3‘? for flu(l) additional establishment of six hands on 20 Rupees each per mensem, ’ - " their Record Office to sﬂPEIintend the work‘..‘ . . ‘ A o
BN /do(I : enders on anees each for a year. The additional establishment must, I, think, o t ¢ R %+ (True Copics and Extract) , S
: Oe{:'i ea te )1'13' WendeCflced hand now employed in the Record-room of the Revenue Board ! f : Lo L Ty
ce, to collate and arrange the records consistently with the ord i g o : i S / o
Standiog Circular No. 320, y with the orders conveyed in the Board's \I . ) ;,:_/" wH o
) | ' ) \ - = ~ o B \"2'/
; - i (True Cepy.) - ‘ \, ST L e . <Foer~ Acting Sub-Secretarte
l‘k - . . L ' - - | ‘ K ‘ N . o
Lo L ' (Signed)  J. H. BLAIR, N 1 the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department. - -
e T T ’ ' ' X § N - ) dras. e
| / Collector : \\; ,» the Collector pf Ma ,'ﬁ/j:' - | . |
Ix this letter, the Collector gglicits sanction 1lst, for a temporary establishment of the S 34 T LT 4 ' o S
. 8Clerka st 0 —1% ' " strength noted in the margin st a cost of § (( ’ v s ‘ | ’
‘ ¥, ZAueadersat10 = 20 ~ Rupecs 1,680 for the arrangement of tho " . o - ' . - | PEEE
; ' ‘ Ta0x12=1,650 - Records of the MadraleeputyCollcctor’s Office; \,; _ ﬂ " e FUSL
» Record-koeper at 25300 ' 2nd, for tho entertainment, of 2 permanent 4 B R i tanad R
) Attendor..on, at 10=120 o Record-keeper and an Attender at o cost of PV, .
o Total... 420 " * Rupees 420* per annum, t5 kave charge of the a \
:‘:‘ Records after their arrangement. i o
- 2. FTO‘m the account given of the present condition of the Records, the Board are satis- l ‘Exd. G. A. Turton. .
© fied that their proper arrangement is absolutely necessary for tho despatch of .business and for ¥ ‘ b T T
the discovery and return to the owners concerned of many valuable Title-deeds which are now i
stated to be practically inaccessible owing to their being mixed up in confusion with papers of | .
I no value. " ‘ 1
S . . . . o N ‘ \[
3. Noideais given either in the Collector’s letter or in that of tho Deputy Collector of R ‘
the extent of labour involved in the arrangement. The Records are sccured in almiras, shelves, \3,
and boxes, and a portion lie in & heap on the bare floor. A considerable portion in bound volumes, .
a portion in bundles and packets, and another portion consists of loose papers and cadjan documents. i
A portion consists also of Maps and Plans, relating to house property. The sifting, arranging, }
and cataloguing or iqdcxing a mageof heterogenous materials like this relating not tp one but to ‘\ {
e several distinet departments, viz., the Registration, the Quit-rent, and the Abkarry, must the ‘if
Board feel give a good deal of work. ' ' ;
4. They are however inclined to recommend a somewhat reduced establishment as pa.r‘ti-'
ns. cularized in the margin. This will cnable ‘
;ff,«,t;,f lat2s= b operations to be commenced from December and N
2 Attcadersat 10 =20 ) a portion of the charge to bo met from savings . .
’ 1% x 12 =1400 in the cx.xrrcnt year's Bud.get. The bulk.of the , )
‘ work will bo done during 1871.72, in the . t
‘Budget for which year a provision of Rs. 1,000 has been already mado for the purpose. )
| |
\!
» 1 i
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