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Proceedings of tid M a‘dras Government, Revenue Department,
‘ 17th April 1871.

V
b

"' No. 160.  Read the following Annual Report from Major R. H. BEDDOME,

{ Cons?rvator of Forests:— -

' Submitting Annual Report for 1869-70. | (Here enter 1st June 1870.)
}

| , :

- No. 161. OrpEr THEREON, 17th April 1871, No. 681.

Tue general results of forest
management' in 1869-70, as gathered
from this voluminous report, may be
o ‘ stated briefly thus:

There were removed from the forest, according to the departmental records,—
930,010 cubic feet of timber ; ‘
i 57,434 tons of firewood ;
33,213 cart-loads of bamboos.
There were prepared— -
‘ 16,504} maunds of Sandalwood ;
11,61,799 1bs. of Red Sanders; and,
1,588 Telegraph posts.
The financial results, as compared with the previous year, were—

Forests, No. 7.

1868-69. . 1869-70.

o R RS, Bs., °

w Revenue ...  w. e e 391,179 4,95,789
YU Chargest . e w .. 209700 2,86,691
Net surplus... 1,21,479 2,09,098

and the value of timber in store at the end of the year was Rs. 4,40,903.. ;
| 2. The report explains in g‘reat detail how these results were attamed., and,
- generally, the Government consider that they testify favourably to the Wor.kmg of
the department, notwithstanding the restrictions on their opcrations which due
regard to vested interests compel the Government to impose.
’ 3. The Government rilay define and regulate, but they cannot disregard and
- ignore the communal and immemorial rights of the villagers throughout the
country. It is their place to hold the balance between unrestricted license as
i formerly existing on the one hand, and disposition to restrict too narrowly on the
other, and it is perhaps scarcely to be expected that_the compromise will fully
" satisfy either party interested. - :
5 4. Major Beddome may, howevet, rest assured that the Government are fully
i alive to the importance of tho subject of forest-conservancy, and that the frecdom
- of his.operations is in no case“checked without full consideration of the circum-
_ stances. . . '
5. The Government gather from the report that, exclusive of the Canara
~ ghaut-forests, there are about 750 square-miles of reserved forest, which are
_ worked departmentally, but that, with this comparatively trifling exception, the
" objectionable license and voucher-system is still in force in the whole range of
- country with which the Forest Department have any concern. The Government
gdesire that it shall be the constant effort of the Conscrvator and his deputies to
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Lroceedings of the Madras (7 overnmen't, Reue}z?w Department,
19¢h April 1871,
——
extend the depot and periodical auction-system as much a3 possible, and to put a
speedy end to the lice

nse and voucher-system which is fraught with' facilitics for
fraud and oppression

6. The Government o
plantations in Malab
Planting s under t;
and its western vicl

bserve that, in addition to the ¢ Conolly” Teak
ar which are] an established and most valuable success, Teak
ial in Kurnool, the Aunnamallays, Bolumputty, Mudumullay

nity, in the Cumbum valley of Madura, and in South Canara,
and that the results hitherto obtained are very prowmising,
look with interest for further re

7. Sandalwood planting h
districts and ip the Seegoor an
would suggest Soutl, Canara a
" ment, as the tree 13 indigeno
Catechy Plantations in Canarg,

8. The Govy

The Government will
ports of the progress of the experiment.

as been tried with success in Cuddapah and Kurnool
d Coliegal ranges of Coimbatore. The Governmen.t
$ a promising ficld for the extension of this experi-

us in parts of that district. The Blackwood and
are interesting experiments,
croment note with interest the dgtails of the Babul, Casuarina, Refl
Sanders, anq « Pithicolobium saman” plantations; the latter being a Central Ameri-
can tree estoemed very valuable for fuel, the sced of which was obtained from the
Ceylon authorities. Much has been done since this report was written for the
extension of fuel-reseryes and plantations in view of the railway requirements, and
too much importance cannot be attached to the subject.

9. The Government have alrcady passed separate orders on most of the refer-
ences mentioned by Major Beddome. The 4T@TLun of tie re-organization of the

department ig still under consideration.
10. 1

ducts, T}
- not saneti

inally as regards the moot-question of the collection of jungle-pr.o'
¢ Government have deliberately and repeatedly declared that they will
On any step in the direction of monop?lizinq these prodl’mts,
tion of whiel, affords the only employment and means of subsisten

the inhabitants of wild forest-tracts ; but they are prepared to consider
any Proposals which Maj

and which may seem ca
market to the tribe
to them advantages
country dealers,

11.

Communicated to the

ce open to

favourably
or Beddome may submit through the Board of Revenue,

lculated to sccure a more certain and otherwise iu)proYed
sin question for the products they may gather, by offcring
superior to what they now obtain by their traffic with the low

Collectors of the districts concerned for their r‘effxarlfs.
" (True Extract.)
! (Signed) ~ W. HUDLESTON,

Secretary to Government.

i

To tke Conservator of Forests. '
s» the Doard of Revenue.
» the Accountant-General.

Yad. T. R. Bantlemen.

the collee-

Any plan which Major Beddome may devise for this purpose must be-
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