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: | ~ . Proceedings of the Madras Goverr- gnt, Rgvenue Department,
‘ ‘ , S0tk dpr-T8TL, ™
No. 224. ° Read the following Proccediags of the Board of Revenue, dated 8th
| March 1871, No. 1,024 :— A

Read the following letter from the Acting.;pollector of North Arcot, to the Acting
Secretary to the Board Of‘RQ\V)"éDn.e; dated Chittoor, 30th' January 1871,
. No. 58. ‘ . o !

I mave the honour, with reference fo i‘:!g Procéedings of the Board ;)yf Revenue,
dated 16th Augustlast, No. 5,321, to forwarh, herewith, a memorandum embodying
the information called for by Government ic-*he concluding part of paragraph 4
of their order communicated theréwith. o )

2. From this the Board will perceive that the total expenditure on avenues |
in this district from the year 1862-63 to_"869-70 inclusive, has been Rs. 94,110,
This outlay has been spread over 505 milesof road, at an average charge per milo '

«f Rs. 186-5-8. There has likewise beex a large outlay on gardens of various
description in different parts of the distret, which are now kept up at a heavy

monthly cost. The total amount laid outon these gardens and topes up to the -
end of the last official year was Rs. 31 ,683, so that the total expenditure on trees
in this district up to March last, one way g,nd another, has been Rs. 1,25,798. -

3. The so-called monthly. Inspectpn. Reports sent in by the several
Tahsildars and Sub-Magistrates declare tle road-avenues throughout the district
4o be in a thriving condition, but before T had been very long in the district, I

) had reason to suspect that these reports. ¥ere stereotypc.ed by custom, were not
prepared after actual inspection of the avenues, and did not contain accurate

information as to the real state of the treex. »
4. From the first week in June 187) to the Tth October last, I was absent

from head-quarters on a tour in tents, dwing which time I travelled throughout
P she district as specificd in the margin.
ﬁifgfﬁ gfﬁ;’;ﬁ‘é: ‘¢S I always travelled by day, either riding
Palmanair. Congoondy. or driving in an open carriage, and [
Gudiattum. ggngﬁgver carefully observed the avenues on the
hire roads along which I travelled. The

Vellore. o ¢
Chandragherry. - Arnee Jaghire.

| o result of my observation w3 an unfavour-
éappeared to me

to be stunted, and by no means vigorous n growth-a state of things which I was
disposed partly to attribute to the fact tlat the trees were harcly those suited
for -avenues in a dry, rocky district lke this. DBefore he let\ the district,

; Mr. Wilkinson, my Head Assistant, also wrote to me demi-officially, bsinging to
ory condition of the avenues in the Calast'y Zemindari.

¢ - 5. I was, however, well aware that Mr. Robinson had fokif ma*.fy_)vegrg taken
' the deepest interest in the planting of thee trees, and T was anXious to avoid tho
unseemly appearance of a desire hastily te depreciate his exertions in a matter so
intimately connccted with the improvenent of the district over which he had
presided for so many years. I therefore thought it well to ask Mr. Shefficld, the

Assistant Conservator of Forests, who I snew had had much experience in tree-
, to report to me his opinion on tle state of theavenues along those roads
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able opinion as to the stze of the avenws. The trees generally

my notice the unsatisfact

planting
in this district over which he had travelled.
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